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To the Reader. 



fg^ffit* HIS excellent Book y The Fulfilling of 
IS?J?SKS8^ l he Scriptures, has long been acek-* 
Bggg hrat^d Piece^and much read in a grea t 

? art °f the ^tejlant World\ as it 
•li^lMllll ftwtefim wythe numerous Editions 

of ft, in varieus Cmntri es. It found 
fuch Entertainment at its firjl Publication, that 
quickly there was a new Imprejjion [Anno 1671 J 
When the Author revised his Work, and madeconjt- 
derable Enlargements in the Body rfit (confiantly 
dijlinguifiing thofe Additions, with this Mark f 
both before and after) and farther added an Appen- 
dix, to lead us- into Jome practical Refiekibtir, mi 
proper Ufcs of the whole.— It's from ihis %dit&% 
with fucb Alterations and Improvement s, that the 
prefent Imprejfton is done. 

Being dt fired to revifethe Copy , before itwext to 
tbePrefs, I found a Multitude ff typographical Er- 
rata, which according to my bejiSkili I endeavour d 
to amend ; tbo y upon a Review Iohfene, fomelcjjcr 
ftiifiafosbave efcaped thePrinters orrivCiricclkn, 
specially fa the Pointing, which jams ' 'a little to 
chad the Senfe in fcverai f Places: but fuch Corf has 
been usd, that I hope no very great Errors have been 
tmmtted in this Impreffioiu 

<? % in 



;v To the READER, 

In feme Injlances, with Regard to the Di&ion, / 
have prefumed to ufe the like Liberty, as the late 
Rev. Mr. Daniel Burgess, in rejmbli firing another 
valuable Performance of the fame Author, has done 
pefore me. Befides the Authority of his Example, I 
have this Apology to make in his Words. t( No 
Lion found I in my Way : but a forry Worm J 
counted the Exclamation of fome nice folk, againjl 
/ArPhrafe and Style of this confejfedly excellent 
Work. Dutifully I compafjhnated the weak ; and 
t no lefs the many tick, of Curwjity : Who have fucb 
Ulcers in their Palates, that they cannot, without 
cruel l 3 aii>, fwallow the mofi defirable Dainties, wi- 
lefs they may take thm in Oil and Sugar ; cannot 
prevail withthemfehes to read Periods that require 
Gil attentive Mind, and the Itajl Strain of their Un- 
(lerjhviding. Wherefore I itfcd mySpunge,mid took 
cut as manyEspreJJicns ofmy Author's native Lan- 
guage, that I thought would diftvrh an Englifh Rea- 
der; fuhflitiiUng fuch as appear d fufficientlyintelli* 
gible." But where important Matters of Faft are 
related, I have thought it bejt to leave the Language 
altogether vntmched. 

thefirji and other Editions of theprefent Trea- 
tife v:ere anonymous : But I have taken the Free' 
dom to prefix the reputed Writers Name to this : 
Tho not fo much upon theCredit ofTraditionatidcom- 
mm Fame, as of an exprefs Teftimony, the faid Mr* 
Burgess has left us of theFatt; who having difco- 
vcr'd the Author (about the Year 1693) correfpond* , 
ed with him, then living in Holland, and drew him 
'ait of his affected Secrecy. In his Edition of the 
Treatife, intitled, The confirming Work of Re- 
ligion, be has (to do Honour to the Writer) inferted 

in 



To the READER.' y 
in the Titte-Page this Claufe % " Written bv R, 1' 
Fleming, Author of The Fulfilling of the Scrip- 
tures." And in his Epiftle to the Reader he has 
the following Paragraphs, which I take Leave to 
tranferibe into mine* 

" The highejl Angels are moft humble Creatures z \ 
The Church of God is full of their ggrvices ; but 
inoweth next to nothing of their Nmnet. Their 
Works praife their Lord and ours, but not them- 
f elves. And if the evangelical Author of this Book 
could have had his Will, the Churches of Chriffi 
lhould not have had his Name. He would have 
kepthimfelf together zBenefaftor and a Sort of 
Stranger unto them. 

■ " Againfl his Will it came to be known, that 
his Book of the Fulfilling of the Scriptures was biu 
And by the divine Providence it was made ne- 
celTary, that his latter Works fliould bear his 
Name. Ohfcuritj wai his Ambition ; though his 
Oitts and Graces prove too big and too bright ta 
be covered. And, inlhort, it hath pleafed the 
Jupreme Ruler (md Fountain of Honour) to ho- 
aourhim whether he would or no, 

*; The Book firft named [Tbe Fulfilling of th$ 
Scriptures] is followed with the Eulogies of the 
gmtefi Divines ; and is a Manna fweet to the 
1 afte of all ferious Chrijlians, His Epijlolary 
Dijcourfe, dedicated to the Queen's Majefty^va* 
rooftgraaoufly acceptedby Her, and highly 
torfby tbofe that I muff think the beflpf her 
Subjefb. Being, as is his Difivirferf 'Earth- 
«Kfl4«,aTreafurcof Things e/J a nd. W Micb* 
terns, golden Jewels; Arguments, feveral, not 
wmudi as touched by any Pea within her Do- 
• 3 mimo.nl, 



▼i To the READER, 

minions, or beyond them, fave Mr. Fleming's/* 
The faid Rev- Editor has added. The Judg- 
ment of fome London- Minijters concerning 
one of his Treatifes, who fay, * We 
give our great Thanks to the Author of e- 
very good Gift, who hath drawn this bis richly 
furnijbed Scribe, to fupply us withfo very need- 
' ful a Treatife, as is here offered. Some of us db 
profefs,that in reading it we were furprized with 
Joy, and with Wonder, that a Topick fo little 
written, difcourfed, or thought of, (hould be 
treated on with fuchDeptb of Judgment, and with 
fiich Experience as is rarely found in the moft lau- 
dible Writers. Thro* the divine Blefling which 
we implore, we hope, thatw and our Brethren 
throughout thefe Nations (hall find good Succefs 
of our People's Ufe of this moft inftruftive 
Work. For which, with the excellent Author f 
(who did but confent to thisEdition of it) we arc 
indebted unto the Reverend and worthy Pub- 
lilher, by whofe Means we receive it. We join 
with both of them, in Praver to the Moft I iigh, 
that this rich Seed of the Sower may be made 
Bread of Life to the Eater.' \*SFbe afo':c Attcfta- 
tionis Jignedby the late Dr. Bates, Mr. Mead, Mr. 
Cole, Mr. Howe, Mr. Sylvester, Dr. Willi- 
aiis, and Mr. Shower?, fume of the moft burning 
andlhining Lights among the dilTenting Mini- 
ftcrs of the lail * \ ; 

After fo ample and honorable Teflimomes from 
fucb eminent hands, and antenpomy with ibY. 
Fleming, it were aneediefs and a vain Attempt m 
n e,to ojtrat any Thin?, further in Iraifeof the 
AixdKuf The lultl.in-pi the Scriptures, or m 

brdcr 



To the READER. vii 
order to befpeak a welcome Reception of this bis Per- 
formance amongus. — I truft it will be found a 
Word in Seafon. 

/ Jballtake Occaftonhere toobferte,that when I 
deliberate on Mr. Fleming's Monuments of Grace 
in former Days, prticularly his Accounts of that 
memorable Work of God in the Weft of Scotland 
about the Tear 1625, and That in Ireland about 
three Tears after (recoi'ded in this Book, Page 393, 
394.) and then view in a comparative Light fome 
recent Accounts from Scotland of a Revival of Re- 
ligion there, together with what we have feen ami 
beard of the late remarkable Work in our Englifh A- 
merica ; J cant but concur in Sentiments with fucb 
as believe a near Refemblance, in many Refpefts, 
between the feveral Cafes : I behold a furprifing Dift 
play of Divine Power and Grace, a very confpicuous 
Miniltrationof the Spirit, in each of thefe admi* 
rablc Inftances ; and defire to give God the Glory 
due to his great Name. I think, we have in the' 
Months paft feen among thefe Churches, what Mr. 
Fleming diftinguijhes by the Name of more folemn 
Times of the Spirit, and high Spring-Tides of 
theGofpel, whence a greatFlight of Souls toChrift 
dually follows, with various other obfervable Events. 
[5^Pag.i34,.-i4o.] 4 • 

/ am aware indeed, that fome Circumftances of the 
late religious Commotion (as they call it} are Mat- 
ter of Stumbling to many, and have occafioned much 
Debate, both in private Cotiverfation, andinpublick 
Difcourfe and Writing. But I think, none deny, 
that uncommon Impreflions, of a religious Afpcft, 
hav? ban prevalent of late in many Places, thro out 
a II New -England^ and the Provinces adjacent. And 



viii To the READER. 

I jud. y e it wsrtby a particular Reinark, concerning 
thofc^ho account for the Rife f^Progrefs of thefe 
nligiwslmprcfjions by tbePrinciples of Enthu(idi\n^ 
trthe Laws of*Mvo\mi\(h\ refohing them into no 
better Original than , an over-heated Brain y aFire in 
the Imagination, and a Tumult in animal Nature ; 
yet the more fober and impartiallnquirers, among thofe 
who view the Affair in this PhilofophicaLtigfa Mve 
iievcrthelefs made fnch frank and fuU Concessions, 
with Regard to the happy 'Termination of thefe un- 
ufual Imprcffions in numerous Ivflances, which I 
juppofe Ingenuity and the Force of a rational Co?ivic+ 
tion drew from \hem,as are enough (one would think) 
to rebuke their Incredulity, and to filence their ig- 
norant Inve&ives againjlthe Times, who (in open 
Contradiction to the great Rules of Piety, Charity, 
Truth, andDccmy towards their Superiors) may have 
prefumed to declare the late marvellous Work of 
God among us a meer Scene of 'Delufion mid Impo- 
fturej and to abfokttly pronounce the Accounts of it 
romantic Deceivings, which fome of our mojl expe- 
rienced, wife, and learned, both in the Magijlracy and 
Minijlrf) have given the Publich 

I finditcxprefiy confeffed^by fomein theOppoft- 
tion to this uncommon Appearance , that they will not 
deny, theip is a gkeat Deal of that among us? 
which muft be acknowledged tobe trueReligion 9 
mixtwith that which fome may think tobe the 
Effe& of Imagination.-!!?^ fay, they d9 not de- 
ny, that there may be a Mixture of real Chriftia- 
nky with great Enthufiafm.-And they doubt nor, 
the unufual Appearance among us has been ?,Mms 
to rouie m.ahy, who were before thoughtlefs ; 
and to quicken man? , who had fallen into a Slum- 



To the READER. ix 
ber. They are not againft allowing, that a good 
Number of Sinners have(probably)been conver- 
ted into Saints ; and as great aNumber of Saints 
enlivened in their Chriftian Work.—i^fldl them 
repeatedly acknowledging, they are of Opinion,that 
rhc Appearances among us- have been the Means 
ofawakning the Attention of many ; <zmfaG00D 
Number, they hope, have fettled into a truly 
Chriftian Temper.— In a Word, they fay, That 
Good hath been done, is granted on all Hands ; 
but it is denied by many, that near fo much hath 
been done, as to warrant this high Encomium 
upon the Work.— [Vjefe are Paffages occurring in 
fundry printed Pieces,f which I thought it worth 
while to collect, and thus prefent in one View before 
the Reader.'] Now I gladly accept thefe Conczfixons, 
as fome Tefthnony to a fpecial Prefence and Pow- 
er of the Spirit of Grace in the late remarkable 
Seajon ; altho* their intended & real Meaning may 
pojjibly he only this. That while our unhappy Cafe has 
been, "Enthufiafm raging," and "the fuperfti- 
tious Panick running very high," amerciful GOD 
has interpcfed,a)id controuhd thefe Jlrange " Fer- 
vours of Imagination/' has u lanctified thefe Im- 
preffms to the fpiritua! Advantage of many, 11 
and wonderfully over-rufd in this Affair, to pro- 
duce gracious Effects y contrary to the natural Opera- 
tion of fccondCaufes ; bringing Good out of Evil, 
and fetcbingMtu out of theEater.«#V/,xy£r£ this 
ajujlConjlruBion of the Matter, What then ? Not- 
withftanding, every Way, whether inPretence, 

t French Prophets,Vzg2 100, 102. —Letter to 
Mr. Wifhart, P. 21 .--Religious Commotions 
in N. E. Pref. P. 2. or 



i To the READER. 

0 rinTruth,Chrift ispreached,^ CHRIST is** 
alt ed,his Body increafedby the wnninz of manySouIs: 
And I therein do rejoice; yea, and I will rejoice. 
However, tho' I thus fpeak, / am clearly of O- 
pinion, the State of the Cafe ought to be otberwifere* 
frefcnted : and I believe, it willbeno Mif applicati- 
on of Simeon's Declaration, if I fay in the Language 
of that, God at the first did vifit thefe Lands, to 
take out of them a People for his Name. Fer I 
am perfuaded,that the religious Impreflions, /<? ge- 
neral among us, owed their Rife, as well as Progrefs^ 
and happy lffut (in the confeffedly multiplied Injtan* 
ces hereof ) to the exceeding Grace of God, and a 
fpecial Influence of his Holy Spirit.— Though, lift 
not infenfible, while good Wheat has been J owing 
m Abundance, the Enemy of all Righteoufnefs has 
been uncommonly buify in mingling his Tares: Ne- 
wrthelefs, flilll mujl fay, I look upon it to have been 
cDay of Vifitation, a fignal Day of the Mediators 
Power : And that his Name is near, his wondrous 
Works declare ; both hisJVorks of commonGrace 
in Conviction and Reformation, and his W jrks o/fpe- 
cialGrace in Converfion, in progreJfiveSanclification, 
and inthe Comfort of the Holy Ghofl. 

Purfuant to the late Testimony of a numerous 
BodyofMiwfors, Tmtrulyglad to find thofevery 
worthy Perfons, the Rev. and aged Mr. Stone and 
Mr. Loring, mtwithfi(inc!m;>; the DiJ:c:ti:ies th.it 
feem to incumber their Thoughts, in Relation to the 
unufualAppearances among us, and certain Articles 
of Condudt, which they enumerate and declare a- 
gainfi ; yet fo far joking with their Brethren, as 
to give the Publickthe following Atteftation. Theft 
arc fine of their Words. -"That there is a signal 
Work of ihe Holy Ghost of late, to aod fro in 



To the Reader. xi 
tfeft-England> superior to what has been in ma- 
*iy pafl Years, feems evident ; and that the great 
Jehovah is for it to be adored by us. But there 
doubtlefs is a very grievous Failure in many Pro- 
feffors, in their not diftinguifhing between the 
good Seedh wed in the Field, and the Tares low- 
ed by an Enemy, i. e. the Devil.— In what ap- 
pears of late among us, there feems evidently to 
be the Work of the Holy Ghofi,m convincing, 
humbling, and converting Souls ; and as evi- 
dently, a Work of the Devil, in promoting what 
tends to blaft and ruin that Work." 

. 7* which I would adu,tn this complex State ofTbings % 
I thinks wt have a notable Dijcovtry of tht Fulfilling of 
the Scriptures. This Book may admintfier much Light 
and many feafo:iabUTbo*U, in fuch aCoincidence of Faffs. 

We JhouU *y— r**#fW,-W!iat we afcribe to the 
Holy Sfirit*s Influence, and left we deny or difpa* 
rage What is of the Holy GHOST,and has his Signa- 
ture.— Therefore I tbi» ': it meet to record here a Para- 
graph in a lite Proteftarion prefented to the Philadel- 

Ehia-Synod,fy the ^t>.ii//^f.Dickinfon,Pierfon,Pem- 
erton, r. " WE protcft agamft all tbofe Pafligcs 
is any of the Pamphlets, hteJy publiftfd in thefe Parts % 
¥fhich feem to re.Tcft upon theWork of divine Power 
and Grace, thci has been carrying on in fo wonderful a 
Manner, in many of our Congregations : and declare t$ 
ill the Worlds tuct we look upon it to be the indifpenfa* 
ble Duty of all our Mimfters, to encourage that glori- 
ous Work with their mojt faithful and diligent Endea- 
vours, And we in like Manner protejl and declare j- 
gainft all divifivc and irregular Methods and Pradices % 
by which tbePeace and good Order of our Churches have 
teen broken in upon* 9 

Bofton, To this I fubferibe— 

Sep;, 1 6. 1743, 

Thomas Fgxcroft. 




The Author' % 

Epiftie to the Reader, 

READER, 

^H^Tis like you may expeft fome account 
ffit i »g of the rife and majkn-of this Di£ 
^ courfejthat on fo great and weigh- 
ty a fubjea, fo finall an EJpiy fliould 
venture abroad ; efpecially in a time, when it 
feemeth more fafe & prudent s to ke&pfikncejo be 
fwifttobear, & flow to fpeah whlrh feldom hath 
an after-challenge. The Author will fay little 
for his apology herein s tho' he hopeth, he may 
find it more eafy to fatisfy others* than he did 
himfelf. This freedom only he fhall take, to con- 
fefs, that fometimes it hath been matter of ear- 
neft, yea, hath caufed forte tofling and exfercife 
upon his fpirit, & prefled a more ferious enquiry 
and fearch, with a refpeff'to hh om fafe, 
to be perfwaded about the Scripture's divine 
authority, that Godlinefc is not an empty name 
or ihadow, but of an undoubted truth, what | 
indeed of all other things is the greateft, and of j 
moft near concernment. And truly about that, 
this grave convincing argument of theScript ure's 
certain JccompHjbment, hath not only oft fla- 
red him in the face, with a fatisfying difcewy 
and imprejfion thereof, as a mod quieting and 
unanfwerobtedemonftration of the mh ) b" c 
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ijfcmuftalfo fay, that by very remarkable con- 
firmations from the Lord this hath been fo 
convincingly witneiTed to his Experience, a» 
teaveth him under engagement (whtq fuch a 
^oor teftimony of weight ) to put his fed t* 
mwW'ord, that it falleth not to the gro:ind, nci- 

r doth the promife of God fail 

It is a dark time now with the Church of 
'Jhrift ; which we fee every where almoft fuffes 
ring and affi&ed, whilft the whole eafth bc- 
fides feemeth to beateafc}ChriiliansaIfo evert ■ 
beyond others in their private lot, aflaulced with 
very flurp trials ; though, I think, fttfferin ? may 
be the leaft of our fear at this day, while A- 
tbeifm doth now appear on fo formidable'* 
growth,and hath a more threading afpect, than 
the rage or violence of men. We-fee a fad de- 
cay hkewife on theChurchestfimirf; Religion e- 
very where under a great confiimptio'n, & weir- 
ing put, that feemeth to have reached it in im 
vital parts : Men feirch after an unufual way of 
finning as if they feorned to be wicked at a com - 
man and ordinary rate; prejudice catty taken u» 
and entertained againft the wav of God i wbiiS 

excte 0b £ rvaCl °" ^ i ^e choiceand 
excdlen t of the earth pl uckc away, and none to 
fill their room • Chriftians burials now fre- 
quent, but the birth and in-bringing 0 f fuch to 
geChurch rare This h indeed a hd ftbWL and 

t U A d l G fadder > tllat few are found £ 
% fe*f their hem, whofe tears Z 
groaning feem to anfwer fuch a ftroke and ruin 
wludi now tt JJte to fall under our hand : but 
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1 lhall leave this. Prayer will be the bed cure, 
and is this day more fit, than complaining, to 
turn unto him, who feeth the ways of his People, 
that he may heal them, and can prevent thofe 
VDith mercy, who fecm leaft fit for the fame.— 
Unlv two or three fad remarks of this time, 
I cannot altogether pafs ; which indeed are 
Itrange iymptoms of the Church's prefect cafe 
and diftemper.--(i.) To fee men own the doc- 
trine of fanflification, who yet can profefled- 
ly difown, yea, make it their work by re- 
proach to beget a prejudice againft the practice 
thereof. On ftrange ! to find fuch as will dip 
their pen in gall againft a tender and ftri6i walk 
in Religion, and revile it in th; power thereof ; 
tvbilft thev do not deny thofc truths, & princi- 
ples, that neceflarily oblige to fuch a tender prac- 
tice ; who, in the moft grave concerning duties 
of Chriftianity, think it enough to charge their 
brethren with Pharifakal Oftencation and Hypo- 
crify, whilft they muft confefs thefe duties to 
be unqueftionablv binding; and that they can be 
incompetent judges of fuch a challenge, which 
the grc Jt withefs of the heart & in ward parts of 
ofmencanonlydete« 

^ib of the time, that ^fi^ 1 ^^ 
fiws the reform' dRehgion, ftiall ftate themleU e> 
in oppofition to the moft concerning grounds 
thereof, fuch as imputed rigbtewfne&md pjh. 
tcatiol by faith, which is well called Jrnrius 
fantM^ 

% 3 thatitisfrom ignorance, but trom a height 

tf£fc* thatfome of hoc reproach 

m dofe in this great lu Q JamentaUO^- 



I 
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fication; as if it prefled believing and refling up- 
on Chrift without refpect to works and holi- 
fiefs. I confefs, we put not inherent righteouP- 
nefsin the room of imputed; though we aflcrt 
each is necejfary in their own place, the one in 
order to our n>/;f ,the other in order to our aftual 
and full poffeflton of that right, yea, that hotinefs 
is abfolutely neceflarv, not only necefjttate pre- 
cepti, fed medii ; and juftifyin^/wfA doth riepefc 
farily require works,fednonqua, et quatenns juf* 
tificat. But fure, if thefe men grant that we are 
juftified by the fatisfaftion of Chrift, they muft 
needs confefs it is by imputation; fince if the deb- 
I tor be acquitted by the Cautioners payment, is it 
not by the Imputatkn thereof to him? Ofad! to 
fee fome put their invention upon the rack how 
i .to wound the Church (yea, a death-woutftf ic 
would be, if they could reach their end) itviliac 
great truth of imputed right eonfnefs ! Buiit tfere 
bed they deny'd that 6th vcr. of die 4. Ch. to the 
thcRom. to becanonialScripture,whidi none can 
read, and Ihift ; it being fo clear, that the ble[,ei 
wan is there held forth, unto whom Godimputctb 
right eonfnefs without works. Sure that cannot be 
inherent 1 i jhtefitifnels, elfe it were contradiftio in 
adjecto. I profefs, thofe(what fever they pi etend) 
1 muft look on as adverfvies to the Reformed 
Churches; and there is nothing more d^n^erous 
than a pirac going forth under a courtfeHu ilig. 
--(3.) Is it not likewifefad, yea, uflomfliingto 
fee,MiwJters now in thefe times, who'are the ex- 
prefs Embafjadurs of Chrift given to theCburch for 
her edification, ftandfo direftly crofsfrihevery 
mdol their work&Miniftry ; many, of whom it 
a a 2 ^^bfnay 
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way be faid, that knowingly & deliberately they 
*PP°f e V m y ' That ^ uc ^ ^ ou ld perfecute, whole 
work is to feed ; (hould wound, in ftead of healing; 
grieve the fpirit of the Godly, who (hould be hel- 
pers of their joy I that none are a greater plague, 
xo corrupt the Church, and caufe the facrifices of 
ihe Lord to be abhorred,[than fome of thofe who 
Ihould be the fait of the earth ! yea, none more 
sbflrnR the treaty of. the Gofpel, betwixt Chrift 
and his Church, than Minilters who are called 
the friends of the bridegroom 1 . Oh what a ftrange 
and aftonilhing contradiftion may this feem ! 
But it fhculd be no reproach to that holy and ex- 
celIcnt^///*;?gof the Miniftry,- for of fuch the 
Scripture hath expiefly warned. I confefs, it 
jnaybefaid, No Aiheijl like an nnfantlified Mi- 
nifier ; yea,noAtheifm of fo black a die as theirs, 
wlK) being dill employed about holy things, have 
\ et no fife thereof. ffifigK .' 

Now m this very dark hour, wherein the 
Church fecmeth to have fallen into a death like 
pai% and oh many of her Children in a fad le- 
thargy) that if we looked in an ordinary way,for 
v und might feem incurcable, there are two great 
,;ind concerning£yr;w,that I think (hould much 
t ike usiip. Thesis, toknowwAtff the Scripture 
Ipeaketh to the Church ; what folid ground of en- 
couragement is there held forth ? For truly, it we 
had not that fure teftimony of the Word, we 
mi^ht fear, Religion would quite wear out, and 
fi uth peri ft from the earth : but doth the Scripture 
fpeakpeace < all then is well. That (0 that) is fuffi- 
c cntfecurity , to put the Church's hope beyond 
further debate; tho' men {hould threaten, tho 
the earth were overturned,<5ahe foundation (ha- 
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ken ! This is a determination, above men, above 
all the rules of humane policy, yea, abevj the 
fcrs^hichfruflrdteththc tokens of the liars, and 
inaketb diviners mal; even that revealed Counfel 
of God, taking place about his work and People. 

I know, fome grave writers of thefe late times 
do exprefs their fear, that the horrid wicked- 
nefs and apoftacy of the Gentile Church may at 
lad refolvein the Lord's departure, and anww- 
verftl darknefs ; that as the rejection of the Jews 
made way for the 6V»f/fcr incoming, fo their fall 
may as remarkably preceed thatfolemn return 
and reftauration of the Jcmifh Church ; it is alfQ 
become the fear of man\,'that Popery may yet 
once overrun the whole ReformedChurches, be- 
fore Antichrift's fall. But;fincc thefe fad tho'ts 
nor any appearance of the time, are no part of 
our Bible y we (hould learn neither to ftretch our 
fears, nor expectations, bevond that which :he 
Scripture warranted : and If the Lord be God 
and this his vfcry word, let us adhere to it, and 
wait for its accompIilhmenc.---A fecond Ouere, 
which is indeed no Jefs concerning in Juch a 
time,may be about/% : What do fo eminent an 
hazard of the Church, and this great decay of 
thriftianity, moft preffingly call for ? But this 
is a lubjeft which require* another pen, and too 
large, t 0 touch with a palling word : yea, we may 
lav, the gr^^of thefe days is not abcut the 
dijamry of duty, but of the praMce of known, 
and difcovered duties. For the Scripture glveth 
a certain .and dijlhlt found, in the darkeit time; 
and hath not left us to doubtful enquiries, and 
**ate in this matter. I (hall therefore leave 
^3 it, 
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it, with a few things only tp be in the general 
confidered. (i*) It is lure, that every time hath its 
arefent duty ; and the wife difcerners thereof 
will know thence what they ought to do, what 
work and fer vice the prefenc circumffances of 
that time call for. Shall the earth have its feafons, 
wherein things are beautiful^ fliall thejlork and 
/wallow know their time? and yet Christians not 
Jctli rw how 10 bring forth fruit in their jeafon, and 
difcern the fpecial time and opportunity of duty! 
(2.)Itis alfo fure, that every Cbriftan, in what 
foever capacity at condition, as he bath his mea- 
fure and taiem:,TG hath fome work> and oppor- 
n.wty of duty ; wherein they mwferve the Lord 
in their generation: yea, it is not the mean eft lot 
or condition, that iluitteth that door upon any, 
that they have no work for God, who defireto 
be faithful for him. 0 that in this threatning 
time, when darknefsis like to overfpread the 
Church, it were more upon the hearts ofChriflians^ 
;to ftrive together, and contend , by a ierious 
improvement of their fcveral capacities, topre- 
fcrve Religion, and tranfmit the knowledge of 
ftfas Chrft to the pofcrlty; that the Chriftian 
paren^orMaftfcr of family ,did witneft more that 
■ g. eat refolution, in a time when many are draw- 
ing backer as for me, Iandmyhoufe will feme the 
&rtfc- r HJ It is found ,that themoft eminent and 
iknouram jcrviceo£thz Church doth ufuaUy^- 
fd htr ina/ra and Offering condition. When 
\here hathbci-n 'butlittUjlrmgtb,&mdny outward 
c. ill . iv^nt ages, ihenbotn their call smdfurniturt 
hath been moll obferv^le, to confefs the truth, 
jo endure tot ae.Ooff^ of Chrift^ lomrcomt 
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by the Word of his teflimony ; a piece of fer- 
vice, whereto more profperous times do not 
give fuch an opportunity. Yea, it hath been in 
fuch a cafe, Dan, u; 32, that tbofe who knew 
their God, were made Jtrong to do exploits.-fo.) It 
doth much concern us,to put z high value on the 
truth, in a time when men muft either lofe it, or 
buy it. AndO ! what a choice purchafe is that, 
which cannot be bought too dear, tho' at the 
rate of our liberty, eftace,credttand reputation, 
yea, with the lofs of peace, when it cometh 
In competition with it ? For it is that greal 
depofitum^ once delivered to the Saints, the inhe- 
ritance of our Children, that way whereby Je- 
iiisChriftkeepethintercourfewith his Bride on 
the earth, yea,the charter of all our mercies, and 
of our hope through eternity*— (5.) Tho' eve- 
ty line of divine truth is ineilimble 5 yetic is fure, 
there is a mow prefftng call for our adherence to 
thattmh, which is molt controvffied'mtht time. 
Tor it is the word of his patience, and the matter 
oiofurprefent teflimony ; and it is known through 
all ages, what^ a Angular bleffing hath fol- 
lowed the contending and whnejftng of a few 
for the trmh (in a torrent of publick defeftion) 
to keep it alive, when it was like to be fwallow- 
ed up ; yea, to effedts above rational belief; unus 
Jthanafius contra totum orbeml Many fuch re* 
marks have not been wanting.-((SJ 1 lhall only 
add, that which is always necelUry and bin- 
ding, yet we may fay in a time of the Church's 
hazard and fuffer'mg is more prefiingly called for, 
even thejkdy of Chriflian Pkudence ft duty 
vuuvincinglynecefl^yjyr regulating of duties, 
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according to the cireum fiances of the Church's 
cafe : which doth fo nearly concern the in* 
tereft and prefervation of Religion^ that I mull 
fay, J breach in thai; Concord betviixt zeal and 
ChTijiian?RVJ)EHCt, when there is not fome equal 
reipeft fiudyed in the e xercife of both, cannot but 
ghe the Church a fore Wound. This is indeed 
a large theme ; but 1 fliall only point at in three 
things, ti Jn our avoiding and being tender to 
give offence ; not only to keep adiftance frome- 
vil, but from the fmalleft appearance thereof. I 
muft fay, they are bad cafuifts^nd have little ref- 
petf to the Churches edification, who make it 
their work, not foniuch to keep men from fin, * 
as to (hew them>qua?npropeadpeccatum fmefeccato 
accedtre liceat. O what a becoming fear is that, 
not to lay a fiumbling block in the way of others, 
ID grieve the weak, or confirm fuchwhoufe 
to found their prejudice againft the truth and 
way of God,upon the mifcarriage of fuch as pn - 
fefsthefame^ 2. This excellent ftudy of Chris- 
tian Prudence hath a refpeft to men's taking of 
fence, as well as their giving it; to our being fi- 
ber in judgingjin perfonal rQi)e&.]om^o cover and 
hide the infirmities of others, rather than fpread 
them,even for theGofpel's fake; yea,to fliutas it 
were our eyes, and caft a mantle on their naked- 
nefs, who th^' overtaken -with the violence of 
fome temptation may yet be ferviceable to the 
Church; but efpecialty this fliould prefs us to a 
watchful regard of any breach & rent in theCburck 
and to ftudy a healing fyh% fo far as is poflible, 
without prejudice to truth. 3. It is alfo a concern- 
ing piece of Chriftian Ttudmce % hw to wali 
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wifely towards thofe who are without, when pre- 
judice againft the way of God is now in fuch a 
growth ; to ftudy how we may convince, gain 
ground, and by Chriflianly prudent and tender 
carriage conciliate refpeft to the truth ; and^ thus 
commend boUnefi> and thofe who profefs it, to 
the confcienceofmen; to ftudy that rule of Ex- 
pediency much in things of themfelves warran- 
table, what fitnefs and advantage prefent cir- 
cumftances may oifer, or deny for edification 
and promoting that great intercft of the Gofpel 
in our converfe with men* 

I fliall now ceafe to trouble you further ; only 
would premife fome few things with a refpeft to 
the fubjett of this following effay.--(i.) Should we 
not with wonder and ajionijhment look on this 
great record of the Scripture ? by which the glo- 
riousMajefty of God doth fpeak to men,y ea doth 
as certainly communicate his Counfel and mind, 
we may fay more certainly, than if we had an 
immediate audible voice from Heaven. O could 
we have fuch ordinary thoughts of this; if we 
confider how near God cometh therein to us ? 
I think, if there were but one comer of the 
earth, though in the remoteft parts, where 
men might go and get a look of fo wonder* 
fu! and important a thing as God's exprefs 
Will written and fent from Heaven to the 
earth, about our duty here, and bleffednefs for 
ever, fliould we not think it worth our crolfing 
thefea,and thegreateftexpence of time or la- 
bour ? It is truly a wonder how we can read and 
confider the Scripture, without wondring,-(2.) 
It is a great concernment, to know that theScrip- 

ture 
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ture hath fuch a mtnefs, as Experience ! and chat 
there is fuch a trade and correfpondence as this be* 
twixtthe Saints and the Word, which lieth not 
in the common road of the World, 0 what an 
empty thing would Religion be, if it had not this 
word Experience in its grammar; that fecret and 
furewar*, whereby the Chriftian knoweth the 
Scripture is of God; how thus the Lord hath oft 
fealed their injlruftion in a dark plunge ; how life 
and power, inlivening influences, to the mel- 
tingof their heart, have oft met them therein 
a very dead frame; and now they know that ve- 
rily God hear eth prayer: now they are perfwa- 
ded, and have jearned by the crofs, that he is in- 
deed a Comforter ; yea>many can (hew how by 
tlieWord their firfi acquaintance with the Lord 
did begin; how feme particular truth, like a 
grain of corn fown in their heart, by the blef* 
ling of the great husbandman was made to take 
life, and grow---^.") It much concerneth us, to 
know what an excellent key the Scripture is tQ 
unlock that fealed book of providence r ; and that 
no other key can fit the fame; many have tried a- 
nother ttay, but loft themfelves on the fearch, & 
the more rhey attempt by human wifdom, they 
became die more dark. 1 truly think, there is not 
a more fatwfying difcovery within time, than 
this, to trace divine truth hack until we fee its 
firft breaking forth out of his eternal decree and 
C0tt«n7,whois the author thereof ; how thence 
it taketh hold of the word y which 'is the adequate 
fign and declaration of his purpofe; and theii 
how the -word taketb hold of his ivork and pro- 
vidence^ where we may lee the face and con- 
dition 
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flition of the Church clearly written out through 
all the changes of time ; how providence keep- 
eth a certain and fteady courfe, even amidftthe 
moll: perplexed motions ik reelings of the earth ; 
yea, how all things, even thofe which would 
fcemmoft contradictory, run within that ftrait 
channel of the word, and cannot go without 
thefe bounds.-(4.) It is the principal Scmojl con- 
cerning Scripture-promifeS) that are only touch- 
ed in this following difcourfe,thefe which carry 
along with them a clear continued feries of the 
Church's condition through time, andlhewthe 
moftremarkable changes of her lot. For it isclear, 
that in dherfe prophecies and in a different man* 
ner the Spirit doth point at me & the fame thing : * 
and truly it fliould caufe no jniftake or preju- 
dice, that we find feveral of the Scripture -pro* 
phecies expreft in fuch dark terms, fince the wif- 
dom of God faw it fit that for a time thefe truths 
fliould be locked up and fealed. But now light 
hath fo far broken forth with the events as we 
may fee how very fignificant and fuitable to the 
matter thefe moil dark senigmatick terms arc.— 
(5.) We fliould upon no account f but our ears, 
where the Scripture is clear, and givech us ground 
to hope that the outgoing oftheLordjot his people 
in their deliveranee, & for the defhruftion of his 
enemies, now in thefe tajl times, ftiall be my 
glorious; yea,by fome ftately&ftupendiousa&s 
of providence, that he fhall accomplifli his judg- 
ment on Antichrift : neither mufWe1:ake a preju- 
dice at fratf£,becaofe of the w\\deFancies of many 
who would extend it beyond its hounds, or that 
aear Refmiblme which the Ejw of fome in 
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this time may feem to have thereto. For that 
hath been an old ftratagem of the Devil, to 
prejudice the World at fome of the truths of God, 
by fetting up a counterfeit thereto. I {hall add no 
more, only what account is given, upon the 
clofe of the laft argument, of fome remarkable 
^affages of providence in the late times, as here- 
in the Author hath fome confidence to profefs, 
he did endeavour what could be attained for 
certainty of the fame, and if any circumftances 
of thete relations fliould be found a miftake, 
he dare fay before Him who is greater than our 
confcience, it was not the negleft of ferious 
inquiry ; fohe muft alfo premife,theinfertr 
of them was upon no further intent, than to be 
a witnefs to that truth of the Lord's eminent ap- 
pearance for his Church in the laft days. It would 
l>e of great ufe and profit to the Church, that 
fome more fitly qualified would ftudy a more 
targe Colleltionoi this kind. O that this might 
go forth with a blefftng from Him, who by the 
meanefl: things can fervehimfelf, and promote 
the edification of his Church ; and that the 
Lord would raife fome up wicii much of his 
Spirit, to make a further fearch and enquiry into 
thk great and weighty truth. 
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*T*HE grave fubje£t of the Scripture's accmplijh* 
, x ment confidered in fome fpecial truths, prrviou fly 
held forth for giving light to the fame. P. I. 

I. IVhat is thereby to be underftood, in nine Particulars 
opened. p. 2^ 

fJL The verification of the Scripture, confidered as thef 
\L Lord's peculiar work and defign in the World, anat 
SB in the whole condud of providence. P. 7 

51 II. How clear & manifeft this great truth is. P. 12*" 

IV. That this, notwithstanding of clear demonftra* 
tive evidences of thefame,is^/wi the mft of men % 
and a great my fiery to them. P. 15. 

, V. What an unanfwerable witnefs and argument,the 
I filing of the Scripture is, of its divinity, to fatis- 
ty and quiet the foul about this. P. 21. 

, VI. That it is a mokfokcing, & Angularly dehSiabh 
truth. P> 1S% 

Vir. How much the G-^are concerned, now in thefe 
latter times, to ftudy the fulfilling of the Scripture* 
and what advantage they have for the fame beyond 
former ages. p # ^ u 

VIII. How weighty a duty it is, & on What preffing 
grinds it lies at each Chriltian's door. .^TWW # .! 

tlVQ Arguments fcrt down, whence this truth is in the 
lowing treatife largely deawaftratcd* P. 40. 

* &7tt' The 
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The Firft ARGUMENT, 

FRom the folid and fure Experience of the Godly In all 
ages; which doth witnefs the real performance of , 
\he Scripture. This cleared in five Inftances. P. 41. 
j I„fiance,Thit there is a contrariety btwixt the fiejb 
and tbe fpirily witnefled by Chiiftian experience, as 
clearly as it is held forth in the Scrip:ure. P. 43. 
2. InJlance,Of the deceitful,^ of man\ heart, with 1 

that witnefs given in from experience thereto. V.i,b. 
% In/lance, That there is an inwftble adverfary with- 
our, as clear and difcernable, as that there is corrup- 
tion within. , fjyjjr* 

L h/}ante,&bwsibitrtalinterceu?fe betwixt iChriftian 
and tteprcmifet of the word, by fure experience, 
and how clearly this may be demonftrated. P. 51. 

Some prevkus ttnfiderations , for our right under- 
Handing this. ... r I J 3 " 

A more particular demolition in ten fpecial pro- 
mife!, wherewith the Godly, through their lite, 
have a moft ufual and continual trade. P. 55. 

1 The Promife confidered with refpeft to our be- 
' litving, and adventuring on xhi naked word, with- < 
out any probable appearance of its fulfilling j and 
how clearly this is verified. f S ,°j 

a . TfotGod hears and an fwers Prayer, frotn lolid 

' experience demonftrated. , ,. %• 5 Hl 

, That sparing and > ts /"'"* 

' and marvellou^r on the foul, is no delufion, 
but certainlv known, demonftrated. I 
A That //ffa and W » the Godtf, and t heAr<0»£ , 
*" of their fteps, according to the promife, is made out 
to thofe who commit their way to bed. r. 05. 
, The promife of pardon «nd/wjiw«/f, how it s 

' fealcd by experience. 
6 . The promife to inte^ ilyM tmwasmtnt to mm 
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Godly under the crofs, verified, P. 70. 

7. The promife to integrity and uprightnefs in an evU 
ttmts P. 73. 

8. That the promife of ajft/iance and Rrengthfr dt*- 
ty y is truly made out and verified. P 75. 

9. The promife of all things waking together for thtir 
good who /wG^dearly verified in experience, P 77- 

10. The^fYtff gain and advantage of Q?dlinefs^ do- 
m on ft rated according to the promife, P. 80. 

5. I n fiance 1 Holds forth the verification of Scripture- 
tbreatninpi fuch under whofe reach the~Godlv may 
fall. P. 83, 

Some things prtmifed for clear mg this. P. 84. 

Some fpecial threatnings inftancedjN'nh that witnefs the 
experience of Chriitians bears to the fame. P. 85* 
A rational demon ft ration of the truth S£ reality of God" 
and the validity of that witnefs which tUetxpi-- 
rienceoi theSaints in all ages bears to the fulfilling of 
the$cn^fcr< t from fevera) grounds held forth. P95. 
Several weighty gtueriet* P. 103. 

The^rftf/ //H£$rr of this argument from experience, 
in feven particulars confidered; and what a tranfport 
of py and wndermg this, when it is brotr^lic 
near to our thoughts, may caufe. P. 105. 

Two eminent witnejfcs^Q have left a Seal to the 
C Truth, P f 

The II. ARGUMENT, 
jemonftrates the certain accomptiftiing of the 
Scripture from the Church's continued Obferva- 
tion in all ages, P. 1 15/ 

B The firft Branch of the argument doth witnefs ttte 
Scripture's verification, in thofe promifts which 
concern the univnjal Church. As, 
bp. That concerning the Churchy continuance and 
i prefervation, and how gteat and marvellous a thing 
» . it is, demonftiated. P. 120. 

b 2 V. z, \h t 
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2. Her and intnafn and how in an ordinary 

way this could not be without a miraculous and 
fupernatural power. - ; r P " > 12 *' 

3; The promifeof^Wfff the Spirit, as it refpedtsthe 
Church, and its accompanying the truth and doc- 
line of Gin)? in all a*es, demonftrated from clear 
evidences thereof. , 3 °* 

4 How the Lord hath given his Church deliverance 
in her grcate/l exigency according to the pro mi fe 

e. That comprehenfive promifc of allTbwgs wiring 
together fir Gtod&ith refped to the Church,clcarly 
verified, in the obfervation of each time. P. 141. 

Sc^d branch of the argument demonftrates the ful- 
filling of thofe Scripture-threatnhgs, which con- 
Ctrnthe viftble C hurcb. . F ' I+ * 

Seven in/lances held forth, wherein this is made 

clear l ^ 
Shird Branch of the argument ,Doth witnefs the clear 
' verification of the Scripture in thofe pajfages *t 
providence, with feem to .tb, W&U dark and 
a/hfiipvg, whereat many are fliaken. -F 154. 
This demonstration, in 14 Manas, followed ou t ; 
how thofe convincingly verify the Scripture, and 
are ereat confirmations of the truth, whereat upon 
the firft appearance we are ready to Bumble. As 
, That with the brjlflirrlngs toward iheLhurch 1*//- 
^ry,her ftraitsmt trouble feem wtncreaJe.V. 15S* 
m A ferious endeavour for reformat and to pro- 
1 mo te the Kingdom of Chritr, meeting with great 
i interruptions, how it confirms the Scupture r\ 150. 
o How a great overclouding and darkmfs on the 
Church, following remarkable manffiatnm cl 
the glory and power of God, do dearly, verify the 
truth of the word, u L^ins 

4. 1 hat when judgment comes on a land, it 
fiiftat the b.fj* 5" That 
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5. That Grange fuccefs which follows the worft 
of men fomctirnes in an evil courfe^ made 

clear. Pt l6l# 

6. Thofe difappointmenis the Church oft mee!* 
with, when ordinary means feem moft prmi* 

7. The long continuance of a heavy afflicling r^ori 
the Church, and what a confirmation this is of the 
word * P. 163. 

8. That Satan hath ufually fuch a counterfeit of any 
remarkable iwi feton foot in aland, clcar- 

C £ L 164. 

9. The abounding of error and berefy under the 
Ga//*/, more than under the old Teitament, hoif 
clearLy it anfwers the Scripture. " P. 165. 

ISO. Thofe great Jlirs and commotions, that oft 
attend the when it breaks forth with power 

ri. l Mat men of jr/*/ »<7fanj/ endmmcnts are fa 
ufual ff^fl/rrj of the truth. p # 

12. What ftrange judgments may befal feme of the 
/tffa/j in their outward lot. p, 

1 3. The falling of fome, who have with 
a great luftre once in the Church. p. ,£ 9 . 

J4. The llrange contingency of events in the World* 
and bow tbh is not at an adventure, but clearly **- 
fwers the Scripture. p { ^ 

This further commended to our fmotts (lady, arid the 
great concernment thereof held forth, to be oWb^ 
ing how clearly the Scripture is confirmed by theft 
things m the way of the Lord & in the admuii&n- 
of his providence, which to many kem grounds of 
Jbahng, whence they are are ready to queftion the 
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This cleared in ten wftancts more „ 
the godly fljould be wore ftrengthncd in the tiutbt 
thoush they feem at the firft look my ilrange. ' 

b a it That 
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That the Chunk of Chrift mould be fa univerfally 
low, when the whole earth befides fcems to be at 
reft. P. 170, 

5. The Jkm- breathings of the Chunky under the 
new Teftamtnr, Jut we fee her lucid intervals 
ufually of fp fmall continuance, and how thus the 
Scnprute is* verified . P. 177, 

3* The wearing out of life and power In the Church 
fo often with a further increafe of light, and how 
thus the truth is confirmed. P, 180, 

4. That the great menot the earth, and thofe who 
fit in the place of judgment, are fo ufually the 
Church's greateft adverfaries, P. 184. 

5, That inftruments fometime eminently ttfeful in the 
Church, with the change of times, mould be found 
to change their principles, is a confirming witnefs 
alfo to the truth. P. 188. 

- £, Mens perflating gvdlinefs and the power here- 
of at the greateft rate, who on an after-difcovery 

,t are found grofs hypocrites, how it is no ground for 
reflecting on the truth, but fhould confirm it. P. 192. 

*j t Thofe fad jars and dhiftons, which fo frequent!/ 
are feen within the Church, cleared. P, 195. 

,8, That the Lord's immediate hand may feem more 
heavy on his Church and people in fuffering times, 
than the hand of men, confidered. P. I g8. 

v o, To what a ft range height a judicial ftrokc of indu* 
ration on the fpirit of men may come, and how 
thus the Scripture is confirmed, P. 201, 

10, The righteous falling fometirne with the wick- 
ed in a common judgment, whilft feme notori- 
ous for wickednefs may be feen to go to the grave in 
peace* cleared. P. 20 4-, 

The III. ARGUMENT, 
pRovcs the verification of the Scripture, in that U (he 
■* view and mvifiim &f tbe World it is under i*He 

pbvieus, 
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obvious. 

In 14 Infiances this demonftrated. 
I. That man now is fallen from that excellent ftate, 
Wherein once he was formed, P. 208. 

The truth and reality of converfion, and how 
far this marvellous change is above nature, demon- 
ft rated. P- 2iO, 

What true caufe there is of wondering at this great 
work, and how demonstrative an argument it is 
of the grace of God, and truth of the Scripture, 
further cleared, with an addition 0/ feveral «if- 
denas more, P. 214. 

Three remarkable Inftances of Con verfion. P, 218. 
3. The truth of fellowjhip here betwixt God and 
the foul, and that this is no fancy or delufion, made 
clear to the World. P, 220, 

^ That the righteous \s more excellent than his neigh- 
bour. P. 2 23* 
That the promifed encouragement to the Godly 
under their fufferings for the truth, falls not to the 
. ground. . P.225, 
6. That there is a conference within men t whtch clearly 
anfwers the difcoveryof Scripture about it, P. 228*. 
■A further demonftration of this truth,& how convincing 
a witnefs this is againft Atheifm, held forth, P,2^o. 
How clearly it is made out, there is a reward for 
the righteous, P, 233. 
That verily there is a God wio judgeth in the earth, 
demonftrtted to the conviflion of the World, from 
feveral clear grounds. P. 236. 
That there are evil fpirit s, and fuch 3 diabolical power 
as the Scripture holds forth, witneffed. P, 245, 
1,0. The enmity betwixt the CUldren of God and the 
World'beld forth, and how great a witnefs it is to 
the truth. 248.. 
I/. That the creature is made fubjefi to vanity, be- 
caufe vf/wy dearly dejnonftrated to ihsWorld, and 
$SsL_^._ - the 
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the truth of the Scripture therein. P. 250. 

12. That the end of the righteous is peace. P. 259. 

13. That great truth of the foul's immortality, & how 
miftaken a thing it is, confidered and demonftrated 

< from fome clear undeniable arguments. P. 258. 

How great and ajlonijhing a truth it is, and what other 
thought men would have theiecf, were it rightly 
under/ico'd. P t 264. 

14. That the way of the Lord is perfe£l> and all his 
works dene in judgment, held forth. P. 266. 

This demonftraciun more particularly Wowed out ; 
Ftrfl) in the Whole frame and Jhutlure of the vifiblc 
Church, p. 2 68. 

a. In the conduct and adminiftration of providence 
about the Church. p. 271. 

3. In the great work and contrivance of Redemp- 

P. 276* 

4. In that marvellous order and difpofal of the works 
of God, through the whole creation, and with what 
a fubferviency all things are framed and dire&ed to 
fonie fpecial end, confidered. P. 279, 

The IV. ARGUMENT, 
T\Emonftrates the exadt accompl fhment of the 
^ prophetical part of the ^cr pruic,& the fpecial pre- 
dictions thereof, in thofe periods of time to which 
they relate. . Wtf* jtl^ > 
f Some things /)r/m//}^|h(yeabout. P,. 28f. 

I. What is already fulfilled, confider'd. 

I. That prophecy of old by Noah concerning the 
flood, and its certain taking place held forth. P. 288. 

-2, How that ftiange ftrokc and judgment on men 
in confounding their languages, hath clearly come 
to pafs according to the Sciip'.ure : and how this 
ift an ordinary wa; could l<a have ken brought 
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about, but the very finger of GWunanfwerably ma- 
nifeft therein, demonftrated. P. 290, 
3. The fulfilling of that which was prophefied con- 
, cerning the Church's delivery from Egypt. P. 294. 
^4. What was promifed about the Church of If- ad's 
more full growth, clearly made out. P. 295. 
5. How the Scripture and Prophecies thereof with 
refpecl to the declining times of the Jewi/h Church 
are verified. P. 2oJ>* 
, 6. The exa<ft performance of what by Daniel was 
foretold concerning the rife and fail of the Mo- 
narchies. P« 2 97* 

7. That greateft Prophecy, which is the intent of the 
whole Scripture of God, the coming of the Mrjfins, 
how clearly verified to the World in the appointed 
time. P. 299* 

A rational demonflration thereof, from manifeft and 
undeniable grounds, held forth. P. 30?. 

8. The fure performance of that remarkable Prophe- 
L' }CJT of the incalling of the Gentiles ; and how thi* 

marvellous work, without a divine miraculous 
power, could not be conceived. P. 307. 

9. How clearly that dreadful defolating ftroke on the 
Jews, doth verify what was prophefied about it, 
held forth. 312. 

jIO. How manifeft the coming 9/ ' Antichrifl, and his 
being revealed to the IVorttf now is in the e- 

-vent. v • P 'V 6 ' 

Some ferious queries about this great adverfary, held 
forth ; to (hew what an infatuation thofe muft be 
under, who cannot fee him, when before their 
eyes fo clearly difcoverW. . P. 320. 

The Author's judgment humbly offered about the 
number of the beaft, and the meaning of the Scrip- 
ture therein, with fome grounds for clearing the 

11. What was prophefied about the killing of the 
^^Mn #u . witneffesj 



x INDEX. 
witnefes, now made clear in the event P. 332. 

II. What of the Prophetical part of the Scripture/; 
YET to be accompli (he d, P. 33^ 

1. The full ruin of Antichriflznd his kingdom. P. 33 5. 

2. The incalling of the Jews. P, 33^ 

3. A great frurijhing or the Church, both of J«ws 
and Gentiles. p. , 

4, taWs binding, and the Church's reign with 
Chrift. p. 34S , 

5, The fall and deftrucrion of theftfri^Empire.P.348 

6, Satan's iooftng, and the vi&ory over Gog and 

P. 349* 



The V, ARG U M ENT. 
fpHat we have already feveral grounds of confir- 
mation, and pledges in our hand to allure us, 
that what of the Scripture is to bt accomplifted 
fhaiJ he certainly fulfilled, P. 351, 

1. The very being of the world is one ground. P. 352. 

2. Thofe truths that are of all other mod flrange, arc 
already accomplifhcd \ as about the coming of the 
Mtfftas. P. 359. 

3. That CArj/? hath begun the war again jl An- 
tick? iff, ni\d the enemies of his Church. P. 361. 

4. That the Church's victory over Antkbriff is not 
only began, but in a great mvzlurc advanced. P. 367, 
Wherein the Lotd's extraordinary providence is no 
!efs difcemabte, than in the firft plantiDg of ChrHlia- 
nity by the Apo/Hes, proved by /even zvitntffa, 

I. The wonderful Juccefs* the Gofpel hath had in 
thefe kfi time?. P, 369. 

fi. The Church in thefe lafl times hath met with as 
/harp ajjhuht cf cruel and powerful enemies^ as in 
the primitive umes,fliewcd in feveral, fnftancesP 4 37 r, 

3. 7 he wonder fui patience, refill ion and ckearjul- 
nefi oifojfirtn in thefc late times y with inflames 

thereof. 
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thereof. 373* 

4, The remarkable judgments of God on oppofin of 
his work, of Reformation from Amichnilumfm, 
in feveral infiancet both foreign and domefticlc, 

' and two more lately. P* 37^* 

5, The large mtafure of the Spirit, that followed the 
miniftry of the Gofpel in thefe late times, P. 39 r, 
betides foreign inftances, P. 39Z. 1 The IVork \w the 
Weft of Scotland about the year 1625, P. 393, 
and \x\ClidefdatezbQ\si year 1 630,6c in/r*iWabout 
the year 1628, and thereafter, P. 39+. and in Scot- 
land'm the year 1638 a«d thereafter, P, 396. In* 
fiances of particular Perfons, as Mr. IVeljh and Mr, 
Forbes, P. 397. and Mr. Rutherford, P. 398. 

6, That extraordinary Apyjtolick wdPraphetick Spirit, 
that appeared in fome miniftcrj and others railed in 
thefe late times, P. 399 As, in Scotland Mr. 
John JVelfh, P. 400. Mr. Robert Bruce, P. 405. 
Mr. Davidfn, P409. Mr. Patrick Simfort, P412, 
Mr. Andrew Mclvin, P. 415. Mr, Hugh Kennedy, 
P.417. M"rcot NL\. Robert Bruce, P.4i8.andMr # 
John JVelJh, P. 422. Mr, John Scrimger, P. 426* 
Mr, Robert Blair, P. 427. The Laird of Raith 9 
P. 433. Mr.James Faber,u\ France. P. 434, In Ire* 
land, Mr, Andrew Steward, P.436, WiuJohnStew- 
ard, Provoft of Air, P. 440. A godly Gentlewo- 
man, P. 442. A ft range Paffage cf Judgment on 
a wicked Nobleman, P. 445. 

ij, Thofe marvellous providences of God confirming 
the truth, frneMhe breaking forth of the Gofpel ; 
whereof feveral rare particulars are mentioned, 
former and later, at home and abroad, P. 446, 
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In the Appendix five Inferences* 

1. A Chriftianhathfiomthe/tf^//j'^of theScripture 

a great advantage for his efiabltflwient. P. 469, 

2. There is a fpecial debt on each Chriftian to bear 
witnefs to the faithfuintfs of God. P, 473* 

3. 1 his debt lieth alio on the Churchy to witnefs the 
Lord's faithfulnefs, and on every age, P, 479. 

4. It is a duty to ^//«n» ii/ thnti y and enquire feri- 
oufly thereabout. 487. --( j.) What is the pre ftnt fiaie 
of the Church. 488.-- (2 )What the prefent Jignsof 
the times fetm to point 21,493,- -(3. )To difcern the 
particular fnares and hazards of the iime,503,--(4.) 
What at iuch a time can the righteous do. 5/0 

5. The Scripture- truths , as they are great & marvel- 
lous, they are alfo in the evidence of their verifica- 
tion fo clear and obvious^ as may convince the 
greateft Athetfl* 517, 

ERRATA. 

Pag. 23. lin, 24. blot out the Colon. P24. 1. I r.r, 
Righteoujntfs : /A(?f---P, 25, J, 31. r. Contemplate \ the 
i\ 29 I. 26. r. us: hnw--P. 33* 1. 18. r, / 
P. 43. f. 23. r. The truth-- P. 50. I. l8, r. ply with— 
P. si, I, 26. r. Demies- P. 53. 1. 17. r, better than 
that---?. 61. 1. 32. r, 16,26,— P. 67- ), 16. r, oue, 
real- -P. 83. 1. 12. r. met with-- P. 84, 1. r. Sluth* 
hound- -P, 86, I. i6.r t deftrtiwg^P. 90. 1, 14. r. 
feelion-P. gt. L 6, r, fl**/J&*r Rod- -P. 102. 1 12. r„ 
Jtnidote—?. J 06. L ult, r. -—P. 1 07 1. 22, 

r.&j«f<--P. 1 it, 1, 10, r. E-YI'HKA-P. 12®. I- 33. 
for dijeouraged^ read d'Jlroyedl- P., 122. t l.r, 3 We 
P, 138. 1. 30. for rtar t read fo/A -P. 393. I. 29. r. 
jfrj P.408. K 31, r. wY/ftrf---P. 422. 1. 28. t;Towrr* 

Other Efcapes are left to the Candour of the intel- 
ligent Reader. 
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j H E R E are two Means by which the 
bleffed Majefly of God hath chofen 
to reveal himfelf to the font of men, 
his Word and his Works : which 
may be called the two great Lumi* 
naries, forgiving Light to the Church, 
though the one be greater, I mean 
doth more clearly {hint forth, yea, doth communicate 
light to the other. Thefe, men muft not divide, which 
by fo flrait a tye the Lord hath joined, and by a mar- 
vellous correfpondence hath fet the one over againft 
the other, that it may be eafy to fee his fgithfuhiefs, 
and the accmptijhment tf the Scripturt therein : and 
indeed this is a great concerning truth, that calleth 
for a fenous ftudy, the folid perfwafion of which 
ttould afford a fweet ground of repofe, and reft 
the f °ul, though the earth were all in a combus- 
tion round about, and give a fatisfying anfwer to 
our rnoft folKcitous thoughts and fears. Now this 
this being the intended fubjeft Q f the following dif- 

A C i 01311 firft touch jt a li£tle to the general, 

W then hold forth fome more particular grounds, 

Whence it mzy be clearly demonflrxted. 

B I. That 



2 Hie Fulfilling 

f t That the Scripture of God hath a certain Accm- fm 
flijkmtnt here in the iVorld^ and what is to be under- I> 
flood by the fame, I ftiall endeavour to clear in thefe i 
things, which would be confidcred. 

i. This is the very unfolding of the Lord's decree, 
and fecret purpofe, the bringing forth of his work, \ , 
now within time, to the view 0/ Angels and Men, 
which was before him in the deep of his- thoughts, I 
and Counfel from eternity ; it is an opening up of the } 
fealedBook, which we muft not underftand to be that ' 
fecret Roll of Election, and the Book of Life, wherein 
the Names of the Eleft are, writ ; but Libtr fatidicui, 
the fealcd Book of God's Difpenfations in the World, j 
lbewing out his Counfels, and Defigns, which fliould 
be brought forth in the After- ages of Time : for as the 
JLord did fully comprehend what he was to do, and \ 
all that was to befal his Church, and People from the 
Beginning to the End, long before there was a Be- 
ginning, before the Mountains were formed, fo hath 
he copied, and written out his Heart in the Word 
about the fame, wherein he hath molt plainly fhewed 
forth, what were his bleiTed Purpofes, and Counfel 
of old ; and thus the Thoughts of his Heart, hisWord 
and his Works do fweeily agree, and each one won- 4' " 
derfully 1 anfwere to another. For his Work doth bring 
forth, and accomplifh his Word, that his Decree j 
and Counfel from all Eternity may take Place. 

2, TheScripturc'sAccompliflimentistheTranfcript 
and Writing of it over in Providence -.-where we may U 
fee and admire how the Word doth fhine upon all the 1 
Paths and Footfteps of the Lord toward his Church f 
in every Age, and gives Light to the fame, and what 
*n evident Reflexion his Work hath again upon the 
Word i fo that through the whole Series and Courfc 
of Providence in the Earth, we have a moil exa& Por- 
traiture, and Image of the Scripture, anfwering one * 
t£ another as Face aufwew to Face in the glafs, where 
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it may be ea fy to difcern the copy by the principal, and 
that Refemblance which is betwixt the Building, and 
that excellent pattern, and Model, which is held forth 
thereof in the Word, 

3. TheAccompliihment ofthe Scripture is the very 
turning that, which was the Object of our Faith and , 
ContempUtton,t& be theObje£t of ourSenfe and Feel- 
ing : it is the real Birth, and bringing forth thefe 
Truths unto the World in their appointedTime and fea- 
fon concerning the Church, and particular Chrifti- 
ans, which were hid in that Womb of the promife, 
and many dark Predictions of the Word ; it is fuch a 
Thing as giveth the Promifes and Prophecies, a vi- 
fibieBeing, yea bringethTruth fo near within theReach 
of our Senfcs, that we may even touchy it were,and 
handle the Words of Life. O what an excellent In* 
terprcter is Experience ! Tajie and fee : for thus the fe- 
rious Chriftian gctteth a view of the Scripture, and 
fpiritual Things, which the moft fubtiJ, and piercing 
IJye of unfanclified Schoolmen cannot reach, yea* 
by the Practice of Truth, Nearnefs to God, and 
retiring of the Soul to him, hath oft got more Light 
in an Hour, than others by many Days putting their 
Judgement and Invention upon the Rack, 

4* This is God's own Seal, which he putteth to the 
Word to confirm and ratify the fame ; I do not only 
mean that fecret Seal of the Spirit within, but fome- 
thing more external, that folemn Tefiimony of his 
Works, whereby he doth every Day appeal to Men'i 
Confcience* about his Truth : for his W6rks are very 
manifeft, whereon there is fo clear an ingraving of his 
Truth and Faithfulncfs, that as the Tmprefs and Jmagq 
of the feal is upon the wax, men may ajfo (ce whofc 
fuperfcription and image that is, which doth appear 
on fuch, and fuch paffages of providence, 

5* This is fomething we are not to feek only in the 
extraordinary ac/ts of providence, oj fa any fingufar 
B 2 nod 
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ind eminent path of aChriftian's experience; nay,it dotTl 
fhme forth in the fmalleft and moft cafual things that 
fallout, yea in every Page of that great Volume of 
Providence may it be clearly read. 

en The Scripture's accomplifliment is fuch a thing as 
concerns every Chriftian in his perfonal cafe ; to which 
his ordinary experience doth relate j whereof fuch 
have a large regifter, what of the Word hath been 
certainly proved in the feveral Heps and changes of 
their life, whofe practice doth much lie betwixt im- 
provement of the Word j and obfervation how it is 
fulfilled : fuch can witneft, how under a fpiritual decay 
to be carnally minded is death, and when its well, 
what great peace they have who loveGod's Law: they 
have oft found, that in a ftrait he is a very prefent help, 
and in the way of duty that it's furely good to draw 
near to him ; and in the dofe of their life, can from 
many remarkable and convincing providences de- 
clare the truth, and faithfulnefs of God, And truly 
whilft 1 fpealc here, of the Chriftian's experience, I 
think it's fad, ;ffl? a great fhort-coming, that there is 
not a more ferious improvement of it for this end : 
which is a very concerning duty on fuch who have 
tafted that the Lord is gracious, and O what an excel* 
lent addition would this be to their will ortcftament, 
when they are to leave the World, to leave a teftjmony 
behind them to the fairhfulnefc of God in his Word 
and promife, and thus put their feal to the feme, from 
what they have oft proved by furc experience ! For 
this fliould prove a Angular help to ftrengthen others, 
arid fpread 1 abroad the fame and good report of reli- 
gion : yea, thus one generation fhould declare the 
works of jthe Lord to another, and tranfmit the memo- 
ry of his goodriefs to fucceeding ages. 

7. This is fomething which not only the ChrilHan's 
experience doth witnefs,and in every time taketh place, 
but hath alt) a peculiar reference to thofc ages, and 

periods 
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j periods of times, wherein fuch particular truths 
fhould have their accompliftment. For its true, that 
the Prophets of old did not only in their predictions 
hold forth in general, the truth and certainty of 
thofe things, which fhould fall out ; but they alfo in- 
quired and fearched diligently about the time ; to what 
or what manner of time the Spirit by them did point. 
I Pit i. 11. — For 'tis truly clear, that a piece of 
the Word was under the Law to have its peculiar ac- 
complifhment ; that part of it alfo under the MeiuYs 
Kingdom, in the days of the gofpel fliould be ful- 
filled, and we find a very concerning part thereof be- 
longs to thefe latter times. And there is betwixt fuch 
periods of time and revolution of the Church's cafe t 
and the bringing forth of fuch apiece of the Scripture 
to a performance, a very certain and undoubted connec- 
tion, 'Tis true,we do not yet well underhand ( which 
will be one of the laft manifestations the Church fhal 

1 have, at the end of time, when the myftery of God it 
finifhed) how to fort the event exaftly to the Word : 
but it is fure (and were worthy of our ftudy and ob- 
fervation) how every age hath fomething of the Scrip- 
ture peculiar thereto, yea carricth forward the Lord's 
work and defign a further ftcp. May we not fee how 
one age fulnlleth fuch a piece of the Church's fuffer- 
ings appointed for her, and puts fome great trial and 
fad perfccution over her head, which flie was to meet 
with ; w hi 1ft another age carneth her thorow a* 
other change, and giveth her a time of reft and breath- 
ing ? How fuch a time bringeth Antichrift forward 

* Mo his height, and fuch a following age begins the turn 
of the Church's cafe ? Yea, every feveral period and 
revolution of time, ftilladdeth fomething, to that excel- 
lent biftory of the Word and Providence, which we 
have fince the beginning, and bringeth forth fomething 

a further into the world, of the Lord's counfel and defign 
about his Church. 

E 3 g. The 
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8. The accompli'flilng of the Scripture h fuch a 
thing, we are to look after, in a fpetial way here, 
which concerns this militant and traveling condi- 
tion of the Church ; for if the Scriptures were once 
fully accompliftied, and the great myftery of God 
therein finifhed, there were then nothing more to 
do, his work of providence were at an end, and 
■unie fhould be no more. This is fomethmg, that is 
^'rio^here perfected at once, but is Hill gradually car- 
rying-on, and then fhall be compleat at the refurrec- 
tion of the jufr, and fecond coming of the Lord, 
which is the laft part of Canonical Scripture to be 
made out,*when both his work and his word, and 
time, ftiall be all finifhed together ; but while the 
faints are yet by the way, they have the written word 
and all thofc precious promifes therein, for prefent ufe 
and encouragement. For that is its propcx work, to take 
them fafe thorow this labyrinth of the world, and 
when it hath brought them to land, it hath no more 

- to do; there will be then no more need for a Chriftian 
to go to a promife, and adventure upon it j we fliall 
then no more watch, with the watchmen in a dark 
and ftormy night, and hope for the breaking of the 
day : faith then fhall not be at a ftand, how fuch a 
word fhall be made out, becaufe of invincible diffi- 
culties in its way; no, then it hath done its work, 
and that which is written fhall be fwallowed up, in 
that which is feen and enjoyed, all the firearm of our 

I encouragement will then lofe themfdves in a greater 
depth. O then its finifhed and done, what all the pro- 
mifes, prophefies, and threatnings of the Word were 
bringing forth : and then no more need of fomethmg 

- as a pledge and earned in hand, to them who have the 
full poiTeffion of the inheritance, & under whofe feet 
the God of peace hath trod Satan and all their ene- 
mies, : jjMp"* 
J 9* 
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9 , I fhall add this, the accomplifliment of the 
Scripture is fornething, which is not only demon- 
ftrated to a Chriftian by fenfible influences, and God'* 
fecret working with his Spirit, but is made cut to the- 
obfervation of men, in the way of providence ; an* 
not only witnefled by that internal evidence of the? 
Spirit, but by an external teftimony, whfth both ra- 
tionally holdeth this out to the judgment, and fen- 
fibly to the fight and experience: and this is the ftron- 
geftand moft: fuJl of all outward evidences, fince the 
world muft fhut their eyes if they do not fee it, and a 
Chriftian muft deny what he both feeth and fceleth, 
if he deny a witnefs to this. 

II. We would confider the eccmptijhmtnt cf the 
'Scriptun, as that which is the Lird's peculiar work arid 
deft pi in tbi IKrld, and that great bufinefs which is 
upon the wheels of providence amidft the various' 
changes and revolutions, Which are here within ttme, 
for bringing about whereof the blefled thought! of 
his heart are fixed and unalterable. This is indeed a 
grave and ferious truth, worthy to be mare noticed and 
Taid to heart by men, that the glorious providence of 
God, which goeth throughout the earth, and doth 
particularly reach all things which corne to pafs, thet 
fmalleft as well as the greateft interefts of men, in all 
thefe doth move certainly and infallibly for the ac- 
compliftiing of the Scripture, which is that great 
thing God hath before his eyes :.for it is no perfona! 
'Interefts of men, how great fo ever they be, that can 
*nfwer this end ; it is fornething beyond the fetting 
lip of Kings, or overturning Kingdoms and Nation?, 
that he doth mind amidlt thefe various changes, 
which are in the World; Yrs fome greater thing, than 
that which we moft notice, the Lord thereby defigns, 
how fuch a party is advanced, and others brought low, 
for thefe things come within the reach of his care and 
B 4 providence) 
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providence, in fo far as the fulfilling of the Scripture h 
therein concerned,— the outmaking of the promifes, 
and threatnings ; one fy liable whereof he doth more va- 
lue than all the Crowns and Kingdoms of the earth, 
yea will not let it fall to the around, tho' it flhodd 
beat the rate of laying cities and countries defolate. 
For it's in this the Lord taketh pkafure,and exercifeth 
his bleffed tho'rs, even the bringing about what he hath 
fpoken in his Wc*cL 

Now to clear this further, I fhall hold forth thefe 
following grounds, whence it may appear* 

Firft, The fulfilling of the Scripture, or written 
Word, is fo great a thing, and of fueh Concernment, 
that the bfeJIcd Majefty of God thought it worthy 
of a place in his heart from all eternity. This was be- 
fore him in his thoughts and counfels of old ; even that 
marvellous work, which mould be the after- prod u ft, 
and outmaking of his Word to his Chuich here within 
time, and furely was fuch a plot and contrivance, that 
as no lefs than infinite love, wtfJom and power, were 
required to bring it about, fo it was well becoming 
the Majefty of God, and worthy to be the work of 
all the three bleffed per Ton* of the Trinity, O if we 
could go down a little into this deep, and fee the won- 
ders that are there, we mould rind, that knowledge 
which ufually leffencth our admiration of other things, 
would heighten it here : it would be new to us every 
day to think how great and marvelous a thing that is 
which the Word is bringing forth. 

2. It is upon this, even the Performance of the 
Word, that the prefent encouragement, and future 
bleffednefs of the faints doth lie* For the great intercft 
of the Church is adventured upon the Word t and em- 
barked with it, which would be loft ; yea their flock 
and treafure which is laid up in heaven, and all that a 
Chriftian is worth, which is hid up in the promife, 
WCic then perilled,-^ if the Scripture fliould want an 

ac- 
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accompIHhrmnt ; the godly man hath then run and la* 
boured in vain, and thofe who are fallen afleep inChrifr, 
have died in a fad delation : providence would belike 
the work of the foolifh builder, who begun and knew 
not how to finifli, O how highly then is the Lord 
concerned in fulfilling of his Word ? That he may 
perfect what concerns his people, and having furely 
paid the price put them aJfo in pofieffion, 

3,Thcre is yet more than theintercfts of Angels and 
men, yea than heaven and earth is worth* that de- 
pends upon the outmaking of the Scripture ; the glory 
of God 5 and efpecially the praife of that great attribute 
his faithfuintfi, which he will have no lefs dine forth 
in the performance of his Word, than hb power and 
wtfdom in this great fabrick of the univerfe, and 
thtfe marvellous productions of nature* For he hath 
magnified hb Word above all his works : therefore is 
his heart greatly fet upon this, even the bringing to 
pafs what he hath fpoken ; which if in the leaft mould 
fail, this were no le6 than to make God a liar, and fal- 
sify his Word, who is through all the Church known 
by this bleffed name, Tht God of truth. 

4., We {houjd confidcr this, as that -great truf% 
Which is put in his hand who only in heaven and earth 
Was found worthy to open the Book of God's decrees 
and cruifels,and loofc the feals thereof: a trufl, which 
the Lord did not adventure upon the Angels, the 
fmalleft promife being fuch as requires no lefs than 
an omnipotent power and the arm of Jehovah^ to bring 
it about. For which end, he whom the Father hath 
anointed, is gone forth as a mighty man who rcjoic- 
eth to run his race, that he may perform his Word, 
and execute this great defign in the adminiftration of 
providence, about his Church and People j which he 
will not ceafe or give over, until the myftery of God 
in the Scripture, and all that was fpoken by the Pro- 
phet^ be put to a clofe, when Heaven and Earth at the 
B 5 pouring 
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.pouring out of the lift vial, fhall give that folcmn 
ihout and exclamation! It is finijktdy it is finijhtd* 
O if this were once fully per fed, there would be to 
mure to do ; then the Winter were pa ft, and the 
Summer come, the fong of Mofn and the Lamb 
fliould be heard, becaufe the bride hath made her felf 
ready, then let all the trees of the wood rejoice, the hills 
break forth into Tinging, and ali that is therein be glad, 
becaufe theScripture and the great defign thereof Is fully 
fin tihed , and the day of the perfefl liberty of the Sons of 
God is come r ^"IMflijl^ 

5, The accomplifbmcnt of the Scripture is of fuch 
concernment, that nothing can be done until it be once 
finifhed. For this, time muft wait, the Sun muft keep 
its courfc, and the. ordinances of the Heaven continue 
as they are* the World is but a fcaffold until this budd- 
ing be perfected ; for this the grave doth ftill retain 
her prifoners, and the duft of the Saints muft yet reft in 
hope, the creation (till groaneth, and the marriage- 
fupperofthe Lamb is deterred, the cry of the fouls 
under the altar get not a full return, until all that is 
written in the Word be fulfilled. 

6* We would confider, this is the great thing which 
the Lord this day is carrying on, even* the accompli fo- 
ment of his Word* For this is moft brought upon de- 
bate, of anything befides ; the World challenged ir, 
and the hearts of the godly do oft call it in queftion j 
the Atheift feoffs at it, and fayetb, Where is the pro- 
mifeof his coming i There are often to appearance in- 
fuperable difficulties in the way of its performance : 
.therefore doth the Majefty of God fo much concern 
himfelf in this, for bringing about of which he is in a 
holy way reftlefs, and providence in an unceflant mo- 
tion, until he hath done that which he hathfpokta 
in hi* Word.' It was for this caufe(tbat the Scripture 
might be accompliflied) that the Word was mads 
lieu*, and he who, counted ^ ao rebbeqr to be c^ual with* 
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God, did take upon himfelf the form of a fervanr. 
This is of fuch account in his eyes, that what time he 
fpcaks concerning a Nation or People, ere t^come-' 
Dot to pafs, he will rather put forth omnipotency, . 
for the working of miracles, and change the very 
courfe of nature : for this, he will make the deep dry,, 
make a way through the red Sea, and cautejtrdan to* 
ftand as in heaps, that he may keep promife to his 
People ; if there be no way for bringing abouf his 
Word,but through a Sea of blood, and over the benes 
and carcafTes of his enemies, he will do it, and bring 
it to pafs, though Walled Cities, and the Sons of 
Anak mighty and ftrong, fhould ftand in the- way 
thereof. Abraham** old age, and Sarahh dead womb 5 
muft not fruftrate this : if the promife of the Church's 
reftoration cannot be made out without a wonder- 
ftewed upon dry bones fcattered at the graves rtourh,; 
this fhall not be wanting ; when God faith, he"! bri i g- 
down the enemies of his Church, if the duft of 
ground ihouldrarife, down they muft come.. How 
many great defigns of men hath this blefled dcfu'n tha : 
the counfel of the Lord may ftand) crufhed and brokr 1 
en ?■ fo that their work and counfel hath been as tho 
SpiJer's web, when it ftood croft to thij end. The god- 
ly need not fear, that he be not a prefent help \i\ time* 
Of trouble : for he will keep his word herein, though 
the Earth fhould be overturned, and the Mqunra rri a 
caft into the mklft of the Sea* O who hath- refined his 
counfel i What are all thefe viciffitudes and chin <- 
here in the World, but making way for the Scrip' u e'5 
I accompli fhrhent ? With what defire doth he jr, vj 
Wards this end ? So chat as in Ztchary 6. 8. the 
ftruments by him appointed for executing his ; 
ment and the threatinines of the Word, vJi f.;id 
have quieted his- Spirit, ins decrees are mount ah 
brafsj which are unchangeable ; the thought 
heart take place in ali generations : therefore k 
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mhkh it gone forth out of his mouth, (ball not return 
empty* but the plcafure of the Lord (hall profper in 
his hand. 

Ill, Tbi dmmplijhmint tftbg Stripturt is a truth 
Vitf diar and maniff/l^hmof none can pretend igno- 
rance, if they do not ftut their eyes, and force their 
own light, from the fear of fuch a difcovcry. For the 
obfrruftion doth not lie in the darknefs of the objector 
that men cannot fee this j fince we have it fo clearly 
held forth in great and legible character* ; nay,wc rouft 
fay, the caufe is culpable, there is much of the will in 
it, which renders fuch an ignorance without excufe. 
O that this fliould be fo little lookt after, a matter of 
fuch near and weighty concernment, when there needs 
not an other demonstration, but ami and fu the works 
of the Lord through the earth ! For he hath herefo far 
condefcended to his People, as to bring the truth near, 
that they even feel and handle the fame : yea, he doth 
in a manner fay to every one as to Tbeptas y put in pur 
hands r touch the Word, and truth thereof, and be no 
longer faithlcfi, but tafte and fee, that the Lord is good, 
and that he is true In what he hath fpoken. 

We are indeed to look for a more clear and full 
difcovcry of this truth, the nearer the Church is to the 
end of time. There is a Jabyrintb,as it were,of turnings 
and windings, through which we may fee the Word 
oft brought, fo as we lofe fight thereof, and are ready 
to dagger about its performance : but it's as true, that 
the moil eminent confirmations, the faints ever had 
of this truth, have been after greater! {bakings there- 
about. Yea, the Lord hath in all ages, fo vifibly fealed 
his Word by its performance, that we may fay, can he 
be a Chriftian and a ftranger to this in his experience ! 
or a fcrious ort-iookeron providence and the difpen- 
faiionsof the time, wherein he lives, and a Granger to 
it, in his obfefYation ! yea, can any be fo wholly 

brutifti, 
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brutifh,as not to difcern a thing fo clear that oft-timci 
thofc-who run, may read I t . - 

But to fpeaka little more to this, I fhalU here 
point at fome things, that may Ihew how manifeft 
this truth is. 

i» Is it not very clear, which we fee cv^y day 

brings to light? A truth fo confpicuous, both in God's 
ordinary way with his Church, and in the fevcral ftepi 
and paffages of a Chriftian's life I For thefe mercies 
which bring the Word and promife to pafs, are 
new every morning, and cry aloud, if we could hear, 
great is his faithfulnefs. This is indeed tried: and needs 
there more, to convince a blind man, that his fight is 
reftored to him, but that he certainly fecth ? furc they 
never wanted confirmations here, who do but feri- 
ouily feek to be comfirmed. 

2. Is it not a clear truth, which not only is found 
upon the exacleft tryal ; but is witnessed by fuch who 
ever tryed it in their moil preiEng ftraits, and extre- 
mity i for it's in the darkeft night this truth hath moft 
brightly fhined : and thefe more remarkable ventu- 
rous aft* of faith, have they not ftill brought forth 
moft convincing experiments of this truth ? We 
may fay, there is none can give a better account of the 
performance of the Word, then thofe who again ft 
hope, have believed in hope, that this never made 
them afhamed, 

3. Is it not alfo clear, whereof there are fuch fo- 
lemn extraordinary confirmations in all ages ? For that 
his name is near, his wondrous works declare, I am 
fure,no time could ever deny its witnefs, how by great 
convincing providences, both of judgment and mercy, 
it hath been fo fealed, as hath forced Athcifts to 
keep Silence : no time, wherein the Church had not 
oufe to ere£t a pillar, and engrave thereon, Wt havt 
fun with mr ^ts the great and wondrous works of the 
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Lord, by which he hath witnefscd the truth of hk 
Word, 

4. Is it not a manifeft tnith,whfch even in the moft 
firan^e, and dark footfteps of providence, fo clearly 
fliincth forth ? Thcfe, which at the fir ft look are an 
aftoaiflfeient, and hard to be unJcrftood, yet after 
mail clearly verify the Scripture 5 that whilft the 
Lord's way goeth out of our fight, yea, out of the 
ordinary road of his working:, through a labyrinth of 
turnings, and crofs difpenfations, yet at length it 
doth evidently clear, and difin tangle it felf, which 
men may oft fee break forth as the fun out of a dark 
cloud, that ftuneth the more brightly, the more at 
was obfcured, 

5, Is it not very clear, which can be demonftrated 
by fuch vifible effects in thefe great changes of the 
World ? For the fulfilling of the Scripture is not a 
thing hid in a corner, but oft publtflied in the houfe- 
tops, that men may fee legibly written, upon King- 
doms and Nations, the dc folate ruins, and devalua- 
tion of cities and houfes great and fair, which are 
made to be without inhabitants, fo as thofe who go 
by may clearly read the caufe, and bear that witnefs, 

' L*) there is Jin vifihly punijhed according to the Word. 
6« How clear is this, which we have fo evidently 
drawn out, and afled over in a Chrifiian walk ? For 
what el fe is the fpiritual converfation of fuch, thofe 
vifible effects and evidences of the grace of God all 
along a Chriftian's way, but a vifible convincing wit- 
neis to the performance of the word ? Have not fuch 
a very audible Echo and re found to that which is the 
great drift and Scope of the Scripture ? where men 
may fee the Bible turned over into a practical hiftory, 
written forth, and ailed on the heart, and conver- 
fation of the faints, as on a ftage, or theatre : the 
Word living, fpeaking, moving, and clearly diffufmg 
it felf through all the veins 4 as it were, and conduits 
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of a Chriftian's life ; fo that if the truth, and reality of 
the grace of God be a thing man if eft, and unqueftio-r 
nable, we muft alfo fee therein the real performance 
Of the Scripture. 

7 # I ffaailaddj we may clearly fee how one piece 
of the Scripture is nothing elfe but the punctual ful- 
filling, and accomplifhment of the other : how that 
which was (hadowed out by dark types, under the 
Law, and held in a Prophecy, through the Old Tes- 
tament, is written before our eyes in a plain, and 
real biitory in the New Teftament, and that the gof- 
pet is only a fulfilling of the Law and the Prophets. 

IV. Though it is very manifeft, and by undeniable 
proofs can be demonftrated, that the Scripture hath a 
real 'accompliftment, and doth certainly take place, 
in the conftant courfe of providence here in the 
VVoilJ, that I am.fure if men do not darken them* 
fdves they can be no ftrangersto fuch a thing ; yet we 
muft fay, This truth which moll near If concerns h t$ 
the mod of men* (even fuch who feem to give a large 
affent to the Word) a myjltry and dark riddle. There 
are few who d#but enquire if there be fuch a thing, 
if the promifes and threatnings have indeed a certain 
cutmaking ; few do ftrioufly ponder the providences 
of God, in which the truth, and faithfulneft of the 
Word ftiineth forth, that they may thereby be fur- 
ther confirmed ; we fee that to many ( alas too 
any) the great concernments of the Law and ever* 
firing happinefs are a trivial and an impertinent bull- 
ntfs : this is a truth the World doth pafs without 
regarding: fuch as fporc at Religion, when they coma 
to earncft here, dare not (land before this difco very ; 
it concerneth them much to reconcile their principles 
with their practice, their fear begetteth hatred, and 
both put their wit and invention on the rack, how to 
difpute away any remainder of a confcience, to im- 

prifoj* 
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prifon their light, and under the pretext of reafon, run 
down godlinefs, and the abfolute neceffily there- 
of : ye*! befides, doth not fenfmfity, wherein many 
wallow, and fleep themfelvcs, fo dull and drown the 
foul, put fuch an in terpofition of the Earth betwixt 
them, and this truth, as wholly darkens it ? And, 
oh, how fad, that many having a large profeffion to 
lie Chriftians, fcarce ever knew what it is to put the 
Word to an eflay and trial, in the concernments of 
their life 5 to have their light followed with experi- 
ence, wherein the very truth and reality of Reli- 
gion Jicth, 

To clear this, I (hall hold forth fome things, 
which may fhew how little this truth of the Scrip- 
ture's accompliihment is known, or ftudied by the 
moft of men, 

I, The abounding of fo much Atheifm, that there 
are many who not only difclaim the practice ot 
that Religion they feem to profefs, but do flare them- 
felvcs in moft direft oppofition to the rules and 
principles thereof; thefe to whom the Scripture it 
but as a Romance, yea, who do only converfe there- 
with to prove their wit and parts ft impugning the 
fame j who avowedly mock at the judgments, and 
providences of God ; I confefs there may be reck- 
oned Monfters, a very prodigy in the time, wherein 
they live 5 though, alas, it is not the lea ft part of the 
World ! and which is Grange ! we fee the moft hor- 
rid Athiefts do ufually abound where the light of 
the Gofpcl hath moft mined : the favage places w 
the Earth bring forth no fuch monftrous births, as are 
hatcht within the villble Church ; for thus the judg- 
ment of God putteth a blacker dye on them than o- 
tbers, O what a terrible found would the fulfilling 
of the Scripture have in men's ears, if they once 
came to have ferious thoughts thereof ; fine* they 
cannot admit Ah s but they muft certainly read their 

own 
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*wn fentence of death, which a few days (ball put 
in execution ; and if the Scripture be true, they are 
then unfpeakably miferable I 

2, That indifferency which we fee amongft men 
about Religion, and the moft concerning truths of 
fcripture, doth ftiew how little this is known or laid 
to heart : whence, there is fuch a generation who do 
not profefledly deny the fcripture, yet can turn it over 
in a fchool- problem, and wonder that men fhould 
ingage fo far upon It. It is not that it is hid from 
them, but they truly chufe to hide themfelves from 
it ; as more fuiting that intereft they drive, that 
the truth of God fhould be rather a matter of opinion 
than of faith, a thing which they would difputCj but 
not believe. But,0, what other thoughts would a clear 
fight of this, caufe,— That within fo few days the 
truths and threatnings of the Word fhall be fad ear- 
ned ; the fulfilling whereof no Jharpnei* of wit, nor 
fubiil arguments, will be able to evade ! 

3, That there is fo much barren theory of Divine 
truths in 'the world, with fo little ferious Chrjftian 
diligence, doth it not fadly witnefs how fmall ac- 
quaintance men have with this truth ? Whence, we fee 
fo great a part of thofe who profefledly acknowledge 
the word, and are daily converting with it, yet can 
give no other account thereof, but report ; fo many 
that can fatisfyingly difcourfe of the Scripture, could 
never put their feal to it 9 ihuGod tstrut therm. Whence 
are fo many great School -divines, and able Mini- 
fters for parts, fuch vifible Atheifts in their way, and 
practice ? Is it not, they really judge Divinity and 
Religion, rather a fcience, and matter of fpec illa- 
tion, than a matter of fenfc and feeling, which 
men ftiould more live than fpeak, and cannot be knowa 
without experience, the true end of knowledge? 
But, O this cannot be found in boob, men will 
not meet with it in a throng of chokeft notions, it 

confoundeth 
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confoundcth the wife, and the difputer of this world, 
whilft the meaneft and moft hmple Chriftian oft 
knoweth more than thofe of grcatcft parts. 

4. The great Hypocrify which is in the world, I 
mean within the vifible Church, doth too clearly 
(hew, that this truth is little thought on, or laid to 
heart. For what is that falfe (hew, and appearance 
( which we may fay is not a fin, but the very finful- 
nefsoffin ) Is it not the height of Atheifm ? And a 
real contradiction in their praflice, to this, that the 
Scripture of God is true, and will have an unquefti- 
onable accomplilhment ? O could any be fo mon- 
ftroufly irrational, to drive this poor plot, how to 
appear that which they are not, to be at fuch pains 
to act the part handfomely of a ferious Chriftian, to 
perfonate his tears, and grief, his fpiritual frame, 
his zeal for God, if he did think gravely on this truth, 
and did believe the threatnings of the Word ; that 
they will furely take place and be within a little while 
no complement,but fad carneft,& that he is every hour 
/landing under that Scripture- wo againft Hypo- 
crites ? I am fure it would make his very hair ftand 
upright, his joynts loofe, and his thighs fmite upon 
one another, could he but ferioufly think upon this. 

5. Thofe unwarrantable ways which in a time of 
trial men take for their efcape, may witnefs this, that 
the word they do not judge a Aire ground to venture 
on. Whence is there fuch hefitttion in fuffering times ? 
From that day many taking their leave of Chrift, 
who have rather chofen fin than afflid1ion?0 is it not that 
they judge the teftimony of the God of truth is not 
fufficient fecurity to carry them through fuch a ftrait, 
and are not fully perfwaded that it muft come to pafs 
what he hath promifed ? For if they were, they 
fliould reckon it their greatcft fafety to embarque 
their intereft on fo fure a ground, and with much qui* 

•toefs 
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etnefs repofe their foul, and dilburthen their care by 
putting it over on the word. 

6. What doth the frequent difcouragement and un- 
comfortable walk of the People of God fpeak forth i 
doth it not witnefs how little they are in earned with 
this great truth of the Scripture's accomplifliment, or 
eftabliflit herein ? What meaneth thefe diftruft- 
ful fears, and perplexed complaints ? If their eyes 
be but open to know, they have fuch a well as the 
promife of God, at their hand, how is it that the 
fmalleft ftraits are fo puzling, and ready to out- 
wit them, that they fo ufually (tumble at thecrofs ? 
And as things from without do appear, their encou- 
ragement made to ebb and /low ? Is not here the 
caufe, That they ftagger at the promife, whilft pro- 
babilities in fome vifible way, do not go along for 
its performance ? It's truely eafy to have fome fweet 
notions of faith at a diftance, but whilft the trial 
comes near, upon fuch a clofe approach, that there is 
not another way, but to put the whole ftrefs of their 
particular intereft on the Word, and on it alone, 
many are then at a ftand, becaufe they arc not thoro*- 
ly allured, that though the earth fhould be overturned, 
there is an abfolute necefEty for the promife of God to 
take place. 

Now from thefe things may it not appear, that this 
grave truth of the Scripture's accomphfhmcnt is but 
little known, or ftudied ? I confefs, we may think on 
it with aftonifhment, how a matter fo nearly concer- 
ning us is not more our work f there are indeed many 
things worthy to be known, but our ftiort life can 
fcarce allow time, or give leafurc for the ftudy there- 
of. But O this,though we had only two days to live. 
I think might require the one, to be fure and per- 
fwaded about the truth of that whereon our hea- 
ven and eternal Bleflednefs lieth, and on which we 
muft lay our laft Hold, when we arc in the paffage at 
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that Grange ftep betwixt time and eternity. 0 what 
a wonder, how rational fouls who walk on the bor- 
der of the greateft hope and fear imaginable, can 
yet be (o unconcerned thereabout ! fuch ferious thoughts 
might force men to retire, and go fit alone ; and 
truly thefc things gravely confidered may feem ftrangc 
and hard to reconcile. 

1. That there is fuch a thing as the very Word and 
Teftimony of God this day upon record, where- 
with we have fo much to do, which doth offer it 
fclf to men's trial, and exacteft fcarch ; and yet we 
put it fo little to that touchftone, that wt may 
know it upon an other account, than repoS or bear- 
fay. 

2. How in a matter of fuch high importance as fal- 
vation through all eternity, and the ground of this 
hope, men (hould take the truth on an implicit faith, 
or fatisfy themfclves with a common aflent there- 
to, as though it were enough to witnefc our believing 
the fame, becaufe we did never doubt or call it in 
queftion : I am fure, men would not be fo lax, and fo 
eafy to fatisfy, in the mod common intcreft they have 
here in the World. 

3. How can men render to others a reafon of their 
hope, when it is enquired, who did never afk a reafon 
of this at themfelvcs ? or will thofe feal the truth with 
their blood, who never had it fealed upon their heart 
by experience ? 

4. Whence is it that men can have comfort in 
Scripture, who are not well grounded in the faith there- 
of ? Indeed thofe who are folidly perfwaded about 
the truth, and its certain out-making, may have much 
joy and peace ; whilft they know, the ground of their 
confidence can bear up any ftrefs or burden they lay 
upon it. And for what end did the Lord witnefs the 
certainty of his Word by two immutable things, 
wherein 'tis impoffiblc for him to lie, but that from fo 

J!fel fure 
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fure and ftrong a ground, his People might have 
ftrong confolation ? 

5. How can any think to adventure their immor- 
tal foul upon that, whereon they fear to venture an 
outward intereft ? or put over their dearcft things into 
his hand and keeping, who could never fay, they know 
in whom they believed ? 

6. May it not feem ftrange, that men can believe 
a certain performance of the Word and promifes, 
and not be more deeply affecled therewith ? O is this 
true, (hall it furcJy come to pafs, and not one jot 
thereof fali to the ground ! and (hould it not caufe us 
to awake in the night, and ever bear us company i 
Ought we not to think our fclves at a fad pafs, that 
day, wherein we take not a turn in the meditation of 
divine truths, if we be fure that thefc muft take 
place ? 

7. I would add, if this be indeed the Scripture of 
God,which furely hath an accomplifliment,0 how is it 
we are fo little Chriftians f Why doth men's walk fo 
fcdly jar with fo great an hope ? What manner of per- 
rons fliould thofe be, that are perfwaded, within a little 
lime thefc heavens muft pafs away as a fcroll, the ele- 
ments melt with fervent heat, and the earth be burnt 
up ? I think, if this will not prefs home on men, to be 
fervent and diligent, they muft be in a very fad leth- 
argic 

V. The accomplijhment of Scripture is a mojl char, and 
undeniable witnefs of its divinity ; that it is his Word, 
who is not like man to lie, or the fbnof man to repent, 
and hath this as its diftinguilliing charafler, that not 
one fyllable thereof falls to the ground : This is the 
undoubted priviledge of God, and of him" atone, to 
forefee things contingent, which are many ugea after 
to fall out, & have no dependence upon ncccfijry, and 
natural caufes ; and truly, this may be a convincing 
A r gumcnt, yea, wc may lay, of all external tc£imo- 

nict 
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nies h the gretteft; but it's firange to think what a ge- 
neration there is, who can fport at the Scripture, and 
queftton the truth thereof! who yet did never once fe- 
rioufly enquire if fuch a thing be true, clfe fo clear a 
witnefs might Hare them in the face. Such a party we 
fhould look on with companion. It's alfa fad to think 
at how poor a rate, far below their allowance, many 
of the Saints do here live, becaufe there is fo little 
of that excellent and more noble Spirit, tofearch the 
Scripture for their further comfort and cftabKOimcnt 
thereby. 

It is true, this bleiTed record doth bear witnefs to it 
felf, and is known by its own light : whereon there is 
fuch a yifible imprefs of the glorious God, fuch 
convincing marks of its true defcent, as may 
throughly fhew whofe it is, and how far it exceeds 
all human invention ; and thus by a clear manifefta- 
tion of thetruth, doth commend it felf to men's con- 
fciences,asa fa fe ground whereon they may repofe 
thur foul It is alfo clear, how wonderfully the 
Scripture hath been preferved, and the original copies 
thereof kept through all ages, that what ever 
fmall variation there may appear as to fome Ap\cull % 
which in fome places hath caufed diverfe readings, yet 
in any neceflary, or faving truth, the greateft Criticks 
will confefs they do not in the lea ft vary ; and, it is, 
known (wherein we are to adore that fpeciaf provi- 
dence of God) that the Jewifh Church,, to whom' 
this facred dtptfitum was delivered, did with fiich 
exaft and lingular care look" to the fame, even in the 
leaft tittle, or letter thereof ; this being the great work 
and ftudy of the Mazorites, from one age to an- 
other, to fee to the preferving of that great record, 
from being in the leaft vitiated or corrupted and the 
greateft adverfaries of the truth cannot pofllbly deny 
that agreement betwixt thofe many original copies, 
jsi the whule fubftanccj which may be very convin- 



of the Scripture, 23 

cing to the World, And do not men fee, how marvel- 
ous the whole frame of the Scripture is ? What a 
correfpondency betwixt all the parts thereof, that no- 
thing in it doth in the leaft vitiate the proportion and 
"beauty of the work,but it has all alongan evident ten- 
dency to advance holineft h conform the foul toGod: 
With a wonderful confent and harmony in anfwering 
to this great end, we fee the fimplirity, and plainnefi 
of its ftyle, yet backt with a convincing Majefty, 
and authority upon the confidence ; yea,befides,it hath 
been attefted by miracles, that were great in them- 
felves, famous in their time,tranfmitted to the Church 
in after-ages, with unanfwerable evidences of their 
truth ; that not only the witnefs of the Word, but 
other prefling and rational grounds may let us fee 
there could be no deceit, or impofhirc therein. 

Thefc are a great teftimony to the truth: but I may 
fay on very fure ground, that, next to that great wit- 
nefs of the Spirit, there is no argument more convin* 
cing to reach Atheifm a ftroke, and throughly fatis- 
fy an exercifed fpirit, who may be plunged about this 
great thing, the authority of the Scripture, than a 
clear difcovery of its performance whilft under the 
aflault of fuch a temptation ; if this be the very word 
of God, they may but retire within, & then turn theif 
eyes abroad in the World, to fee what a v\dblc im- 
prefs of the Word is flamped on every piece of the 
work, and providence of God. Now for further clea- 
ring I would offer thefe few things, 
[' u The accomplifhrnent of the Scripture is a 
very publick teftimony from Heaven to its divinity, 
whilft the Lord by his works through the earth, which 
arc done in the view of Angels & men, doth folemnly 
avow that this is his Woid, For we muir fay, his work 
within on the hearts of his People, & wirhout about 
the Church, is fuch, whereat men, yea all the magi- 
cians of the canh,may fland amazed, and confefs that 

nothing 
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nothing left than a divine almighty power can ic- 
complifti the fame, 

2. This gives in the witnefs of all the generation of 
the righteous : who from the beginning have proved 
the truth thereof, yet, 'tis fealcd by the blood of many 
excellent Chriftians, fame of whom though they could 
not well drfpute for it, yet had fo ftrong a demon - 
firation of the power of the truth within, as made it 
aneafy work to die for the fame. 

3. This doth clearly ftcw, the Scripture is an un- 
changeable rule of righteoufnefs that alters not ; but 
takes place in all ages, whence fuch as are wife to 
bring providence in to the Word, and compare the 
experience and remarks of one time with another, 
may have a great reach, & be thus led in a fure path, 
as to the forefeeing of events, 

4* This alfo doth demonftrate, that it Is his Word, 
who doth rule and guide the World, and hath a fove- 
rcign dominion over the fame : whilft we may here 
'fee fuch remarkable events, which both In the prcfent 
and in former times have fallen out, as may {hew 
a power, that can reach the grcateft with a' ftroke, 
fluke the moft efiabliftied Kingdoms, and even over 
the belly of infuperable difficulties, accomplifh the 
Word j yea,that furely the Spirit of the wheels which 
moves them, is from him whofe Word this is. For it 
is not more clear, that thefe curtains of the Heavens 
are ftretcht forth over the earth, than that the Scrip- 
ture is ftretcht out over the whole work and frame of 
providence : fo as that all the motions andfteps thereof, 
even of the moft cafual things that fall out, have a vifi- 
ble tendency to accompli(h thofe ends which the 
Scripture hath held forth. 

5 .This clearly flieweth, it muft be his Ward, who 
hath forefeen all things that were tobefel theChurcb, 
and the various changes and adventures of every Chri- 
0ian/i life through time : whilft it is fo wonderfully 

fcaped 
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(h aped and fuitcd to every new trial of the church, 
as if intended only for that time, and to every cafe 
of a godly man, as though it had been alone writ for 
them. 

6. This alfo flieweth, that he who is the author of 
the Scripture, and hath framed that admirable piece, 

> muft have fome immediate cdrrefr)ondence with the 
Spirit of man, knoweth our fitting down, and rifing 
up, yea, doth fearch the heart and the reins. For 
experience can tell how the Word is directed to th 
heart, doth reach the moft inward contrivances the: 
1 of, doth fo clearly reveal and open up a Chriftian to 
, himself, that we may fay, of a truth he is the God of 
the Spirits of all fleflj, and one greater than our heart, 
; whofe it is. 

7. I fhall further add, the fulfilling of the Scrip* 
turc in the experience of the Saints doth fliew, it is 
nor a dead letter, but hath power, and life i and 
there muft be an enlightning quickning Spirit, that 
furely goeth along with the fame. This clearly demon- 
strates fomething above words, yea, above nature, in 
the written Word, that can make fuch a change upon 
the foul, give life to the dead, open the eyes of the 

; blind, yea, can turn a lump of earth, that former- 
ly tended downward, now without any violence 
I to move, from a principle of life towards God, as the 
fparksflee upward. 

j VI. The accomplijhment of thi Scripture isamoU 
Ufafi*** truly delt£iQbk fubjeti, worthy of our 
iKtious thoughts, and ftudy. For here is held out the 
\ hit- heft truth, for the judgment to contemplate the 
J truth and faithful nefs of God in the Word ; and here 
is alfo the greateft good for the affections to embrace, 
and delight in, as that wherein our whole bappinefs 
to certainly wrapt up. It is undeniable, that it is the 
godly man, who knoweth beft whit true and folid 
C pkafure % 
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plcafjre is s which he doth not lofe, by turning his 
heart from the creature to God, hut maketh a bleffed 
exchange. O, how Tar do the pys and delights of 
the foul exceed thefe of the fenfes ! And the delight 
of a Chriftian, how far doth it furpafs that of a natural 
jnan, even in his beft eftate ! and fure, this precious 
frudy of the daily performance of the Word, is one 
of thefe paths of pleafure, which would bring in more 
folid joy to the ipirit in fome few hours, than fome 
years wallowing in the carnal delights of the flcfh, 
which is but 25 pleafure in fport, but quickly turn- 
cth to grief in earmft. It is one of the great miflakes 
of the World, that religion tends fo much to fadden 
and difquiet the Soul ; nay, it is certainly the want 
of this, becaufe we are fo little truly religious* When 
we muffle over our duty, and take but a patting look 
of the ways and work of God in the World, then 
it is indeed very affrighting, and unpleafant $ but 
when in a more Chriftian way, we do ferioufly look 
thereupon, and get our heart near God, taking the 
Word along with us, O how delightful, and ravifhing 
a fight will this be ! I truly think, though there 
were not a command, though it were no duty, nor 
fuch advantage in the ftudy of thi* grave truth, yet 
that joy and refrefbment, which the foul would find 
in fuch a diligent fearch, in going down into this blef- 
fed deep, mould invite us thereto. 

But when I fpeak of this, what a fweet, and de- 
lightful fubjta, the performance and outmakingofthe 
Scripture is, it muft be underftood, that it is fo only 
to the faints : and it is no wonder, the World keep at 
fuch a diftance from it ; for this is a truth they can 
not bear, they hate it, which ( as Mkajah ) do:h pro* 
phefy 2lway hard things, and carrieth a meflage of 
death to them ; a ferious View of this truth, to un- 
godly men, is as the handwriting upon the wall before 
Stem, which doth forced their approaching iuin, and 

would 
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fhould caufe them all to tremble ; the knowledge 
whereof muft encreafe their forrow, and difquietnefs, 
yea, caufe them to cry out, O, do not torment us 
before thejime. For they are furely undone, and 
ruined, if the Scripture of God be true, and hatha 
performance. But, O what pleafantand rcfrefliful tid- 
ings, doth this carry to a Chriftian ! What a fweet 
view doth he here get of the inheritance, and ble fled 
eftate of the faints, which may caufe fuch an excla- 
mation, How great is that goodnefs, which is laid up 
for thofe that fear thee ! 

To demonftrate this, I flnll hold out fome things, 
from which we may fee how delightful a fubjeft the 
accompli&ment of the Scripture is, for a Chriftian to 
ftudy. 

1 , Serious converfe with" this grave truth leadeth 
forward to praftice, and thus helpeth to bring down 

, theory to experience : which is the mod fweet, and 
defirable of all other demonftrations, that we can have 
of the truth of the Scripture, and maketh our light 
clear, and pleafant to thi? eyes, turning the exercife 
of our judgment and reafon thereabout, into fenfe 
and feeling \ we are then made to fee what a difference 
there is, betwixt that difcovery which a fpiritual.maa 
( whofe religion is his practice ) hath of this, and 
the cold winter-light of natural undemanding, that 
hath no heat or warmth therewith ; which is as great 
a difference, as betwixt hearing of fuch a thing by re* 
port, and feeing it with our eyes, 

2. This bleffed ftudy, how the Scripture hith cer- 
tain accomplifhment, would help us to read the Word 
with an other kind of pleafure. O, what represen- 
tation mould then the truths and promifes fhereof 

I have to the godly man ? It, would be as oric going in to 
look over his charters, and the great things therein' 
contained, which he doth not in the leaft debate,or quef- 
tio% fincc they are paft the feals, and fully ratified, 
, /' C a and 
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and now confidereth all which is promifed, as his own, 
which he Iookt in former times upon, but as a com- 
mon thing, whilfthemade notearneft of the certainty 
thereof, and what an intereft he had in the fame. O, 
when he rcadcth that promife of a new heaven and 
cirth, & that glorious eftate which abideth the Saints ; 
He cannot turn his eyes & thoughts fo eafily off it, but 
is made to ftand, and wonder, that fo great a thing, 
that will make fiich a marvellous change in his con- 
ditionals evenftiortly to come to pafs ! How fweet and 
pleafant is it, for fuch an one to turn over the promifes, 
-who can fet to his feal, and bear this witnefs, that 
lie hath as really prov'd the truth thereof by fure ex- 
perience, as he knoweth he hath a real being ! Surely 
the Bible is an other thing to thefe, than it is to the 
greater part of men, who only make it the fubje&of 
their contemplation. 

3, In this Wetted ftudy we fhould have- much bro't 
to our hand to obferve, aid our obfervation made 
fweet, and pleafant to us. For time we might fee 
how all the paths of the Lord towards hb People arc 
mercy and truth : this would give us a refrefhing 
diary of providence ; how in fuch a plunging ftrait 
-we found the Word fenfibly fcalcd ; what obferyable 
confirmations we have had therewith, at fuch a* time 
and in fuch a condition ; the after-recounting of 
which in an hour of trial, or in the evening of our 
life, would exceed the greateft pleafures, the men 
of this World can have, in looking over their gold and 
greateft treafures, which for many years they have 
been laying up. 

4. In the fcrious ftudy of the daily accomphining 
of the Scripture, we ftiould have a moft fatisfying 
view and profpeft of what God is doing up and down 
the earth ; what purpofes and defigns he hath on 
foot ; and how things here beneath do work toge- 
ther for carrying on of the fame. We ftiould fee what 
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an excellent and curious piece of work this frame of 
providence is, which the more it is confidered, it 
will be the more a wonder; how perfect in all its 
various colours j what an obfervable concurrence 
there is here ; how feveral difcords, which we fee 
here, do yet agree with One confent, for the com- 
peting of God's defign, which is. ftill going on : and 
whilft we think there muft be fome diforder a- 
mongft the wheels, we are made after to fee that 
this confufion was an excellent ftcp of providence, 
confounding the wifdom of men ; every piece of his 
way being fo knit to another, as difcovers to fuch 
who make this bleffed truth their fcrious ftudy, a 
moft rare contexture, beyond the reach of the greateft 
artifts that ever was. Here alfo we might go up tor 
that watch-tower of Chriflian obfervation, and from 
thence take a grave view of God's way, and lay hit 
work in the World to the fcripture as the meafuring 
line ; where we fluxuld'fce (and find the fight thereof 
very p!eafamj how the Word every day takes place, 
doth i flue through all the veins and arteries of provi- 
dence, each line whereof is fo exactly drawn, as by a 
penal in fome fkilful hand, to that great exemplar of 
the Scripture. Here we might difcern thofe eminent 
^ examples of judgment and mercy, that in every age 
\ are ft r before us how wicked men profper for a time, 
\ yet have a dreadful iflue, and ace fuddenjy caft into 
deduction ; they fpread as a green bay tree, and 
within a little time their place cannot be found ; alfo 
I bow the godly are oft fore afflicted, yet flounfhing as 
the palm- tree, and the more they are dep re fled, the 
more they grow :-how the enemies of thcChurch are 
' oft lifted up, for a forer fall ; and the Church brought 
< low, in order to her greater enlargement : —how judg- 
ment finJeth out finners, and is oft exactly propor- 
tioned inmeafureandkind tothefin j and on theothec 
wnd how integrity is fore tofled oft, yet ftill falleth 

upon 
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upon ifs feet, and overclouded thac it may Ihine more 
brightly after : How the threatnings of the Word do 
vifibly overtake Kingdoms and Nations* bring down 
great houfes, caufc thofe brought up in fcarlet to em- 
brace the dung-hill, and oft let not the hoary head of 
truel and wicked men go into the grave in peace : 
and again to confider how the Lord forfaketh not his 
People, but flieweth refpeft to their way ; the good 
man walketh in his integrity, and his feed after him k 
bleflid. O, how fweet an exercifc were this for a 
Chriftian, even to lofe himfelf In ! 

5, From therrce we might in a great meafure dif- 
Q^nvjhat.of the night it is with the Church : if there 
beany evidences that it is near day ; and what fuch a 
flnful cafe doth threaten ; we ftiould be fkilful to feel 
the Churches pulfe, and thereby find what fymptoms 
there are of life or death and perceive a dark cloud of 
judgment advancing, when it is but like an hand- 
breadth. Surely this ftudy would make us wife to 
know the times, and what we ought to do therein ; 
for amongft thofe various events which fall out in 
every age, the Lord's way is conflant with itfelf, and 
with his truth, if we be right Obfervers. 

6. Here we fhould have a moll pleafant and clear 
view, how the Scripture of God comprehended the 
whole ftate of the Church, from the beginning to the 
end of time: that it is a moft full, and perfect re- 
gifter of all the vkiflitudes and alterations, which are 
logo over her hc^id, whilft in a militant condition j 
and doth alfomoft exactly point out thofe occurren- 
ces, and remarkable events, which fall out in the or- 
dinary way and couifeof providence, that we may 
read them as evidently in the Word, as we fee them 
with our eyes fall out in the World. For in follow- 
ing this fludy, we fhould clearly fee how the Scripture 
bnngeththe Church to light, out of the womb of an 
eternal decreej and doth trace it from thefirft promul- 
gation 
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gation of the Gofpel after the fall, through thefe dark 

J times before the flood, whilft it was but in families, 
and through that long trial in Egypt, and al! its fee- 
led and flourifhing condition in Canaan, and carrieth 
her for- ward through all the feveral changes of her 
cafe, under her following decay, and in the time of 
the captivity, even to the manifeftation of Chrift, 
and dawning of the gofpel : and as it thus taJceth in 

( within its reach the wholeeftateand the fpecial events, 
which did befal the Church under the Law, fo we 
may fee how the Scripture alfo followeth the Church, 
through the whole time of the gofpel, and bringeth her 
as a grain of muftard-feed from a day of fmall things, 
until it bring her to perfection, taketh her as it were 
by the hand from her infancy, and goeth with her 
through all the turnings of her condition 5 through 
that long and dark night of AntichriuVs reign, pointeih 
clearly out her condition, and various affaults thac 
fhe fhould endure in that time, and that bleiTed victo- 
ry which fhe fhould afterwards have, though not all 
at once, but gradually, over her enemies ; and thac 
the Word and the Church do never part, but one* 

; walketh ftep for /rep with the other, until it bring 
her fafe to land, and as it were put her off its hand 
and guard, at the coming of Chrift. 

7* This would alfo help us to fweet thoughts, and 
give us matter of a (vnz In the faddeft night of the 
Church's condition. When we fee how God's great 
defign in the World is the accompJifhing of theScrip- 
ture, and know that his ends which he hath held forth 
therein, cannot be fruft rated, it would ferve to filcncc 
all our complaints, with wondering at God's way, 
and triumphing in the works of his hands : we fhould 
not then be afraid of evil tidings ; a ftormy time 

\ would not outwit us j being perfwaded that though 
the earth fhould be overturned, it fhall be furely 
Well with the righteous, the Church muft flourifti, 
C 4 and 
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and all her enemies be found liars, becaufc he is faith- 
ful that hath promifed, whofc Word will as fur el y 
come to pafs,as the fun doth return after a dark night* 

VI I. It dolh now more fpecially concern iht gtdty in 
thefe latter times* to Jludy this great truth of the actom- 
pUjhmtnt of the Scripture, and fet about a ferious in- 
quiry and fearch therein, as a truth that lhall yet be in 
a further rrjeafure difcovered, and opened up, the 
nearer the Church is to the end of time : which may 
thus appear, 

1. Herein is the Word exprefc, that one piece of 
the Scripture, which from former ages was feakd 
up, fhould in the latter days be clear, and eafy to 
underftand. Dan. 12. 4, 9. The feal is there 
put on ; but go thy way Daniel, for thefe Words an 
tiofed up and fealtd till the time of the end. But, Rev. 
22. g . We have that bar taken of, Seal not th& 
faying* of the Prophecy &f this hook \ for the time is 
ot hand j becaufe then the time did draw near, to 
which a more full difcovery and opening of the Scrip- 
ture was referved, and a more large manifeftation 
of the fpirit beyond former ages. Now by the laft 
days, we are not only to underfland the whole time 
of the gofpel, though it is thus termed in the Scrip- 
ture, but the latter part of thefe laft times, which is 
more efpecially pointed at, even the clofe and even- 
ing of time, that laft Epocha, and period of prophe- 
lick chronology, to which a greater accompliftiment 
of Scripture- Prophecies is referved, 

2. This alfo is cxprefly promifed that in the latter 
days, the Church mall have a more full difcovery 
of this truth, how the Scripture is verified, Dan. 
12, 4. Many Jhall run to fro 7 and knowledge JlMl 
he increaftd ; which increafe, as it clearly potntcth 

. at the laft times, and that bright day the Church 
lhall have, when Jfael lhall be brought in to 
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Chrift, it doth alfo point at and promife fome grea- 
ter light, and a more full opening up of the myfte- 
ries of the word, and/ulfiiling thereof : For the former 
part of the Chapter Iheweth, that increafe of know- 
ledge doth relate to thofe things which were before 
lealed. We wait and believe the further accomplish- 
ment of this promife to the Church, beyond all we 
have yet feen ; that many Scripture- truth?, now dark 
and abftrufe, lhalJ be made fo clear, as (hail even caufer 
us to wonder at the grofs miftakes we once had there- 
of, yea, that after- generations mail have a difcovery 
and inJight into fome Prophecies now obfeure, which, 
lhall as far exceed us, as this time doth go beyond 
former ages, which comparatively we muft fay were 
very dark. 0 ! when that promife of the in-calling 
of the Jews fhall once take place, what a won- 
der will they be to themfelves, that their undemand- 
ing fhould have been under fuch a vail, when the 
truth fhall be clear, and evident to them in that day \ 
Will it not be a Tweet and eafy work, for the godly tc* 
fort together the predictions of the Word, and tho 
icvents ? And truly there is much now wrapt up in, 
bcnpture-Prophectes, not yet fulfilled, which ( we 

• may fay J in aftertimes, when the event lhall unvail 
thur meaning, will exceed, yea, confound all thofe 
comments, many have had upon them. 

3. Is it not alfo clear, that thofe Prophecies, which 

°I -u C £cripture wcre moft oWwe, and overcloud- 
ed with dark figures and allegories, concerning which 
there had been fuch miftake and hefitation by the 
.Church, fo many perplexing queries, have a peculiar 
ttrpca to the laft times ? And that then they lhall be 
made plain, and eafy, when fo notable a key, as the 
•vent dotb open them up ; fuch as thofe of the wit- 
ness recovering life, and rifing again, Babylon's fall 
W ruin Chnft reigning with his Saint* a thoufand 

* earsjwiuch now are in fome mcaftue already ckared, 

9 $ from 
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from their begun accompliftiment, beyond former 
times J but we wait for a more full commentary, 
that time (hall give upon the fame. 

4. It is in the latter times, that the glory of God 
in his truth and faithfulnefsjftiall moft eminently ftine 
forth. That is a part of the folemn congratulation of 
the Church upon Babylon's fall, Riv. 15. 3. notonly 
Great and marvellous are thy works > but, jufi and ttttt 
tire thy ways. For truly in this ftroke of the judg- 
ment of God, and thofe remarkable providences con- 
curring therewith, the fulfilling of the Scripture will 
be fo plain and undeniable, that we may fay, it 
will then dazel the eyes of men, even greatcft Atbeifts, 
alarm the World, yea very effectually contribute (we 
have ground fo to judge ) to that promifed encreafe of 
the Church, and incoming of the Jews, when in 
Antichrift's fall and ruin they fhall fee fo convincing 
a fcal put to one of the moft confiderable Prophecies 
of the Word ; in the accomplifliment whereof much 
of the Prophetick part of the New-Teflament, relat- 
ing to the Church's ftate, and her , long trial under 
Antichrift's reign, may be feen clearly verified. 
1 5, The Lord hath referved his greateft Works to 
the latter days, wherein his judgments fhall be mani- 
tfeft, and the Word confirmed by fuch folemn con- 
vincing providences, that men will not get them paiTed 
without a remark : we are this day witneffes to 
many fuch, and are looking what thefe times fhall yet 
bring forth, that the great and remarkable acts of the 
Lord muft force the World to fee a divine power ; 
and fay, Jo, there is an undoubted accompliftiment of 
the Scripture. 

6. The Church in thefe laft Times hath peculiar 
advantages, for undemanding this truth of the Scrip- 
ture's accompliftiment,- which former ages had not. 
I. A great part thereof is now fulfilled, that men may 
fee with their eves, if they but know how to lav the 

Word 
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Word and Work of God together. The Chriftian 
Church had in former times but dark glances at thefe 
great things, which we have this day vifibly tranf- 
cribed in providence ; the promifes were then tra- 
velling in birth of that which is now brought forth, 
2. Are we not mounted, as it were, on the fhoul- 
ders of that experience and obfervation of former 
times, which hath been tranfmitted to us ? and we 
muft fay upon that account, the Church hath now a 
greater feal and confirmation of the truth, then what it 
had in the days of the Prophets, and the Apoftles, 
even when Chrift was in the flefli. 3. The Temple of 
God and Ark of his Teftament is now opened ia 
He aven, light more fully abounding, and the means of 
knowledge. And, O ! fhould not this be much our 
ftudy,who have a greater talent than former ages ! cer- 
tainly this will be a fin of a deeper dye, than in times 
of ignorance j fince we can be no ftrangers to this 
truth, without fhutting our eyes, blinding the con- 
ference, doing violence to our light, when the Lord 
doth give his People fuch folemn confirmations, 

jj', 7. I fhall add, is it not clearly foretold in that 
Dan, 12. 4. that in the laft times this will be one 
of the fpecial exercifes of the faints to enquire, and 
make a diligent fearch concerni ng theScripturcs accom - 
plifhment? For it's there faid, many /hall run to and 

fro, and knowledge Jball be xncreafsd \ importing, that 
this fhall be much th«ir ftudy, and caufe a dili- 
gent fearch, whereunto the great works of God in 
thefe times fliall invite them : And what fhould be 
the pofture of the Godly in thefe days, on whom the 

fend of the world is come ? mould it not be like the 

• watchman in the laft watch of the night, who looketh 
oft what appearance there is from the eaft of the 
day breaking ? a ferious enquiry what of the Scripture 
is fulfiHed a whereby we may kne/w gji yery cleargrounds, 
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if the night be far fpent, the day at hand, & that the 
coming of the Lord to judgment drawcth near. 

VIIL This is a greats and concerning duly fit* 
Chriflians to Rudy this trutb^ that they may have fomething 
mere than Riport)bswthtScriflure hath a furt acccmptifn- 
went, and doth take place in the providences of tht 
lime wherein we live, I muft think it 11 range, that there 
is fuch a great help as this, fo near, and yet we fee it 
not, nor do fcrioufly ponder the fame, when the 
command is fo exprefs to obferve the works of the 
Lord, which for that end are fliewed forth, that 
men may enquire, and read the faithfulnefs of God 
therein $ yea, that fo great a truth,which would abide 
*he fearch of all the criticks of the World, a truth 
wherein our hlefll'dnefs through time and eternity )i- 
eth, fliould offer it felf to our trial, and yet, is fo 
little known ! O, who can difpenfe with the neglect 
of this duty ? by which we anfwer that folemn call 
and invitation ot the works of God, do honour him, 
ferve our generation, are helpers to our own faith, 
and are thereby helped to flrengthen others, yea, are 
brought to fee with our eyes, and from experience^ 
what before was as a ftrange thing unto us. 

Now to clear how much this is a Chriftian *s duty, 
to fludy a practical convcrfe with the Word, and to 
be ferious obferveis of its accompliflimcnt, let us 
confider. 

j. We are thus helped to declare the Works of the 
Lord, and to give him the glory of hh faithfulnefs. 
And is not that a weighty duty ? Which at all times,irt 
every fiation and condition of life, fliouJd engage 
inen to this ftudy. Thus, every Chriftian may become 
a witnefa to. the truth, and put his feal thereto ; for 
Whith he fliould think his life truly definable, and 
ijdih in no.fmail meafure attain the true end thereof, 
tnough he had no other opportunity, for bis- matter's 

imice 4 
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fervice. We may fay, this truth of the Scripture's ac- 
complifhment, like a great roll, hath been tranfmit- 
ted from hand to hand, from one age to another, 
attefted and as it were fubferibed by fo many witnef- 
fes, it doth thus come to our time, and to every 
man's door and require their perfonal witneffing and 
fealing of the fame. 

2. This flbould make it an eafy work, to truft the 
Word, and to adventure thereon in the ordinary oc- 
currences of their life. They may well trull God in a 
ftrait, who have fo ftrong an argument to make ufe 
of, that oft they have tried him, and the truth of 
his Word, by many, many experiences. Will 
not thofe that know his namt^ truft on him ? Which 
was a notable teftimony from a ferious Chriftian in a 
very (harp trial ; 44 Oft have I tried God, and fhall I 
not learn to truft him once ? 

3. This doth lay the Chriftian in the way of that 
promife. PfaL ioy.faff.ver. a prornife truly large 
and comprehenfive, but little confidered, that fuch 
as an wife to obferve the works of God, they fhall fie tht 
loving ktndntfi oftbi Lord> even in their own particu- 
lar cafe made out to them, yea, whilft they are 
ferious to obferve his works abroad in the World, and 
lis way to others, they mall be no lofers (hereby at 
home * but find this promife meet them and turn their 
general obfervation, into perfonal experience of the 
loving kindnefs of the Lord. 

4. Thus the faints by experiencing the truth of the 
Word, get a convincing feal thereby to their intereft in 
the promife. For begun poffefEon Is indeed a ftrong 
witnek to this right, when they can fay, they have 
got as certain returns of the Word, which they have put 
to an euay, in fome particulars of their life, as they 
arefure of any thing they did ever fee; fo that from 
unqueftionable experience they may fet up a pilfar,and 
Wite thereon^ HHhtrio hath tht Urdhdpt us. 

T ' . ' vift Thus 
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5. Thus {hould Chriftians, with much advantage, 
be helped to convince gainfayers. For it's Aire, A- 
tbeifm could not make fo bold and publick an ap- 
pearance, if men did not fo much fake their religion 
on truft. O, the ferious experienced man can with 
an other confidence own the truth ; whofe experi- 

nce and obfervation of the works of God give him 
an argument that none can anfwer, while not only 
he can affert, but cor duel and lead men to the 
things themfclvcs, that they may fee, if in fuch and 
fuch particulars the Scripture be not truly fulfilled. 

6. Thus the providence of God would have a more 
fwcet refrefbing countenance: when from this great 
height, that watchtower of Chriftian obfervation, we 
take a view thereof. And truly, otherways, men 
•will (tumble at the moft ordinary difpenfations, and 
think God's Work is a mafs of confufion : but here 
we are taught to fee, how the written Word and his 
way are linked in a moft fweet agreement. 

7. We may thus trace Divine truth, even by our 
fenfe and feeling, and joyn the Word and experience 
in a regular correfpondence : yea, thus we {hould 
have a clear tranfeript of the Lord's way with K% 
Church,taken out of that great authentick original of 
the Scripture, and there fee on what a folid balls and 
foundation, that magnificent ftrudure of providence 
is raifed up. What a notable key (hould we thu9 
have for opening the Scripture, by a ferious hum- 
ble inquiry after the works of God ? Where not only 
the impreffion and fign cf the power, but of the 
truth and faithfulnefs of the Lord, are fo very le- 
gible. 

8. This is a piece of our talent, wherewith we are 
entrufted ; of which every Chriftian (hould ftudy a 
ferious improvement, knowing they muft render an 
account, what their obfervation of this great truth 

Jiath 
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hath gained, and what further eftabli(hment and con- 
firmation they have thus attained, 

9. I would add, the concernment and weight of 
this ftudy may prefs it much on us. For, if the Scrip- 
ture's accomplifhment be an undoubted truth, O ! 
then this is fure, the Saints have a great inheritance : 
they are Princes, though now under a difguife ; and 
though yet minors, they are heirs of more thari 
the World can (hadow forth. The Chriftian is then 
more happy on a dunghil, fcraping his fores, than 
fuch who are cloathed in purple, and fare delicately 
every day. If this be fure, we fhould look with 
companion, rather then envy, on thofe whom the 
World doth account happy : We need not queftion 
the gain of Godlinefs; then it is fure, that fuch who 
fow in tears, (hall reap in joy ; and the righteous 
though now trampled upon, in the morning (hall have 
dominion. Yea,in a' word, we may then on fure ground 
folace our felves with the thoughts of that great change, 
which will be within a little time when the grave 
muft render back her prifoners - 9 and may with as 
much alTurance of a blefTed refurreclion, lie down in 
theduft, as we are fure there will be a morning, when 
we lie down at night . O ! then, there is a Heaven, 
and a Hell, that is certain ; eternity is not a night- 
dream ; and one moment (hall fhortly put an end 
to all our fervices, yea, the (hutting of our eye- 
lids at death, (hall but open them in the Paradife of 
God. 

Having touched this truth a little in the general, I 
fhall now hold forth fome arguments, whence the ac~ 
complijhment of the Scripture may be demonftrated : 
they are thefefive, which I intend to profecute in the 
following difcourfe, 

FIRST 
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FIRST Argument^ To prove the Scripture is 
certainly fulfilled, and hath an accomplilhment, is 
this ; That which hath been in all ages the teftimo- 
ny of the Saints ; what every particular Chriftian doth 
iealj from their frequent and fure experience ; what 
is found and proved by them, in their daily walk, 
upon exacteft trial j yea, what as many as ever were 
ferious in religion, do witneis, muft be certain and 
true. 

Btitthe accomplifliment of the Scripture is fuch: 
Therefore, EsV> 

77. Argument, That which is manifeft and le* 
gible in the whole courfe and tenor of providence a- 
bout the Church, and by clear convincing inftances 
both of judgment and mercy is made out to the 
obfervation of every age, muft be a certtin truth. But 
the Scripture's acQomplifjbnunt is fuch,-- -Therefore, ttff, 

7/7 Argument, That which hath not only the 
Chriftian's teftimony from experience, and of the 
Church from conftant obfervation, but is obvious 
even to the view of the World ; chat which, from the 
confeierree of the worft of men doth force ateftimony, 
that they can neither Ihift nor deny ; which alfo 
may be demonftrated to the conviction of ordinary ob- 
fervers, and hath a publick acknowledgement from 
greateft Atheifts and mockers of religion in every 
sgc, muft furely be a clear truth. 

But, &c. Therefore 

IV. Argument* That which was to take place In 
fuch and fuch periods of time, and bath accordingly 
come to pafs, the event exactly anfwertng to the pre- 
diction ; vca, that whereof a great part is -now tul- 
fiJled, and but a little at this day rcmaincth to be 
made out, muft be a certain truth, 
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But a great part of the Scripture is thus already 
fulfilled, and but a little thereof now remaineth. 
Therefore, 

V. Argument. That which not only is for the moft 
part already accomplished, but is a thing whereof 
we have fuch fure confirmations, yea, fo great a 
pledge in our hand from the Lord, that what yet re- 
mains flutl be certainly fulfilled, muft it not be an 
undoubted truth /'--But the Scripture, as to thefefpe- 
cial predictions, that are not yet made out, is fuch 
concerning which the Lord hath given his People a 
very large pledge, and ftrong confirmations, now in 
thefe latter times, to believe their certain accomplmV 
ment* Therefore, tiV. 

The First Akcument. 

T^Hat the Scripture of God, contained in the old 
and new Teftaments, wherein our great hope 
and comfort duth lie, is certainly true, and hath a 
real accomplishment, maybethusdemonftrated : That 
it is tried> and proved in the godly man's Experience^ t9 
which in ullages, yea , from innumerable Proofs^ the faints 
havt put to their feal y that this is a fure and faithful tef* 
timony. 

Experiences indeed a ftrong demonftration : and it 
is fuch a witnefs, as ieaveth no room for debate. For 
here the truth is felt, proved, and acted on the heart ; 
which the Chriftian knoweth well, and is as fure of, 
as he is perfwaded that he liveth, or that the fun when 
it (htneth, hath light and warmth therewith. It ia 
true, the World liveth at a great diftance from this j 
they only conver/e with the found of fuch a thing : and 
wc know, the naked theory of Scripture-truth hath but 
a {hort reach, and that it differeth as far from that 
which a ferious practical Chriftian hath, as the fight of 
a country in a map is from a real difcovery of the 
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fame ; where the difference is not in the degree, but 
in the kind. Yet, tho' this weighty teftimony of ex- 
perience is a thing whereto many (alafs ! too many) 
are Grangers, we muft fay, fomuch thereof is obvious, 
w may force its authority on men's confidences, and 
Ihew there can be no fallacy or delufion in this wit- 
nefs, if they but allow the ufeand exercife of reafon: 
feeing it is not the record of a few, at one time, or in 
one corner of the earth, but a folemn witnefs from 
the faints and followers of God, whofe judgment 
and integrity their adverfaries muft often confefs ; 
yea, of all the faints in every age through the whole 
tniverfal Church in parts of the earth moft remote 
from other ; and this by mod frequent renewed 
proofs hath found and experienced the truth and 
real accomplifliment of the Word. And now, 
if this be not fufEciently convincing, I would 
but add, O will you then come and fee I be but 
Chriftians indeed, and then ye will no more debate 
that teftimony* And truly it is a very poor fhift, for 
men, who have the Scripture before them, which 
of itfelf doth witnefs its authority, and this backed 
with fo folemn a feal from the Lord by his works 
and providence, to debate the Chriftians witnefs, 
from their experience, becaufe they do not fee this 
themfelves : For what is the caufe thereof ? is it not 
their choice, that they do not follow on to knew the 
fame ? The truth of God feekcth credit from no man 
upon truft ; yea, craveth no more but that by a prac- 
tical converfe they would put it to a trial : and then it 
fhalt not decline their judgement. 

Now to profecute this argument a little, I {hall 
point at fome fpecial Scripture* truths with which 
Chriftians have moft ufual trade and converfe in their 
own cafe ; and give in therewith their teftimony, 
how thefc are clearly proved and verified by moft 
fore experUnct, It is not to be here underftood, 

the 
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the giving a particular account, with refpedt to per- 
fons, time, or other circumftances, how the Word 
■doth thus take place, I think, it may be fufficiently 
convincing, toinflance in the general fuch clear un- 
controverted experiences, which are well known to 
the godly, and have by them been oft proved amidft 
the various changes of their life ( though not by all in 
the fame meafure, but in fome fuitable proportion to 
their different fizes, trials, and- wreftlings ) which can 
witnefs that real correfpondence, which the Word 
hath with the experience of the faints : and truly con- 
cerning thefe I may with fome confidence aflat, they 
are not naked or airy notions, but fuch as can witnefs 
their truth to the ferious experienced Chriftian, whom 
on this account I dare atteft, 

I ftiall here inftance in five fpecial truths of the 
Word, which are much tried and proved in Chriftians 
experience, i. That there is fuch a contrariety be- 
twixt the flefti and the fpirit, as the Scripture hoJdeth 
forth. 2, Thedeceitfulnefs of man's heart, 3, That 
there is a fpiritual and invifible adverfary, with whom 
wc have war, 4. That the promifes of the Word 
have undoubted accompliftimenL 5, That truth alfo 
of the threatnings ; I mean, fuch under whofe reach 
the godly may fall. 

I. That there is a contrariety httv/txi the fiejb and thg 
irity a Law in our members rebelling againft the 
aw of our mind, is a truth very clearly proved to the 
Chriftian ; whofe experience, though fad, doth un- 
deniably verify and confirm the Scripture, Gal 5. 17. 
Rom.f. 19, 21, 23, This is apiece of the Word 
which holds forth man's nature in its true fhape and 
form, whither their byafs and inclination moft eafily 
turneth : yea, fo marvellowfly anfwereth their ex- 
perience, that to queftion the fame, were to put it far 
beyond queftion, that they know nothing of a new na- 
ture 
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ture or principle of grace within. For who ever made 
earned of Religion, but their firft acquaintance with 
the peace of God was the beginning of this war ? It 
is then that the houfe divideth, and corruption fetteth 
up a ftandard , yea, no fooner can any begin to be a 
Chriftian, but he muft be a fouldier alfo. And we 
may fay, none ever attained fjch a meafureof mortifi- 
cation, or was fo old in the grace of God, as could 
privSIeJge them from the ftirrings of the old man, arid 
neccflity of that complaint, JVho Jhall deliver us from 
the body of death ! But what ever advantage fome of 
the faints have above others, yet in this their expe- 
rience can witnefs. 

j. They now know two different parties within 
themfelves, that until once grace came they could not 
underftand ; which at the fame time, in the very fame 
aftion, do a<£t oppofitly one to the other : yea, that 
there is no fpiritual duty, wherein the flefh ( though 
rot always in fuch a prevalent degrccj doth not (hew 
fom^a&ive refiftance. 

%l That all the ftirrings and motions of the flefh 
have ftill a tendency, congruous to their own nature, 
to turn the heart carnal, and to alienate it from God ; 
fo as it is eafy to difcern, how in thefe the rife and 
the end do throughly correfpond. - 

3. That this is a cruel tafkmafter, if once it bear 
fway i imperious in its command, and violent in its 
purfuit : fo that their experience may herein tell, it's 
a fore and an intolerable thing, for a ftrvantio btar 
rul$< 

4, That to things mo ft forbidden the flefii movcth 
moft impetuoufly ; fo, as it will even breakthrough 
the hedge, though fure thereby to be fcratcht with 
thorns : yea, it is oft fo eager in its purfult, that 
it will follow the bait, while the hook is moft difcer- 

5.,That 
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5> That when once this doth fwell, and wax fat ; 
they may upon another intereft cry, JVot's us> our 
leannefs ! For, like the fcales of the ballance, they find 
a proportionable abatement and deprefling of their , 
fpiritual life, as the flefli goeth up ; yea, they have 
caufe to know how every ftep of their heart going 
forth to the World, is a ftep that doth put them fur- 
ther off from God. 

6, That the more clofely the Law h preft in its 
fpiritual extent, yea, the more fpiritual a duty is, the 
more fully oppofite they find their carnal heart : and 
though the flefli may bear up a little with the form of 
Religion, and hath more complacency with that way 
which lieth moft in externals, yet it cannot endure , 
the power thereof j it can fuffer men to be Hypocrites, 
but not truly Chriftians* 

7, To rellrain and bring this under bondage, they 
find that it doth put the fpirit fo much at liberty, 
which getting Joofe reins for a little while will leave 
the foul work for many days, and with fad after- 
groans pay back an hour's pleafure : yea, they alfo 
know, when the outward man is low, and under a 
fenfible decay, it ha:h not then hindered, but rather 
effectually helped their inward joy and ftrength. 

8. That indulgence to the flefti caufcth a fenfible 
thick interpofaion between Heaven and the foul ; 
whence they are fo clogged and hampered in their 
flight and motion toward God ; yea, thus have of- 
ten their choiceft duties been made a fore and grievous 
ta/k, 

9. That this is the true rife of their ufual pertur- 
bations, and doth ftill put fome jar betwixt them and 
their lor, and doth hinder a fatisfied enjoying of that 
which they have, through murmuring at that they 
want ; yea, they know, that to pleafe the flefti hath 
been oft the caufe of their greateft grief and dif- 
pleafure. 
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10. They alfo find how the defilement of their 
fpirit doth help to darken it : which overgrown with 
tbeflelh, can have no clear difcovery of fpiritual things ; 
but the morefeparate from the body, and purged from - ( 
thefe grofs dregs, they find themfelves at a further 
advantage to converfe with divine truths, which thus 
they get difcovercd, beyond all that nature can 
reach. 

11. That the heart of man is deceitful, and defperately 
tvil ( Jer. 17. 9. Jer. 4. 14. Prov. 4. 23. ) /; a 
Scripture truth, where to the Chrijhans experience doth 
anfwer, as the face anfwereth to its felf in the glafs : 
yea, we may fay, it is fo clearly demonftrated to thofe jl 
Who were ever ferious about their inward cafe, that 
while they thus read the Word in themfelves, and arc 
made to read themfelves in the Word, they may with 
wonder acknowledge, that he which can found this 
great deep of the heart, and draw fo vive a portraiclure 
thereof, is furely one before whom all things are ma- 
nifeft ; who doth fearch and try the reigns, and know 
what is our mould and fafliion. This is one of the 
very firft leiTons, which practical Religion doth teach : | 
and the more nearnefs with God, and further meafure J 
of grace, that is attain'd, the more clear difcovery 
there will be of this. O what fad hours, what bitter 
complaints, hath it caufed ? This oft doth marr the j 
Chriftian's feaft, and mingle their Wine with Gall and 
wormwood. I am fure, if that excellent company of 
the Saints, who have been from the beginning to 
this day, could be brought together, to give in their 
fuffrage, and witnefs concerning the deceitfulnefs of 
the heart, there would be one joynt teftimony to this I 
truth. We fhould find that Enoch who walk'd with 1 
God, Mofes with whom he fpake face to face, that 
iclovcd Difciplc who leaned on Chrift's bofora, and 

Km he 
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he who was caught up to the third Heavens, were no 
flrangers thereto, but could witnefc thus. 

1. That it is within which aileth them moft, and 
their greateft adverfariesare men of their own houfe ; 

' yea, that in the worft of times, there is flill more 
caufe to complain of an evil heatt, then of an evil and 
corrupt World ; there being no worfe company, than 
they are oft to themfelves. 

2. That no time of their life, but might give thcun 
fome further proof, that they are fools, who truft their 
own heart, which oft will efcape and over-reach 
their quickeft reflexion, even when both their eyes 
are on it ; yea, that there is no time that aHoweth 
the putting off their armour, or to difmifs their guard ; 
not the beft cafe, the greater} eftablifliment in grace, 
nor the evening of the day, though they were within 
fome minutes of the crown and compleat victory, 
doth priviledge them from the experience of a deceitful 
heart. 

3. That under the beft frame, they find, there will 
often lurk that which after- time doth difcover, that 
for the prefent( though it had been told ) they could 
not have believed, until frequent experience maketh 
them fee, that the Word knew their heart better than 
themfelves* 

4. That to bring home their heart, when once it 
goeth abroad, or recall the liberty they have given it, 
isnoteafyj which doth no fooner parley with a temp- 
tation at a diftanceor adventure to fport therewith, 
but it quickly turneth to earneft and is ready to 
yield. F*7Ttl 

5. They know the conftant need to have a watci 
upon their fenfes, and to make a Covenant with their 
eyes, which do quickly betray their heart \ fo eafy it 
is to be deceived, yea, to grow warm, and to take fire 
upon thcfmalleft couch. 

6. How 
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6, How quickly alfo their fpirit doth flacken s and 
lofe its beot, even in the greateft advantage of their 
cafe ; their experience can tell, that when in fome rnea- 
fure they have been raifed up in any fpiritual enjoy- 
ment, they were then in hazard to be lift up to the 
wind, and to have their fubftance diflblved in the 
more folid part of Chriftianity. 

jj m What a fight have they fometime of themfelves? 
fuch as would be a terrour to them, if the heart and 
motions thereof could be writ out to the view of 
others, or that any were witneiTes to that which in 
ione room will dwell befides the grace of God as its 
next door-neighbour. 

8. In a word their experience doth witnefs, how 
foon the ftrongeft refolutions will evanifh 5 that they 
are not oft in the evening, what they were in the morn- 
ing, Dor for many hours do they keep the ground they 
had attained : but Reuben's Character, unflablt as 
water, may be ftill their complaint. Yea, I am fure 
as many as ever obtained mercy to know themfelves, 
can tell that it's paft all reckoning, how oft their heart 
hath deceived them, when they trufted it moft. This 
every day may caufe them to fit down, and admire the 
grace of God ; which can mend what they fo oft 
marr ; and is ftronger to fave and preferve, than 
they are to deftroy. 

TIT. Jhat as there is a body of death urithin, they 
ttlfo know there is, An adverfary without , Eph. 6. v. 
*2. I. Pet. 5. ver. 8. Job, 8. v. 44. whofe way and 
devices and method or tempting do moft exactly an- 
swer the difcovery of the Word, This is indeed a 
truth, which Chriftian. experience in all ages doth 
witnefs, that no fooner they had a furious look after 
God, but found themfelves purfued by *n inytfble 
parry, whofe approaches, though fpi ritual, are yet 
certain, and moft fenfibty demjonfiated i hefide 
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that which the Word doth clearly teach, Vea, it is 
true none of the faints were ever priviledged from fuch 
experiences, fui. herein doth the Chriftian's warfare lie. 
But O how fweet may the evening be, while they lit 
down, and can fing that fong, Our foul bath efcaped at 
a bird from the fowler, I fhallhere give in fomething 
of the godly man's experience^ which can bear witnefa 

to this. mm^^tm " >r ~ N 

i, That there is furely another party than the 
[World, or themferves, with which they have to do ; 
(an mviftbk adverfary without t whom they perceive by 
that fcnfiUc correfpondence he keepeth with thcic 
I peart within, by thofe violent inroads, importunate 
felicitations, thofe impetuous motions, wherewithr 
they are fo ftrangely hurried, and oft driven over 
light, and judgment, yea, over their ftrongeft re- 
folutions, fo as he may be as difcernable to them* 
1 land that there is fomething therein befide themfelves, 
las if they converfed with him in an outward vifiblc 
lhape. 

' 2. That fince the time when they begun to jook 
iftfcr God, and to know any thing of his work uport 
their fpirits, they have been acquainted with moft af- 
frighting, dreadful temptations^ and do now perceive? 
I his rage, and violent purfuit to bring them back, whichr 
; they knew not before, when at peace with their idols 
and fmfu] way. 

3, That the mark he levelleth at, to which his 
( 1 foal temptations have a tendency, is the*r and* 
toward man, to hinder communion with God, and to 
»rn their heart off from him, to break the Law, and 
fly afide commanded duties. 

Pi That his ordinary approaches to the heart are? 
xf»oy a veryjfiw// thing : v he needs no more but ai* 
f^psadoor, or a fmiul look for the difpatch of a temp- 
la *ion, and knoweth by a wou,nd in the eye, how 19 
c -y death in unto thsfoul. gf^fi -.JSg 
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5, That he is fuch a party as knoweth bis time and 
opportunity, can change his weapons, and buflc the 
hook with divers baits, and yet he is always at hand, 
when the heart is lifted up, when they are out of their 
duty, and in a carnal frame, to fet in then with 
fome temptation, and fifh in fuch a troubled water. 

6. That his way doth truly anfwer his name, Spi- 
ritual wickednefs in high places \ this being fo difcer- 
ned by daily experience, that he hath the advantage 
of the ground, is a raoft fubtile observing adverfary, 
who lieth in the dark to us, while we are inthe li^ht 
to him, and knoweth how to correfpond%ith our 
icbrruption, and to fuit his temptation to our natural 
temper (wherewith he is well acquainted,) and to our 
calling, and our company, to the prefent ftrait, 
to our predominant inclination, and to our retirement 
and folitude ; yea, that he is one who knoweth how 
to fallow in, and play with fuch a gale, when we are 
in hot blood, or in any diftemper and difcompofure 

of fpirit, Mir 
7 # That he cm transform himjelf into an Angel cf 
Ifcht, and fute his temptations to the fpiritual exerci- 
fes and enjoyments of the faints ; that there are temp- 
tations on the right hand as well as the left, which 
are fo refined, and fo like a Chriftian exercife, that 
they can fcarcely difcern the weed from the flower, 
and moft dreadful errors from the choiceft truth?, 
to which they oft have a great refemblance ; though 
at laft it doeh appear that the native tendency even 
of the moft fpecious errors in the judgment, is to 
loofnefs in prance, and to make men religioufly irre-l 

U That he is alfo a rearing lion which they havet 
oft proved by dreadful blafphemous injetfions, 

thefc Ary^siffrtich arfi throW(1 in with v, ? lencc ' 
wherW^e^Sno concurrence of the inclination 

^^^^iiito force put "fc^jjj 
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afliiulting them with moft horrid Atheiftical thot's, 
even while their heart doth rife with abhorrence, and 
.enter their diffent againft the fame, 

9. That he is a moft reftkf adverfary \^fho\sgoing 
fiill about^ and giveth no ceflation, but with purpofe 
to return at fome greater advantage ; and is no left 
terrible in bis flight, than in his aflault ; and that he can 
fpeak out of a friend, as well as out of a foe ; yea, and 
doth then moft danger ou fly tempt, when the temp- 
tation is leaft feen or difcovered. 

i o» That his temptations do not only drive at en- 
gaging of the heart to bring fin to the thought, but 
*lfo the bringing it forth to the for putting fome 
blot upon their walk and convention. 

1 r. That he is one who is overcome by refinance* 
and doth fee before thofe that withftand him ; which 
•they have oft proved, that they have returned from 
payer with the fpoyl of their adverfary, and at fuch 
a time have been made to wonder, how that which 
path oft fcyled them, Ihould have been their temp- 
tation, 

\ 13. They alfo find by frequent obfervation, that 
though he is moft fubtile, being indeed one who 
through long experience and continued practice 
, hath attained a great deal of dexterity in tempting ; 
t yet, he hath one nfual method^ and fuch device 
which the ferious Chriftian, by daily experience S 
and watchfulnefs, may eafily difcern, and perceive 
ihis temptations in their rife, and at a diftance while 
|hey arc, as it were, creeping up the wall ; yea, thus 
« fome meafurehe may find out the depths of Satan 9 
and know how to avoid the net fpread by that great 
fowler. 

IV* That theprmifts of the Word which are held 
forth to the Gvdly y for their ufe and encouragement 
While they are in the way, have a wtainmttnptijh- 
D % mtnty 
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' mt*U and areafafe ground to adventure upon, and 
worthy to be credited, is a truth tried in all ages ; 
whereto experience of the faints can give a large teftt- 

inony. , . , 

Now in fpeafcing to this grave fubjedt, it is not need- 
ful to (>eak any thing of the nature and diverfe kinds 
ofp-omifes, nor whence it is that we live at Jo poor a 
rate and fo uncomfortably, while fuch a well as t his 
is at our hand. For it's eafy to read the caufe withta 
ourfelves, we fm fparingl h and venture little out, 
therefore we have fo fmall an increafe ; there is a price 
fawifdm,bntk*intbe hands of fids, who tor 
no heart thereto. But this doth not concern us here ; 
for I only aim to bold out this, that the proim^ 
fos which God hath given his People in the bcnp- 
ture.areof unqueftionabie verity, - and have as real 
and fure performance in the faints experience, as they 
are fare of that which comclh molt neceiTarily to pafs 
by the work and concurrence of natural caufes, as that 
fie fire doth burn when combuftible matter is ad- 
ded, or the fun rife after its going down. For indeed 
this truth is fo manifeft, proved by fuch innumerab le 
experiments, amidft the various changes of a Cnril- 
faVi condition, that we might fommo n as i m*J 
wimeffe as have been follower^ God in theWor 
which are not a few, who in a}l im ' h « ^ *J 
« promifes to an effay, and fet their fed that God 
Is true. Yea, to aflc at fuch, if they know whe- 
ther there be a truth in Scripture -promifes, that co- 
xneth not to paft, I think were to enquire at a hung 
IL, whither he feeth and feelelh or if ttaiftjj 
fuch a thing as motion, fince they have as fure *n« 
fenfiblc afcmonftration of the one, as he hatri oi in ] 

But ere I fpeak any thing particularly to piH 
V /ou!u M P^emife foa>e things to zfri what w uoj; 
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derftand here, by the faints experience of the truth of 
the promifes, in thefe following confident ions. 

1. We would confider, though the Scripture hath 
here it's acccmplifhment, and is intended. for the ufe 
of the Church, and every particular Chriftian, while 
on the wav in his militant condition, yet there are 

* feme promises ohhzWord (yea, the greateftj which 
belong to the faints, that will not be fulfilled, until 
they hwsjajhff' their armur, and are called to divide 
the fpoil ; their experience of which, will be the* 
high prize if the ending of God in thrift y whereof, 
all which they now enjoy, is but an pamdr, 

2. We would confider that the great intent or 
Scripture, and promifes thereof, is not for cofttewP 
plation; but that we may know them by experunci % 
*nd drive a blelTed trade and commerce therewith ; 

/ merchandize of which is better mr that if gold : 

here lieth ihe Chriftian's life in the 'World, 
! s a great part of their talent, the promifes, . whicb. 
e not to be laid up in their heart and memory, n 
a napkin, but they muft give an account what ex- 
eriencc they h^ve gained thereby, and thus the dili* 
ent hand mould make rich. 

3. Whatever be the different fizes, and degrees 
experience among f the faint?, according to their 

-jowih and acre in Chriff, yet it is certain that the 
eaneft who have mtertft in the p:omifts, and did 
er embrace them in earnefr, and put them to trial, 
ufl knowfomethingofthepehojmanceof the fame in 
> own cafe j for the Lord doth not fuffer his work 
in his People to want a feah 
4* The godl)'s experience hereof, is then much 
aiic out, when they arc much in obftrwtim \ and 
we know little of the truth and performance of the 
promifes, becaufe we are not more habitually in a 
f^me to obfetve. Thus he goeth by, and ws per- 
mvf not 3 but they never wanted confirmations, 
j4 D ^ who 
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who were fcrioufty fecking to be confirmed in thfi j 
truth of the Word, 

. 5. The fpecial mercies and providences of a 
Chriftian life, are a certain return of the promife, and 
in that way do meet them, as the proper channel of 
their conveyance ; for they sre the^r* mercies of tbt 
Covenant ; and how refrefhful is it, that all the fe- 
ver a I cafes of the Saints, their meaneft as well ay their 
greateft neceflities, and their qutgate or relief are 
comprehended in the Word, and under feme pro- 
jnife, and were all forefeen in hiseverlafting view, who 
hath To marvelioufty fujted the fame to all that his 
PeopJeftand in need of, as if it had been direfted to 
fuch and fucha Chriftian only ! 

6. This helpeth to make the mercies of the godly 
man to have ^peculiar and/ztw; reti/h 9 and to be fome 
Way twice his mercy, when he gets them in fo im- 
mediate a way reached to him as it were out of the 
promife, *nd as an obfervable return from Heaven ; 
-when thus the Lord fealeth his Word £0 him by bis 
work, and the way of the Word he findeth hath 
been the way of his comfortable Relief > that when 
lie hath had no other efcape, but to turn in to the pro- 
jnife, and to caft himfelf upon it, he gained this ex- 
perience, ht trufled in God, and was kdped } and 
can give in this tcftimony of him, that he hath both 
fpoken it, and bimfilf alfo bath done it, according 
t0 his Word. 

7. It is not any extraordinary thing, we here un- 
derftand, by the Chriftian man's experience of tho 
truth of the promifes j it is not a rapture or revelation* 
or fuch as fame of the Saints have upon fome finguhr 
and fpecial account had ; for we have not any promife 
for thefe things : But it is fomething well groun- 
ded upon the Word, which conftantly holdetb in the 
Lord's ordinary way of procedure with his People, ac- 
cording to the tenor of the Covenant, Fox (is Word 

dm 
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doth good to them that walk uprightly ; and dotto 
certainly take place in the experience of every ferioua 
and diligent Chriftian, 

8, This is not the teftimony of a few, but the re- 
cord of all the Saintsfince the beginning, whofe ex- 
perience doth all moft harmonioufty agree, and bear 
pm whnefs, that he is faithful who hathpromifed \ & it 
is not that which a Chriftian hath found once or 
twice in his life, but the daily food of fuch as liver 
by faith. 

9, This doth put a ftrong obligation on the godly 
man to the Word, for the time % come ; for theflt 
who have tryed it often, may with much confidence? 
truft it in the day of their ftrair. 

JO.'The experience which the godly hath of the real 
'performance of the promifes, is a moft convlnicng 
tvidence of bis date in Chrift. It h tie earneft and 
pledge of the inheritance, and full accornplimment 
of that which remaineth ; that the Lord WtS perfedl 
wht concerneth him, who hath been his help hitherto i 
and will be his exceeding great reward in the end, wh3 
-*atb made him find fo much of the gain of godlinefs 
here by the way. 

Now having premifed thefe things, I fhal! here? 
* ft, nee fome particular promifes, wherein the 
hriftian's moft ufual trade and commerce doth lie* 
and to which they give in their feal and witnefs* I 
confefs, if all thefe proofs which the Saints have had, 
f the fulfilling of the promifes, could be gathered to- 
gether, we might make ufe of that Divine hyper- 
Sole, The World could not contain the books that fjculd 
be written thereof O what an admirable volume, 
what an excellent commentary, and copy fhould this 
be of the Scripture, to fee it thus turned over into 
the experience of every Chriftian ! It would be fomt 
way as eafy to number the drops of rain and dew 
fince the creation, as to reckon ali thefe precious 
D ^ drop* 
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drops and emaqations of love, thefe fenfible returns 
and accomplifhments of the promife, which they have 
had in their experience, I truely think, it could hardfy 
he believed, though it were told, what fomeof the god- 
ly here have found in the way of the Word : but 
it isfufficicnt, to anfwer the defign of this work, to 
ftew that there is a fenfible demonftration and per- 
formance of Scripture-promifes, concerning which 
the experience of the Saints in all ages doth agree ; 
that by many confirmations the Lord hath eft feaUd 
the truth thereof to their fouls. 
• There are KFfpiciaUpnmifis, held forth to the 
godly in the Word, which I fhall here inftance> and 
therewith hold forth what a clear teftimony their 
experience can give, of the undoubted truth and 
accomplifhmcnt of the fame, 

FIRST Infancy ii that prcimfe given 'U Bifo- 
vhg\ to fuch who credit ihsnaked wr/, when there is 
no probable appearance of iis fulfilling, and ihus 
give God the glory of hisfaithfulnefs ; which we have 
exprcfly held out/i Chron. 20. 20. Pf* 112. f. 8, 

7#*. i. *jo. mS^mif^jt' t 

To clear the accomplifhmcnt of this prormfe, I 
ihz\\ but appeal to that teftimony the faints in all ages' 
"have left. thereof ; yea, to the prefent experience -of 
f he godly at this day, if they have not certainly found 

/ j° That when in a particular they have trufled God 

therewith, and got their fpiHt quiet in a recumbency j 

on him, he hath dealt with them according to ins \ 

word* yea,if then from dear convincing returnsof the J 

promife,they have not been made to fay, it did never re- i 

pent them,that they gave more credit to the teftimony | 

of God, than of their own hearts. , | 

2, That they have not found a mare fwect and i 
cbfavable iflue, than when their help lay moil iip- 

ujcdiau-ly 
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fcediatcly on the word alone; never a more comfortably 
Relief than when leaft of fenfe and mo ft of faith 
was in carrying them through, when little of the 
creature and much of God appeared in their mercy, . 

I and when they were at the loweft, having no way of ef- 
cape bi t to throw themfelves on the promife, they 

* have then had the beft retreat, yea, their fupply as 
' fenfibly felt, as their need and burden had former- 
ly been. I. ^ 

3. That their greateft difficulties and (bakings a- 
bout the promife, have helped to their further confirm- 
ing and eftablifliment : fo as they can fay, the 
Lord's way, by perplexing them firft, ye3,to their fenfe 
lofing their Hold, hath helped to fatten it better j and 
that which for the time did fpeak their cafe moft 
helplefe, hath made way for his more eminent ap- 
.pearance and manifetling of himfelf. 

4, That their greateft venture, and giving moft 
ft, hath ufually had the ricbeft income : the mofl e- 

^inent experiences of their life have followed the 
loft adventurous afts of their faith ; yea, upon an aft er- 
£clconing they have oft found, that their adventuring 
)f life, eftate, and credit on the promife of God, 
sven in thefe things, hath very obfervably been their 
\dvantage, 

n*fr That w ' lcre ^ ev have mo ^ been % fr' eni * t0 ^ e ' r 

iith, there hath faith alfo been moft a friend to them : 
their flanding to the credit of the promife, nor dif- 
lyed by the greateft objections and falfe reports raifad 
sreof, they have found a very evident mark of God's 

I I refpeft to the fame, caufing them to fee, that he will 
honour fuch who thus honour him. And it is indeed 
worthy of a remark, what we have of Caleb upon 

t record, that he* took part with the promife of God a- 
§ gainft that difcouraging report which then was ralfed 
L*©f the Anakimt, and their walled cities; and there- 
fore *he iaheriuncc lhe Children of Anak was 
D 5 give* 
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given to CaUb and his fens, in their lot from 
the Lord, 

6* That believing doth always make way for fenfe, 
and in their clofing with the naked Word of promifes, 
they have not wanted the feal of the Spirit of promife ; 
but have found a fweet calm, their burden fenfibly 
cafed, when once they got it laid over on the word, 
which they can fay hath been their fitft refting place, 
like the very fixing of the motion of the needle to- 
wards its right point, when their fpirit had been reft- 
kfs and in greateft agitation. 

7. That the greateft difappointments, which 
their hope in th« Word feemed to have, they have 
fcund afterwards rnoft to their advantage ; when their 
returns have not only been according to their faith, 
but have often exceeded their adventure, and been 
far beyond what they believed : yea that from fre- 
quent experience they may fay, the tffue of trufting 
tte Word, how long fo ever they thought it deferred, 
yet came always in feafon, was never too late and 
out of time* 

8. That this did never occafion bitter reflexion*, or 
was thejr reproach before the World, that they trufled 
God in a day of ft rait and were not helped : but this 
teftimony have all fuch left, who have moft credited 
it in a difmal hour, that none fliould fear after thcra 
to hazard upon fuch a hand and venture on the pro- 
ijvife ; for their faith hath oft carry *d them well and 
comfortably through, where both fcnfe and icafoa 
have been ready to link* 

SECOND Mamij Whereby we may fee the 
performance of the promife in Chriftian experience, b 
tktSjThat God truly htartlh praytr ; is near unto his 
People in what they call upon him for, agreeable to his 
Word, and will anfwer their defres * we . have this 

promife 
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promife moft exprefs. PhiL 4. 6, Pfif* J2* 6, Pfat % 
65. 2, PfaL 91. 15. 

Now the accomplifliing of this part of Scripture 
is fo very clear, that I can atteft the experience of all 
4 tht gmtraum of the righttous t fmee the beginnings 
what frequent and unanfwerable confirmations they 
have got of this truth in their Chriftian walk ; fo that 
lam fure, no man ever was in earneftin the matter 
of Religion, and a ftranger to this ; yea, that he 
was never more certainly perfwaded of any thing, 
than of this, that God doth hear prayer. O if men T a 
fouls were but in their fouls fiead* wbofe evening- wref- 
tlings and tears the Lord hath oft turned into a 
morning- fong, they would know this is no delufion, 
I fhall here touch fomething of that experience, which 
by many proofs the faints can give, as a witnefs to 
this promife. 

1 . That when they have oft with Hannah gone in 
before the Lord in the bitternefs of their fpirit, they 
have been made to return with a fenfibls and mar- 

j vellous change in their cafe j yea, when in going a- 
bout prayer, they have been put to wreftle with much 
diftemper and deadnefs, they have oft feen the wind 
. difcernibly change, and therewith their fpiritj light- 
ned from under that burden, an obfervable calm and 
ferenity following much inward perturbation -> yea, they 

[Bkan fay, that they have found their hearts thawed, and 
put in aflufh of tendernefs, upon the back of a moft 
fcnfible reftrainr. 

2. That ajecefs and liberty to pour forth their 
\ fouls to God, when he hath filled their mouth with ar- 
guments, and inabled them both to wreftle and wait, 
they have found a favourable Crifis, and begun Relief, 
yea, the very turn of a fad cafe, w hich they have got 
from the Lord, as the pledge of a further anfwer, and 
that when he thus $rt$arttb thi b(art 9 be doth caufi 
kk carta htar, 

3, That 
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3. That when they have been under a moft dark 
cloud, they have found their fky clear, have got a 
very feniible taftc of God's acceptation in prayer, and 
of his taking their fute off their hand, even while the 
matter was Hill rndependance before him ; yea, that 
they have oft had fuch afatisfying impreflion of God's 
mind, and perfwafion of his anfwering their defjre, 
as hath helped them cheerfully to wait, yea, fometimes 
to fmg the triumph before the viftory. 

4. That when they had been much in prayer, they 
muft alfo fay, it hath been the time wherein their fptrit 
hath flourifhed, was moft lively ; yea, then they had 
their beft days ; then the candle of the Lord Jbined 
upon their paihes^ and bis dew lay all night upon ibeir 
branches. But they have found there is an evident and 
proportionable abatement of their fpiritual life and 
encouragement in God, according to their wearing 
out in the exercife of thisduty. 

5. They have many times found, that when there 
«raa nothing left thera, but to turn in to God, and they 
knew of no other way to come through, but to pray 
and look op, they never found a more fweet and 
feafonable relief : fo that moft obfervable times of 
prayer have been alfo the moft obfervable times of 
their experience ; and they can fay from many proofs, 
it id no hopclefs bufmefs, which is put over upon God 
by prayer, though there be fmall outward appear- 

5. That it is not in vain to follow out a fute before 
the throne, but accefs and intercft if} Heaven is as 
fure a way to come fpced (which they know well) as 
greaceft imersft upon earth ; having fo evidently 
found, while many feek the rjilcr's favour, that thd 
determination of every thing is from the Lord. 
I I 7, That prayer, with quiet waiting in the ufe of 
jkmusj geueth condor. ably through, where over- 
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caring and carnat policy, in the ufe of all other ftifts, 
hath been forced to flick. 

8. They know by experience, that as there are judi- 
cial times, wherein an inhibition as it were is laid on 
them from the Lord, in their wreftling, yea, and a 
fore rcftraint on their fpirits, which hath been very 
fenfible, fo alfo they have found times of more eafy 
•accefs, and abundant liberty, a fpirtt of praver let* 
forth, before fome fpecial mercy and deliverance 
to the Church, whereby they could in fome meafurqr 
difcern its near approach. 

9. That on the back of fome folemn addtefs a 
application to God by prayer and fafting in a day o 
itrait, they have oft feen caufe even from that u'aa 
and upward to date a remarkable return, and delive r 4 

, ance, in which even common obfervers might diifl 
Ifcern what an evident anfwer the Church's intercef 
Jion with God in times of extremity hath had. i 
I0> I may add, the faints know this fo well by 
experience that furelv God heareth prayer, even in 
fuch and fuch a particular, that they can with much 
confidence adventure, and make an errand of 
! the meaneft, as well as their greateft concernments 
to him ; having fo oft tried, and found that feri- 
oufnefs and fincerity in addrefs to God was never 
in vain, but what ever be the times, therein iqm 
promife taketh place, your heart Jball live^ that feckGod* 

1 THIRD Inftance* Is tbe promife %f the Spirit , and 
pouring uut q{ the fame ; which we have clear in the 
^ Word, If. 59. 2t. Job, 14. 16. Luk. 24. 49. Rom, 

hi Theaccomplifhmcnt of which is fo manifeft, fuch 
a fenfible demonftration thereof in the experience 
or the faint?, that I am fure this can no more be deny- 
ed, than thofe who are warmed with the heat of ths 
fun, can deny their fenfc and feeling* that iU fun 

haul 
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hath fuch an influence : and doth not the Chriffian^ 
fpiritud walk, bear as convincing a witnefs to the 
fulfilling of this promife, as any Jiving man by wal- 
king in the way fheweth that he hath a foul and 
principle oflife within him. Now to demonflrate thia 
a little, I would but touch fome of the ordinary experi- 
ences of the faints therein, which they do teftify 
and by clear undeniable evidences know to be no de- 
lulion. / 

r„ That which caufeth fo real a change upon them^ 
which maketh them alive to God, who once were 
dead, creating them as it were of new, that which 
bringeth a clod of earth fo near Heaven, raifeth fo far 
above themfelves to a delightful convcrfe with things 
mot feen, that while their place and abode is here, 
jtheir company and fellowfhip- is above ; that 
which maketh all things new to them and doth fo far 
change their nature and inclination, ascaufeth them to 
find more fweetnefsin a fpiritual life, than in theplea- 
fures of fin, yea, reconciteth them with the Law, 
and exercifes of a Chriftian, where once there was 
fuch contrariety : Oh ! is not this a real effect of the 
Spirit^ and no imaginary thing ! 

2, That whereof they were altogether ignorant, 
When they were ftrangers to God, and knew not if 
there were a Holy Ghojl, but by report, now fince 
their being born again they find themfelves entred in 
another World, brought cut of Aarknefs unto a mar- 
vellous light, and of this are fure, that once they 
were blind, but now they fee, is not this a proof of 
the truth of this promife r 1 

3, That which rgaketh them fee more of God ia 
his Word, and tftris, at one time than at another i 
whence is this difference and inequality, the Scrip- 
tures are at one time the great things of God's Low, 
Which are at an other time, but common things to 
them ! the object is the fame 3 but 0 i what diffe- 
rent 
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lent mariifeftation thereof ? whence is it that fuch a 
light fpringeth up in the Word, that openeth up 
this deep, and maketh them fee the wonAers of his 
Law, and within a little time nothing but dark night; 
do not the faints know this well, and that it is no 
delufion ? 

4, That which maketh fuch fenfible liberty m their 
foul, and confidence in their approach to God, after 
fore bondage and fear ; which raifeth them often fa 
far above their ordinary frame as they are not only 
quickned and refrefhed themfelves, but do obfex- 
vably warm others. O how piercing* and favory 
are their words, which fbew what difference there 
is oft, betwixt a Chriflian, and himfelf, betwixt a 
dead exercife of > gift which reacheth the ear, and 
that which meHetfj the heart, and doth even reach 
by-ftanders, with a pleafant perfuaie I 

5, That which maketh fuch a fuAAen change ift 
their cafe under ordinances : that their heart, that died 
within them as a ftone, tre they, were aware hath 

vgot life, and taken fire with a IVord ; yea, hath 
been poured out within them fo as their Beloved's 
voice hath had another found ! O then they think 
not the time Jong, the Word is as the honey from 
the comb, fo as they have oft wifht a perpetual arreft 
upon their fpirit in fuch a condition, that none may 
fiirup their beloved until he pleafe \ Can that be any 

Wjj 6. That which bringeth in promifes feafonably 
C/Into their mind in the day of their Jlrait, and caufeth 
A the Word to come in fo fuitably ta their prefent cafe, 
with fuch a fatisfying impreffion of the fame, as doth 
give moft fenfible and prefent cafe. 

7. That which fo clearly by the Word difcovereth 
to men their own heart, and doth fearch them out in 
their raoft clofe and retired thought^ that they have 

tfev . been 



The Fulfilling 

b^en oft made to wonder, bow the WorJtjs upon alT 
their berets ; is not this the candle cf the Lord ? 

8. That which doth demonftrate their flat* and 
being in Ghrift^ by an argument which is beyond alt 
tverdsy and doth by power in an irreliftible way an- 
fwer ail objections, and turn the mod froward cafe 
into a blcffed calm, and hath madeafrmple word 
more effefl^al in a moment, than moil perfwafive 
arguments could be. 

9. That which maketh fuch abundant joy fpring 
up in the heart, when there is no vifiblc grounds for 
the fame, like the dry bone gufhing out water, muft 
t&rely be fame fupernatural and excellent power, 
that cannot only bring it out of nothing, but out of 

contraries. THKm/i'' - 

10. That which giveth them fo fenfible a tqflt of 
the powers of the World to come> fuch a ravifhing 
gbnee of the inheritance^ that they could hardly 
Sometime forbear to rife at midnight and fing for joy 
in the hope thereof; and hath given them fuch a dif- 
covery Ojt God at fome fpecial times, as hath made 
ihem juagc that all they, ever knew of him before, was 
but by the hearing of the iar i9 \ 

11. That which is fo difcernable and fenfibly felt 
at the preftnt urnc^ that ChriiVs return to the foul* 
and the cffufion of the Spirit, hath been as evident 
oft to the faints, as to that Martyr w t ho was forced, 
to cry out at the (take, He is £ome f he is come ! anj 
hath been tofweet when enjoyed, that the remem* 
brance of fume of thefc times hath been very* v 
jjjeafant and refrefliing ; yea, this is fuch a thing as 
moil obfervably occurs to the godty man in the way of 
his duty, according to the -Word. 

12. That is no deluiion, the withdrawing where- 
of is fo fenfible to them,, as it maketh their duty 
wiierein they ruve had delight, become their burden > 
when they are pat tgrow with curs, the wind bcln^ 

gone. 
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gone ; and maketh it like night to the foul, when the 
fun is gone down : and fad experience hath oft £he*cd 
them, how the overclouding of their foul, the jvrth- 
drawing of the Spirit, the comforter, doth obferva- 
bly follow a negleft of their duty, and yerlding to 
any known fin, by which it is grieved. 

FOURTH hflance y is that Promife for Dirtclicrr, 
which God hath given his'People in the Word ; that 
he will guide ibem with his Counfd, , will crdet 
and dirth their feps, who do commit their waft 
to him, and tesch them the way that they fiali cbos" 

Pfal 37. 5, Pf 25* 9* H- P f 74- **? ' 

The fulfilling of which hath been fo mamfeft to 
thofe who ever made earneft of acknowledging C^d 
iniheir ways, and committing the conduct thereof 
40 him, that I Ihall but atteft their experience, it 
they have not this teftimony to give s^SflS 

1. That to truft God with their cafe, and give him 
the guiding of their way, hath carried them much more 
ifffily through a plunging cafe, than overeating anx- 
iety ; yea, the Lord's direSing their fteps, and ma- 
king things fuccefsful, when they have commu ted 
the fame to him, hath been often as fenfihU to them, 
as their ftrait and difficulty was, 

2. That the way of the word hath been the bed 
expeJient for carrying them fai'e and comfortably 
through ; and that they never repented, that they did 
*vore confult their duty y than inclination, when they 
were at a (land about a particular, and did not debate 
the command, even while there feemed a lion in ti$ 
way. " 1 

3. That they were ntvtr left without counfel an J 
direction, when their eye was fingle^ and fthus a- 
bout it J and that it was not fo mucb want of \ • \ 
as of an heart to clofe therewith, that made their way 
•ftib dark : but when they fubjeclcd thsmfelves to Owl's 

fl * n , mind, 
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mind, they found, that fuch who follow him, fliaft k 
not walk in darlcnefs. 

4 ; That light and counfel doth meet men in fol- 
lowing the command, and the prafiice of known du- 
ty, hath helped them to how more their duty ; 
and that hghtdid moft abound, when it was moft their 
fcnous ftudy to follow the fame. 

5. ^ They found, it was never in vain, to enquire after 
Ood's mind by prayer, and alfo in the temple to make 
a reference of a particular to him, when it was too 
hard for them \ but haveoften feen the Word evident- 
ly dtrtfiid to fuch and fuch a cafe, as if they had got 
\t return from Heaven by an audible voice. 

6. They alfo know, that God's following in light 
with a powerful impreffion, his teaching the rem t 
and inflruaing zuitb a pong hand is no dclufion, 
hut the fure and well grounded experience of moft 
folid Chriflians in all ages ; yea, moft difeernable 
from any falfc impulfe : and that fomc fpecial piece 
of work and fervice, which God hath laid in their 
Way, wants not ufually fome fpecial call, backed 
with fuch light and authority, as in an irrefiftable 
way can anfwer all objections, to make them £3 
found in the Spirit, about fuch a duty. 

7. How God's fpecia! directing hand hath been 
oft very obfervable, not only in preventing and 
mjfing their way, to withdraw them by fome fharp 
difpenfation, from their purpofe ; but fenfibly over- 
powering thap, fo that they have been plucked as it 
were back, from unavoidable hazard, that they could 
not find their paths. 

8. I (hall add, they have oft obfervably found* 
how eafy their way was made to them when theLord 
doth countenance and profper the fame : what 
fweet concurrence of providences j how then difficult 

* ties have moft fenfibly been taken out of the way, yea, 
Wind, and tide going along with them, in Vacha 
^^*%£ i manner* 



of the Scripture, 67 

manner, that they have been forced to fee and con- 

fefs a divine hand therein, 

FIFTH Inftance, it the promife of Pardon, and 
firghenefs. which God hath given his People in the 
Word ; that for his names fake he will blot out their 
' iniquity, and remember their fin no more > yea, is 
ready to pardon ; which is exprefly held forth, to 
thofe who are truly humbled. Mic, 7. 18. J*r. 311 

34. #43'*5. , U t 1 w 

Now that there is a real accomplimment of this, 
I am fure, the experience of the faints can in all ages 
clearly witnefs ; what joy and peace this hath occafi- 
oned, what a fenfible demonftration and folerntl 
confirmations they have had of this promife, fo as 
their very bones might fing ; Who is like unto thee, 0 
Lcrd ! It is true real pardon doth not always in- 
fer the fenftile feeling thereof ; and when Sin is re- 
mitted in Heaven, there is not always a declaration 
of it in the confaencc. But it is alfo fure, that this is 
fenfibly felt, and that itistryed by all, even alt the ge- 
neration of the righteous, to have had as powerful an 
operation on a difquieted troubled foul, as ever wine 
or the cholceft cordial could have on the fick,or faint, 
O ! if thofe who queftion this, were in their cafe, to 
whom Gsd fpeaketh peace after a ftorm, they would 
know how real and certain that is ! I would offer 
the Chriflians witnefs to this promife, from many, 
many experiments, by which the Lord hath fealed it 
to their ibul, whereby they know aflarcdly it is no 
fancy or delufion. 

1. How this hath as fenfible a connexion with the 
fcnous exercife of contrition and repentance, in theit 
experience, as it certainly hath in the word and pro- 
mife ; while they find, that in ftlence and keeping 
up their cafe from God, their bones have been trou- 
bled, their Jpirit in a refllcfs and difquieted condition, 

until 
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until once they made an addr efs, and got their foul 
Rented by confeffing to the Lord, which was then like 
a kindly turn and cool of a fever. 

2. They know it is no delufion, that Is found fo cer- 
tain a cure to a wounded fpirit, under the fenfe of fin ; a 
W;und which the world and all itsdiverfions could ne- 
ver heal ; whofe pain and grief no mufick can allay (a 
drop of divine difpleafure being enough to >turn all 
their pleafures into wormwood and gall J but, O ! a 
Ufte of this unfpeakable cordial, one warming lock 
of a reconciled God, they know by experience, can 
give prefent eafc. 

? 3, It h no delufion, which they can ml command ; no 
more, than the fun to fhine when overclouded, or 
the wind to blow, but when it lifteth ; which the 
moil perfwadirg moral arguments can no ways ei- 
fecluate,nor all their former experience, nay , nor the let- 
ter of moft refrefhing promifes, which fometimes 
are to them but as the white of an egg, without 
iufle, until once %fpint breathe; which not only 
difcovercth the ground of their joy in the word, but 
dotbalfo caufe them torejoyce therein, when it {hi- 
neth upon the fame, <> 

4. It muft be no delufion, which caufcth fo marvel- 
lous a change, that after greateft difquieting/rm they 
have found moft fenfible manlfejlatkns of love ; tlje 
gteateir. flood on the back of the lowell ebb in their 
fpiritual condition ; which of* hath forced them to 
retract, what their fears and jcaloufies did utter ; 
yea, hath made them enquire with wonder, whence 
they are fo chearfu) to day, who yefiernight were 
broken and cruflit ? whence their fpirit Ibould be in fo 
fweet a calm, that fo lately was like the raging and 
troubled fea ? ' \ 

5. That this hath oft met them, as ableft furprlr 
%al and unexpected welcome, when they have in A 
lackflid'wg cafe come in to God, they certainly 

know : 
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J know : that when they knew not how to adventure, 
s and at what end of their raveled condition to begin, 
counts having run long over; yet on their very full 
addrefs, have got a fwcet difappointment to their fears, 
teen helped to their feet, yea, iome times have 
had as it were ihs fatted calf killed, to make merry 
. with their friends. 

6. That which bath an audible voice within, fo 
I V.firong an imprejfton upon the fcnl t which carrieth 

I With ic fuch a dual fatisfying difcovery of God's heart 
rand love, isfurely no delufion ; while ihe jntimarior v 
7 .©f that one truth, Tour fm are forgiven^ or any other 
n word of promife for that end, they have found to bfc^ 
atn argument beyond words, which thev could not 
I reGfi\ butter the time have been as fure, they, fea 
1 and fee) this, as that they live ; yea, can no more now 1 
I call it in queftion, than formerly thty could get it be- 
j lieved, 

7. That is no delufion, which caufe th them with 
another kind of freedom to approach to God ; ntfi-* 

P Jteth them know, there is a Sphjt of adaption^ which 
LA fets the foul at liberty from the fore bondage and 
I thraldom, under which their former backfiiding had 
put them ; yea, a thing not only fenfibly felt by cherts 
ielves, but may be difcerncd by others, wM1e they 
cannot (mother the joy of their heart, or" hide in their 
countenance fuch a change* of their condition, that 
truly God hath dealt .comfortably with them, 

8. Hath not this the Saints in all ages witneffed, 
■ even a joy unfpeckalle and full of gkry, which 

though but of ihort continuance, yet for the prefent 
| fo ftrong, as hath raviflied their foul "with the hope 

1 of the inheritance above, and clear view of their in- 
terest in it ; \ea, fo merimes made them fing; for joy, 
in cxpeilaion of that blefled day ! But, O ! Jtyi is 

. fccttu; felt, ttun expreffitd. 



9, And 
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q t And in a word, can that be a delufion, that hath I 
oft turned the poor man's hell into a Heaven j which 
meets the Chriitian in the way of his duty, and the 
work doth fo exactly anfwer the promift ; moft fen- 
fibly felt after greateft fhakings of the confeience by 
the law $ and can make a fad outward lot, fo very 
fweet and pleafant ; caule them to triumph over the 
wrath of men, to fing in a dungeon, to abound and 
have all things under greatefl wants, look grim death 
chearfully in the face in its moft dreadful afpecT; ; yea, 
itoth make fo great and vifible a difference betwixt 
he Chriftian, and him/elf I 

SIXTH Infant** Is that prmife of Encourage 
mem, and fupport under the Crofs : which is exprefly 
held forth in the Word, that the Lord will own his 
People, bear their charges, and be with them in 
trouble, in the day of their fuffering for his truth j yea, 
will bind up the broken in heart, and heal their 
wounds. Pfat. 91. 15* V ai > 43; , 2 > Ca h 4*« 
17. tf Ccp; 49* p f al > 9- 9* //"■ S*- «• 

Now that this proftiife is a truth, and hath a cer- 
tain accomplifhment, the experience of the Saints in 
all aees wilt witnefs : and we know their teftimony is 
true What at folemn times of God's prefence they 
have had in a barren wildernefs, how great a cloud of 
witness doth feal this, and give their tcftimony to 
the Crofs of Cbrifl ! Of which we may fay, the fame 
and fw-et favour hath gone forth, and fpread abroad 
through the Church the Fathers have told it to the 
Children, and one generation to another : but how 
little a part thereof can be exprtfftd ! I think, it would 
be a marvellous record, if the Offering and pnfon 
experiments of the Saints were particularly fet down, 
what they have found under the crofs. But it is well, 
we know this promife hath been, and this day « 
evidently fealed ; concerning which I dare aucft the 
• experience 
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'experience of as many as did ever drink of this blefTed 
cup, and were counted worthy to fuffer for the 
teftimony of Chrift,?if this be not a faithful atd true 
Witnefs—- 

Firft, that they have oft tafied what communion 
vcith God ix, in the fecret duties of a Chriftian, alfo 
in the publick ordinances, and in a fpecial meafure, 
at fome more folemn times ; but, O ! never knew 
his prefence and communion with him more fenfi- 
bly than under the Crofs ; yea, have found that the 
^work and fervice of a fuffering-time, as it is not the 
ordinary Service of every day, hath alfo a peculiar 
and more than ordinary allowance* 
H 2. That they never knew divine Jlrcngth more fen* 
fibly, than when they have been moft prejfed about 
their ownfirength : that in the day they were caft on 
God's immediate care, and ordinary means of their; 
help moft withdrawn, they had neijier lefs caufe tov 
complain, but might often fay this as their experi-/ 
*nce, they thirfttd not when he Ud them through* 
the witdernefs ; yea, that they have at no time or 
their life, found their mercies more olfrrvably attend 
them, nor more fweet and fatisfying, than when by* 
. prayer and believing, they were put to dig the well * 
and wait for the rain coming down to fill it. 8 
J, That they never found more true liberty, tharT 
in the bsufi cf bondage : more refrefhing company 
than amidft their greateft folitude ; while they founL 
p«n Jiear, whom gates and bars cannot fhut out • 
in the day when all things rife feemed to frown upon 
hem that their midntght'fongs have been fweeter, 
Wan all the pt ofperity they fometirnes enjoyed ; and 
tnat they have oft proved, that the deeper any are in 
«Hraion for Cbrifl and his truth, they are alfo the 
deeper in conflation. 

4- They muft fay, the moft fatisfying and clear 
■Ucovcnei of che word us under fearching and flw- 

peft 



f ^2 Tie Fulfilling 

peft trials ; that a fan&ified exercifing affliftiorr, 
they have found one of the beft interpreters of the bi- 
Hc, and the word then to be an other thing, than it 
is at other times 3 yea, even to have been that to 
them, which they could defire it to be, fo as they are 
fare it hath been fliappd out and directed for that 
prefent plunge their foul was in. 

5, That there is a very eafy pajfage and difpatch, 
fce+wixt Heaven and an oppreffed affiUtcd foul, an 
(Db ervable vent by prayer, and more fcnfiblc accefs 
1 to God's face, when other things have moft frowned ; 
^ a they can witnefsfrom experience that be ftaycth 
hi \ w *b wind in the day of his Eaflwind: that while : fa*, 
Outran one door, he hath fet an other open; that 
n J»'hen the ftorm without hath been very (harp, they 
J^ve found a fwcet calm and fun Ihine within, to 
Pinake it cafy ; and that when helaycthon one fore trial, 
trhe will take an pther off 

* : 6 They ca All what a fweet comfortable/;^/^, 
Sw have oft had, with fome flw0 trial ; which at 
-thAuft was bitter Sm"- death, but in the dole , after 
( toffifiedexercife under the fame they have found 
triraufc to leave it their bleffing, and confefs, that the 
£ime of ereateft jealoufy and fear upon their part, 
? Ly have found on God's part hath been a time of 
tr t teft kindnefs and love ; the fharpeft ****** horn 
fjh an hand and heart as his, have tended to a cure i 
rau that circumftance and ingredient in the tame, 
SUA of all was moft bitter and guevous even 
There they have found their relief and encouragement 
moft remarkable. ' - , . . 

7 That the peculiar advantage of a fanained trial 
is not fo well feen in the prefent time as af^r 
lards, when the cafe bartered ; then Aj 
alongandrou^h ftorm recontpenced at their land 
jn- with a rich Mm of experience; an o wr 
kmd of diicoveiy ot God, hi* *ay, 
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tainty of his word, than they formerly had attained : 
fo as now they can fpeak of him, and the good of the 
crofs, and adventuring any thing for Chrift, with 
fome greater efteem, on an other ground, than re- 
port, or an hearing thereof by the ear, 

8, I (hall acid what hath been the frequent tefti- 
mony of thofe who ever endured tribylation for the 
gofpel, that their remembrance and after- reckoning 
upon this account hath not been fad or bitter t 
when they fat down and compared their gain 
with their lofs, their fupports & reliefs with thefe days 
of trial, which have gone over their head : fo that they 
would not then exchange their experience, or want 
what they have found by the crofs \ no, not for many 
more days of trouble and affliction, 

SEVENTH Inflame, is that prmift cftbe word 
which integrity, in an evil time hath j that it ftiall 
preferve their Jteps, and be the beft means to help thofe 
through, that keep God's way, yea, even in this life 
lhaU not want fome witnefs of God's refpeft. Pf 18. 
*5. Pf U2. 4. Rtv, 3, I0 , 

Now to hold fonh trie accomplilhment of this, I 
may with confidence appeal to the obfervation of the 
faints in all ages, who ever made it their ferioua 
ftudy to keep their garments clean in a time of try- 
al, if their experience hath not this teftimony to 
give. 

Firft, that though at prefent, hneffy in evil times 
hath brought them in hazard, and with Jofeph to a 
prifon, yet it hath brought them out alfo, with 
obfervab!c advantage ; yea, how ever the Lord did 
order their Deliverance, they have found this did land 
mem well, and always bring them to a comfortable 
Wbour, 

2. That honefty and faithfulnefs hath an autha- 
my even on the conference of their mmies, and 
£ leaveth 
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leaveth ufually a conviction upon them : Tea, hath 
forced a teftimony and approbation from fuch 
men, and they have oft found better entertainment, 
than thofe who in a finful way have fought to plcafe 
them. 

3, They have found this integrity always the cheic- 
eji expedient and beft policy in a dangerous time, which 
hath obfervably met them, when they had moft to 
do ; A thing whereof they have reaped the fruits in 
the day of their ftrait, and limes of judgment ; yea, 
though it hath occafaned fometime their fufferings, 
yet it hath been alfo their fafety and protection from 
fadder fufferings. 

4, That though integrity is oft under a dark cloud 
of reproach, yet it ftill getteth well out from under 
the fame, and hath mined ufually more bright after- 
ward : So as they have had caufe to obferve, what 
unexpected means the Lord hath made ufe of, for 
their clearing. 

5, That while their enemies might have (were it 
not for the preventing goodnefs of God) quarrelled 
upon fome other ground, they have been obfervably 
led to purfuc, and make thorn the Butt of their ma- 
lice, far their honefty, and that wherein they have 
peace before God, and have been kept from hitting on 
the right caufe, , _ 

1 6. They find how unfpeaknbly fiveet this is upon 
an after -redwing, and in the evening of their hf* % 

♦that then they reap a comfortable harveft, of that 
they Jmve fown with much funVin^ and tears. V \ 
then it doth not repent them, that integrity was their 

* 7^ TP hey have fometime found 3 hundredfold even 
in this t'fi i and an obfervable gain in that, which 
tlry have been willing to nfk and hazard moft. t 
' 8. They mutt alfo fay, integrity wars never tb«* 
rnh ; but an efcipe was oft brought about m .1 
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* whom all your life you have walked fo crofs ! O fit 
but with your felves alone, and confider this ; you 
hate ferious Religion, and therefore you reproach 
it : will you take fuch a revenge on your felves, and 
out of prejudice to it, run on fo great and eternal 
a ruin ? But know affuredly, it is not what you jud- 

; ged, and if once you pafs (in this delufion) that great 
and laft ftep betwixt time and eternity, you are un- 
done, oh undone for ever ! And fure, if you admit 

» the authority of the Scripture, you cannot debate the 
Chriftians experience j while there you have fo 
great a cloud of witnejps, who bear that fame refti- 
mony j but it is on your felf you muft reflect 
(not on the truth) that you know fo little in this 

i Way. 

Now, to leave fome Conviction on the Atheifti of 
this time, and thofe who take liberty to feoff at feri- 
ous Religion, I would here offer fome rational 
Grounds j . which even to the World and byilanden, 
may convincingly demonftrate, if they would but con- 
fider the fume inearneft, that this reftimony theSaints 
do in all ages bear, from their experience, to the truth,' 
can be no cunning device or fall hood, but is moft cer- 
tain and fure. For 

1. That muft be a fure itjlimony, and is no cheat, 
if you judge that thofe *who declare the fame, have 

;the ferifenf a Deity, and have any truth, or moral can- 
Nour. For it is a clear dilemma r -either fuch, whofe 
witnefs this is, are impoftors of the bigheft degr e, 
)ea, in Atheifm and grofs .deceit muft exceed all the 
World befide : or, it is true and valid, what they 
•witnefs. Now, for the fir ft, I ihafl crave, no more in 
their behalf, bur an appeal to your confidence and 
lober thoughts, if jou could judge thus of them. 

2. This teftimony inuft be fure, if you but allow 
thofe the ufe of judgment and reafon, who bear it 1 , 
and do not jud^e them wholly, demented ; for h 
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were a ftrangefc unheard of madnefs, that menfliould 
purfoeafliadow with fo great ferioufnefs, and on this 
intereft venture fo far, if Religion and the power 
thereof were not a reality. Sure, one of thefe two 
muft hold ; if Chriftians do not experience them- 
fclves what they hold out to others, that they are either 
in the bigheft meafure profligate and wuied, even 
beyond the ordinary rate and depravation of humane 
nature ; or thev muft be under a ftrange madnrfs 
and delirium. They muft either defign to cheat the 
World, or themfelves, but though their adverfanes 
could wifh to have it fo, I think their malice will not 
make them fo mad, as to own that challenge: and 
fince there cannot be alledged, I profefe were I the 
■rreateft Mii/I, who did not own the Scripture, 
f could not ferioufly confider the way and walk 
offuch who are tender Chriftians, without aftomlh- 
ment ; or conceive how in fuchaworld and fo many 
vifible difadvantages they fhould be thus engaged,on any 
other confideration, than the trutb and reality oi 
Chriftianity. , 

3 Do you not fee, this is their teftimony, who are 
wiUine to be tried therein, and render areafon if that 
kpe which is in thtm ? yea, do in this offer themfelves 
to tiial, and with greateft ferioufnefs obteft the 
the world, not to credit implicitly their witnefs, and 
take it on truft, but themfelves put it to the moft 
exact inquiry and fearch ! And truly, if there be an 
appeal and reference to men's fenfe and feeling, which 
can admit nodebate,I know not what ground they 
have to queftion this witnefs, until they firft put it to 
an#j, that from their own experience theycoulo 

contradict the fame. „. 
a Should you not admit this for afore teflimony 

if you grant any moral certainty of a thing, that t here 
isfomecafe wherein a burnt teflimony «n allow 
no debate, which in (his prefent cafe muft be ua- 
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denyablej for you know by two witntjfesz matter is 
judicially eliablijhed : but is it not more confirm- 
ing when they are of known judgment and integrity \ 
yea, out of diverfe and remote places of the earth, ani 
otherwife ftrangers amongft themfelves, but yet 
more, not only when dying they own and affert this. 
but arc willing to die upon a teftimony thereto, and 
leal it with their blood, and this alfo through allagtt 
renewed i O what can be more convincing as t» 
.moral certainty ! Now I do atteft the world, if this 
■argument ot Chriftian experience have not as full 
'Jand unanfwerable proofs of i{s certainty, 

S /i - T j ™ witnefs can be no counterfeit, and yoir 
mult judge they are worthy of credit, to verify the 
tbtrtpturt from experience, on whofe practice you fee it 
lb convincmgly tranferibed. Should not the declara- 
tion of fuch about the truth of the promife, have 
*much weight, whilft you fee what a ferious refpeft 
thefe have to the rule ; to have their walk ordered in 

ES^i ^, erC the Scri P ture warrants the m 

: peft the fulfillmg 0 f fa promlfe , And ar£ no( thefc 

leento be the moft tender ferious Chriftians, whofe 
way ufeth to have greateft authority over your con- 
cience, who do moft own this witnefs, and hath the 
largeft account to give thereof ? 

J!i 5 n °\ thiS / W> tcftimon y alf °, whom on your 
aatteft and moft narrow notice, you may fee ftcdv 
Keltgion m the fecret and retired duties there*/. 1 
Where fomeotherimereft, than the obfervation of men, 
muft be an incitement. Yea, may you not obferve 
here are foch, who do ferioufly own the practice of 
.roeie duties, when the view of thofeabout them might 
Zl g T" hmderan " and ground of fear, than any 
E^ rn- m0tlV f ? And whilft you challenge the. 
»m p-u.ffipn ot many within the Church, do but 
wi» } ' c „ onfcien «.if there be not others, whofe , 
youmtiftjuftify, eveninfpite of your hatfpd 



98 Tfo Fulfilling 

and prejudice againft them, that it hath a convincing 
favour of humility ? yea, there growth under i 
ground, and being fcrious and real in what they pro* 
fefs, may be clearly difcerned from a naked and emp- 
ty fhtw. 

7, Can tbofe intend, by fuch a teftimony, to decern* 
ethers, who have oft been in fo great fear and difquiet, 1 
that they be not themfelves deceived ? O how ] \ 
convincing may this be to the world, to confider what 
perplexing queries and doubts Chriftians have fome- 
time about their own inward cafe ; yea, after fuch 
iharp wreftlings, a moft fweet calm and compofure of 
fpirit may be difcerned. It is flrange this puts not 
Alheifts to a more ferious inquiry, what fuch changes 
can mean, which will make men differ fo far from 
themfelves, whilft no outward caufe can be difcerned. 
It is true fome matters lie much under ground j 
the heart knows its turn bitternefs, and a firanget 
doth not intermeddle with its joy ; yea, the decpeft 
plunge and exerclfe may make little noife without : 
yet this is fare, there is fo much under thefe viciffitude? t 
that is obvious, even to the view of lookers on, as 
may leave fome conviftion, that their enjoyments , 
niuftberrueand real, when the want thereof is fo 
fenfiblyfek; and the world is not fo ftupidly ui- . 
advertent, not to obferve this, if they did not tout ; 
their eyes for fear of fuch a d.fcovery, ^ 

8. Should not their teftimony be very convincing, ) 
whofe complaints and challenges you may find more 
at home upon themfelves, than againft others; who 
are oft bemoaning over thofe evils, which the eyes or 
man could not reach ? may not the world fee ho* 
fome are preft with angmft of foul, to the wafting ol 
of their body, when nocaufe from without is known, ( 
znitthsrwtji rational and moft com pofed ? Yea, ma/ 
it not fometimes be difcerned, there is more fmother a 1 
within, which S cts no vent, than, appears without - 
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for grief inearneft wants not fome peculiar marks f 
by which it may be wit netted to others, I think* 
thisftiould put the world to fuch a reflection, there 
muft be fome grief and joy and a caufe for it, which 
goes above the world or the things thereof, 

9, This is their teftimony, whofe confidence and 
compofure of fpirit, in tbc grcateft exigences, may 
witnefs to others that perfwafion they have of the 
truth within their own fouls. You fee alfo at what 
labour and work thefe are in the duties of Religion ; 
yea, when they are moft ferious, how native and 
unconftrained their motions are. O doth not this 
4hew, the grace of God and a new nature is another 
thing than words ; and that they muft furely findy^ 
tisfaclion in thefe duties, which makes that a fpecial 
delight and pleafiire to them, which you would reckon 
an intolerable and fore toil. 

10. Do you not fee how thefe agree every where 
and at every time in this teftimony, that the Scrip- 
ture is verified by experience, and the breathings and 
influences of God on the Soul meet them in the way 
oi duty according to the promife, even whilft they 
moft remarkably differ amongft themfelves in their 
natural temper and difpofition I And h it not know* 
Whatever particular and Itfler differences, through 
the prevalence of corruption, are too frequent a- 
mongft thefe, yet no challenge, no reflexion on 
the truth in reality of godlinefs in it felf, will be 
found when their challenges are moft bitter one up- 
on another ? I muft further atteft your confei- 
ence, whilft you have heard the fad Moans of dying 
Chriftians about the intereft of their foul and ftiort- 
coming in the ftudy ofgodlinefs, have not thefe com* 
plaints been ftiil to commend Religion, and the excel- 
lency thereof, and reflea only upon themfelves ? but 
none ever was heard to have fuch a complaint, (hit 

F 2 they 
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they did cheat the world in that matter, by obtrud- 
ing upon them a falftiood, 

ii. May you not fee this teftimony whichCbriftians 
give to the way of godlinefs, that it is from thofe 
who act deliberately in that great intereft, and have 
a rational account to give of the grounds on which 
they walk f Do you not find they are Men, as well as 
Chriftians ; and that none are more friends to reafon 
and the right exercife thereof, than fuch who are 
moft ferious in the ftudy of Religion ? It is fure, could 
the world have their fight, and with Mojes fuch a look 
cf an invfihle God, it would be eafy for them to be of 
their judgment alfo. 

X2.That you are fo ready to challenge theChriflian's 
teftimony, may you not find the true caufe within 
yourfelfi not from your judgment, but a rooted 
prejudice and tnmiiy at the way of the Lord, where- 
of you' can give no reafon ? Yea, have you not oft 
1 reproached Chriftians at a dijiance whom upon a more 
.near particular acquaintance you have from fome 
jrrefiftible conviction left upon you, been forced to 
juflify ? For godlinefs hath this fingular advantage, 
to filecce all its adverfaries, that none will challenge 
or reproach the fame, but thofe who never knew it ; 
and ftiould fuch a witnefs be admitted ? O ftrange, 
with what liberty men can deride this, who yet dare 
not go alone to have fome ferious thoughts about 

iii 

j 3. I know you will not deny there is fuch a thing 
as hypocrify and a falfe jhtw of godlinefs \ yet furc 
- you have no ground of challenge, or to queftiort 
[ the truth and power of this, which is fo con- 
^wvincingly witneilcd to, even by hypociify ; for 
i# l there fiiould be^o ufe for fuch a cover, no cauie for 
that impofl^J? rteftrwere not alfo a truth and 
realitv thej|in yrflf cfie^Lcbnceive a counterfeit, but 
& it ftaMli^tft%ou^wbicrris true. If there were 
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not fuch a thing as ferious godlinefs, the world could 
never have known how to pcrfonate it. Could there 
be a lie, if there were not a truth ? You fee alfa 
it is the moft fenous difcerning Chriftians, that 
fuch ufually do fear and have an awful regard of; for 
which there w«re no ground, if they were not con- 
fcious of the truth of that in others, whereof they 
only ftudy the appearance : yea, here I muft alfo ap- 
peal the world and ordinary Obfervers, if there he not 
even to them, fome difcernable difference betwixt 
the power of Religion, and an empty fiezv, though 
this make greater noife ; betwixt thofe who are 
fenous and tender in follvwing the Lord, and others 
Who ghry in appearance, but not in heart ; for 
the one by a convincing manifejiatton of tin truth do's 
commend it felf u mens confeience, hath a Jiving 
air and breath, which by no art or cunning can be 
drawn to the life, no more than an exquifue painter 
with the choiceft colours, in drawing a dead man.can 
therewith draw the vital afls of breathing and moving. 

14. May you not fee, holinefs muft be fome excel- 
lent thing, which hath fuch credit i even with it's real 
adverfartes and the worft of men, as to make them 
grafpat the appearance and fhadowof thar, which 
thers know, they hate the power and practice thereof J 
And here I would aik the world, h it not to the 
bcrtpture and truth thereof, the experience of the 
taints bears witnefs, that they do indeed feel and 
prove wnhin their foul, what you fee written be- 
f>re you, in this bieffed record ? But is it 'not alfo 
that nothing is more directly crofs and oppo- 

X, 1 T? tUre > th " an *M'«PP'«rance, and fhev* 
of that which is not real I 

fonfln ^"J^te whether there are fifo'chriS^ 

S witnlr r dd ' y ?\ many fuch ' whok <*P< r «»« 
be (Z T th Z ? ruth of of wh ™ & muft 

*™ (wen tb*,r enemies being judges) their being 

F 3 feriou* 
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ferious in that way, and choice thereof, muft be 
for it felfmti hath no outward deft^n or intereft, 
to which itcanbefubfervient, whiift in this oft the/ 
run the greateft hazard, and are rendreda prey to 
others ? 0 muft it not be a marvelous thing, which 
hath that dominion over the fouls, to teach men 
the practice of felf-denyal ; not only to quit but 
| tochearfully quit their neareft intereft, to fmile on 
the fpoilers, to rejoyce in their fuffering and reproa- 
ches, to forgive wrongs, and take revenge -by good 
will ! this is indeed above nature, and is peculiar to 
Chriflianity^'hkh can alfo turn poyfon to an ontidote 
and cure, and gain by its greateft lofles, 

1 6. You may fee what different fzes are amongft 
the Saints, how great a difference alfo betwixt the 
experiences of one and another : fomc made to wit- 
ncfs much bitternefs in departing from God, and 
Others that lingular advantage in drawing near to him > 
yea, how near fometimes will great cxtreams in their 
condition border with other ! At a fhait to cxprefs 
their joy, who not long before would have thought 
a vent to their grief a fpecial eafe ; O muft not this 
Sr.- be a matter of Reality ! and when you fee how much 
thefe amongft themfelves do thus differ, that yet all 
ihefe differences meet together and concur in a 
mod clear teftimony to the Scripture, and truth of 
godlinefs ; yea, how this wonderful contrivance 
of the Scripture is futed to anfwcr all this variety of 
changes in the Chr Mian's cafe, and paffeth none over! 

But oh, what can be faid here, where weeping 
fliould be more fit than words, to fee what contempt 
the greateft part of men put on ferious religion, which 
doth truly raife them above the condition of the 
beafts I Is not the atheifm of the time at that height 
that we muft fay, theaffault of the adverfary is not to 
L . much at one fingle truth, as at the root and being ot 
all f elision i And truly we may fear feme roarp a™ 
* extraordinary 
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extraordinary cure, to recover this generation, of adif- 
eafe, that would feem in an ordinary way incurable. 
I fhall but further offer thefe few queries, and 
plead fo far with the adverfary, that they would,, 
ere they pafs them, have but feme ferious thoughts 
thereon. 

I (1.) If there be a God, or truth in any Religion^ 
is it not with this blefied record of the Scripture you 
muft cJofe, as the alone rule thereof ? yea, if youc 
judgment and confeience be not both extinct, muft 
you not confent to the law and doctrine therein held 
forth, that it is good, what ever be your averfion 
therefrom Is not an immortal fwUiid a being 

for ever, fuch a venture as is of more value, and 
mould be to you, than the whole world ?-~ (3.) O 
how can you be i\\\xiindeter mined about fo great an in- 
tereft P you feem to be hefitant and unfure, if there be 
another world, a heaven or a hell : but oh, are you 
fure thefe are not ? and how then can you be fecur- 
ed from fuch a fear, which of all fears is the greateft? 
(4,) What a horrid and uncomfortable thing is it to 
be an Athiifti which gives men no hope beyond 
this prcfent life ? Yea, what a world would this be 
to dwell in, if there were no true godlinefs in it> 
fince without this, no comfortable humane focietv f 
no kindly and right fubjection to the magiftrate, can be 
expected from thofe, who have no tie from above 9 
and know not what it is to pay homage to a fove- 
reign being. (5.) Is not the native tendency of Atheifm 
to all ungodlinefs in men's practice ? yea, how far 
woth it debafe humane nature, and level it "even 
with the beaib (6.) Whilft you feoff at ferious Re- 
gion, I dare appeal your felvcs, if in your retire- 
when you have any fober reflections, you are 
nor. fore'd to have other thoughts ! and why is it, you 
F 4 fo 
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fo much fear to go alone, and be in any meafurefcri- 
ous with your foul j Oh what a defperate fecurity is 
lhat } 

I (hall only add, is it not rare to find a profeffed I 
\Athcij}) at deaths when once the approach of another 
world does awake the fenfe of a Deifj ? But then it 
is eafy to fee men, who have fported at godlinefs in ] 
their life, weep over that wretched mirth, when it 
comes to death, and call for fuch Minifters, whom { 
once they hated : and oh, what a dreadful cure will I 
hell be of atheifm ! for there they know the truth 
in earneft, though it be their terror ; it is alfo Aire J 
the Devil is no atheifl^ who believes there is a God 7 
and tremhles* 

I mull yet a little further crave liberty, ere I pafs j 
this argument, to fpeak a word even to thofe who | 
know and have experienced the fame , O how great | 
fhould this be in our eyes, and with what aftonifh- 
jnent may we confider it, which by fo full, fo fatis- I 
fying a demonftration doth witnefs, not to the eye 
or ear, but to the foul, the certainty of divine truth s 1 
and the power and reality at godlinefs ! Should we not 
think, if there were but one in an age, or that every 
particular Cbriftian were but once at fome folcmn 
time of his life, thus confirmed, that he could fay, then "j 
did he tap and fee the word, and found it furcly ve- 
rified on his foul, as fure as he knoweth that he 
Jives, at what a rate would he value and preferve fo . 
Angular a feal and confirmation of the truth, yea, | 
keep up the remembrance of fuch a fpccial time whjlft j 
ke lived ? But oh, muft it befaid, that this grave wit- 
nefs, this clear demonftration of the Scripture and j 
of the certainty of the words of truth, which we have 
by experience, doth lofe its weight, and the .incfiima- 
ble value thereof is to be left regarded, that it 1% the 
Chriftian's daily bread ? O what a reach hath this ar- 
gument i what great things are there held forth J I 
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think a ferious View of the fame, if it were brought 
near to us, might put us to queftion, whether we 
believe the fame, or not ? are we in a dream, or 
awake and fee them with our eyes, which this doth 
fo convincingly demonftrate ? whilft we can fo eaffy 
pafs them, with fo little weight thereof on our fpirit. 
Now to hold that forth, let us but bring near this ar- 
gument, and gravely confider the fame with refpedl 
to fome of thofe great truths, which, by this unan- 
fwerable demonftration of experience, are witnefled ; 
I mufl fay, fuch truths that we may wonder how 
men can fo eafily admit their being true, and in Co 
ordinary a way look thereon without wondering and 
aftonifhment, 

1. Doth not this argument of experience^ by a ve- 
ry clear demonftration, witnefs that great truth of a 
Godhead, whereon the whole fuperftru&ure of 
truth and godlinefs doth ftand ? yea, in another man- 
ner do's enforce on men the perfwafion of this by a 
more near and convincing difcovery, then the grea- 
teft works *f God, or thefe glorious appearances of 
his power and wifdom in the heavens, and earth 
do ! It is true, thefe bring him near to our eve and 
car ; but O this brings the blefted and invifible God 
nearer, into the heart and foul, that we may both 
tafte and fee, that furely He is, and is that which in 
the Scripturt he is declared to be. It is not the con- 
templation of nature, in its higheft flight, can anfwee 
fuch an afTault of the Bevit\ which may exercife the 
jnoft cftabliihed Chriftian about the being of God ; 
M there is a demonftration within, which goes fur- 
ther than the judgment,and paffeth natural underftand- 
jng; whence we feel, wc tafte, we enjoy, yea, 
£15 voice is heard in the foul, which we furety 
Know to be his, and this is the reach and import of 
Wis argument. There is indeed caufe to wonder at the 
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without fomc witnefs of a Deity, to ftarc them in the 
face j but oh, there is a more refined atheifm, that 
lies in the bofom of a prof ejfed affent to divine truth, 
and is not eafily difcerned, though not the lefs dread- 
ful that it goes under a cover, not only from the 
view of others, but even from a man's fc!f — I would 
here offer fome things, which do witnefs a /pedal 
advantage the godly man is at thereby to believe, 
and to be more throughly perfwaded of the glorious 
being of God. (1.) That he finds the believing of this 
is a very great thing, and not fo eafy to reach, as the 
world dofuppofe. For it is no fmaJl matter even to 
attain this : Oh, what ordinary thoughts have ma- 
ny about it, who think it eafy to pafs ah affent to this 
marvelous truth, becaufe they never confidered the 
grcatnefs thereof ; but it is 'fure, the more ferious 
and grave a Chriftian is, it will give him the more 
work, and we may find thefe ufuallyare more plung- 
ed and exercifed about this, than others.---(2.) It is a 
great advantage, when this is fo far men's for tens flu- 
dy % as to be upon an inquiry after a further e/iabli/h- 
ment in fo great a truth ; O what another fight 
of the invifible God ? What a fatisf) ing perfwafion 
of his bleiYed being might we have, if our foul were 
indeed herein ixercifed ; and knew but how little we 
know and have reached in this, that there is a nearer 
approach to God, which (hould (hew us, the faith of 
a Deity is fomething bmnd thofe former thoughts 
we have had thereof ! We lofe many lingular con- 
fi.mations about this, becaufe we do not in earncft 
look afier them.- (3.) They are at a fpecial advantage 
to whom believing of this truth (O Melted truth, 
that Gud is) is their exceeding joy, and amidlt their 
heavinefs can fay, the thought and meditation of him 
is fweet ; that when through a variety ot temptati- 
ons they are ready to faint,this rcftoreth their foul, yea, 
Will caufe it leap within for joy j and is their hnougn 
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when other encouragements are furtheft off, that God 
lives ! O what a thing is it in fuch a world, and in 
fomc deep perplexing plunge, to know that the Lord 
is God, whom he hath now for a rock and a Jhield % 
and in theclofcof time for his exceeding great re- 
ward ! Can we have ferious thoughts of this, and 
fo eafily turn our felves to other things without 
aftonifhment ! yea, is it not ftrange, there fhould be 
oft fo near and im media re a bordering betwixt our 
thoughts of the glorious God and the meaneft trifle. 
(4 ) It is no fmall advantage, where men can open 
the Bible and retire into it, under the fenfe and im- 
preflion of a Godhead, and that near correfpondencc he 
hath this way with his people ; on wbofe foul 
thefe words have aw and authority, Thus faith the 
Lord^ ; yea, have that rcpofe upon J?is tejlimony and 
promife, which the folid perfwafion of his being 
and faithfulncfs fhould caufe.---(5.) They have come 
a great length here, that in their ordinary walk are 
under fome weight and imprcflion of this that 
God is neat ; who knows their fitting down and rifing 
up ; from whofe fight they cannot fhift one thought ; 
yea,that on him they have fuch an abfolute dependence, 
that without him they can not draw their breath. 
0 where this is believed, muft it not caufe both fear 
and wondering i 

2. Is not this an argument,which by a fure and un- 
anfwerabledemonftration do's witnefs the truth and 
reality of grace that there is fuch a thine, and is no 
empty found, which doth raife man above the natural 
ftate of men, as far as reafon pats him above the ftate 
of the bead! It is truly ftrange, this (hould be believed, 
and yet is not more marvellous in our eyes, how we 
can be at fuch reft, whilft one of thefe two lies under 
debate, the reality of grace, or our being really intercf- 
ted therein. O is there not caufe of aftonifhment,that 
*uch a producl pf heaven fliguld be fgund in the earth, 

whofe 
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whofe defcent and original is fo dearly demonftrated 
by its breathing upwards after God, its native tendency 
and motion towards him, whence it came ? Surely 
grace is a great fubjeft to think on ; and that it is not 
fo in our eyes, it muft be either becaufe we do not be- 
lieve it, or do not con fid er what a change it makes 
cn the foul, which is no tranfient di (petition, but 
the fad of God that remains, Is not this fuch a thing 
as makes fpring in the winter, caufeth men to grow 
under their greateft weights, lifts the foul up from 
the clay, yea does by bringing it low in its own 
eyes, raife it nearer God ? This makes a man to have 
another appearance, on which the world is fore'd to 
Jook with fomeaftonifhment. One Chriftian doth ad- 
mire this in another ; and the more it mews it felf, 
it caufeth a more near approach betwixt their fouls. 
It will caufe fear in them who hate it, and hath a 
power even over its perfecuters. Now it is the truth 
and reality of this excellent thing, that this argument 
do's witnefs j yea fuch a witnefs that can admit no 
debate, where experience makes it fure : I confefs a 
ferious view and perfwafion of this might make the 
Chriftian** life a continued wonder: that there is fuch 
a thing, which by a marvellous furprifal.did prevent 
him when he was not aware, hath entrcd him into a 
new world, and tranJlated him from a ftate of dark- 
fiefs unto a marvellous light, caufeth the foul to breath 
in another air, brings him fo near that ftate of the an- 
gels, fubdues the will without violence, and fubjecls 
it with its own confenc ; yea, by foftrait a tie is link' c 
with an eternal glory and bleflednefs ! Surely this is 
one of the molt ftately pieces of the work of God, 
lhat exceeds the whole ft ru&ure of the univerfe, 0 
with what aftonifliment mould we look on this mar- 
vellous thing, if could confider the fwhole frame 
and ftru&ure of the grace of God in a Chriftian, and 
there make as it were a difledtion in its feveral parts 
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and proportions, its decay and languifhing, its dif- 
ferent changes and fizes, its vigorous actings and 
abatements ; how it breathes, is nourifhed, is kept 
green and preferved by a continued inttrcoutfe with 
the fountain of its being ! and lo, whilft we confider 
this great wonder, both in the whole and in its parts, 
we may fee how in thefe it do's moft -exactly anfwer 
that model we have thereof in the fcripture of God. 

3, This is a great argument, and Ihould be fo 
in our eyes, which do's not only witnefs the reality 
of grace in its acting and exercifc ( which in this for- 
mer feclion is fpecially pointed at } but do's unan- 
fwerably demonftrate a fpiritual life and being) 
which the Chriftian knows and is perfwaded there- 
of, as he is fure he breathes and hath a natural life ! 
O what a marvellous demonstration is this, wherein 
fenfe and feeling doth in as certain a way concur, 
as in any difcovery we have by our outward fenfes, 
that there is a new life and another beings (befides that 
we have by nature ) which anfwers to a new birth ; 
yea, another breathing and acting, that is alfo futed 
thereto ! but oh, can it be faid, we believe and know 
it is afluredly true, who have fuch common and pair- 
ing thoughts thereof, and do not confider what it 
is whereof we are fure That this is fo great a 

thing ; it may indeed caufe wonder, to think we are 
ffiftf, and that we have a rational being : but fra 
fpiritual life is another caufe for wondering, which 
• comes not by our birth, hath no natural caufes, yet 
a life that hath its proper operation^ and vital a&i 
put forth, as truly as thefe natural aftions of breathing 
and moving are put forth, by a living man j a life 
that hath in as fenfible a way c^uickning and refrefh- 
ing influences, as the earth or bodies of men know 
the influences of the heavens \ which hath a plca- 
furc and delight peculiar to its nature, that hath 

no 
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no affinity with things we enjoy by the fenfes, but is 
a pleafure do's far exceed the fame ! And is this a fmall 
matter to be peifwaded of? (i.) What a demonftra- 
tion is if, which doth witnefs even to our fence and 
feeling a pewer on the foul by the word, above the 
mod perfwafive words of man, and above all moral 
influences ; by which men are not only reached, but 
transform*d into the fame image ; whence the Chrifti- 
an knows, and knows afluredly, thofe great truths, 
the fealing, witneffmg, teachings comforting of the 
Spirit, &c. are no matter of words, or fome ftrange 
devifed names, but are undoubted realities acled and 
verified on the foul.— -(3.) If this demonftration of a 
fpiritual life be fure, have we not thus alfo an eter- 
nal life and being with God put beyond debate ? for, 
if we be certain of the one, O is not this undeniable, 
that this noble being of the new creature, this life 
that is here begun, muft have a more full growth, & be 
at the furtheft ftature of the man in Chrift ; when wc 
now fee it with our eyes in its infancy, and upon a 
growing advance towards the fame i For the one is 
furely as demonftrative of the other, as a young child 
which we fee in a growing tendency towards a man, 
doth (hew there is a man in his furtheft growth. (4.) 
If we afluredly know this Spiritual life, muft we not 
alf© admit the undoubted truth of fpiritual beings, 
and of an inviftble world, with which this life hath 
its correfpondence ; yea, thus as by a ft ream be led up 
to the triie fountain, to know an inviftble God ! 

4. How great an argument is this, which gives us 
fuch a demonftration, that heaven is not altogether de- 
ferred until we be there, but that fuch a thing is fure 
now, as the real prefence of the glorious God, and a 
near familiar approach of him to the foul, which is 
here as really felt and enjoyed, as we can be fure of 
any thing ? O how marvellous fliould this be to us ! 
I cannot doubt but the report hereof do's fometime 
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dazle the world with amazment, and puts the grolT- 
cft of men to ftrange thoughts. But oh, may not 
this make them queftion its reality, whether thofe that 
bear fuch a witnefs do truly feel and enjoy the 
fame, who by their way and appearance do fo little 
declare any deep imprejfion, that this hath on them ! 
I have fometimes thought it ftrange, how men are ta- 
ken even in a kind of tranfport with the difcovery of 
fome rare experiment and demonftration in nature, 
which could make that poor man cry outEUPEKA, 
as tho' therewith he had gained the whole earth ! but 
O here is another kind of demonftration, of a more 
tranfeendent value and intereft ! to know and be fure 
of this near approach and intercourfe betwixt God 
and the foul ; that even with men in the earth hi 
will verily dwell, and have fo real a converfe ; this 
do's indeed rife above Archimedes reach, and fuch 
who ever follow'd the fearch of nature in their moft 
exact and fubtile inquiry. O blefled fouls, who have 
found it ! for they have found a treafure ; the tho'ts 
whereof may make it a new thing every day, and 
make them confider this with a renewed wondering, 
to know, there is not only a claim and title to the 
inheritance above, but that the firjl fruits and earnefl 
thereof is got here \ that as furely as there is a real 
and immediate converfe betwixt men, they have found 
fuch a near immediate fellowfhip with God, that all 
the words of the world cannot exprefs ; fuch a meet- 
ing betwixt him and them, where their foul hath 
been drawn out with defire, where they have found a 
breaking up of the day with an aftonifhing bright* 
nefs, alter a moft cloudy and dark night ; O is not 
this a great thing ! Have they not caufe both for joy 
and wondering, who have fallen on fuch an experi- 
ment, that they can fay (and not from report) I do 
furely feel, I enjoy, I am perfwaded this is the 
Lord i and thus have come forth from him with fuch 
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a change on their foul, and empire of mind, that 
even by-ftanders might fee where they have hetn\ 
Now this is the Chriftian's witnefs, which all who 
arc ferious in the way of the Lord, can in fomemea- 
fure bear, that in a way no Ids fure & demonftrative 
than any thing here beneath can be J;nown, they have 
had fuch a difcovery : and now thefe ftrange Scrip* 
ture-truths, the meaning whereof once they could 
not know ( fuch as, to have their foul melting within at 
the voice of their beloved, to have his name as ointment 
poured forth, and be brought near to fee his face 
with joy) they know well that they are as truly veri- 
fied on the heart, as they are written before their 
eyes in the word.— I ftall but add, it is a very great 
thing thefe know, who know afluredly the real 
prefence of God here j for thus they are made fure 
that He is, as one may know the fun, when he feds 
its warming heat, and when he fees it with its own 
light : thus they are confirmed of the truth of the 
Scripture, whilft they fee and feel one of the moil 
marvellous things therein verified. 

5, This is an argument that do's clearly witnefs a 
truth and reality in Prayer ; which may be called 
one of the great wonders of Religion : That fuch a 
way is, wherein there is fo near fo immediate an ad- 
drefs to the Majcfty of God in all our concernments, 
js not this a very great thing ! that poor man, now 
upon the earth, hath fuch apalfage to heaven, & may 
fpeak up unto t him who inhabits eternity, the glorious 
objefl of the adoration of angels, without the inter- 
vening of any creature : yea, with fo fure a war- 
rant may approach the throne of God, and there 
pour out his foul, and prefent his requefts unto him 
who lives and fees ! O with what aftonifhment fhould 
weconfider this ! fuppofe at fome folemn times in 
our life this only might be attained, yea, that it 
were but in one part of the earth, Hiould we not 
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look on the whole earth befides as accurfed ; and 
reckon an abode there, were it a barren defert and 
wiMernefs, to be preferable to all other advantage^ ! 
It may truly be a queftion, whilft we are moft tn 
the pradice of this duty, if we believe the truth and 
'reality thereof : but it is beyond queftion, what 
Chriftians have moft ftnftbly found here, that they can 
fay, if they be fure they have a foul,they have been as 
fure, in this blefled way, they have had their foul re* 
ftored and returned again ; and under (om^ deliquium M 
that by wreftling they have at laft prevail' d \ yea, have 
got an anfwer from heaven, as if they had got it by 
an audible voice* Now is not this a great and marvel- 
lous demonftration ! 

But oh what common thoughts have we thereof ! 
and may not thefe things feem ftrange, if ferioufty 
confidered That we are not more refllefs,tolc 

furcly perfwaded, this is ztruth, when we are fo high- 
ly concerned therein j that we may have further 
confirmations about this, which we fliould look on 
as an ineftirnable treafure, both for our joy and efta- 
blimment.--(2.) It is ftrange, we can find it fo eafy 
a matter to pray and appear before God ; that we are 
not afraid, to be hafty in uttering a matter before him, 
whilft we confider God is in heaven, and we are but 
on the earth ! It is fure, if we intend the bringing of 
our foul with us in fuch a duty, it fhould be more our 
fludy to watch unto prayer, throughout our walk,--- 
(\.) It may feem ftrange, how e^ily we can Rep mi 
fim the world and the noife thereof, in before 
the Lord, without the leaft paufe or time interven- 
ing, which the impreflion of fo great a bufmefs 
fliould require \ yea, fo immediately, in our return, 
again ftcp into the world, as if we had wholly for- 
got where we have been.-- (4.) How ftrange is/*r- 
maliiy in fuch abufinels as prayer \ which is an addrefs 
to the living God y one of the moft folemn aflspf the 
foul i yea, we may call it the moft natural work of 
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a Chriftian, like the breathing of the child after the 
brcaft, Alas, it's fad, that this feems rather a piece of 
invention many times, than a matter .of earned with 
the Lord j not fo much the breathing of the foul in 
defire after him, as the expreflins what fliould be 
our defires. O to what a clafs can fuch a piece of A-* 
theifm be reduced, as appears in our formal approach- 
es to God i «- (5.) Should we look on prayer as a 
duty y and not conlider it as a fingular enjoymtnt alfo ; 
without which this earth would have a near appear- 
ance of hell % if we could not thus folace the foul in 
God, and pet a vent under its greateft preflures f O 
prayer \ What thoughts fliould we have of it, if 
the truth thereof were more believed ! I think, that 
man who is fure of the being and faithfulnefs of God y 
and of the reality of prayer , needs not be folicitous 
with what face the World look on him ; when thus 
his great intereft and encouragement is fecure, and a 
well is at his hand, that can anfwerall his complaints. 

6. Have we not this demonftration alfo by that -/A - 
gument 0/ experience, how near the blefled M^jcf- 
ty of God do's in the way of providence approach to 
his people, and is furely known by a- real correfpon- 
dence he hath with them in this way, in which he 
do's fo clearly verify his wird, holds forth light and 
counfel, and gives the return of prayer , fometimes 
with fuch remarkable circumftances, ascaufeth fear as 
well as joy, and will force that tcftimony, This isveri- 
ly the Lord \ It is true, that in the fmalleft things God 
is greatj and thus declares himfelf to be God : but 
there is a more folemn and near approach, by fome 
fpecial /feps of his providence : yea, by the red he 
doth fometimes fpeak, as with an audible voice, 
and with fuch a convoy of his power opens the ears 
cf men and feals their infirutlim^ as will force its 
pafiage down to the reins, and in the hidden part caufe 
them to underftand wifdom. There is fomctime alfo 

fo 
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fo wonderful a traft and fet us of providences, and 
thefe fo convincing that men cannot but fee fome- 
thing greater than man therein, whilft things have 
been°attended with fuch a furprifal m the very op* 
portune time & feafon, that their mercy, though great 
m it felf, hath not fo much taken them up, as the \ waj 
how it is brought about, and their difcovery of the 
immediate hand of God therein, and the truth of his 
ord and promife. 

7 . I mutt further add, O ! is not this a great Ar- 
ment, which perfwades the foul of thefe truths by 
fure a way as experience^ that thus we have an i«- 
>ard k finfible demonflration of the things of Gody that 
re as certainly witneffed, as thefe vifible Heavens and 
*rth are to our eyes, when they are moft fixed there- 
I ! 0 what is this, which the Chrtftian knows 
et knows fo little what he hath thereby ! This is in* 
deed a fight y which puts the thing feen beyond quef* 
tton or debates ; for \\\tfoul hath its feeling & tafte, as 
fure as the body ; and hath a favour & relifh of things 
fuitable to its own nature, whereby it can difcern a pe- 
culiar fwectnefs and fragrancy, in that which may 
feem bitter and grievous to the fiejh t It is by this fight 
which experience gives, that the Chri/Han\$ a witnefs 
btmfelf is therein per finally concern'd, do*s fee thefe 
great things with his own eyes y and not with the 
eyes of others ; the confoiations tf GW, which are 
not finally are no matter of report to him ; he knows 
how no mercy hath been more fweet and yelifhing, 
than that which hath had a hitter crofs going before : 
yea, never more fenfibly found his own burden^ 
than he had found it taken off j the laying on whereof 
was not fo grievous, as that relief and eafe hath been 
fweet upon its removal. 

Now to (hut up this Argument, I fliall but add the 
teftimony of two great and eminent Witnejfes to the 
truth i who after they had been helped to ferve their 

generation 
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generation by the will of God, and were dying, had 
a large account to give from their experienced the / 
truth and faithfulnefs of God in his word, & have left I 
a feal to the fame, worthy to be transmitted to pof- 
terity. The one is that great Servant of Chrift, 
Bez A i who in his younger years, after the Lord had 
touched his heart by the word, was one day in the 
Church of Charenton, exercifed with that Pfalm, f 
which then was expounded, and with fuch power \ 
was followed, that not only he found it marvellous- 
ly fweet to him at prefent, but was then helped to 
believe > yea to a great perfwafi&n of the Lord's 
making out all thefe promifes to him in his perfwa- 
fion, which 35 he after found verified, did at his ! 
death with much comfort witnefs the fame ; that 
as he had been then helped toclofe with that greattruth 
in Xhtfecond Verfe, in taking the Lord fori/rGod, 
and got a fure claim thereto, yea, that he mould be 
bis refuge and fortrefs, he had found him that moft 
remarkably in the after-changes of his life; that he 
had delivered htm from the fnare cf the fowler and 
the noifime peflilence 9 having been in frequent ha- 
zard by the lying in wait of many to enfnare him, ] 
and fometimes was in great hazard from the peftil- 
ence in thofe places where he was called to refide ; 
yea amidft the civil wars, which were then fo hot in 1 
France, had moft convincing deliverances from many 
imminent hazards, when he was called to be prefent F 
fometimes with the ProteHant Princes upon the fields, 
where thoufands did fall about him ; and thus whilft 
near his death, he found that Pfalm fo obfervably 
verified, whereon he was eaufed 'to hope, that he 
went through all thefe promifes, declaring the com- 
fortable accompliffiment thereof, and how he had 
found the- Lord's giving bis Angels charge wer him, ^ 
had oft anfwered him when he had called on him, 
tad been with him in trouble, delivered him \ yea, 
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tad faiufied him with a long life. And now, fays he, I 
have no more to wait for, but the fulfilling of that 
hfl word of the Pfalm , to Jhew him his falvation, for 
which in confidence he longed. This, though not 
writ by thefe who have given an account of his 
life in our language ; yet 1 had the fame from thofe 
010ft worthy of credit, who not only from fome of 
the greateft French Proteflants had it, when they 
were in France, as a known and fure paflage, but 
told me they read the fame there in a printed relati- 
on in that language, about his life and death. 

The 2d. tettimony juihall here offer is from a grave 
in eminent minifter of Chrift in our own Church 
within thefe few years, Mr. George Gillespie ; 
who near his death did declare to thofe who were by, 
what a large proof he had, and allured perfwaiion 
of the truth of the Scripture from experience ; that 
he knew fo well what adventuring on the word was* 
and what it was to live on divine afliftance, and be 
thus in all his concernments carried through, fhat he 
could not defirc, were he to Jive in the world, a 
more defirable and fatisfying life, than that of a 
continued reliance and depending on the Lord : and 
truly amongft many notable experiments that man 
of God had thereof, this was one very convincing, 
how in a ftrange land, whither he was called on the 
fervice of the Church, and in a grave aflembly of ma- 
ny of the greateft divines in that age, when one day he 
was furprifed with an unexpected rencounter of a learn- 
ed Man Mr, Selden, who came on defign, with feme 
others of that party upon the Eraftian mtereft, to 
debate for it* by the ftrongeft arguments which they 
had then premeditated for its defence; whilft none aj 
l^atcd in that great aflembly to give a return, though 
there were many Angularly learned and able, he did on 
an immediate reliance on God adventure (left the 
adversary fl^id u fa advantage thereat ) and gave 
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a fliort account of thofc arguments adduced, wherett 
the ftrength of his difcourfe did moft lie, with To clear 
and fatisfying ananfwer as aftonifhed all ; yea, did fi- 
lence the adverfary, with a marvellous convi&ion, ' 
Now this was the more convincing, that having a little 
paper-book in his hand, in which he was before ob- 
ferved to write down fomething, he was by fome af- 
ter prcfled to let them fee his notes, fuppofing the 
heads of his following difcourfe were in it, but found 
only in fome Pages thefe words feveral times writ 
down^-Light, 0 Lord, and ajji fiance foul being 
then carried upward for the fame. Thus did that blcf- 
fed man give in his witnefs to the truth, when he was 
dying, from the fure experience he had thereof, 
through his life; and with much aflurance of the fal- 
vation of God, died. Which, I muft 6f f is a remark, 
that in many inftarices might be obvious ; how great 
peace and an abundant entrance^ thofe have found in 
the clofeof the day, who have been helped to moft 
faithfulnefs in the publick interefls of Chrift and his 
Church, and to the moft fevere adherence to their 
light, about the duties of the time ; which I knew 
in another worthy MinUter of Chrift, not many 
years fince, who by fome of his laft words did wit* 
nefs an unexpreflible joy he found in this, that the 
Lord had kept him in a time of many trials, from 
giving his Ark a wrong touch ; which he then de- 
dared to ftanders-by, when he was on the very thrt* I 
\ fliold betwixt this and another World, ( 5 ) 
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The SECOND ARGUMENT, 

Our SECOND Argument^ to demorftrate the etecom* 
plifoment of theScripture* isthis* that not only Chrifli- 
an experience but the obfervation of the Church and 

■ people of God) doth in all ages bear witnefs thereto* 
how the Lord's way in thefe providence s both of mercy 
and judgment^ about the Churchy amid/1 the various 
changes of her condhion^yeay tn the mofi flrange things 
which fall out in the worlds doth convincingly anfwr 
the word* and verify the fame, 

TT is indeed undeniable that the Scripture of God, 
**as it is written to theperfonal cafe of his people, and 
doth in their experience take place ; fo is there a part 
of it in a peculiar way directed to the Churchy the 
fulfilling whereof in the providences and events of 
the time fhould be the fubjeft of our *bfervaiion % and 
would fmgularly help to confirm our faith of the truth 
thereof, 

• Forprofecuting this argument I would touch it a ^ 
little in thefe three branches* 

i. How thefe general promifes which belong to the 
Church univerfaJ, and concern her in all ages, have 
an accomplishment, 

! 2. How thefe thnatnings alfo of the word, which 
do not only concern the Church, but have a refpe£t 
to her adverfaries, arc certainly fulfilled, and take 
place in mcn'i obfervation, who do obferve the judg- 
ments of their time, 

3. How the Sctipture of God doth clearly fhine 
upon the darkeft footjhps of Providence^ even thefe 
which would feem moll ftraiige and hard to under- 
Hand, fo that it may be dermmftrate nothing falleth 
out in the world, or befalleth the dints, but what \% 
cwft cgnfonant to the Scripture, 

FIRST 
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FIRST BRANCH. As to the firft. branch j 

of this argument, I fhaJlbut inftance five general pro- ' 

mifes which we find held forth in the word con- tf 

cerning the Church ; and endeavour to fhew how I 
very clear and obvious the accomplifhment of them 
is, if men do not willingly (hut their own eyes. 

FIRST Promife, wherein we find the Scripture 
exprefs, is the prtfervation of the Church : that he will V 
he wtth her to the end of the Worlds and though he i] 
make an end of other nations, yet, will he not make 
an utter end of her 3 but while the ordinances of the 
fun, and the moon do lad, and as the days of 
heaven, fo /hall her days he prolonged ; againfl her 
the gates of hell [hall not prevail. Jer. 30. II, Math* 
16. 18. Now that God hath truly verified j 
this hlspomife, and is as good as his word, is a truth, | 
though marvellous, yet, fo very clear, and mantfeft, 
that f am fure no atheift can deny, it may be fo cafily 
demonftrated. 

Fir ft, that the Church doth continue, and is kept 
aliv" to this day, it doth certainly prove the truth of 
his promife. For it can be faid of her, and none can ! 
fay it is a lye, fhe hath outlived all her oppofers, the I 
grcateftof whom have found their grave in the quar- { 
re*, over whofe tomb that laft confeffion of & great ad-' f " 
verfary, jfulian, may be written, vlcifli tandem, Galtlcsel , | 
Hath not this deadly and irreconcilable feed been 
perpetuated from fathers to children ! but who hath I 
profpered in that enterprife ! {he archers have oft (hot, 
and wodnded her fore, but her bow doth abide in | 
ftrengtb, as at this day, this is her mrtto, Perfecuted, 1 
hut not forfahn f call down^ fat not difcouragtd 9 She 
who haih brought many children, ytt ceafeth not fo : 
be^r, whofe age hath not marred her beauty, hzr 
eyes are not dim, nor her ftrcngth hike} ; 3 fight which 
fliay caufeusnolcfs to and gonfder this great 
! J *m > * / wvnder 
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wonder^ then Mofes did, at that which was but the 
fliadow and emblem thereof, a hujh burning, and 
not confumed. For, behold, a Church kept alive, yet, 
ftill in the flames! and when to appearance confumed, 
it doth arife more glorious out of her own afhes ! This 
is indeed the only Phanix y and we know no other, of 
whom that can be faid, Hath ftie not born out thofc 
univerfal deluges, which did like an inundation go 
over her head, of idolatry and paganifm in the firft 
times, and Antichriftianifm with Arianifm in the af- 
ter-ages; yetnotfwallowedup ! Which may be not 
Iefc marvellous, than when flie was kept above the 
waters, in the ark ; and though her enemies have oft 
fimg her funeral fong, and rejoyced over the dead bo- 
dtes of her witnejfes, yet, they have rifen again ; her 
dry bones have taken life, and come together ; and behold 
Ihe is alive at this day. 

2. Not only the Churches prefcrvatlon, but the 
continued feries znd fuceeffton thereof unto this time, 
dothwitnefs the fulfilling of this promife : that in the 
darken; times of her condition, fte hath not alto- 
gether difappeared, even, when fhe was fo long hid 
m the wildernefs, but ftill in every age had fomc 
mtnejfes ; and though the Church hath oft cried out 
for the want of Children,^ been heard weeping 
bemoaning her felf becaufc they were not, yet, we 
may fay Qie never wanted an off-fpring to this day ; 
the did never die without an heir, and feed of her 
own,to™> up her name, even fin ce the Covenant 
was firft made with her in Adam's family. And 
hough particular Churches.have their fet times, which 
Jiw the fun, have the ufaal periods, their height and 
flounining, and afterwards a gradual decay, making 
way to the departure of light ; yet, this made never 
*o.d the proimfc of God to the Church mwtrfaL 

ST 1 1™ nevcr put out > na /> n°t while 
Ihe days of heaven do laft. 

G 2. Wc 
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2. We muft alfo fay that the continuance and pre- 
fervation of the Church is peculiar to her alone ; and 
can be faid of no other intereft and party beneath the 
fun. For it is clear, that there was no Kingdom or 
Empire fo firmly rooted, no fociety fo well governed 
by Laws, backed with power, which hath had the 
bed title and claim, but Time at lad did prevail 
over it, and made the fame a trophe of her con- 
queft ; yea, the greateft Monarchies, and flourifhing 
Gties have at laft yielded, fo as of them it may be 
{M,N*nc feges eft ubi Troia fuiu But time cannot to 
this day boaft of a triumph over the Church of God : 
though no nation, no family in the earth could ever 
plead antiquity with her. This is that intereft, which 
hath born out all thofe great revolutions, that fo oft 
changed the very face of the world ; yea, hath outlived 
fo many Kingdoms and fucceffions thereof. 

4. It doth convincingly demonftrate the truth of 
this promife of the Church's prefervation, that the 
World, yea, greateft Atheifts may fee, this hath 
not come to pafs at an adventure \ nay, not in an 
ordinary way of providence, but by a divine power 
moft difcernable therein : while it is fo clear, ( 1. ) 
That no intereft, or party had ever fuch adverfaries, as i 
the Church, againft whom the powers of World, and 
the powers of darknefshave always been on foot.— 
( 2. )That outward advantages have ufually been on her 
adversaries fide, not only the great men of the earth, 
but tnefe of greateft parts, and ablities.(3.) That their u 
will was never wanting to their power, and their de- I 
fi^n nolefsthanto raze her to the foundation.--- ( 4. ) ; 
1 hat this enmity hath been rooted, and irreconcilable t J 
which time to this day could never take up ( 5. ) That i 
no other intereft did ever endure fuch violent aflaults, fo | 
many Jimp batteries : for it is obfcrvable, that moft » 
of the wars and commotions of every age have 
been fome way ftated on the Church's account i and » 



of the Scripture. 123 

whatever private quarrels men have had among them- 
felves, yet it hath not hindred the purfuit of their 
malice againft the woman and her fced.—( 6. ) That 
fuch who have come out of her bowels, even the 
men of her own houfe, have oft been her greateft ene* 
mies, and lain in wait to take her at an advantage in 
the day of her halting.— ( 7.) That her real friends 
have oft fainted in a time of her ftrait, and flood afar 
off ; yea, almoft none of the Children, which fhe had 
brought forth, have been then found to take her by the 
hand. — ( 8.) That the depths of Satan,\n her enemies, 
as an angel of light, have fomctimes given her a fore 
afTault ; fo that if it had been pojftble, and ordinary 
Means could have reacht their end, they (hould have 
deceived the very elecJ.—( 9. ) I muft add this further 
witnefs to the marvellous prefervation of the Churchy 
which in an ordinary way could not come to pafs, 
that we find no other party was ever brought fo low 
and near death, and be yet alive. The knife was once 
at theChurch's throat in Ifaac ; fhe did feek to adopt 
a bond-woman's fon, inftead of a lawful heir, when 
• Abraham agreed to Sarah's overture for the outma- 
king of the promife \ how nearexfpiring do we find 
her in Egypt, when a fentence to deftroy all her male 
iflue was gone forth ? Yea, what but a miracle could 
have preferved her, when fhe was betwixt Pharaoh 
and the red fea ? How low was the Church in the 
ivildernefs, and after in the days of the captivity, even 
broken to pieces with fmall appearance of life, when 
her face was all blured with weeping, and her ene- 
mies made fport over her ruins at the rivers of Baby-' 
Ion, when the Children of Edom cryed out, /// us 
raze her even to the foundation ? Yea, could the 
Church be nearer the grave, than when her Uncs 
Were fcattered at the graves mouth ; but above a!! 
«n that dark night, when her bead and Jhepherd was 
fmittcn^ and her hope feemed to be buried in the grave 
QM&fe with 
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with a flonc put upon it; wfre'n fte could get no enter- 
tainment among the jews, was wounded in the 
boufe of her friends, and the Gentiles in wrath rofe 
tip againft her j that for fome hundred years the great 
Empire, which had trod down all the nations about % 
put forth the utrnoft of power and malice for her 
undoing ! O who could have thought the Church 
fliould outlive this i Yea, after all we find her toft 
and hurried by Antichrift into the wildernefs, an ad- 
verfarymore cruel than any that had gone before, 
where the Dragon watcht to get herdeftroyed : but 
how in all thefe, and through that long dark night, flic 
hath continued, and marvelloufly flwrijhed, as the 
palm- tret) under greateft weights ; fo that we cannot 
but fee that which her enemies ( being judges ) will 
not deny, that this promife to the Church, of her 
prefrrvation, is this day fulfilled ; yea, that it hath 
not in an ordinary way been brought about. Surely 
there is m inchantment againft Jacob, nor divination 
againft Ifrael ; all her enemies have been found liars \ 
happy art thou above other People ; for the eternal 
God is they refuge, and underneath are ever la fling 
arms f Elfe long fincc flie mould have been fwal- 
lowed up ; may wc not ftill fay with aftonifhmcnr, 
0 what hath God wrought , in her behalf j 

SECOND promife, which I {hall here inftance, 
that God had made to his Church in the Word, Of 
her Increafe and Enlargement^: that the Earth Jhould be 
covered with the knoivledge of God, as the fea of 
water ; and her feed be as the ftars of Heaven ; that 
her bounds Jhould be from the fea to the utmsfl ri- 
vers 1 which was promifed to Chrift in the behalf 
of his Church, and that fie Jhculd pojpfs the gates of 
iur enemies.— Pfai 89. 25* PfaU 2, 8, Ifa, 42. 4. 
l&> 5*. 3- 
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As this promife is cxprefs in the Scripture, we 
mull fay it is no lefs clear and evident in its accom- 
ptifhment ; that furely the Lord hath kept his Word, 
whereto the event dofh moft exactly anfwer ; and 
though yet it be not to the full made out, I am fure 
there is fo much at this day manifeft, confidering 
the former condition of the Church, as undeniably 
proveth the fulfilling of the forementioned promife, 
which even to the conviction of greateft Atheiftsrnay 
be demonftrated from the fe grounds. 

r. That vafl extent which the Kingdom of Chrift 
hath had in the World. For this cannot be denied, 
that the greateft Empire or Monarchy could never 
fo tar exsend their conq;eft 7 as the Church hath done, 
fince the wall of partition was taken down j fhort are 
the limits of the Grecian, and Riman Empire; con- 
fidcred with this, whofe bounds have ( been the ends 
and utter mtft parts of the Earth, where neithef 
Greece or Rime did ever fet up their Trophees. 
Hath not the GofpeJ, as the fun made its circuit from 
the Eafl to the Wtft ? yea, crofTd the feas, to the 
duknirthern nations, rhus fulfilling its courfe f in 
order to its turn again, to the place of its firfl lifmg ; 
that i: may, as we arc fure it fhall once, vifit the 
^faus 'again, and xhz call em places of the World, that 
notv are buried in a night of darknefc ; which, I think, 
will be as fure a prefage oUhe break of day, and ft- 
tond ciming of the Lord, as the morning-Star is to 
W Wprld of the Sun's accompliftiing its courfos and 
that it is returning again to the Eaft where it fhnuld 
rife. Hath not the Gofpel now been through Afsa^ 
Affhere it did not tarry for anight ; for many fiuuriih- 
ing Churches were there, and the going back of the 
t>'Je from thence was its flowing to another part of 
the Wo;^ ; which is indeed obfervable of theChurch 
a* it is of the fea, that what it hath loft in one parr, 
it hath gained in another. Did thevaft diftauceof Jf 
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rka % its great barren deferts, or fcorching heat, hin- 
der the Gofpel'i making a vifit thither ! No, it was 
once a fertil foyle, and brought forth many famous 
lights ; yea, fomething yet doth both there and in 
the Eaft parts of the World remain, to fliew the 
Gofpel was truly in thefe places. And hath Europe, 
though laft, been leaft on this account ? Yea, what 
do mean the late difcoveries of unknown parts of the 
Earth, but to make way for a more full performance 
of this promife, that the Gofpel might ftretch its con- 
quer! over the line ? which furely was the gold and 
treafureChrift defign'dfrom thence, that zvzii America 
might have her day alfo, and the voict of the turtle 
he heard in thofe lands. 

2. Not only the large extent of the Church a* to 
its bounds, doth witnefs this, but alfo the great and 
numerous off-fpring of Sons and Daughters, which in 
thofc parts where the Gofpel bath been, were brought 
f jrth to Chrift. For we may fay, what John faw in 
vifion, hath been very manifeft to after-ages, an innu- 
merable company , of all Tongues, Nations and Langua- 
ge;, of whom it could be faid, Thefe are km in Zhn ! 
0 how great a harveft of the Nations is even already 
gathered ? What a fleece hath every particular 
Church caft ? What a marvellous increafe hath been 
in Tome places, after fpecial tydes of the Gofpel ? 
May we not fay,that truth is now beyond debate,:^/ 
out of one^ and him not only as gocd as dead, but 
truly dead, there hath com t forth as the fand of \\e 
fea, and Stars of Heaven, in number I the Church hath 
inherited J^^'jWeffing^of the womb,and the breafls^ 
in a fruitful off-fpring. The dew of Chrift's youth hath' 
been as tfayitmb of the morning* O what a marvel- 
lous and gc ,dJy company will this once be, when ga- 
thered together ! Then will the performance of thefe 
precious promifes be fully manifefted. fH, 

3. This truth may be demonfhated not only from 

the 
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the real conqueft of the Gofpel, and thofe excel- 
lent trophies of her viftory over many noted enemies^ 
who have after btznveffels of honour , but alfo from 
the feigned fubjetlion, that fo many have been made 
to render. Is it not ftrange, what a multitude do in 
thefe times profefs the truth, and yet hate it ; 
and were never drawn with the cords of love ? How 
very many have courted the name of a Chriftian, and 
wooed the fliadow of religion, who never knew the 
truth thereof ? which certainly is a convincing evi- 
dence of the GofpePs conqueft, that fo many knets 
fbouldhwts the name of J*fus> whofe hearts weie 
never bowed, or really fubdued to him. 

4. It is an unanfwerablc proof of this truth, that we 
fee, the Church's increafe and enlargement hath come 
to pafs moft punctually after that manner, yea, with 
all the circumftances, as mas foretold andpromifed : fa 
that the event doth in every thing anfwer the word. 
For (FirftJ it is there held out, that from a day of [mall 
tbings,which men would be ready todifpife, it mould 
gmw up as a Under plants and fpread forth its bran- 
ehet over the nations ; that the children of the def- 
late fhould be more than of the married Wift % and the 
%hry of the fecond Temple, exceed that of thefirll : and 
O ! hath it not accordingly come to pafs.—( a. ) This 
great increafe and enlargement of the church was to 
fall out in the days of the new Teftament ; when, 
Chrili Jbwtd be lifted up, that then he fhould draw 
all men after him, For thofe promifes we have thereof 
in the old teftament, do clearly point at the times of 
the Gofpel : and doth not the event here accordingly 
anfwer Ufa.) The Scripture holdeth out that the fal- 
ling away of the Javs fhould be the riches of the 
Gentiles, and that their rejection would make way for 
the fulfilling of this promife, even the ingathering of 
of the nations : and do not men fee the event, with 
this very circumftance ? 

G 4 4l Wc 
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4. We find the ljlts % and utmoff parts of tht 1 
gartb s are given to Chriji for his inheritance 1 and fore- 
told as a fpecial part of the Church's increafe. And 

do we not clearly fee, there is no place of the world, 
where Chrift's Kingdom is more vifibie, where more 
children have been begot to him by the gofpel, we I 
may fay, than in thefe northern places, even in thefe « 1 
ifles of Britain^ and Ireland^ which are almoft j 
the uttermoft parts of the earth r there being but S 
little from that,, and nearer the pole, which is inha* j 
bited, yea we may judge hath been that Thule y where- 
of the Ancients did fb much fpeak.-—(5.)Was it not II 
alfo foretold that the Church Ihould pejpfs the gates j 
her enemies^ at whofe great increafe the world I 
ihould wonder ; the princes thereof fee, and <be i 
troubled, while God is known in her palaces^ for a re* « 
fug: ? And doth not the event wltnefs this, that over 
all the counfels and e flays, which the world hath 11 
lud, to hinder the church's growth, her rifing hath 
always been upon the ruins of her greateft enemies; ) 
yea, thofe who have been a terror in the land of the \ 
livings did oft fall, fef break them j elves , in that attempt ! 
Can men deny the marvellous progrefs of the Church, I 
how from a fmall beginning fhe at laft poiTdied the fei 
gaies of both* the eaft, & weftern Empire, her old ene* J 
mies ; & do we not this day feehcr conqu eft-advancing S 
on the ruins of Antichrift^ her lift, and greateft ad* 
, verfary f J^HB^ Jf ■ 

5. As the fulfil!ingof this promife about the church's j '.' 
increafe is undeniable, fince men cannot contra- 1/ 
did their fcr.fe therein, we muft a!fo fay,f/>;j is a thing I 
great and marvellous^ which no lefs than fome di- * 
vine and extraordinary power criuld bring about ; if \ 
we confider thefe thin.**: (firft) that quick difpatch, | 
which the churches growth, under the days of the | 
new Teftament, hath made. O might not the pagan 
World wonder, how in the fpacc of two or three hun- 
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dred years it was almoft became whclly Chriflian ? 
O ft range ! a DiotUfian and Maximus, to grievoufly 
perfecting, and trampltng on the very name of Chri- 
ftianity, and yet near that fame age, thisgreat Roman 
Empire and Emperour fubmJtting to the Gofptl, 

which was fulfilled in the days of Conflantine ! - 

(2j How aftonifhing was it, for the Church'* rife and 
increafe to be brought about upon the ruin and 
downfall of the idols of the nations who had their 
temples, and wtre worjhipped as God ; that the 
world ihould be made ro renounce its Bible, and that 
religion which for fo many ages was deeply rooted 
by tradition from their fathers j thofe altars^ whiph 
were had in fuch reverence, demoltfhed, and their 
temples made a ruinous heap ; yea, that very name of 
their God's ihould be thus obliterated, was no* this in- 
deed very wonderful ? But Dagon hath no ftrength 
to ft and before the art of the God of Ifrael (3.) That 
it fhould be thus advanced by fuch means, as the preach- 
ing of the word, even of that which to the Jtvis 
w*s a Jiumbting Hock, and to the Greeks fodijhnefs I 
how this voice ftould put to perpetual filence - thofe 
Oracles, that for fo many ages had given a refponfe 
to the world, might be indeed aftoniGiing ; yea, that 
the Churches increafe ftioukl thus be brought about, 
at no lefs rate, than the overturning of greatefl King- 
doms, the converfion of fo many nations j fliould 
tame and civilize the rooft J .f; and barba- 
rous, caufe the lion to lie aoivnu..- tfofomh, and 
even make fo great and univerfal A change rx. |be face 
of the univerfe.--( 4 .) Doth it not fpeak forth feme di- 
vine power, the carrying oji of the Church's growth 
and increafe, not only over the violence of men, but 
over all thofe dreadful errors afci kventhns, thofe 
thick mills which both in former and later times, 
J>ave afcended out of the pit, to cho&hej i that we may 
lay, the Church hath not only been ftc^ed to tread up- 
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§n the Hott) 4nd dragon^ but on the udder and codatrkt 
ajfo j and doth carry the trophies of her conqueft over 
all thefe at this day !— (5.) I would add, is it not mar- 
vellous, how the Church's increafe hath been advanced 
in a way moft contrary to all the rules of ordinary po- 
licy, by which States and Empires have rifen j net 
iy difftmulation y but greateft plainnefs and free deal- 
ing for Chrift, and his Minifters did never flatter the 
world to embrace the truth ; not hy open vkhnit t 
but a more excellent fpirit and 'power, before which 
men could not ftand ? whttzfoolijhneft was made to 
confound and outwit humane tvifdom^ and weak* 
nefs to overcome Jlrtngth : that we may fay, 0 
how little of man, and how much of God was to be 
fecit therein I 

THIRD Prmlfci which the Lord hath given to 
his Church in the word, is the giving of the Spirit and 
pouring cut of the fame ; which is there exprefly held 
forth, and promifed, Zacb t 12. 10. Job. 14. 17. 
Ifa, 59. 2 r. And doth concern all times of the Church, 
though in a more full meafure, to be let out in the 
days of the GofptU 

It is true, the Chrtftians inward experience can beft 
witnefs this ; for thefe have an argument from with- 
in ; they know y and are fure they have received 
the Spirit by the word, whereby they underfland 
thofe things which are fpiritually difcerned* But that 
which here is intended, it is to {hew, that the Spi- 
rit is truly given forth to the Church according to the 
prsmife. That it doth accompany the truth and 
doftrme of Chrift, and purity of the ordinances, is 
a thing, which fiom clear undeniable evidences may 
be demonftrated, to the conviction of the greateft A- 
thcifh For I muft think, even by Zanders, fuch who 
never knew any favmg work of the Spirit, but live in 
thefe pans where the ordinances are difpenfed with 

jnrity 
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purity and power, if they lhut not their eyes, may 
oft clearly fee fometbing going forth with the word, 

j that is beyond words, a divine Spirit and powtr y 
which fendeth forth its favour in the daily admtnt- 
ftration of the Gofpel 5 yea, by its tffi&s 9 and fome 
convincing difcovery thereof, doth force this truth 
in upon men's confeiences, who arc otherways ftran- 

& gers thereto. 

Now to hold forth the accomplishment of fo great 
a promife, that God^ is faithful and true therein, I 
would give in thefe clear and convincing witnefles 
to the fame, 

i, Thofe excellently?; and endowments given to, 
the Church, are they notavifible proof of this truth ? 
For it is undeniable, where once the Gofpel cometh, 

( that inftruments are raifed with another fpirit ; rea- 
pers fern forth, while there is a harvefi to be gathe- 
red, and lhaped for their work ; yea, thofe who were 
of mean and ordinary parts, when called forth to the 
ferviceof the Church, will have another luftre 5 that 
it may be oft feen with aftonifhment, how far not 
only they exceed themfelves, but thofe who were of 

( more eminent natural endowments, I would but feri- 

1 oufly aflc men who never laid this truth to heart, 
Whence is that variety of Gifts, fo futably difpenfed 
to the various employments, and different pieces of 
fcrvice, the Church doth call for ? How are they 
thus futed to the feveral times \ yea, to the very ge- 
nius and temper of fuch a time ? Whence is it, that 
every gift and qualification is fo fitted and difpofed 

, for its proper ufe ; fome moft peculiarly lhaped out to 
awake and threaten ( thofe Boanerges ) wbile others 
are fet forth with a fpirit eminently fitted to comfort; 
fome mighty in perfwafion, yet not fo fit to expound 5 
others moft dexterous to inftruft, yet not fo pow- 
erful to apply 5 feme having the gifts of tonguts, and 
others the topgue of the learned to fpeaka yvwd in fca- 

Icn 
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fon to the weary ; to fome the face of a lion is given, 
when a heroick fpirit of courage and refolution is | 
called for,and to others the face of a calf, for patient en- 
during infufFering time ! Surely it were a choice me- 
dication, to think how with as great wonder we may 
fay of this excellent body of the Church, as of the 
natural body of man, how eurioufly, yea, marvel* 
loud J is it framed j where every part doth anfwer an- J 
other, and totheufeof the whole, each hath its pe- If 
culiar excellency, and fomething proper to every 4 
one's gift may be then feen, as well as in the face of I 
man, by which in fome things they differ from all o- 
( ther. 

2. Thefe more eminent extraordinary out pourfagt 
tf the Spirit do alfo witnefs this truth ; which at fome 
fpecial times, when the Churches neceffrty requircth j 
jr,have been moft difcernable. When theLord fendeth 
forth his fervants about a more then ordinary piece 
of work, either to do, or fuffer j when he is to 
plant the Church in fome place, where the Gofpel 
will meet with much oppofuion ; is it not then ma- j 
nifeft, how fome more then ordinary power and irre* j 
fiftible efficacy doth accompany the truth, before j 
which there is no ftanding ? Thedifputer is then,in his 
leafoning, confounded by fomething above reafon j [ 
the untoward and rude are forced to ftoop before 1 
the word, and to confefs they have to do, with po- 
wer, and not with words ; yea, thofe whom the 
Lord maketh ufe of, who were feeble and weak as j 
others, in that day are made as a brazen wall, £nd j 
a fenced city, 

3. Is it not alfo uhdenyable, that now under the 
New Teftament there are Miniflers of the Spirited > 
not of a dead letter,, and empty found ? That with the 
word there goes along a mini ft rat ion of power and 
life ; whence a Majeity and authority attend- 
r*g the public ordinances is oft fo difcernable, that 

em 
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even thofe who know not what the Spirit is, are made 
to fee fomething therein which dothdazle them with 
aftonimment. Whence is it that at fome times fuch a 
beauty and power Ihine forth with ordinances, like 
a glance of the glory of God, even going before 
men's eyes, which for the prefent hath made a won- 
derful change upon fome very grofs men, and put 
them in an other temper, yea, forced them with 
fear to acknowledge, that furely Gad it near in the af- 
fembliei of his people ? And I would aflc, whence is it 
the word giveih law to men's conferences? that k mould 
fpeak with fucfa an authority, as maketh them all to 
flwer,that even the worft of men are fome times made 
to ftand before the miniftry of the word, like ^ men 
ftanding at the barr, upon life and death, before ajudge 
whofe authority they durii not decline ! 

4. It is very difcernable, what a gnat difference and 
another appearance, thtxt is both on Minifters, and 
Chriftianstf/ one time, from what. they are at ano~ 
ther, in the difcharge ofduty, as if thefe were not 
the fame perfons ; which appeareth not only in the 
enlargement, and ftraitning of their gift, but alfo 
in power and life. Is it not feen, with what li- 
berty thefe do fome times ^r*y,and are as aShip with a 
full gale before the windPThat it is then eafy to preachy 
when at other times there is like a fliut door, that 
even hearers may perceive a fenfible ianguifhing, and 
them hampered in their very expreflions, yea, as men 
rowing againft a contrary wind ; the word wanting 
*tbat favour and rellifli it hath had at other times j and 
this not through a natural indifpofition, or want 
of preparation, but that which all who ever ferved 
God in the fpirit muft confefs, hath moft fenfibly 
attended them when they have thought themfelvesat 
the greateft advantage, for going about duty: O 
who can deny this evidence of the fpirit, a thing in 
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all ages fo fenfibly felt, yea, even obvious to the worft 
of men ! 

5, It is a]fo clear, that where ever the Lord hath 
had a Church, at fome fpecial turns of her condition 
there have ufually been fome more fdmn thus of the 

I fpirit, and high fpring-tides of the gofpeh There was 
indeed a marvellous flowing forth of the fpirit of God 
after Chrift's afccnfion, which like a mighty current 
did carry all before it ; at which time more fuccefs 
did follow one fermon, than hath been by the mi- 
niftry of many others in an age ; this made the world 
wonder, as if fome univerfal enchantment had fallen 
on men 5 what that could be, which the more they 
fought to hear down, the more it increafed, that 
made the rich choofe poverty, and thofe who dwelt 
in palaces betake themfelves with chearfulnefs to the 
dens and cave? of the earth. But befides this, it is very 
manifeft, that in a large meafure the Spirit hath been 
let forth to the Church in after- ages ; yea, there is 
no particular Church where the light hath dined, but 

! hath had it's fpecial times, fome folemn day of the 
I 1 pouring out of the fpirit, before the fun went down ; 
which may be obferved either at the firft breaking out 
of the Gofpel, or at fome other remarkable time and 

1 change of her condition ; whence a great Flight of 

t fouls to Chrift hath followed ; befides the reaching of 
the confeience and fiirring the affection of many 0- 
thers under a common work of the fpirit, which 

! ufually goeth along with folemn times, 

6, The going back of the tide, and vifsbli with- 
drawing of the Spirit frcm particular churches^ where 
it hath fometimes in a large meafure been Jet forth, 

; is 3 very convincing witnefs to the truth of this pro- 
J rnife. For it is clearly feen, at what a ftand the Gofpel 
is in thofe places were it moft eminently lhincd j that 
the land which blofibmed 3 and was like a watred gar- 

4m 
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den, hath been made as the heath in the wildcrnels ; 
and then that the minifters of Chrift, whole lot hath 
fallen in fuch a time, are put to very fore work, to 
work (as it were) with oars for want of wind, to 
caft out the net all night, and catch nothing ;*a fhut 
door is upon them in the exerrife of their Mimftry ; 
duty is made burdenfome, becaufe the Lord is againit 
them, there is an evident r eft raint upon the word, and 
its imercourfe is more with the ear, than with the 
confeiences of men : yea, any liberty they find is to 
execute a commiflion of Judgment, and to denounce 
the wo of the Gofpel. O, doth not fo manifeft with- 
drawing of the Spirit witnefi the out-pouring thereof, 
and that it is a certain and real thing. a ; 

7, Do not the fiirring* and ftrong convtSftom^ 
which even the twrft of men have fometimes under 
the word j witnefs a divine Spirit and power going 
along therewith s that which iorceth an affent from 
their confeience to the truth, which othcrways 
they hate ; yea, maketh them for the time wonder 
they mould not have been more ferious in the ways 
of God ! Yea, it doth often put a thorn in the bed of 
their fecurity / for indeed the word and the light 
thereof doth torment thofe who dwell in the earth. 
And truly this is a marvellous thing) which get- 
teth in upon men's fecret defigns and counfels, doth 
reveal to them the moft dofe thoughts of their heart, 
which they are Aire men's eye could not reach, tak- 
eth them down through themfelves ; and yet, that 
the world knoweth not whence it is ! Yea, are they 
not forced to confefs, what a great difference they 
find betwixt the word from tbe mouth of fome 
who are holy and ferious, though held out in 
greateft fimplicity, than from othtrs even of great- 
er gifts, and accompanied with more fhew or elo- 
quence, that furely the one hath another found 
and rehlb, fpeaketh more feelingly home to their 
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heart, than the moft polifhed difcourfe of greateft 
orators ! J 

8. One witnefs more I wall here give to the truth 
of this, promife, even thofe eminent examples*/ the 
great grace of God, which in every age have mined in 
ihe firmament of the Church ; feme in love, and zeal, 
fome in patience, and humility, feme in the ftrong 
afls of faith, and felf- denial ; which do certainly " 
demonftrate a more excellent fpirit y than that which is 
in the world ; whence they appear with another luftre 
in their walk and carriage, and have a fweet and 
^fragrant favour of the Spirit^ to the very difcerning of 
by-ftanders 5 which truly fbeweth that his wind doth 
Mow an his garden , when the fpices fend forth fo plea- 
fant a Scent, 

FOURTH. IF* find an ixfrefs Prmifi in the 
word of Deliverance to the Church in a low and opprejfed 
condition ; that furely the Lord will plead her caufe, 
will deliver his People when he feeth their ftrength is 
gone, and fave them from the hands of their enemies, 
Pf 18, 47> 48, 50. Pf. 22. 4t 5. If S4( j 7 , // 

It is true, this promife hath its bounds, limits, 
and provifo's, which mould be taken along in the ap- 
plication thereof. We know, the Covenant of God I 
with particular Churches is conditional only ; he 
promifeth, that he will be with them, while they art 
with him : , yea, it is oft feen ( and there is no jarr 
here with this promife J that a People profefling the 
Gofpel, confederate with God following duty, 
have even turned their hack before the enemy, and 
in the holy providence of God have for a time been 
given up to their fierce rage and violence. But it is 
alfo fure, that this promife hath an accomplifhmenr, 
and in the day of the Church's flrair the Lord W I 
hath oft appeared, by a Jirong outftietched hand 
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for her help ; his own arm brought fetation _ o 
his 'People, when they fought to him ; for G a 
is known in her palaces for a refuge \ yea, furely 
the Church might oft fm^that fone on fuch dear 
grounds, as though with Ifrael flic had been ftandmg 
at the red fea,Tty right hand, 0 Lord, is full ofptwer^ 
thy right hand hath dafhtd in pieces thy enemies, tor 
what nation, or People is like this, to whom he hath 
"fhewed fuch marvellous things ? 

Now to fhew forth the faithfulnefs of God in (l is 
prom ;fe, I would offer fome few things that area 
moft clear and undeniable witnefs thereto, 

i. There are few ages, but we have fome re- 
cord of the church's condition, which held forth 
^fuch fignal convincing providences of God > in behalf 
of h:s opprefled church and people, as may be a mani- 
feft fcal to this truth. It is tr ue, fome times have been 
more remarkable for fuffering, times of Judgment 
and of a growing trial, wherein this truth hath not fo 
clearly fliined forth ; yea, that long night which the 
church had under JntichrtJ?, might feem to eel it in 
qucftion : but nevertheless if men take a fenous 
View of the Lord's way, and the feries of providence 
in ages part, comparing one time with another, what 
the (traits and moft exueam cafe of the church hath at 
Uft refolved in, they will find caufe to cry wifh aflo- 
nifhment. Great deliverances givcth he to his people^ yea, 
the Urd hath done great things for them ! I am fure, 
were there a fulliecord, with that true account which 
might be given, of thofe more remarkable deliveran- 
ces, that particular churches have met with, fincc 
the ficft planting of theGofpel among them, wherein 
God's very immediate hand for their http hath been 
difcernable, it would nonplus the World, and ^eattft 
Atheifts, about the real fulfilling of this prur. i e, 
1 2* The confffions even of the Church's enemies 
hath oft witneficd this truth, that in puifuing their 

malice, 
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malice, to trouble and undo her, they have but un- 
done tbmfehes ; how tormenting difappointmenis 
harccaufed their very flefli to pine away, and the 
clofeand iflye of their rage forced ibis convtdion 
from them at laft, that the Church is a burdenfomt 
fine, to be lifted up ; a party, with whom it is full 
of hazard to meddle. Have not fuch been made to 
difctim fomething of a divine hand, fo clearly again ft 
them, blading their counfels and moft: prom ifing at- 
tempts, as if their eyes with Balaam hath been open- 
ed to fee the Angtl in their way J Yea,in all ages it is 
known, how the con faience even of the worft hath J 
oft bewrayed fomething of a prefaging fear, they have 
had,of thofe whom they purfued with greateft malice, 
and a dreadful impreffion they had of a praying people, 
and their prayers, 

3, This truth hath had thecleareft witnefc/n timet 
*f the Church's greateft Jink and extremity ; when 
difficulties have appeared infuperable, and relief in 
an ordinary way of providence mofthopelefs j when 
vifible means have been withdrawn, a 11 ' refuge fad- 
ed, and none to help\ that in fuch a day the Lard 
hath been feen upon the mount, and unexpectedly by 
very ft range means brought deliverance to a broken, 
'and almoft ruinedChurch, even as it were betwixt the If 
bridge and the water : fo that who would have a 
clear view of the accomplifhment of this promife, 
may but turn back on thefe more remarkable ex- 
tream exigences of the Church's condition, and there 
have it 5 how ofc a fweet funfhine that followed the 
moft dark and cloudy times, a raging ftorm hath 
refolved into a refrefhing calm \ yea, that with a fur- 
ther growth of the Church's trial, and doubling of 
1 j her burden, her enlargement and deliverance hath bro- 
ken out with thofe great & obvious remarks therein, 
thit it was a convincing return of prayer and wreft- 
{ ling, with a farther addition of fome new and fingu- 

lar 
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lar mercy there with, yea, fome eminent afl -f judg- 
ment upon her adverfaries. 

4, The grcateft advantages and vidories^ which 
men have got over the Chuiches and pcoplt of God, 
can alfo bear witnefs to this, that when the wicked 
have fprunguplike the graft, and the workers of 
iniquity jeemed to flourijh, this very way hath the 
Lord taken to bring about a more full deliverance : 
Yea, on the other hand, hath it not been very ob- 
vious how the Church's gain hath been brought forth 
out of greateft lofs \ that thofe wounds which feemed 
moft deadly,by the infinitely wife providence of God, 
have turned to her moft effectual and thorough cure ; 
and men's unreafonable violence and rage againft the 
;Church hath oft had an evident tendency to bring 
Stout even that whereto it feemed molt directly con- 
trary, fome further mercy, and deliverance, than 
could have been expected j as the Amorites refu- 
fing I/rael but paffage through their land ,d id prove the 
very mean to give them more than they fought, the 
po flefli on of that land for an inheritance, 

5 This witnefs the obfervatinn of the Church in 
all ages can bear to this promife, that deliverance 
hath ofc fprung up,and been broughtto her band,/rfff» 
a quarter^ and by fuch means, as none would have 
expc&cd - t by fuch, as none but God could do\-z fudden 
report and rumour ( I Sam. 23, 27. ) Means 
that have been not only fmall and improbable, 
but that looked directly contrary, as in bringing the 
Church out of Egypt ; yea, fometimc by the wicked's 
being enfnared in the work of their own hands. Is it 
not obvious, how theLord hath employ J d men's private 
interefts, to put them on for befriending his Church ? 
and hathcaufed the earth to help the woman^ and rai- 
ftd up one oppreflbr to punifh another j yea, often 
hath prepared carpenters, whence itwasleaft thought, 
to cut the horns of thofe who had fcattered his people ! 

6, There 
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6, There is this convincing witnefs to the truth of 
fuch a promife, that fudden remarkable change^ 
which may be oft difcerned both on men's inward 
frame, anti the outward face of the Church, 1 when a 
time of mercy and enlargement is come ; infhu- 
ments raifed of the Lord, with a difcernable elevation 
of their fpirits to aft, and do exploits \ the feeble 
then made flrong ; and thofe who fometime would 
have fainted at an ordinary piece of fervice, dare with 
fuch a gale of divineafTiftar.ee run (as it were) through 
a troop , and overleap awalL For indeed this may in 
all ages be obvious, how eafy it is to move, in the 
Bay when the Lord moveth for his people, and 
ftrengthneth the girdle of their Joins \ that it was rot 
their bow, or fword, which got them the viftory, 
but the very finger of God, fomething above the 
counfels of men, or ordinary means ; which hath 
fornerimes been made clear as the noon-day, fo that 
even, at fome diftance, thofe who are wife to difiern 
the times^ did fee when there was a breaking out ofa 
day of a Church's hope \ how there was a previous 
motion and ftir amongft the dry hones ; the Lord, at 
in the top of the mulberry trees> hath been then difcer- 
nable, & fome promifing appearance from the prefcnt 
difpofuion & temper of the Godly in that time ( tho* 
we mult grant, mercy and fovereign grace hath oft 
met the Church, when little of this hath appeared ) 
which, like the broking out of that thud in the top 
of mount Carmely to the Prophet, tfceugh at firfl but 
as an handbreadth.huh, fhewed that deliverance to the 
Church was not far off. 

y t I would add this witnefs al fa ; thofe ecn vine- 
ir*i provident fs 9 which in all ages pave been jhewid 
againji the enemies of the Church, fuch as men could 
not pafs wiihout fome remark : what an iffue thofe 
have had, who have fometimes been a fore rod on 
the People of God, yea, a terror in the land of lb* 
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living* How they have become a m oft abject and 
contemptible party, like bees who have loft their 
fting j their countenance hath been changed, and 
they ceafed to be any more a fear, when once their 
work was donty and the date of their commifficn 
for the humbling and trying of the Church expired ; 
yea a judicial Stroke from the Lord hath been often 
fcen upon their very judgment, and refolutions, 
which could not then ferve them to trouble and 
ifflift the Church ; the day being turned, and the 
time of her deliverance come. 

FIFTH. There is this Promife alfo which concern- 
ed the Church in general, as well as Christians in 
their perfonal cafe, That all things work together fr 
the good of thofe who love God f Rom. 8.28. the ac- 
compli Anient whereof,as it is written out in providence' 
to the obfervation of men, I would here touch. 

This is indeed a great and comprehenfive promif^ 
which in the confiant courfe and tenor of provi- 
dence about theChurch,we may fee, it doth take place; 
how thofe turnings and changes of the World, the 
mod ftrange emergents of the time, the various mo- 
tions and inrerelh of men, do co-operate togeth^ 
and have an undoubted tendency to bring forth ti e 
Church's good, as though they did intentionally a £t 
for the fame. There will indeed, one day, be a more 
clear and marvellous difcovery of this, when the 
Urdhath perfected his work, and the myfteryofGod 
is finijhed> the Church brought fafe to the harbour : 
then lhall it be fully manifeft, to what end all thofe 
norms and crofs winds in the counfels and defigns 
of men were ; thofe things which in the time 
could not be underftood» but feemed perplexed and 
Itrange, did really work for the Church's good. For 
then m en f ee wjth t ] jeir eyes a f u )I pcr f ormancc 
ot the word : yet we mull fay, even here, in every 
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age, amidft the various changes of the Church'i 
cafe, this hath fo clear a Fulfilment, that there is 
no ferious obferver of providence, but may bear wit* 
nefs to it 

1. That not only the Church's gaod f but even her 
gnateft good, hath mod clearly had its rife, and beea 
brought forth, out of the greateft mifebiefs and hum 
intended againft her. If we fearch the Scripture, 
and will turn over thofe after-records of the Church 1 ! 
condition,we (hall there find,that the moft remarkable 
attempts and plots a fuchas Phara$h*t laft eflay to de* 
ftroy the Ifraelites f Haman's great defign to root out 
the feed of the Jews, that great Mafter-plot Satan! 
once had on foot, to crufh the Gofpel and the Chrif- ! 
tian Church by crucifying her head, yea, in thefel 
laft times AntkhriJVs killing the witnefles, have all, a 
if really intended by the inftruments as well as the firft 
mover, brought forth the Church's greateft good ; ft 
as the after-mercy and relief hath carried fome viftbk j 
proportion to her trial, and to the greatnefs of fcet J 
adverfaries defign. 

2, It may be alfo clear, if we but trace back thofe 
numerable changes^ which have been up and down f 
the earth, how direel a tendency they have had to 
this end. Did not the bringing down that great isnffp 
cf the Monarchies witnefs this ? We find ffM 
chad n czar raifed up as a rod to the Church, and fm 
rus for a deliverer \ we may fee the Perftan and Gre- 
cian Monarchies brought down, to make way W 
the feiting up of the Mtjfws his Kingdom. Am 
cchus muftftand up a little for a {harp trial, and toj 
downfal give the Church a new breathing, and hold 
forth to after-ages a remarkable monument of the 
judgement of God againft his enemies. Peaceable 
Augujlui muft fall in~with his time in vjhofe dtp\ 
Jhall he abundance of peace. We find a Titus w 
up to execute the judgement of God on the Jews, w I 

ma* c 
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make way for a further enJagemcnt to the gentile 
Church ; a Nero and Domitian to help forward the 
Churches fuffering, and a Conjlantine to give her 
fome reft, after fo long and fore an affault ; and at 
laft, the Roman empire mould red down, for Anti- 
thrift's up fetting, to accomplifti what did remain of 
the fufferings of Chrift, in his Church, by that ad- 
verfary. 

3. We may oft fee a very flrange concurrence of 
things i how inftruments act to bring about the 
Lord's end, and advance his Church's intereft, evert 
while each one doth moft vigoroufly drive their 
own proper end and defi*n ; which flieweth, there 
is furely a living fpirit in the wheels , that ordereth 
thefe motions, a fupream and fir ft mover that can. 
thus determine them, whether they will, or not, to 
ferve his end,and to promote the Church's good,when 
they moft direftly intend the contrary, 

4. W c have feen how in men's plotting the ruid 
€f the Church, there is oft an unfeen hand determining 
their judgment and inclination^ to fall upon that very 
wy> than which wc would think nothing could have 
been more direct for her good and their own ruin ; 
now an Hujhai hath been fent in, or fome have been 
Ihrrcd up amongft themfelvcs (upon their own inte- 
reft) to break the pernicious counfcls and defmns 
of others, b 

r 5* We have alfo feen the perfinal quarrels of the 
lurch's enemies among themfelvcs brought to 
foch an height, and to fall out fo feafonably, that ob- 
ervers might clearly perceive that it hath been from 
m Lord ; a judgement for their rage and violence 
again It his poor oppreflcd People. 

6, We have feen the Church's enemies raifed to a 
tfangehetght, alt ad vantages favouring them, until 
netrm^ hath been ripe for fringing ; and lo, at 
very jundure, fomethin* unexpected hath fallen 

out 
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out, which did turn their former fuccefs to their 
further ruin, yea, difappoint all. This, the World 
Is ready to call fome fatal and malevolent conjun- 
fiion, which cannot be refitted ; and what is this, in 
effe&, but the witnefs of men's confidence to a divine 
hand ? 

7; Have we not feen fome fore dajh and «wr- 
throw of the Church bring firth her goody and a 
more full vielory ? how vifible help and means havs 
teen taken out of the way, that fomething afovt meant 
might be feen in her condition, even in that day, 
when all hath been given for loft 5 yea, truth's lof- 
ing the day upon the field, bring forth her triumph 
on the fcaffold and at the ftake, 

8. We have feen moft defpkable and ordinary 
things made fubfervient for fome great piece of the 
Lord's work ; a very fmall thing made the fir II riff of 
ftrange revolutions ; that remarkable changes have 
b;en oft lying in the bofom of a common provi- 
dence : yea, truly we find both Scripture, and 
the obfervation of after-ages, Witnefs, that the 
Church's deliverance and relief did almoft never come 
that way, by fuch a method and means, a* fit 
had moft expcfled the fame ; and that God's timt 
of working may be oft very contrary to our time of 
expecting. * 

I frail only add | Is it not oft feen ( which, I am 
fure, all ages can witnefs ) how men's endeavours w 
darken the truth by errour, have been the effectual 
mtans for its further clearing ? That the growing if 
a trial, a violent and fore exacting upon the Church, 
hath kindly wrought towards her relief and enlarge- 
ment ; her meat hath been oft brought even o*t of 
the eater y by means moft deftruftive thereto j and a 
fmrd muft pierce the Church's heart, that the tboUs 
of many may be difcovered j a time of perftcutM 
muft help to cure \\indwftm amongft the godly* 
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and bring them together in the furnace, which pro- 
fperity could not do : yea, it is oft feen, which 
former ages can alfo witnefs, that the very undoing 
of the Church hath been God's bleft way, to keep 
her from being undone. 

THE SECOND BRANCH 

T\Oth coneern thottStripture-thri4tmngf i wbkiari 
held forth in the word, with a refpeft to the viftbU 
Church* and againft a people profeuing the Gofpel 5 
that no privilcdges they have above others, (hall ex* 
empt them from judgment,yea&from very fad (trolces; 
he hath known them above the reft rf the World* he 
therefore will contend with them moft fevtrefy f becaufe 
of fin, and fuch particular evils at we find the Wori 
tbreatneth. 

I touched a little fome Scripture-threatnings, in the 
preceding argument, as concerned Chriftians in their 
private experience : what I here intend, is to point at 
this truth, as it is written in the providences and 
judgments of every time, to men's obfervation ; how 
Judgments from the Lord, which point, as with the 
finger, at the abounding fins of that time, do reach 
* knd, and particular Churches % according to the 
^earnings of the word. This is indeed manffcn\ 
that the greateft promifes made to a people, we find 
backed with fadeft threatnings : and accordingly we 
™, the greateft monuments of wrath have ufually 

rtV" Up * whcrc r ° metimc3 tnc la fgeft offers of 
ine Gofpel were ; yea, that the anger of the Lord 
^ay draw fo deep, againft a people pro feffing his name 
«to make their land defolate, and the high ways 
hereof mourn ; for in this precinfl of the Church 
Ofh both judgment and mercy moft eminently fliine 
f[ and ^e Lord's way there doth differ from 
be hath with any other people, 

H No* 
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Now to clear this grave truth a little, how thofc I 
threatnings of the word, againft a nation and people, j 
becaufe of fin, are alfo verified in their judgments' I 
I fliall touch a few inftances, that are moftknown 
and obvious, where we may lay the word and ob- 
ferf ation of the Church together, and fee/ how they I 
anfwer one the other. 

Firft, We find thzThresttnfage tfthe word de point at * 
the time of a peak's judgment. 1 Thef 2. 16. Rtv. 
14, 15, 18. That when they fill up thi meafm 
ef their fiL and thtir cup is /a//, the Lord will not I 
then defer the execution ; until the cup of the efmorites I 
was full," he did let them alone : and we find anfwer t 
deferred, to the cry of the fouls under the altar, for K 
avenging their blood on Antichrift, becaufe that ac- I 
curfed party hath yet more to do againft the Church, 
and the Saints more to fufFer under their hand. 

Now to witnefs the^accompliflimcnt of this ; let 
m but confider what in all times may be obferved, 
Firft, that there is an ordinary growth and height of | 
fin y which a land Cometh to, before deftruclion \ 1 
fome national and univcrfa! fpreading thereof, prodi- 
gious outbreaking?, the utter rejecting of reproof, I 
which fhew that a people's cafe muft then be on j 
fome turn ; yea, that ftrange and unufual finning 
ufeth to go before fome ftrange ftroke,-— 2. Before 
judgment come, is it not feen, how the fin of* 
people hath become fo daring, that it hath had a loud f 
cry? yea, their cafe hath been fuch as did juftify the 
Lord's procedure againft them,even in the confeience J 
of all Obfervers, that he did it not without much 
caufe.-- 3. Is it not eafy, for fuch as are wife to knotf 
the times, to fee night coming on a land, when fin is 
at fome dreadful height, by confidering the word and R 
the Lord's ^fual way with a people in fuch a cafe? Yea ( 
have there not then been fome fpecial fmwarningh 1 

more 
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more then ordinary impreffmnof judgment upon the 
fpirits of the godly.md the hiding of many of them irt 
the gram \ which, as threatning prefages, have 
Ihewed the near approach of a ftroke.-— 4. T bcre 
doth not ufually want even fome Noah, or Jonas, the 
Minifters of God fent forth to threaten, who as 
watchmen upon the wall are difcerning hazard at a 
diftance ; yea, with an obfervable preffure then upon 
their fpirit, and a more than ordinary agreement 
amongft themfelves, to cry tut, and give the people 
panting, when the time of judgment hath been 
drawing near, *V > 

2. It is ckx* there are feme fptJtal evils and fint 
tfa time, which we find the word mod dreadfully doth 
. threaten : yea, in a peculiar way it doth put a mark 
Upon them, that thgugh the Lord mould pafs by man/ 
infirmities in a Church and people profefling his 
name ; yet, for fuch and fuch fins ( as we find in 
Amos I. 3. ) be will not turn away the punijhment 
thereof \ but hath folemnly declared, by his truth 
and faithfulnefs, that thefe fliall not pafs without 
.fome vifible mark, even before the world, of hi* 
anger, Now in this the Scripture is clear, and lets ut 
fee, there are fome fins more particularly threatned, 
fome land-deftroying fins, that have as it were the 
mark fet on them* which do efpecially provoke the 
holy indignation and jealoufie of God j fuch as 
latry, corrupting the Worfliip of God j Perjury , and 
Covenant * breaking,— Shali they break my Covenant, 
and efcape ? faith the Lord, Ezek. 17. 15. Alfo de- 
parting fromGod,and his way \ For this the land jhall 
be defolate, as in Jer em, 9* 12, 13. Yea, blood guil- 
finefs^ which the earth fliall not cover, and for which 
thefword mail not depart, even from the houfe at.d 
family of David. 2 Sam. 12. 10. 

Now to evidence the accomplishment hereof, I 
fliall point at fome things moft obvious to {he obfer- 
H 2 vatioa 
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vation of every time; how terribly the Lord ufeth to 
plead, for fuch things, and by fomc exemplary ftrokc 
and judgment point them out, as we find them par- 
ticularly fet by thtmfelves in the word, md threat* 
nings thereof, 

Firft, that in thefe fins, thus marked, men may fee 
how their judgments de not wholly to be deferred to 
cnothtr w§rld f but though much is oft faffed here, 
«nd laid over to that la ft and great judgment, yet, 
upon fuch fins the Lord hath put fomc mark of his 
difpleafure, even in this life— 2 > That for thefe he 
ufeth to contend before the fun t and in the view of 
men : his judgments are indeed oft fecret, and do 
anfume as a moth i ; but upon fuch fins, we may fre- 
quently fee, fome public k and vifible flroke is made 
to follow, that the world cannot pafs without a re- 
mark. --3, That the Lord alfo ufeth to be a very fwift 
witnefs againft fuch evils. For, as we find, the oppref- 
fion of the Church hath a loud cry, and the blood 
of the faints a bow long I it is alfo feen thofe foremen- 
tioned fins do much haften judgment, fo as fcl- 
dom that generation pajfeth away without fomc wit- 
nefs thereto. It is rarely found, that fome great revolt 
of a people from God, and breaking Covenant with 
him, doth lie long unpuniftied, nor doth the 
hoary head of the violent and bloody man go oft to 
the grave in peace.- —4, That thefe fins ufe to be fol- 
lowed with fome very dreadful and eminent jltoke t 
which hath made the land defolate, their cities fome- 
time waft, and a ruinous heap; yea, houfes great and 
fair, to be without inhabitants; foas men have with 
aftonifhment enquired, Why is all this come to pafs \ 
and it' was eafy to anfwer, even for fuch and fuch 
evils hath the Lord done this, according to his word. 
5, That a divine hand ufeth to be moft difccrnable in 
the punifhment of fuch fins, becaufe of *.very 
clear reftmblam betwixt them, and the flroke ; 

which 
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which hath forced their own confeiencq, as well as 
Beholders to confefs the Righteoufnefs of God 
therein. — 6, That the Lord will put fome mark of 
his anger on the choice/! of his fervants for any accef- 
fion to fuch fins ; thefe to whom he hath given their 
foul for a prey, have yet got afore outward ftroke, 
upon fuch an account, which hath followed them to 
the grave ; For this the fword {hall not depart from 
David's hufe. Idolatry rent the Kingdom from the 
pofterity of Solomon, Jonas fhall not efcape for his 
rebellion. Yea, God was wroth with Mofes^ and 
no intreaty fhall hinder his dying in the wildernefs. I 
may add, hath not the Lord's controverfy on this 
ground even reached their pojlenty ! Which may fhev/ 
that thefe threatnings are fad earnelt ; and fuch fins 
are not more particularly pointed at in the word, than 
they have been in after ages made exemplary ia 
judgment. 

3. A people's litkevjarmnefsjheir flighting ofthtGof- 
pel and not receiving the love of the truth, we find fadly 
tfneatned in the word, Rev. 3. 15. t6. 2 *£htff> 2. 
10, 11, And truly we muft fay, they have not fal- 
len to the ground in any age,without an accomplifli- 
ment, as frequent obfervaiion can witnefs, Firfl, how 
a people's en t ring upon a Religious way, their pur- 
filing a form of reformation, and not thorough for 
God therein, but on carnal grounds, hath thus put 
them in a worfe condition than befort* For truly 
men's hjpocrify in going about a good work, doth 
threaten more, than the performance thereof doth pro- 
Wife, Jehu got a temporal reward, but his pofterity 
muft at length reckon for all the blood of Jezr&i^*- 
2- That no people ufe to be further from getting^i 
of the gofpel, than fuch who have been under moft 
and greateft convitlions \ fo as it is found, there 
is oft more accefs to gain amongft the favages % than 
thofe who have fit their day while the tide did flow j 
L H 3 
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yea, minifters have found moft difcouragemenr, to 1 
labour in thofe pans where the word hath be£n long I 
preached with power, --3. It is feen, how light not I 
improved wil] turn a People more grofs> and is ufu- 
ally followed withfome remarkable^rtrau/A in fin j that 
the more the word ttath put a rtfirmni on men's cor- 
ruption, the more it rageth \ fo as it may be obfcn'ed 
what a very black die, the powerful preaching of 
the Gofpel hath put upon a People, as a vifible mark Hi 
of Judgment on fuch who profit not thereby.-*— 4. 
Is it not feen bow men's formality in the matters of 
God hath been oft purified even with the taking away 
tf the form } Yea, that feldom error and delufion 
doth want a harveft amongft a People who receive 
not the truth in love.— -5. Hath not flighting of the 
Gofpel been at laft followed with fome vifMe rtliraht 
and inhibition both upon the ordinances and difpen- 
lers thereof, a judicial withdrawing of tht Spirit , as * 
to the work of converfton and conviction ; whereby ► 
theLord doth plainly aaft to be a reprover to fuch ; yea, 
even faith, Bind up the Law r and feat the Tefrimcnv. 

The word doth alfo threaten carnal Security (adif«* 
eafe whereof the Church is oft in great hazard ) yea, | 
we find it holds forth a certain connexion betwixt * 
fptritual judgments upon a People, and fome outwaid 
ftrokes to follow thereon ; that thofe who arc under \ 
ihat firft wo and plague upon their fpirits^ are then { 
near to fome judgment upon their per font ^ and may 
expect a (harp wakening ; in bearing they JJmII n&t 
under/land, &c, but the clofe is, until thejr attes be 
consumed without inhabitants^ and there be an utter 
deflation : yea, we find, judgment doth begin as a 
tnetby in that $th of Hof but in the i^th ver. it doth 
turn at laft to be a lion. We may truly fay, the fulfill- 
ing of this hath in all ages of the Church been obvious, 
I, That as the firft part of the Church's deliverance 
is ufually fpiritual, fo tt is found the fir/I ftep ofjudg- * jd 
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ment, and the execution thereof againft a People, 
hath been upon their fpirits ; that ferious difcerncrs 
of the time might know, the night was faft coming 
on, and fome fad outward ftroke on a land, by 
the abounding of fpiritual judgments. ---2. It is clear 
the moft dreadful ftrokes that ever come on a parti- 
cular Church, do ufually find it in fuch a cofi> judi- 
cially hardned, and under many warnings plagued 
with fecurity. Thus did the flood find the oldlVorld^ 
and before that defolating ftroke on Jtrufaltm by the 
Rmam, were not the Jews in fuch a cafe ? Salvian 
can tell how it was with the African Churches, be- 
fore that dreadful inundation of the Gs^and Fan- 
iah ; yea, the Church's records in all ages do wit- 
nefc, that before any fad ftroke or perfection came 
upon a People, a deep fleep and lethargy hath been 
previous thereto i gray hairs might have been feen 
upon them : and the Word doth even fhew, that this 
will be the/*/? difiefi, whereof the Church {hall be 
fick before the great day of the Lord.— 3. It is alfo 
feen how fpiritual judgments, when they grow upon 
apeopJc, make gnat difpatcb, and do quickly ripen 
for fome further itrokej that when men have run down 
their conference, and are paft reproof of the word, 
going on from evil to worfe, the cafe cometb then to 
be clear, and ready for the final difcuffion of the 
procefs. 

5. The word doth denounce wo againft the trou- 
pers $f the Cburch^nd thofe who are her perfecutors ; 
that the Lord jhall recomptnee tribulation to fuch \ and 
plead with her opprtjfirs : the accomplifhment 
whereof hath been truly manifeflr, yea to the ob- 
fervation even of the,world. Ifa. 10. 5. 2 Thef I* 
6*— Firft, That eminent ^/>r^Sn of the Church have 
feldom gone out of the world, without fome mark 
of divine anger upon them. Surely if there were a re* 
«ord of fuch inftances, that in every age have been con- 
H 4 fpicuous, 
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fpicuous, men would be forced to fee, and fay, that 
the moft noted enemies and perfecutors of the faints 
have been alfo the moft convincing and noted examples 
of judgment in the time.— 2/That theChurch's/^ 
ring ufeth togobeforea day of vengeance on the infirm 
ments thereof, Wc findj^Via got an outward reward 
for executing the judgment of God on his enemies : 
but as for thofe men who have been the rod of the 
Churchjit hath been feen,that they have not long wan- 
ted fome fcourge as fore upon themfelves, as they 
have been to his People, and that at laft thefe have 
paid dear for their fervice,— 3, We may fee how this 
alfo doth help to finifh the contra ver fy of God, with 
men and their houfes; that for this he hath taken many 
away in the mid/l of ihtir days, and made them ceafe 
to be, who would not ceafe to trouble the Church, 
while they had a being ; yea that he had taken them 
in his own hand,whortt men could not reach,and made 
their down-cafting in the midft of themfelves. 

6. Doth not the Scripture threaten carnal confidence, 
in a People ; the putting of their truft in man, or in 
any outward inftruments ? Jer. 17. 5, 6, 17. 
To clear the accomplifbment whereof, let us but 
compare the word, and trje Church's obfervation 
together ; and we ftiall find,— 1. That outward means 
have never more mi/carried \ than when mod pro* 
mifing, and when there was greateft expedariori 
from the fame ; yea, that very erninent inftrumentt 
when much leaned to, have been obfervably blalied x 
and made toflirink under fuch a burden.— 2* Thtfr 
thofe whom the Lord- had made 7 much ufe of, 
yea, honoured to be gnat injlrumcnts in the fer- 
vice of the Church, have oft had fome difcernabk 
blot, to reprove men's overbading of inftrumentj 
with their efteem \ a Tertu!lian f an Origen in an- 
cient times, yea, even a Luther, in thefe latter ages 
muft go with fome halt to the grave, —3. That 

many 



of the Scripture. 153 

many who have been ufeful in the Church for a timt % 
the Lord doth oft lay by ; yea, maketh not ufe of them 
to the end : but, the laft may be made firft. And tru- 
ly that excefs in men's efteem^ putting a further 
weight on fome means, than they could bear, hath 
oft helped to render many ufelefs.™ 4, Is it not alfo 
feen, how one extremity is thus plagued with a- 
notber ? None more ready to Jhrink in a day of trou- 
ble, than fuch who at a diftance feemed moft da~ 
ting 1 yea, none more ready to fall in to that excefs of 
undervaluing inflruments, than thofe who have moft 
exceeded upon the other hand* 

7* Do we not find the word threaten, and in a fpecial 
Way point at corrupt minifters, unfaithful watchmen^ 
Who give not warning to the Church 5 thofe fliep- 
herds that feed themf elves ^ but not the flacky the lea- 
ders of a people that caufe them to err l , and by their 
practice, Xojiumble at the law ? Mai 2* 3, 4. 

The accomplishment whereof hath in all ages 
been very difcernablc, Firfi f how fuch have u* 
fually been moft noted as the greatctf and moft 
violent entmtes y which the Church hath at any 
time had ; yea, that no courfe hath been fo evil 
and grofs that hath wanted fome of thefe to help 
it on, whofe hatred and perfccution of the God- 
ly hath been found to exceed the moft openly pro- 
fane and profligate in that time,—- 2. That as they 
are particularly threatned above others in the word* 
fo they get alfo fome remarkable c$ft above others in 
their judgment, and having once loft their favcur % 
become vile and hathfome, even to the worft of men ; 
are contemptible in the eyes of fuch whom they feck 
in a fmful way to pleafe j yea, have a worfe favour, 
than the prophaneft wretches $ that being verified in 
them, Corrupt io optimi, peffma.—^. That thefe do 
feldom make a gcod retreat from an evil way ; fo as 
u is an ufual obfervation, it is rare for Churchmen 
H 5 to 
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to repent, or a fallen Oar to (bine again,**- 4, Arc 
rot fuctl oft fmitten even in their gifts ; which we 
may fee wither, and dry up upon them, while not 
faithfully improved; \ea, to the very convicliun of 
their hearers, to have loft that edge which once they 
had in their miniftry ?--5> I mult add another rcrnaik 
("though I deftre to deal with fear, and much tender- 
nek, in fuch an application of the judgment of God ) 
how the Lord doth oft put fome note of his wrath on 
the children and offering of unfaithful Mmifters j that 
it hath been feen, none more wretched and grofj : 
whereto as their evil practice and example hath 
been a fpecial help, fo likewifeare they thus puniflscd 
of the Lord, who did not fcek to beget Children to 
him, by the Word, but through their way did rather 
caufe many to err and fall. 

THE THIRD BRANCH, 

TJ Aving fpoke fome thing how the Scripture both 
,L1 as to the prornifes, and ihreatnings thereof, is 
evidently fulfilled in the Lord's ordinary way of pro- 
cedure with his Church, 1 would a Tide further follow 
this argument, /Van; /A/r alfi bath a manifold accompttjb* 
tnent^ even in thefe moft (Irange and dart paffages of 
provide nee , whereat wen are ready t* Humble and chal- 
lenge the fpotlefs righteoufnefs of God, and his 
fa thfulnefs therein ; but if we lay them to that mea- 
fure, and line of the word which is ftretched over 
the whole woik of providence, wc will fee how well 
ihefe do agree, and an Twer one to the other, jea, 
that alJ the pairs wherein God walketh towards his 
Church, and people, arefurely mercy, and truth, • 

To clear this I fh a El point at fome footfteps of the 
providence of God in the world, and about the Church 
which would feem moftdark, yea a contradiction to 
his word, ar.d promife, but are plain and manifeft, 

if 
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if weighed in the ballauce of the fanfluary, where 
we may have a fansfying look, and resolution of theft 
things which other ways would be too hard for us 
to underftand, and may fee, how ftraight thefe paths 
are which we thought crooked ; yea, how eafy and 
pa (Table, the greater! deeps of providence would be, 
both as to God's way with his Church, and in our 
own particular cafe, when once they arc fet over 
againft the word, I fliall touch this a little in thefe fol- 
lowing inftances. 

r. It may feem flrangt how the Church's trouble and 
Jit ait is oft feen to increafe, with the fir ft flir rings ef her 
deliverance \ yea, when fome remarkable mercy, and 
(ungate is in the bringing forth, the firft ftep thereof 
would feem to put her further back, and in a worfe 
condition than before. Thisisindeed a piece of the 
Lord's way with his Church which in many inftanccs 
may be witnelTed, but let us take the word along 
therewith, and we will find,--*!. How the Church 
is oft at the brink of the grave even when her cafe is 
upon a turn, and how it is congruous to his way 
(whofe paths are in the deep waters, who cloatheth 
himfelf with darknefs, that men fliould not find any 
thing after him, or lay down abfolute conclulions 
concerning his dealing) that the motions of provi- 
dence ihould be oft fo perplexed, and various- —2. Did 
not the cafe of the Church in Egypt feem much 
Worfe, their burdens doubled upon them, even 
when their deliverance was breaking up ?-"3« jftfrfb 
to be fold as a Have, and in Egypt turned into a dun- 
geon would feem fteps of providence, very unlike 
the thing which God was driving at thereby, and 
yet we fee how kindly thefe dtd work towards the 
fame.— 4. The Church in Micah 4 : ver 10. When 
Ihe was even at the door next to a deliverance, her 
trial was even at the greatcft height, be in pain, and 
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labour to bring firth, for ft Jhallgo to Bahyhn and then 
be delivered : but foreft pangs in the birth do ufually 
proarife the beft i flue— -5, It was the ftep of the pro- { 
dence of God, which of all feemed moft dreadful \ 
to theChurch in Eflher, the fealing of the decree, and 
fending it forth to root out the whole feed of the Jews, 
while Haman fli!l flour iflied, but lo this was the 
very ftep that wrought moft throughly for her de- 
liverance j and is not a wet mourning feed time a i 
Scripture-prefage of a good harveft. 

2i The fire interruptions which a people's endeavors 
fir Reformation, end to promt* the Kingdom of ChriJI 
have met witb^ even when fet about with a clear call, 
yea, folemn and ferious engagements to God, would ! 
fecra flrange, and a flsalring piece of providence : 
and truly this is oft feen, as an ufual attendant on 
reformation, how unfuperable like difficulties, and 
unexpected lets do grow up in the way thereof : thus 
when Luther, and other inftruments were raifed up 
in Germany^ to purfue the Church's Reformations 
what cruel edicts were then fet forth to give it a dafti t 
divifion among themfelves, the rifing up of the Bom 9 I 
and Anabapti/h : what a pure, and thorough refor- 
mation was on foot under Edward the fixth in En- 
gland, and what a dreadful ftorm did quickly break 
it up, for that time ? and I would add, what the 
prefent cafe of the Churches in Britain, and Ireland I 
may at this day witnefs, where once the Lord fo 
eminently appeared in a begun Reformation, which 
now isat fo great a Hand, but let us go in to the fcnp«- I 
lure with this and we will find.--i. There is a vive [ 
portraiclurc of providence in the affairs of the Church 
held forth in that vifion which Eztkiel had of the 
wheels at the river Qhebar, whofe myfterious mo- 
tions, and turnings fo crofs one to the other, with- 
out any diftcrd therein, as to the end, to which they 
were directed,, doth witnefs the rational, and wife 

conduit 
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conduftof providence: the Lord's work about his 
Church is a moft fhadowed and elaborate piece, which 
men cannot fee, before their eye, as they fee behind 
upon a review, while ordinary eaufes do oft vary 
in their operation, yea, go out of the common road, 
but fcripture will make this very plain. — 2. Was 
jiot Nehtmiah, Ezra, and Zerobabel at their work, 
and duty, and had an exprefs call for building of the 
temple, yet, how great, and frequent interrup- 
tions did they find, fometimes environed with diffi- 
culties, Zack 4. 7. Who art thou great mountain befiri 
Zerobabel? Yea, they were put to hold the fword 
and build, to watch and work at once, becaufe of 
their enemies,™ 3* What a very fore backfet was the 
Church at, Hak 3, Revive thy mrl, 0 Lord, in the 
mldftof the years. This was both a great and long in- 
terruption, yea, do we not find her almoft at a non- 
plus with a Query which no vifible appearance could 
anfwer, by whom jhall Jacob arife for be is fmall ? 4. 
We find a fpeciai reformation fet on foot by Heztkiah 
with a folemn Covenant, by the Princes, Priefts, and 
body of the People, with a fetting up of the pure 
Worftiip,and ordinances of God, but lo a fharp ftorm 
is foon after, by Sennacherib', yea Hezekiab fcarcely 
is in his grave, when his Son doth bring in corruption, 
and perfection both at once \ and when thechriftian 
Church in the times of the Apoftles begun to 
flouriih, fuccefs following the Gofpel, did not a fad 
interruption, 3nd fcattering follow, Aft. 8,5. This 
U promifed that ZMs walls fhall even in troublefitm 
times be built, and her being brought to a heap of 
rubbifli was but making way for a further advance, 
that in the building of her again the Lord might 
appear in his glory and is it not clear, that Chrift 
coming in the Gofpel, and power thereof to purge 
his Church, and carry on a reformation^ MaL 
& 4- pravetlfa fearching and trying time which 
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men cannot endure, for the power ot the Word, and 
clear difcovtry of tin, and other (halting difpenfati- 
oris which do ufuallv attend fuch times and torment 
them who dwell on the earth, yea, and put the Devil, 
and corruption of men aloft, with all rage to oppofe 
the fame* 

3. That a fad QVirthud\ng y and darkntfi fhould 
come &n a land after mo/i jpecial mamftjtatim of the 
pmctr and glory of Gad therein, and that a time of the 
Gofpel with much light fhould be fo near a forerun- 
ner of wrath, and judgment, would feem a ftrange 
piece of providence, and caufe a ferious enquiry how 
fuch eminent appearances ot Gud for a people, fuch 
great confirmations, obfervable fuccefs /or a time, 
with many fignal encouragements, mould alt feem 
to refolve in a deflating ftroke, and ruin ? This 
may be inftanced in that Proteftant war in France 
where inftruments were remarkably raifed, fitted 
of the Lord for the fervice of that time, had much of 
his prefence, and countenance, yet to refolve thus 
in a bloody maffacre ; like wife thefe confederate 
German Princes, Saxwy 9 and Landgrave cf Hejfe^ 
Men eminent for piety, carried foith with much 
zeal for God, for defence of the truth, yea, in the be- 
ginning of that war having many promifing encourag- 
ments, yet, remarkably deferted of the Lord with 
very fad like conferences following the fame* Let 
us confider alfo the late Bohemian war, ftated upon 
ncceflary defence of Religion and liberty, and at firft 
attended with fomc fmiling ptovidencts, (hould re- 
folve into fo great a defolation, and ruin : yea, the 
Church of Ireland, O, what a dreadful ma fiacre of the 
protcftants there did quickly follow one of the moft 
folemn times of the power of God and outpouring of 
the Spirit that we ever heard of fince the days of the 
Apoftles. I confefs this may have a Grange afpefl,and 
b a part ot the marvellous ways of the Lord, but 
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when we take it in to the word, we will find there is 
no jar,or difcord here, for, l. It might feem a* ftrange, 
and altomfhmg what Batuch got from the L.>rd in 
anfwer to his complaint, Jerem. 45. that he would 
pluck >p what he had planted, and caft down that 
waich Me had built, for a work to be thus thrown 
down, wheie rhe Lord had once fo ennnemly 
appeared and given his People many confi mations 
inight then occafion great thoughts of heart, jet the 
urn potted righteuufneG of God, and his truth was 
apparent therein ; yea, after that dtfcowfe, and all 
Ihefe large promifes, which Chrift gave his difciples 
in that fifteenth of Johr^ we find all is (hut up with 
that, the hour is coming, and now is that ye fhall 
be fcattered,— -2. What ftrange providences did tryft 
the Church in the wilder nefs, fometime brought 
back to the red fea, tried with hunger, and naked- 
nefs, con fumed with various ftrokes, and many 
years wandering until moft of that generation, who 
came out of Egypt filled their graves in the journey, 
and yet this was after moft eminent confirmations, 
and as clear figns of God's prefence as ever People 
had.— -3, We find a publick reformation moft zeal- 
oufly profecuted by Joftm^ which looked like the re- 
newed efpoufals of that land with God, by a folemn 
Covenant, yet, quickly after night canie on that 
land with a long captivity, and Jofias did fall by the 
fword.--4. Was there not abright fun- blink, & flou- 
rishing plantation of the Gofpel in Judea a little be- 
fore the defolation of that land by the Romans, yea, 
we will find it clear from the word that times of 
much light, and reformation do much fooner 
ripen for aftroke than any other times,--5. It is very 
manifeft that particular Churches have their day 
where the Gofpel hath its appointed work, and their 
ftroke at laft may reach the length of removing the 
candleftick* I truly think that fad inftance of Bohe- 
mia's 
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mia's cafe may have this obfervable in it, that it 
had longer day, & enjoyment of the light even from 
the times of John Hus, and Jerom of Prague , which 
was near an 100 years before there was any day- break 
on other parts, fo that we would confider if their 
night did come foon on, that their day wasalfo much 
longer, yea, the ftrokc might tryft whh the ebb of 
the tide, when their harveft was much gathered in, 
under fo long a continuance of the Gofpel, though 
I dare notUiink the Lord's work is utterly extindi 
there, but that Bohemia's dead and withered root hath 
life yet in it and (hall once again bud forth. 

4. Is it not ufually feen when judgment cometh on a 
lend, that the Godly get thefirft ftroke\ but let usalfo 
confider this in the word, where it is clear.- 1. That 
judgment mud begin at the houfe of God, and 
the green tree ; and that the Churches trouble, 
and perfecution is a forerunner of vengeance on 
her adverfaries, do we not find, there is a cup of 
the judgment of God ? And O the laft is of a ftrong 
compofition, for the wine is red and mixed, and 
the dreg very thick which is referved for the 
troublers of the Church, and for fuch who are at cafe 
in a day of her grief, and truly tbey have the advan- 
tage that drink firft, Bleft are they whom thou cbaft- 
nefty &c. that they may reft in the day of their adverfity 
until the pit be digged for the wicked, yea, Rev. 3. 10. 
we find keeping of the word of patience, which doth 
import fuffering to the Church, goeth before fome> 
more univerfal ftroke ; and in that day proveth the 
fefety, and prote&ionof the People of God. ---2. It is 
alfo clear that men may beraifed up of the Lord, and 
followed with fuccefs, when he hath them for a rod to 
his church, but that at laft JJhur the rod of my wrath 
will I caft in the fire, faith the Lord, it is truly an 
evidence of great wrath upon a party to be made the rod, 
and cxecutioneis of judgment upon the People ofGod, 
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for they fhall pay for it, by fome fadder ftroke then 
any trouble or fuffering whereof they have been in- 
flruments. r 

5. That pro fterity, and fuccefs /hould follow fome- 
times theworftofmen in an evil courfe, and caufe % fuch 
a concurrence, and feries of providence, as fcemeth 
to fmile on them even to the bringing of their finful 
devices to pafs, while the People of God have 
been made to fall in a juft quarrel before their ad- 
verfary, would feem an aftoni&ing providence, 
but let us lay it fore-againft the Word, and there 
we will fee.— h That there is a profperity which 
tendeth to deftru£tion, Prov. I. ver. 32. the ta- 
bernacles of the robbers profper, Job. 12. ver. 6. 
and they that provoke God are fecure, into whofe 
hands he bringeth abundantly, but they do not fee 
that wickednefc is its own puniftiment, and how it is 
a dreadful flroke to thrive in an ill courfe. Was not 
the Church (haken with fuch a providence, Mai. 3. 
15. Yea, tempted to call the proud happj % but i*K 
the ver. 18. They were taught from further obfer-' 
vation to difcern or put a difference between the 
righteous and the wicked.— SL Do we not find that 
even the figns, and predi&ions of falfe prophets, in 
favour of a finful way, may come to pafs, Deut. 13. 
1,2. Whereof the Church is there warned, and 
God's intent in the fame cleared, that it is for 
the/r/Wofhis People, whether they will love and 
fear the Lord, and cleave to his way, when providence 
would feem to fbine on a crooked path.-— 3. Did 
not fuccefs for a time attend Ahfakm ? Ifrael as one 
man went a'ter him, yea, the friends and counfcl- 
lours of David ; a lair wind did alfo favour Haman 
in his effay to ruin the Church. Jeremy is almoft 
lhaken with it, yea they have taken root, yea, tbey 
grow, and bring forth fruit. But is not this at laft ufuul- 
found an ominous weather breeder before a ftorm ? 

though 
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though the brutifh Man knoweth not, nor fools lay 
it to heart for what the wicked doth oft fpring, 
and flourifh. I would add Ifraels falling before 
Benjamin, it was an aftonifhing like providence ; and 
Habakkuk was put to a ftand with fuch a thing, why 
the Lord lookt on, while the wicked devoured 
the righteous. Yea, Jojhua was to crv out in 
an amazement, 0 Lord, what Jball I fay, when 
Ifrael turneth their back before their enemies ! But 
we have alfo theLord's intent therein witnefled by his 
word, that this is to humble and prove his People, 
that he may do them good in the latter end ; and 
thus he beateth them off from all carnal grounds of 
confidence ; he woundeth them to a cure ; that by 
bringing them low, he may raife and fit them for 
a further mercy 

6. What great disappointments hath the Church met 
withy when outward grounds of confidence, and or* 
dinar) means have been mojl promijing, as it is a 
thing mod true, fo it may feem ftrange at the Sf ft 
look : but let us bring it to the word and the cafe will 
be there anfwercd. Deut. 32. Why Jhould one chafe a 
thoufand y but becaufe their rock hath fold them I And 
therefore their ftrength is gone, with the Lord's depar- 
ting from them. For, when a time of judgment is 
come, even the mighty then find not their hands, 
counfel faileth to the ancient, ordinary means bring 
not forth their wonted effects : which Solomon fhew- 
cth, and after-ages have oft feen, The race not ever to 
the fwift, nor the battel to the Jlrong % It is alfo clear 
from the word, how threatning a condition that is, 
for the People of God to be much carried out after 
means, or lifted up therewith : Ifai. 30. they will 
ride onhorfesy and this (hall be their punifhment. 
But on the other hand, the Lord's way in bringing 
forth his greatelt works,hath not been by might and by 

power 
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pwer y but oft by means moft improbable, and 
unexpected. 

7 . The long continuance of a heavy afflteling rod on tht 
Churchy without the appearance of an efcape, or any 
return to much wreftling and prayer on that account, 
may feem a ftrange ftep in God's way with his 
People. But the-word will anfwer us in fuch a cafe 
where it is clear,— I. That there are no bounds in the 
Scripture fet to the continuance of a trial. It doth 
not tell how long a (harp ftorm may ly on, either as 
to the Church, or any particular Chriftian ; for it is 
a piece of the Lord's fecret counfel, but not of that 
which is revealed : it is enough,that we know from it, 
that men cannot make the Church's fuffering longer, 
than God's time.— 2. Jt was a long term that of If 
raels tryal in Egypt i & after under the captivity,three 
hundied & ninety days muft the Church ly on her 
left fide. O how many a fad day and weary fome 
night was there in that word 70 weeks are deter- 
ined upon thy people, and city Jerufalemr m '2' ^ avc 
not the faints under a long trouble gone almoft the 
length of blafphemy, in their complaints ! lfa. 40. 
. My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment 
ift over from my God. Daniel,how preffing with the 
rd was he, that He would hearken % and do and not 
defer 1 and yet the return cometh not until the firft 
year of Cyrus. Yea, that cry of the fouls under the 
altar ? Hew long ! doth it not even get a dilatory 
'anfwer? For thus the Lord doth oft interpofe his 
long- fuffering for fome time, betwixt his people, and 

avenging of them. 4. It is alfo clear that 

there are many prayers before the Throne, the re- 
turn whereof is fufpended, and an Anfwer to Chrifti- 
ans, in their particular, until that Time when God 
fhall build up Z/<?/j, and then the Prayer of the defli- 
tute fhall be remembred, even as to Chriftians pri- 
vate enlargement, when the Church fhall be raifed 

up. 
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up.— 5. We know the Church's enemies muft 
have time to ripen, and it is not a ftorm of a few 
days, that will purge away the filth of tht Daughter 
if Zion.Too foon letting out ofa fore may caufe it to 
1 putrify the more, and gather new matter. And truly 
the word can refolveus m this, that one minute fooner 
than God's time would not be his people's mercy. 

8. It is oft fcen when there is fome remarkable work 
if God on foot in a land, and fome great outpouring of 
tbefpirity how Satan fetteth up fome ufual counterfeit 
thereof and bringeth forth fomething of his work in 
fuch a time, with a very ftrange refemblance of the 
fame. Thus, with the preaching of the freedom of 
grace, and a clear difcovery of that truth, did Liber- 
tinifm under a very fpecious pretext fpring up. Thus 
we find the Anabaptift, and Antinomian party, fet 
up In Germany, to run down a Church-reformation, 
under the # (hew ofa more pure and fpiritual way : 
and of late did not Familifm in England, under pre- 
text ofa more fpiritual difpenfation, caft off the very 
letter of the Scripture, turning it over in to Alle- 
gory, and in behalf of the liberty of prophefying, 
cry down a (landing miniftry ? But though this may 
feem Grange, yet the Scripture is very clear, 
concerning Iff— -I. That even Satan htmjelf is trtnf 
formed into an Angel of light, and in no (haps pro- 
vcth more dangerous to the ^Church.---2. That the 
moft dreadful errours and a falfe way will ofu come 
near to the choiceft exercifes of the faints, and have 
fuch a refemblance to the fame, that if it were ptf m 
fible the very elel /hould be deceived. — 3. Was there 
not a Simon Mogul with falfe miracles fet up over 
againit the Apjitles ? And when the time of the Mef- 
fias '!rew near, did not then a Theudas and Judas of 
Galilee, b/euk forth to amufe the people ? VVe find 
alio an altar from Damaftuskt upbeiide that which 
way (hewed to AUJti the Servant of the Lord in the 

mount ; 
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mount ; yea, when Mofes and Aaron were giving 
Pharaoh a fign, and did (hew forth the marvellous 
power of God, then did the Magicians caft down 
their rod alfo, to counterfeit the fame, by which the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardned. 

9. The abounding of much error and herefte, now 
In the time the Gofpel, with that fwift growth there- 
of, which is oft feen where the light moft clearly 
fiineth, fcems ftrange ; yea, is a thing whereat 
many are ready to (tumble, and thus to challenge 
the way of God : But is not the Scripture in 
this clcarlv verified, fo that this piece of providcnce t 
which isfo fluking to many, if we take the word a- 
long withit,mightbea very convincing confirmation 
to us of the fame ? For,- 1. We find the Apoftles.yea, 
Chrift himfelf hath given exprefs warning thereof, 
that this (hould be one of the fpecial and greatcft 
tryals of the Chriftian Church ; whereof the Old Tef- 
tament we find doth little mention,that trial not con- 
cerning the Church then fo much, as thefe after- 
times underline MeffisuYs Kingdom : wherein the 
event maybe clearly feen, to anfwer thefe predi&ions, 
which are fo frequent thereof in theNew Teftament, 
—2. Doth not the event alfo anfwer the wotd as to 
that particular way and method, how error (hould 
be propagated, which is, there clearly foretold, by 
fijbtil undermining, under the pretext of liberty, with 
Plaufible mfinuations ? fo that we muft fay,not only as 
tathe matter,but with all thefe difcernable tokcns,evcn 
upon the manner, the word is made out.— 3. Do 
*e not find, this (hould be a judgment on men, who 
receive not the Iroe of the truth ; and that after (bu- 
rning times of the Church, when he who rideth on 
white horfe, is gone forth, the bUck for ft and 
bts rider doth quickly follow ? And trul> it is feen, that 

n J k t,mC ° f h(Utcl1 P erfecutions i <he Church hath 
no* teen fo much troubled with this adverfcry, as 

when 
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vhen Die did begin to get reft, and moft of outward 
liberty, nor yet fo at the firft breaking out of tbeGof- 
pel, a* after fome time of its continuance.— 4. Doth 
not the event likewife thus anfwer the word, that in 
the breaking out of herefy in the Church, a fpirit of 
error, the depth and mighty working cf Satan 
fliould be feen ; which I am Cure is undeniable, how 
manifelt the interpofing of thefe powers of darknefs is 
therein, if we confider, I* Its marvellous difpatch 
and growth y like a plague, and the arrow that flieth 
by day.— -2. With what a d ifcernable /wry and vio- 
lence men are thus driven, as with an impetuous cur- 
rent j yea, oft a change on their very natural temper 
is feen moft evidently.*- -3. Thofe monftnus and 
horrid things, which are oft brought forth, may 
ihew whofe hand is in fuch a birth, —4. That ufuat 
tendency, that at laft error hath to loofentfs in predict 
which as it poifoneth the fpring, and corrupteth the 
leading faculty, the judgment, fo we fee, it moveth 
towards the vital ipirits, and doth influence the con- 
vcrfation ; and the leprofy in the head breaketh forth 
in blaina through the whole body, —5, And do we 
not fee how many grofs and profane have been earn- 
ed away at fuch a time, how few have power to ftand, 
but are ftill carried from one ftep to another I And 
it is clear, the world did never put out its rage fo much 
againft that way y as it hath done againft the truth, 
except when fome outward intereft maketh it a 
quarrel, ■ 

io* Thefe great /bakings and commotions, that *j* 
to attend the Gofpel* when it cometh in power to a land 
may alfo feem ftrange, yea, are ready to make many 
ftumble. Bat is not the word verified herein, what 
great ftirs and troubles did exercife the Church after 
great light in pouring out of the fpirit ? Joel. 2. 29- 
We may there like wife fee, how this giveth the 
World an Alarm, maketh the Kings and great 

ffltn 
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mm of the earth run together, to hinder the rifing of 
Chrift's Kingdom, PfaL 2. 3, Lit us break his 
hands* &c. For truly in all ages ChriiVs rifing in thq 
Gofpel hath caft a terror to its enemies, that 
this fhould be their fall and ruin. When the Apoftle 
hath an effectual door opened in his miniftry, he 
hath alfo much oppofition thereto. But on the other 
hand, all is trill and quiet, while the ftrong man doth 
keep the hot*fe t Yea, it is clear from the word, that 
where the Gofpel cometh there is a red flag hung 
forth, that if men will not receive the fame, andfub- 
jeft to him who rideth on the white horfe, one (hall 
come after, whofe work is to take peace from the 
iarth, to put the world in a flame, and to accom- 
plifh the judgment of a defpifed gofpel - 9 who ih«ll 
divide betwixt the hufband and wife, the parents 
and children : wherein our bleft Lord Jefua is c.<- 
prefs, Matth t 10. 34. I come not to fend peace m 
the earth, hut rather a fivord. Which might feerti 
ftrange from him j but it is to tell men, if they will 
not embrace the offer of bis peace, they fhall njt 
have peace among themfelves* For the meflage of tie 
gofpel muft either be the beft, or the worft fight, tlut 
ever a land had, 

IE, This may feem ftrange- how in all ages men of 
greate/f parts and learnings are fuch ufual eppofers (f 
truth ; yea, how the moft fober and calm will 
even appear violent in their way, 1 the more the gofp:l 
is followed with power. But, O ! how well 
doth this anfwer the fcripture i For the wifdm *f 
this world is enmity to God, — - I Cor, 3. 19. A'** 
many wife according to the Hejh, comparatively 
With thefe who Ime the truth.— Of all the beafis J 
the field was not the ferpent Satan's choice ? and if 
there be an Achitophel in the time, at him he will 
have a fpecUl p U U j to fuch the fimplkity of the gof- 
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pel is foelifhnifs \ whereat they ftumble ; to fuc& 
Ghrift is a rock of offence. We find, the light doth 
torment them that dwell in the earth f will caufe men to 
klafpheme* and difcover that which would not appear, 
whiift they got leave to enjoy their fmful peace 
without disturbance. 

il.Thofi ftrange judgments which may fometimes 
hfalthe Saints in their tutward kt> yea, fometimes 
attended with fome very ajleni/hing circumftances 9 
would at the firft look put men 10 a ft and, and to chal- 
lenge the holy way of God. But let us weigh it in 
that ballance of the Scripture, and we will find, 
f. That fuch hath been the complaint of the Saints, 
the Lord's winding them with the wound of a cruel 
m ; what a ftrange query is that in Lament %* 1Q* 
Behold, and cmfider, u whom thou halt done this! 
Jhail the ivomtn eat the fruit of their womb ? fhall m 
Preft and Prophet he fain in the fanslttary of the Lord? 
yea, did it not even 10 Solomon feem ftrange,£«/^. 8* 
14. That there are juft men to whom it happeneth ac- 
cording t$ the work of the wicked! %, It looked like 
fomc ftrange ft rote* which forced David to this 
complaint, mf enemies cafi iniquity en me f and fay an 
evil difiafei or as the original readeth it, a thing 01 
Belial'; deavetb to him, We find, Jofms fell by the 
fword ; Eli y with one ftroke, hath his fons killed, 
his Daughter-in-law dying, and himfelf falling from 
his feat, and breaking his neck; yea Aaron hath 
both his fons killed before his eyes, by an immediate 
ftrofcc from the Lord. 3. The word doth alfo ftew, 
there is no jar betwixt this, and the tenor of the Cove- 
nant, which God haib made with his people, to 
punijh their tranfgrtjfm with rW;,yca, fometimes by a 
ftrange rod, while he taketh nu bit loving ktndmp from 
thm. And do we not find, that a profitable trial 
may attend the faints, which the world wouia 
think a dreadful judgment i for great fuffenngs 

may 
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may be ordered of the Lord, to give fome great ex- 
amples thereby ; we have heard of the patience of 
Job) and have feen the end of the Lord* 

'3- Thegroft falling of thofe who have fometimes 
fhinedwith muchluftre in the Churchy may bcaftonifti- 
ing : but here alfo we may fee the fcriptureirwje Qut, 
for it is dear, Firft, that few inftances of tnejproft 
eminent of the Saints, we have on Scripture-record^ 
but there is fome particular fpot and blemifli alfo noted, 
a Noah, Lot 9 Mefes and David^ yea, under the new 
Teitament that, great Apoftle t whofe denyal of hi* 
vmafter is fet forth, to {hew how far fome may fall, 
whomgrace will again reftore, and make up, 2. It 
jis there clear, that fome of underftanding do fall foe 
ajudgmentto others ; that fuch who will f tumble % 
whofe prejudice at the way of God is their choice* 
may thus further fall and be broken*™ 3, The bleft 
meaning and intend hereof we may there alfo read to 
Alarm men to watchfulnefs, that fuch who ftani 
may take heed left they fall ; to warrant alfo their ad- 
venturing on the;raa of God, that none fliould fear 
to come in after fuch eminent examples. 

14. The contingency of events^ that we fee many 
things in fuch a cafual way fall out in the world, as 
by chance only, without the rational conduct of 
providence (which doth infallibly dired things to a 
certain end ) this might at the firft look, put men to 
a ftand, yea, would feem to give Atjietfh fome fha- 
dow to fay, How doth God fee, or doth the God of 
Jacob regard ! But upon a more ferious enquiry, fet- 
ing the word over againft it, O what a fweet exercifc 
'hotiU it be to conlidery— 1. That though the provi- 
nce of God, in things here beneath, moveth futa- 

to the nature of Inferior caufes,whither necefiary, 
toe, or contingent, not vioiencing them, or other- 
Ms mating ufeof them but according to their 
nature, fo that though the event be neceflan- ^nd 
I infallible 
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infallible, with a refpeft to the firft caufe, the deter- 
mined counfel of God, it is neverthelefs contingent 
in refpeft of its near ill eaufe ; yet, this alfo on the 
other hand is clear, how thefe fmallcft and moft ca- 
fual motions do certainly fall under that comprehen- 
toe rakh of providence, that even a fparrow falletb 
775? % the ground by guefs j Rebecca cometh not 
with her pitcher to the weIl,norRft/A to glean in Boaz's 
field at an adventure : but in thefe the providence of 
God muft reach lis end, and cannot mifcarry,-— 2. 
That thofe things which to us would feem moft 
cafuaf, we oft fee in their tendency and product have 
been intended by the Lord, as a fpecial means for the 
promoting of hh glory ; wherein fuch a wonderful meet- 
ing and uniting of things, in themfelves moft remote, 
for that end, may be truly difcerned, that if prejudice 
do not (hut mens eyes, they muft confefs, this can be 
no blind chance but fome high counfel, and conduct of 
the fame. What would look more contingent, than 
thitAbafuerus was indifpofed toflecp,and could have* 
no reft in the night ? Or that a rcfleaion of the furi 
upon the waters, fhould make them appear as blood 
to the Children of Moab ? But we fee what great 
things theLord is thus bringing about^Is it not oft ma* 
nifeft how not the fmallejl cafuality,or circumftance, 
providence doth pafs without fome improvement there- 
of ? yea, that it guideth the ftroke of a mans fworf 
in the battel, and direfteth the bullet to its appoint- 
ed mark, and doth evidently check the ftar*, and 
control that fatal neceffity, which \ve are ready to fear 
may or will follow their afpea, and doth even deter- 
mine thofe which in themfelves are moft free H aDio- 
lute, the heart and will of man ! Muft not the crow- 
ing of the cock,&the foldiers dividing of Chnft s J* } 
ment* fall out for an accompltfbment of the ^V*™ 
And tho' it wes at a venture, that that man drew iff 
bow, which fenc dkah to his grave, yet it was r» 
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chance did direct the arrow between the very joyntt 
of his armour.— 4. Amiclft the various emergents and 
hazards of mens life, may not experience tell, that 
furely things contingent are not abandoned to for- 
tune, but there is a providence, which doth number 
cur hairs, & without which they cannot fall to the 
ground ! O how aftonifhing may it be, to think how 
furprszing hazards have been oft obviated ; By what 
unexpected means men have been delivered from 
violent aflauhs V how help unlocked for hath even 
come in at an extremity, yea, while their foot 
was flipping even betwixt their falling, and fall, 
they have Deen furprized with fome remarkable caft 
of mercy.— - 5, Is it not eafy to difcern, how many 
accidents which feem moft cafual, yet by no humane 
prudence or induftry can be prevented, but are obfer- 
vably brought about and guided to fulfil the threat- 
nings of the word on ungodly men ! How was Sifera 
led in to the houfe of Jael, by other places ! How 
would Hamate fuit for Mordecai's death, fall in 
with that very morning, when the King's thoughts 
wire favourable to him \ for it might feem, had 
Hman been one day fooner, he would have got hia 
Will. 

(1 } This is a grave and ferious fubjecT:, and in fuch 
0 dayjhvuld be much Rudied, when fo many are rea- 
dy to quarrel at the way of the Lord, and out of eve- 
ry thing fuck poyfon, when prejudices are now fo 
Jjntvcrfally abounding againft the truth : that we may 
fee what a witmfs there is, even in the moft dark and 
attoriifhing fteps of providence, to the truth and faith* 
jxhtji of God 1 yea how great a confirmation we 
aiay thence have of cur faith, in fuch {baking times, 
whiift we fee how thefe are fpecial grounds againS A- 
J'fm, and a moft convincing refutation of the lame, 
are fo much made ufeoftoftrengthen men in 
I z tint 
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that way* I know the holy fovtreignty of God 1 
ftiould teach us to adore and keep filence, when we \ 
cannot fathom the depths of providence 1 and on this I 
great fatisfying truth we mould ftay, and fix our [ 
ielves, when things feem ftrange to us, He is the Lord , 
and with him there is no unrighuoufhefs. It is fure, the l 
condition of the damned in hell takes not off that ob- \ 
ligation to declare his faithfulnefs, and adore his r 
unfpotted juftice : but O then it would ceafe to be I 
hell, if fuch a bleiTed frame could have a being there. I 
However, it is a neceftaryand concerning duty, when t 
a matter feems too hardfor us to underhand, to enquire 
in the fanftuary ; there is a warrantable fearch after 
the works of God 'that we may know them. Now 
befides thofe inftances which have been already men- 
tioned, I would yet further touch fome few {reps of 1 
the providence* of God, with a fpecial refpecl to h 
this prefent time % which may feem very ftrange, and be I 
amazing \ but when bro't to that teft of divine truth, 
Will be found a moft fatisfying confirmation thereof* 

1 , It may feem ftrange, to fee the Church tf 
Chr ifl this day fo univerfalfy brought lm 9 andln c . 
fuffering condition, whilil the whole earth btfidtsts 
at fuch reji and quiet : that if we now look any where £ 
abroad, affliction and contempt from men is feenm 
a very great meafure, to attend the profeflion ot . 
crodliiiefs, but more efpecially the power thereof i I 
yea that almoft in every place the Church would b 
feVm to be upon a decay and a declining, rather than I 
in an advance. I confefs, this may caufe great tho » I 
of heart, when we confider that ineftimable value, | 
he whafe the Church is, hath put thereon ; whati 
glorious things are fpeken of her in the word, efpeci-^ 
ally with a refpea to the latter days : and we have r 
judged fl humbly think with a fafc warrant) tnii 
cl PftouM he a folernn time of fulfilling thofe p«r ■ 
"mlfc^ , which yet oqipt at a more unmrjal ra, "2| 
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and enlargment of the Church of Chrift ; yea, that 
in fo great a meafure we have feen fome begun per- 
formance thereof, and therefore fhould conclude, the 
Lord's work herein cannot halt, until it be at the full 
height and at the perfect day, Shall I bring to the birth 
and net caufe to bring forth? faith the Lord. Shall 1 caufe 
to bring firth,, & jbut the womb ? faith thy God. #66. g. 
But let us go in to the Scripture, & there enquire con- 
cerning this, and we will-find,--- 1. How ih^r Church 
and the World, in that intereft of theirjoy & grief, as 
well as other interefts, are ftated in a moft direft op- 
pofi;nn. Jth. 16, 20. Verily, fakh Chrift, ye fhall 
lament and weep., hut the zuirld (hall rejorfe It 
lhould not be expected, thofe can be at reft together j 
fince the trouble and fuffering Of Lhe Church, it is a 
part of the world's eafe and quiet. What a folernn 
jubilee docs that caufe to her adverfaries, when 
thev fee before them the dead todies of the wit* 
neffts of Chrift ! Revelat. II, 10. No fi^ht 
more rcjoycing to. fuch, becaufe thefe are they 
wk> torment them who dwell in the earth. But 
when once the truth carts off her fackcloth, and the 
witness recover their feet ; O what a terror 
doth this caufe ! They are pain'd, yea, jtheir eyes 
ready to confume in their eye-holes with bi t tern efs anil 
anguifh, that they have* been at fo fore work, and 
done fo much againft the Church, and yet cannot un- 
do her. —*2, Should this be more ftrange now, than 'i 
at that time when the city of Sbufan and whole feed 
of the Jews were in perplexity, whilft the King and 
Hainan fat down to fcaft, and rejoice over fuch a 
threatned ruin ; for this feem'd to ftrikc at the root 
of the Church univerfal ! And was not that a broad 
and dark cloud t when this was*writ in the Lamenta- 
tion of the Church, Zion is a wildemefs, andjerufa- ' 
lem a deflation ; yea y could find no reft, n& comforter 
any where ! Lam % i, 16, 17. But if fuch aprovi-, 
I 3 dence 
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dence fccm ftrange, Ibat the Church now at this day 
fliould be with fo violent and universal a ftorm run 
down, when fo great things are promifed, let ua 
confidcr bis way^ who by the greateft downcafting and 
traits ufeth to bring about the moft remarkable mer- 
cies j and do we not know^the Devil appears with 
gnatefi wrath, and raifeth the foreft florins, w hen he 
knows that bis time is fartjb--2. If wc confu!t the 
Scripture, we fhall find, il»dverfaries of the Church 
have an hour which is thetQ hour, and the power of 
darknefs 5 for their funfliine is indeed a black and dark 
time^nd then is there a ftrange attonifhing concur- 
rencewoutward advantages on their fide ; fur they 
are thus eftabljfhed for judgment and the wind muft 
ferve, and the tide make, until that that work in their 
hand be fulfilled. They could never have been fuch a 
a rod on the Church, if they were not appointed of 
the Lord for the fame. Yea, is it not obfervablc, 
wbilft this their hoar continues, there is then a power 
af darknefs 1 fuch a rime, when that hath an unufual 
force, and would feem to carry all before it, hath 
then a marvelous quick difpatch in its fpreading from 
one place to another, to make a dark ni$ht y where 
the Gofpel fometimes hath had a bright day ! Yet we 
fee how fuch a ftrange darknefs hath but its bourns to 
the prevalence thereof, even a fet time for the 
C.mrches trial; and it is fuch an eclipfe, were it ne- 
v*r fo univerfal, that muft go over at its appointed 
period, and give place to light, before which thedark- 
nefs can no longer ftand ; and then it fhall be faid to 
her,who had almoft abandoned herfeif to forrow 5 ^r//i 
and Jhine^ for thy light is come^ and the glory of the Urd 
is rifen. 4, Why mould we be amazed at this where 
we may read fo clearly fomething of the Lord's dfjig n y 
even by fo fore and univerfal a ftrcak to appear in bis 
glory/ Pfal 102. 16. and thus raife bis Church 

with an unfpeaiabte advantage by fuch a faffM 

rum 1 



of the Scripture. 175 

ruin! The Scripture 4s in this very manlfeft, that 
when the Lord is about Tome great building, and hath 
fome excellent piece of work to raife up, a great deal 
of rubbifli and breaking down ufeth to go before. 
Is it not thus alfo he makes the fuffering graces of his 
Spirit in his people fhine forth j that here thtfaitb and 
patience of the Saints may be witnefled ! yea, fhould 
we not know there is in every age a filling ttp of the 
Offerings of Chri& in lk people, and a teflimony 
thus required to his trutJQ which the great witnefs 
himfelf did once feal and confirm with his blood* 
even he who before Pontius Pjlate gave a good con* 
feffion, and through all ages even to theclofe At! me, 
there muft not want fome witnefles to the fame! It is 
known, how fome times of the Church arc beyond 
others made remarkable for fuffering : but it is no lefs 
clear, that in thefe times alfo the truth hath had the 
greateft victory, and .herein a moft fpeciai clearing 
up of fome truths, which the world bath molt fludjed 
to darken. Thus we fee fome ages of the Church 
may have a larger part of this icftimony aili^ned, 
Yta> das remark may not only be of fome dilFerent 
Jot and fervice affigneci to particular ages, but to 
particular Churches alfo.— 5. If we enquire about 
this at the Scripture, we fliall find alfo fome re- 
markable propwtion y that the turning again of the* 
Churches captivity hath to her former bondage. Read. 
Ifc* 49. 19, 20. and 55* 13. Jer, 3L 39. And you 
nuy fee what an ample reftoration is there, 
which as with a meafuring line is made to an- 
swer in breadth and length to her former calamity, 
We find ZiorCs rejoycing, when her time of re- 
frf/bment comes from the prefena of the Lord % muft 
f each all her mourners, and be as univerfal as 
°&ce the caufe of lamentation was, IfaL 66, 
Is it not fuch an hour fometime with the 
*-hurch a that a refreftiing report is np where to be 
I 4 , heard, 
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heard, but the tidings of the next day add more 
grief to.the former days forrow ? Yet hath not fuch 1 
a time quickly followed, wherein the Church might I 
fay, The Lord hath encreafed her great nefi> and com- 
farted heron every Jide ! And hath had a fpringand re- I 
viving upon the return of the Sun, as univerfal, as I 
her decay and withering once was thjrough the dead J* 
winter, Ifai. 51. 3. And^ truly, whilft we con- 
fider the time in which we are now fallen, how the 
Chuich of Chrift is every wnere low, and in a moft j 
langu ifliing condition, jfntichriflianijm now upon , 
a formidable growth, as if there wae an univerfal 
confpifacy to return again to Babylon^ and if we 
will enquire hereabout at the Scripture, as we fee this 
fad decay, we may thence conclude a certain delive- 
ry : Yea, that even by a day of vengeance the Lord 
can bring about the year of his redeemed. I humbly 
think, we may with a fafe Scripture-warrant judge, 
that fo univerfal a decay, fuch a great overfpeading 
cf darknefs over the reformed Churches through the 
whole World, may give us ground to believe fuch a 
breaking out alfo of the Gofpel, and of tbt knowledge 
cf the Lord, that (hall be of as large extent, even to ( 
the filing of the earth therewith^ as the waters cover 
the fea t It will not be a particular fhower and fun- 
fhineof refrefhing influences on fome Church, It 5 
will not be the reviving of the work of God in thefe 
nations, I muft think, will anfwer fo broad a cloud, and 
fo univerfal a vaftation and lamentation through the 1 
whole Churches of Chrift : But we may according 
to the Scripture look on this as a part of the laft and P 
moft remarkable aflault, that the Church univerfal 
fliall have from Antiehrifl, before that full ftroke | 
on the feat ofthehtafi ; Yea, that this is a very pro- 1 
mifing forerunner thereof. For when this party feems I 
now to get up, and begins to move war, we have 
furc ground 10 believe his further falling thereby, and 
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that every new aflault which that grand adverfary 
makes upon the Church ; fcall fo- far put for- 
ward her intereft, and haften his own ruin. Bltjfed are 
they who are helped in this dark hour to watch and 
wait until the vifion break out, for it will affu redly fpeai 
in the appointed time. 

i 2. Thefe Jhort breathings of the Church, now 
under the New Teftament, may feern alfo Grange, 
that we fee her funfhine fo quickly darkned with 
clouds,and followed with dowers j that any lucid in- 
terval me enjoys, wants not long a new ftorm. We 
fee this very clear, what hath been theufual lot of the 
Church univerfal through all the' times of the gofpel, 
how fore toflid and overclouded, her reft of fhort 
continuance : and as to particular Churches, is it 
not a fmall period of time, which ufethto be betwixt 
one affault and another ? So that they draw but a little, 
their breath for fome new trial, I confefs this would 
be puzling, if fuch a piece of divine providence wc 
fhould effay to unriddle without the Scripture ; but 
we have the word near us, where we may fee the 
fate and condition of the Church under the Gofpel, 
the moft remarkable fteps in her Way, thofe lharp 
aflaults and fliort breathings fhe was to expecl, moft 
clearly foretold and held forth ; yea by eonfulting 
this blefTed record, we will find thefe.— *. That a 
more continued and fixed reft* than that which may 
be feen hitherto in the Church's condition, could not 
well be reconciled with the Scripture. There was 
indeed a great breathing, a moft remarkable ccfla- 
tion under Conflantine*s reign, after a ftorm of fome 
ages continuance j but O how lhort ! And it is faid 
8, I. There was ftlence in heaven for half an 
hour. I would here offer fome remarks about the 
Way of the Lord in this.-(i.)That the crofs and much 
afEiftion, we find, have a more peculiar refped to the 
difpeniation of the gofptl 9 than the times of the law i 
J 5 and 
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and this is fpeciallfy fuited thereto, To go through 
many trihtlatitnt. It is very confentaneous to a 
greater manifeftation of grace under the New Tef- 
tament, that greater and more frequent trials for 
its exercife fliould alfo be let forth,— fa.) We find, fuch 
fore and ufual aflaults are not only futed to the moft 
ixtelient condition of the Church in regard of fpiri- 
tualprmledges, but do often befall the moft neetU 
Uni of the faints. Read Hehtx, 32, (3,) This remark 
ufeth not to fail, how every particular Church, be- 
sides thefe ordinary changa and tom^gs in her lot, 
hath alfo fome more folemn remarkable trials and 
ibme great aflault beyond others, and accordingly 
hath fome more Angular breathings and fun-£linkt 
Jutted thereto.- -(4*) We cannot find any fuch calm 
and breathings which hath not been very Jbort } if we 
turn back and trace the hiftory of the Church in 
former times, but the douds ham returned quick- 
iy after the ram ; yea, we may obferve how the 
moft excellent Princes and Magiftrates, under whom 
the Church hath had fome fweet repofe, have beer* oft 
in a very ftiort time taken away, and have but Jived 
a few yean,— 2, If we wonder at fuch a piece of the 
Lord's way, why his Church is thus toffed, doth 
not the Scripture (hew what need flie hath to be 
implied from vtjfel to veffel - f a long calm being no 
lefs her hazard, than a iharp ftorm ; and more caufe 
©ft to watch over her outward reft, than weep over her 
trouble and toffings. Oh how oft hath theChurch loft 
more by a few years peace, than a Jong continued war ! 
yea, the neceffity of a Aiarp winter, for her recovery, 
hath been fo difcernable ere it came, that if it were not 
for the downbearing of truth, and fliaking of the faith 
of the faints, the continuance thereof might be almoft 
wiflied as her advantage, at leaft is to be quia:U- fub- 
mitted unto, "-3. Doth not the Scriptur e al lb wit- 
ntfs that continued lafting quarrel^ which is tetwixt 

the 
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the tfWJ and the Churched is perpetuated from ge- 
neration to generation, that time cannot wear it out; 
fo that if ftie had not fo great a party for her, and an 
immediate fupport from heaven, we might find more 
caufe to wonder (he yet breaths, than to afk why her 
breathings are fo fliort, when there is fo great a pow- 
er againft her IO if the Church had not this to an* 
fwer oil the mefenfert of the nations , about her fecu- 
rity, That the Lord bath foundtd Ztfff, fure that 
long-breathing deflgn for fo many ages fiiould^at 
laft have taken place, even to the razing of her 
foundation.--^ It is clear the moft fingular fellow 
Jhip y and free accefs thereinto, with Jtfus Chrijt 
on the earth, is by the crofs, and in that way wtt- 
Hefted ; that it muft befaid, if fuch afflifling times did 
Dot oft return upon his people, there would be a fliut 
door betwixt the Church and a large part of the 
Bible, both as to its meaning, and as to its full 
- breafts of confolation. Are there not moft fweet re- 
frefhing truths there, which the godly cannot 
reach fo near & feeling a converfe with, in an outward 
calm, a* under fome fharpeft wreftlings ! O what 
an excellent commeruaiy hath a fufftring time given 
upon thefe, beyond all that ever was written, on 
fuch a truth of the Scripture, Perfected, but not 
forfaken, cafl down^ but not de/lroyed, as forrtztful t 
yet always rejoicing. And tlms, we fee h -w in our 
ftumbling at fuch a providence, we err net knowing 
the Scriptures, and miftake our own mercies.—- 
5, Whilft we fee thofe wort intervals, which have 
fo ufually been under the New Teflament, be- 
twixt one trial of the Church and another, and the 
caufe thereof fo clear from the word j let us alfo con- 
fider what warrant there is yet to expeel, before the 
end a more folemn and rtmarkablt time ef the 
Church's Enlargement 3 th^t not only lhall be very 
uoivcifol in its'extentj but a moie lafting and conti- 

ntiMl 
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Jiued reft from the violence of the world, than hath 
formerly been ; which I humbly judge, on clear Scrip- 
ture grounds, we are to believe upon the coming of 
that full ftroak on Babylon^ and thofe folemn efpou- 
fals of the Jtwijh Church to Chntt, which feerro to 
'be the moll remarkable period of that time appoint- 
ed for the Church's reign. And though this will not 
want fome (harp trials, and 'a mixture of outward 
trouble, j et we find no ground from the Scripture, 
after the di ("cuffing of Antkbriji and the throwing 
down of the Turktfo empire, for any remarkable in- 
(erruption and overclouding, or that the Church 
flull have *ny great affault until that final gather- 
ing of the world and her forces together, to the laft 
battel of the Lamk 

3* Is not this a ftrange remark likewife, which is 
lb ufual a complaint through the Church, that with 
a greater increefe of light and knowledge there is 
fe n a vifible waring §ut of life and pewtr ; and now ; 
in thefe more knowing times, there fliould be fo 
much ground to fay,tendernefs and the fcrious exercife 
of Godlinefs is more worn out, and in a further 
decay, than in the times of greater ignorance: Jet us 
but look through the jeformed Churches at this day, 
and then turn home to our felves, and we fliaU find 
this remark toofadJy verified ; how after a great in- 
creafe of knowledge, the truths of God in fuch a 
meafure cleared beyond former ages, it may be faid, 
Oh whither is the life and power ofgodlincfs gone, 
211 J that fervour which once fo convincingly appeared 
in following the Lord. We know, there is a fweet 
agreement betwixt the Chriftian's light and life, 
which have a mutual fubferviency to each other, 
# and >et to fee fo fad a jar this day, and fo little pro- 
portion the one hath to the other, may put us 
with aftoniftmcnt to a ferious inquiry thereabout j 
but the fcripture is clear and makts it plain, if we will 

confider. u 
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eonfider. I. That there is a time of a people's efpsw 
fals to the Lord, and then the kindnefs of thtir youth 
and a remarkable time of /mis fcen. Jer, 2i« 2, WheA 
their affedion will be aloft after him ; yea, fuch a 
folemn period of the Church's condition may be feen, 
when it hath not reached that light and knowledge, 
as after ; but do we not alfa find, how rare it is for a 
•people, to hold up at that rate and meaiure in their life 
and love, which at fuch tipies hath appeared, what- 
ever advance there may be as to light : Thence we 
find the Church's holding up with the nam and pro- 
feflion ofgodlincfs Rev. 3. 2, when very fore fpent 
in her life ; yea, this decay oft upon fuch an unfen- 
fible growth, that it will be hard to get fuch convinced 
thereof, and remember whence ih t y are fallen .—2 if 
we will aft at the fcripture, it will aifo {hew that 
judicial tendency, which light not imporvtd hath to a 
further hardening ; how under the gofpel men may 
be made deaf with hearing, for judgment am J com* 
w the world, faith Chrift. Job. 9, 39, which hath 
that effeft, that thofe who fee Jbould he made blind. 
Lightisfurelyoneof the greateft talents ofthe Church, 
and brings with it either a remarkable gain, or lofs ; 
nothing fo dreadful as this, when it is abufed, O at 
What a rate doth it run down and flupify the confer- 
ence ! that thus men are not only more deadned, but 
'•Kome the more dead and blind that they were once 
enhghtned. -3, May we not thence know how this 
is one of theDm/'sgreateft engines he makes ufcofL 
to turn men's light againft their life and tendernefs, 
even to tneite them, from" that excellent difcoveryof 
tr**™«*/GW,unto wanit>nmf w Jud. 4. and thus 
elUy an agreement betwixt light and darknefs, O 
what a dreadful poyfon muft that be ! which can im- 
oitterfo excellent a flrearn, and turn fo choice and 
quickemng a mean of our fpiritual life, to be deflruc- 
thereto! that we fee knowledge, whofe true 

and 
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and native tendency is to humble and abafe, being 
thus impoifoned do's woik the contrary effeft, even 
to /well men and puff them up ; to oppofe thofc gifts 
againft the Church, which are given of the Lord for 
its edification, and for defence of the gofpcl ! Thus 
we find it clear, when light hath made a further ad- 
vance in the Church, the Devil is there at work to 
deftroy love, by many bitter, contentious Debates, 
where the intercft may be oit feen more perfunal, to 
wit, men's repute and credit, than the intereft of God 
and his truth. 1 am far from any intended reflection 
on that grave and neceflary duty of appearing in de- 
fence of the truth, and men's Bating themfelves in op- 
pofition to thofe who are its adverfaricsIB; a quarrel, 
wherein they (hould know neither friend nor brother : 
for this is to ftand in the breach, when it is aflaulted, 
to contend for the faith. O blefled contention, where 
fuch with that excellent man Melanchton can fay, 
Non queer* gloriam propriam, fedvtritatem.— Though 
this is a very fad and threatning fymptom that night 
is coming on a Church where the light Ihincs, but 
thenar and warmin? influence thereof is gone ; yet 
here is a riddle, wc find the Scripture do's wonderfully 
unfold, l ow the Lord makes things bring forth con- 
trary effecls, and caufes a remarkable confutation, that 
feems to reach the Church in her inward and vital 
parts, rcfolvein an overflowing with right eoufnefs. If. 
10.22. yea, thus lets us fee a people fo far fpent in 
life and fpirituality, that the things which remain 
are ready to die, whilft even there, the Lord is 
purfuing their recovery. It is herein he makes his 
grace marvellous, to order bis people's raifing to be 
from fo low a ftcp of their condition, and caufe hrs 
Church when bro't to zfma 11 remnant, to take root down- 
ward^ bring forth fruit nf^rdAfyi^U It would 
feem a ftrange connexion, but not itrangc to the 
grace of God, PL IC2. that the timt ef bis fa* 
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vouring, Zion even that Jet time, {hould find her in 
0 heap of ftones and rubbijh ; yea, that a reviving and 
the breaking out of her day begins there with the weep- 
ing of her friends over her ruins, 1 (hall further 
add, with refped to the pr/y>/j; time, we may believe 
on very fure grounds, that godlinefs and the power 
thereof will yet break out in the world, though it 
were at the lowcft ebb, yea, as at its la(l breathing ; 
that little fpark now under, afhes muft affuredly revive 
and blow up to a flame ; yea, fend forth its heat 
to warm the nations ; For on folid grounds we 
may thus reafon, if fuch a death- like decay had a 
refpeft only to fome particular Church, and if this 
withering, abatement and Janguifhing of the exercife 
of grace, were confined but to a corner, it might 
be a fad prefage, that their fun, when fo far de- 
clined and gone down, were near to the fctting : but 
fioce this feems to be a confumption ever the whole 
earth, a matter of lamentation and a fpreading com 
plaint, through the whole reformed Church, we 
may look on it as a very promifing ground, of confi- 
dence and hope of a recovery for if that be fure, the 
Church untverfal cannot die under fuch a difeafe, it 
is alfo f\ixt,tbis ficknefs is not unto death; yea, fo remark- 
able an oppefuion to the power of godlinefs, as is this 
day through the world, we may judge a very re- 
frefliing prefage of fome, more univerfal out breaking 
of the fame, wherein God will be feen by fome 
blcfTed furprifal in a very immediate way r for there 
is hope of this tree, which in a fpecial way be had 
himfelf planted, that it fhall grow, though now cut 
down, by the fcent of waters, even by the river the 
Jlrtams whereof makes glad thtcityof God ; which ' 
can in old age caufe her to bring forth fruit. O 
What life is the-e in the Church of Chrift, when it 
feems to be buried ! for Ihe is in the root, that cannot 
cry up) U herein mult his ptoraife & his peoples praife 
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meet, that her dry bones jbali purijh as agrtenherh, 
there can be now no lefs appeirance of this, than at 
that time when the Lord turned again the captivity of 
bis people, which was fo little expefted, Pf 126. that 
they knew not whether it was a dream, or real. It 
mav indeed be a very humbling difcovery, that we 
mull fay, our ruin is of our felvsi j yet mult it not ruin 
our hope, fince in thefe gnat things which the Lord 
hath done for the Church, tjie greatnefsof his power 
bath not been more clearly witnefled, than the free- 
dom and fovereignty of his^ra*, that men may fee, 
this is the Lord's doings and fhould be marvtllws in 
their eyes. 

4. May it not feem flrange, and be matter of afto- 
tufh mem, that the great men of the earth, and fuch 
vho fit in the place of judgment, are ufually found to 
be greateft adverjaries to the Church 5 yea, it is too 
wt\\ known, that magiftracy(fo excellent an ordinance 
cf God) hath been fo far perverted, that even under 
the Chrtflian Magiftrate the Church of Chrtft hath 
fwffered more fince firft breaking out than from any 
other quarter, this indeed may feem marvellous j I 
do not deny, there have been great men in the world, 
who have no lefs outfhined others in fervour and 
zeal for truth, than in their place and quality. But 
oh we may fay, an age brings forth few fuch ; and 
that which Sahiatt fays of his time, haih been a true 
remark in moft ages of the world, and too frequently 
feen, that the contempt upon religion by thofe who 
were in greateft power had this effeft,l/f mali cogan* 
t*r effe.nevilesbabeantur. I confefs this may caufc 
wonder, ( if we confider for what end the great Law-, 
giver hath defigned that ordinance ) how men fhould 
fo far counteract his intcreft, from whom they derive, 
their power, and for being fubfervient thereto have re- 
ceived it : fure the doarine of the Church of Lhn it 
can give no ground of quarrel: & its flrange thefefhouIJ, 
oped from others homage St fubje£tion,who turn the 
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feat of judgment to be a grievous yoke, and denv their 
fubje&ionfo avowedly to the great judge : 0 how 
lad is it, that none are oft fuch a terror to thegodlf 9 
fuch a fupport to evil dters, as Magiftrates, and the 
great men of the world fo ufually found to be the 
greateft examples of wickednefs ! This fliould indeed 
be matter of lamentation, yea, that thofe are oft im;s 
advanced, who have nothing to commend them, but 
fome advance beyond others in a higher meafure of 
impiety. But we muft go to the Scripture, and there 
inquire which will (hew, ( i. ) That it is not ftrange, 
though iniquity have a throne, under whofe fhadow 
mifchiefmay not only (belter, but come that length to 
bt fram'd into a law. Pf 94. 20. yea, it muft not 
be Grange, that the adverjaries of the truth be among 
the chief of the time ; which complaint we find 
Lam, 1.5. The world is not yet cured of that mad* 
nefsi of which the Prophet fpeaks with amazement, 
Pj\ 2. l. why the Kings and rulers of the earth jhuld 
attempt a vain things to ruin the Church, and make 
his decree void, who by his word created the world* 
We may fee, it is not of late the fervants of Chrift have 
been convened before rulers in defence of the truth, 
and have fuffered by the law, where the crime was, 
their adherence to the exprefs command of the great 
law-giver. Luk. 21. 12. It is alfo clear, the Kings of 
the earth for many ages haveamidft all their private 
differences with one confent agreed to make war with 
the lamby and give their ftrengih for upholding An- 
tichrtft ; yet is this nothing elfe, but what theSciip- 
ture hath foretold, Rev, 17. It was written of an 
excellent man in the days of Phocas^ that after fome 
humble expoftulating with the Lord, why hefetup 
fo vile a wretch in the higheft place of power that 
he had this return, quia non inveni pejorem. Herein is 
the way of the Lord unfpotted, how fad fo ever it be 
« it fclf, that thofe who fhould execute judgment for 
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the upprtfed, are in his holy difpleafure made the exe- 
cutioners of his judgments on men, and fliew them- 
felves tht greateft oppreffore (2.) If this be ftrange 
to us, do not the Scripture prevent our ftumbling, 
by a moft fweet and choice antidote, that when we 
fee the opprejfon of the poor , and fuch a wrathful af- 
pefl rulers ufually have on the Church of God, we 
/hould not marvel^ or be much moved thereat, e^en 
when we fee thofe whom death Jiath pluckt away, 
and with fhame rolled in the grave, ftill return with 
the fame refemblance in their fucceffors, and piety in 
all ages run down by power : For it is written, that 
he who is higher then the higheft doth regard the fame t 
Ecci 5, 8» O how far are they below God, yea, 
infinitely below him, who are higbeft among men ! 
hath not their violence and oppreflon of the Church 
him for a witnefs, whom they mull alfo have for a 
judge ? And the further they feem raifed above human 
reach, they lie more near to fome immediate flroak of 
a divine hand ; that when there is no reprover on earth, 
none there to give their cruelty againft the Church a 
check, he fits in heaven, who laughs them to fcorn ; 
which they fhall find to be fad earneft, when he 
fpeaks to them in his wrath, and vexes them in his fore 
difpleafure.— (3.) Does not the Scripture witnefs the 
Lord's bleflcd dtfign in this, to make his Church 
thrive another way, when Ihe is deftiture of the help 
and countenance of civil authority, and thus lead 
her in to him, who hath the key of Davids that opens 
end none can /hut, unto him who is a known refuge 
for the opprefftd ? It is here he declares himfelf tobe 
God, and the grcatnefe of his power who can keep 
fcer alive, and preferve his intereft in a deftroying 
flame, and under a cruel opprefling Magiftrate \ yea, 
thus caufe her to fourijb in his days, and have peace 
in his reign^ even under the grievous reign of her 
adversaries. Do we not likcwife find(jv*A. 9*360 the 

Church's 
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Church's diirrefs there and oppreffion from her ru- 
lers, makes them refolve in a more near tie and con- 
junction with God ? which is feen. in the laft verfe, 
And btcaufe of this we make a fun covenant y &c. O 
blefifed violence and oppreflion, that lands here, 
where the ftorm drives to fuch an anchor, as a further 
cleaving to the Lord, and furrender of themfeives to 
him !--(40 As the Scripture prevents men's Humbling 
at this ordinary fuffering of the Church under Magi- 
ftracy, it does alfo witnefs the Lord* s contending ve- 
ry remarkably again/} thefe on fuch an account ; and 
clearly fteweth, that no human greatnefs can fecure 
from him who cuts off the fpirit of Princes-, and is 
terrible to the Kings of the earth ; confider P/2, 9. and 
93, 4, It is here we may read the caufe of the chan- 
ges of Kingdoms and ftates, that are fo frequent in the 
world. Whatever influence perfonal interefh feem 
to have, there is a holy revenging God, and his arm 
made bare therein upon the quarrel of his Church 
that he may recompenfe tribulation to thofe who have 
troubled her. None needs wonder, that ftourifhing 
ftates are broken in luch a quarrel % to fee the fupreme 
head of the Church ( that in all things he m&ybavt 
the prehemintnet ) wound the head over many country 1 , 
and rule the natisns with an iron rod, yea, turn 
great men out of their grandeur and authority, and 
and throw them down : for the caufe is obvious, they 
keep no bounds and marches, with the Kingdom of 
Jefus Chrift, but will be over him- & invade his inter- 
eft, until he who muft reign, and have all dominion 
and power fubjefted to him, carry that war back 
upon themfeives, and ftand up againft fuch evil 
neighbours, for his own right 5 for which he will 
ftrlke thorough Kings in the Day of his wrath y yea, 
purfuc the race and feed of fuch oppreffors, the father 
and the children, as a ftanding quarrel from generation 
togcneration.«-(5 J It isfure a corrupt Magi firacy is one 
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of the great plagues of God on the worl 3 ; wherein his 
unfpotted righteoufnefs, and the provoking caufe from 
men, may be feen in the Scripture ; that when fuch 
Will throw off his ys&e, and quarrel with his autho- 
rity, in fubje&ion to which their liberty lies, they 
(hould have one more grievous, and unfufferable, 
wreathed on them, and be delivered up to the hands 
of fuch cruel exactors. . I muft here fay, the Lord do's 
vifibl v contend, by fuch a ftroke, with that exceffxve 
flattery and refpeA the nations gives their rulers, that 
blind obedience theyjgive, contrary to the exprefs will 
of the Law-giver, by a willing following of the com- 
mandment ; and thus writes that ftn on their judg- 
ment, that the hand of men (hould be heavy and 
fore on their own interefts, who can fo eafily comply 
with their oppreffion of the Church and invading the 
interefts of God, But here is no intended refle&ion 
on that divine ordinance of Magiftracy, whereon 
his image is fo vifibly imprefTcd ; though in all ages 
there hath been fad caufe to bewail the abufe of fo 
great a truft and power, and to fee it fo deftiuftive to 
the end for which it is defigned. 

5. This alfo feems ftrange and is a very making 
thir.2, to fee feme of greateli repute and eminency 
in the Churchy who have been Angularly ufeful to 
engue others in the way of the Lord, change their 
principles with the time, and turn at laft in. eppofi- 
tion thereto j yea, make it their work to caft down 
what once with great zeal they feemed to build \ I 
conftfs, this may give fad ground of (tumbling, and 
nothing Atheifm takes more advantage of, to queflion 
the tru'hof allReligion, whether there be any thing fur- 
ther than a humane interett in it, when men's light 
in the matters of God and the doclrme of Mini- 
fies are found fo crofs to thcmklves with the changes 
of the time. Blejfed are they who are not offended at 
Cbri/l becaufe of this s but let us confult the Scrip- 
ture, 
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ture, and then inftead of being (haken or brangled we 
ftall find this fuch a fpecial confirmation of the truth, 
that if it were not thus, men mit>hc rather queftion 
the fame. For, (i.Jj I Such a making trial is clearly 
ftretold, from crofs tides of Doftrine, that (hould be 
within the Church, Epb. 4. 14. yea, a warning givers 
of thofe who handle the word deceitfully, 2 Cor. 4, 2. 
by accommodating it to their private intereft and 
defign, and a corrupt Application thereof: for when 
men do once eftablifh the Conclufion before the pre- 
miiTcs, for compliance with a finful courfe, they arc 
then at work to wreft the Scripture by mifappl) ing it. 
2 Pet. 3. which is indeed to oppofe the truth againft 
it felf, and fute it to their biafs, that they may 
ulvc fuch a vifible opposition betwixt them and 
thcmfelves in their way and practice. And thus what 
ever/a/r (hew they make in the fiejh, they expofe the 
w ° rd ; and their parts and abilities in handling of it, to 
M (0 an accurfed fale and merchandize !) Now if 
^his feem ftrange and be /tumbling, that amongft the 
difpenfers of the myfteries of God, and of greateft re- 
pute in the Church, fuch mould be found, read 
2. Cor. 2. 17. And you will there fee the caufe why 
many corrupt the word, becaufe they are not in fin- 
cerity and as in the fight cfGti therein, which is 

ofChnft Oh ! The want of that candor and 
upnghtnefs of heart is a worm, which lies hid at the 
root of all their other parts, and as a dead corrupting 
«y m fo excellent a box of o } mment. Thus we may 
ee, this isfo far from being a caufe of ftumblin* at 
the truth, that it do's moft convincingly fulfil a °nd 
^d venfic the fame. ( 2. ) When we have fo fad a «f! 
covery .n the Church, have we not th,s antidote Ike- 
7hTrJ 0 UL hC Scr T TC > m t9l 'fl>* k <« *r moved 
Wwaded oftbt truth, that they quiet and fupport 

the 
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the foul, though we {hould be left alone in follow- 
ing duty. Tht teftimony of God is fure y and immo- 
vable ; and he is true % though all men Jhould be 
liars. Wc muft have the perfons of none in admira- 
tion which hath fo ufual a tendency to bribe the 
judgment, and betray the truth : but though an A- 
pofile or an Angel from heaven (hould come to op- 
pofc the Scripture of God, we ought in fo far to let 
bimbeaccurfed.---(2.) Here alfo is the holy counfel 
and defign of the Lord made known, that thofo who 
are approved may be made manifefl ; and fuch have 
an opportunity, to difcover themfelvcs, who turn 
cfide to crooked paths, and tread in the dark to ilie 
prejudice of the truth. Pf. 125. 5. They may dig 
very deep to hide their oppofition to God, not only 
from others, but even from themfclves : but pro- 
vidence herein hath a deeper reach, and enfnares them 
in the work of their own hands ; yea, doth thus 
bring them forth with the workers of iniquity, and as 
his grcateft adverfarics, who wound and betray his 
iotcreft under that maflc, and difguife of a friend, 
this is indeed a preventing mercy to the Church, 
whofe hurt and hazard hath been more from thefe 
who walk under a cover then any other party ; and 
hen is the counfcl of the Lord fhew'd, that when a 
piercing trial comes, which will go thorow the foul 
like a fword y the thoughts of many hearts may be 
then df covered. There is a falling in of many with 
the Church under a calm, who muft fall off with a 
ftorm. It 'is ftrange, to think how fmall the fir ft en- 
try of a further declining will be, when once there is 
a tendency and byafs that way,how hard is it to joynin 
a familiar correfpondence with the adverfaries of the 
truth without joyning in fome meafve with their 
way ; yea, it is/feen, thefe ufually are more enlna- 
red, then the adverfe party by any fuch tampering 
are bettered ; It is a fad truth, which is faidof &p»r* m 
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™ : P«Wrs devoured bis Jirength, yet hi hew it 

uLyflfj; ' - V° W °r der > When men c °™ the 
SfS a T ""I <ht * uth in ""tftioufnefs, and 
w hftand the giving of a teftimo n ; thereto when 
called that the next ftep be, fome" appearance a* 
WnflKU) Is »t not clear from the Scripture, that 
the righteous God doth thus rain fnareson Ln 
yea this is, one of the woes the world is under be- 
cause of offences ; for the fall and turning afide of 
fchMWtoikono^wUS they ufe n*{o 
tir Z "a C u thofe bccomc * Srf 

hps /hould preferve knowledge, whom the 
People are toconfult concerning the law an? SL 
be the greateft caufe of offence tbemf2es ? whJ c 
work is to ftrengthen and confirai i othe\s O 
what a fore plague is this on a poor Church when it 

«neie/r«« the faith, who were once in reoute nf a. 

nazard, more than any advantage the exercTe 

^HHKatizI 1 of [1 
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of thefe gifts can promife and the greater repute men 
walk under, where humility keeps not low, lays them 
the more near fome humbling ftroak, to bring them , 
low, ere they go off the ftage, that nofiefb may glory 
in his pre fence, i Cor. i . 26. We muft fay, the greateft 
Hero's in the Church of Chrift, who have mined, e- 
ven to their fetting, moll brightly, have been alfo the 
mod humblt.-{b.) As it is clear, there is no jar be- 
twixt the Scripture and this, but it is fo great a con- 
fmatm thereof, that it lh<»uld further ftrengthen and 
«ftabli(h us in the way of the Lord (io.r thtfallmgoff 
of fuch from the truth is a trial moft exprefly foretold, 
a nJaconvincingwitnefstothetru«hoftheScr^rc)fo 

this alfo muft be granted, that there are Mmjlerand 
2,5L in the Church of Chrift, in aU ages found 
fahhful to their Mailers intereft, who have been not 
Cly helped to con fefs the truth, and deliver the counfel 
y G od\o the World, but to w.tnefe the* ad 
Knee to and perfwafion of it by fufenng. O can the 
World debaters, that fuch in the worft of time M 
found to drive a treaty ofreconc,l 1 at l onb,m,xtC fcft 

Tnd deSe all from him, whether as to grace or, g J. 
hat therein they may return ,0 ^JJ;^* 
Wl improvement of their talent , wJoi«k«n t 7 
cannot be low, where he is exalted , the canno 
where the gain is his ; but in this dorh rejo.ee, to . 
tmlcreafl and hi, Kingdom on an 
Z dUfl and be darkened with the br,ghjn<6 

hiS 6 ir T B know this is an altonilhing thing [which 
Jo', pretend a caufe for ^W* »f«Vgj 
Ullked, and at what a rate under a p,cjetfej 
(oMinefi, and for Jo long a tmt nave u« 

ancc 
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fance of being ferious and /V/N/*r,yea,have thus perfo^ 
nated the walk of zCbri/l inn ,whom an after- difcovery 
hath proved, not in fome particular only, but in the 
main intereft of religion, to be without reality and 
truth. This may indeed feem ftrange, and be caufeof 
wonder, that men having the ufe of reafon fliould be 
at fo fore a toil, to hold up a form of godlinefs y and 
the external exercife of Chriftian duties, only for a 
form, who, might with another kind of facility 
and unfpeakable pleafure have reached both the (hadow 
and thefubftance,by being truly ferious : and it is fure, if 
fuch get not theimpreffionofaDeity razed out of the 
f<vj](wh:ch is impoffible) there muft be fometimes ter- 
xour in their approach to God ; though not in any fe- 
4T*/ retirements, (for this fhould be a piece of their 
torment,to come fo near'their confcience,and be alone 
with it, left it flee in their face) yet with others* 
when fuch a witnefs they have within, that it is 
their deliberate work,to deceive at once,the greatGod, 
. their generation, and their own foul ! But oh this is 
not more ftrange, than true; yea,many fuch pretenders 
arc, an d will be, within the pale of the vifible Church. 
And is there not a divine band raarvcloufly oft feen in 
rending that vail, and bringing thofe forth to the light* 
in fuch a way as may witnefs that this is from the 
Lord! Now there is no ground of challenge or reflection 
J>cre,on his holy & unfpotted way, or the reality of god- 
^ne| S) ,r we will but ferioufly enquire at theScripture ; 

nerc we have this ( i.) exprefly forbid, that men 
f ^& bavea firmofgodlinefs, and deny the power 

jJWMMr, defobeiitnu and unto every good 
T * r Tl haU - T,t - »• *»» ™- Yea, will come in 
of ,t ni ( ' > et herov ""^ vnkal Have not fome 
Xl \ Lhurch ' s . fta ^r trials been in fuch a way 

moft r CV ? u " der a fa, fefl"w - ? and have not the 
moit cruel perfecuters entered the ftage as fiie'.ds : 

K 7*t3 You 
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You know how the man of fin did firft ftep in ; was 
he not thus malked ? and is not theScripturc clear.that 
to feek a Church free of fuch a mixture out of heaven, 
is to feek that which we will never find, for it is there 
only, no unclean thing can enter. — (2.) Do's not this 
Welled record ofthefcripturefliew, with what ftngular 
art and advantage fuch may ad that part, and with 
Jehu enquire, 1 if the man's heart be right, whilft his 
own is moAfalfe ; what a ftrange confidence will thefe 
have, who glory in appearance, and nit in heart t Will 
they notrrv*»f» God, and make mention t.f him, but 
not in truth. If. 48. Yea, (hould we wonder, though 
fuch be found, who can ma(k their private inttrtft 
with fuch an appearance, even whilft they feek a rule 
for their religion out of Mate biavelMt not out of the 
Bible '—(i-) If the length that thefe may come.fcem 
ftrange, will you confult the Scripture, which goes as 
great*a length in its difcovery, and you will know 
how deep it works, fometimes not at an ordinary rate, 
but they will invite the world to fee their teal for hod, 
who dare not endure the view of their own confcience. 
Therein you may find an Apofile, and on e of tie 
twelve, and yet a Devil. To witnefs this, mould be no 
rencftion on the Church of Chrift, though an emi- 
nent Minifter thereof be found rotten and unfound, 
who hath made agreat/heurin the fijb.~( 4. ) "*j 
the Scripture allow or flatter any in fuch a km; • 
You cannot there have one line for its encourage- 
ment: but whilft human law do's not reach lbs. 
divine taw moft feverely threatens, Job 8. 13- " c * 
Matth 7. 15 &c. And there you may fee Kin w 
own colour, how horrid a thing it is which the mor 
near it do's approach Religion ( that « fo excellent 
and lovely in itielf) this MTe fhew there jf ■ ** 
more hateful and loathfomc. Yea even tht J £ 
comply with it in tbemjehes.ut made to oathe . • 
Kbm, which is in the bigheftmeafure afalihood « 
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lie, becaufe a lying to the God of truth. ( 5. ) Yoa 
cannot challenge the Church and followers ofjefuj 
Chrift, that by them any fuch thing is owned or juf- 
tified : but it may be feen, what an offence and wound 
fuch a difcovery will prove, to thefe. It is indeed a 
eaufe of grief, but no caufeofrefleaion on the truth 
of God : for in fo far this is verified, They, went out 
from us, becaufe they wen not of us, 1 Job. 2. 29.— 
(6. ) Is not that horrid and black roll mcntion'd by the 
Apoftle, i Tm. 2. 3. clafpt as it were betwixt 
thefe two, a form ofgodlinefs, but denying the power 
thereof ? It is not ftrange, when Religion is attended 
with much «nwt in a place, that hypxrify is found 
there alfo ; but it is clear, what remarkable difcovt- 
Ties have been made thereof, that feldom fuch who 
have moft mduftriouflyftudied thataccurfed art, have 
gone to the grave under this cover; though I deny 
not but fome may. I muft further add, that fome fpe' 
cial incitement and concurrence of the devil is here 
ott very manifeft and his power as remarkably puc 
forth, as ,n any/,/? oftbefiefh, to put fome forward ore 
uch a defign ; yea, even may be fubfervient to them 
« the exerc.fe of common gifts, that may deceive foe 
he t.me very difccrniyg Cbriftians. I cannot queftioti 
the truth of th,s, having ground to inftance fuch, 

J»c after acknowledged his help and affiftance, fot 
dZ I h nk , ^. flra ^ >oumayconfider, that the 
*L I I' 1 " 6 5 rofl fV efi,ement of ™ can no ways 

vl«uZ°l\n ja 7 ,p? which are f ° 

•nd be thirl ' W ct 0f S h " ft ' mav fcem v «y 

Ut the fFirU " * fa* an agreement, ar.d of one 
K 2 aijai 
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mind to oppofe the truth, thofe are oft found at war, 
moft bitterly contending amongft themfelves, even 
thofe who foould Jlandin the breach, for the truth and 
in defence oithzGofyz\,t\itftlhw-fervant$?X ftrife and 
fmiting one another, when they fhould be Jriving to- 
gether about thtir Mailer** work. I confefs, this is - 
fad, and is a rock whereon many have fplit ; of which 
they have made that ufe to a further heightening of 
their prejudice againft the truth : Yea, it is ft range 
that this deftroying plague doth fo obfervably attend 
ny peace or calm, that the Church hath in her 
outward condition. But there is no caufe for fuch 
Humbling } if we will allow it fome ferious thoughts, 
It may rather help to fix and eftablifh us in the way of 
the Lord, and in ftead of being a poifon, may be 
an effectual antidote againft the fame, I mean the A* 
theifm of the time, which pretends fo great an advan- 
tage from this. For the Scripture is clear, (1.) Tho 
it is a fore ftroke on the Church, and the moft m 
departure of God from a People, which we have upon 
divine record, we find ufually attends them in fuch a 
torn and divided cafe ; yea, though in all there- 
cords of after-times, this may be traced in the break- 
ing out of a judgment, as a very immediate forerunner 
k thereof i pU have we no warrant to iX P e ^^ b [ 
Church militant jhall he in that condition in xvkirt 
there Jhall be no fuch dif cord and breach. No, that 
is heaven, and it is there only that perfea peace and 
concord will be found ; read, \Cor. 10. Rom. 15> 
5. And ^what an early trial was this to the Churen 
which did occafion that grave and folemn meeting 
of the Apofiles and Eiders ( Acls to let us fee 
how the Lord can- ferve himfelf of the greatett 
evil for the advantage of his truth.--(*.) There is no 
caufe of challenge here or reading on the trutn, 
whatever be on thofe who profefs it, fince the scrip- 
ture {hew that wt kmw but in part, and prophep * 
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fart y and fuch a prevailing mixture of corruption, 
that fome will preach Chrift out of ftrife and conten- 
tion, not fincerely* PhiL I, 15. Yea, whilft 
there are fuch different Gzes amongft the Saints, that 
thofe who eat not y are ready to judge them who eat, 
and thofe who eat, are ready to defpife him who eat- 
eth not. (3.) If we confult the Scripture, we fhall 
find that peace and concord within the Church, which 
is fo excellent in ic felf & deferable, muft be fe- 
verely qualified with a refpeft to holinefu Heb. 12. 
14, For elfe fuch an agreement would not be the 
true peace of the Church, but her plague. And is 
flor. that tuifdom, which is from above, fir ft pure, and 
then peaceable ? It is fure, they are its beft friends, 
who huve lead latitude to taie or give in the mterefl: 
of truth : but it is ofc found, how fuch indirect tam- 
pering* for peace, have in the judgment of the Lord 
caufed a further breach. There is no true jar be- 
twjjtt the zeal of God, and an ardent defire and 
endeavour far peace, but what our corpuption cauf- 
£th, O this is a bieft peace-maker , who can go the 
furihe;1 length to yield in his own things, whether 
creJi; or private intereft, yea, overlook the moft 
lharp perfonal reflections, to promote that excellent 
deii^i ; but hath nothing to yield or quit upon his 
Matter's inUre/i, and can refift, whofoever they be 
Wat wou\J prejudice this, even to their face ! have we 
not that Hcroick praaice of tha Apoftlc (GaL 2. 5.) 
upon divine record to this day ? 'to whom wegave place 
no not for an hour, that the truth of the gofpel might con- 
tinue with you. Is not that alfo a fpecial remark, that 
' thofe who caufe dhifion in the Church, U were there- 
fore to be noted {Rom. 16, 17.) it was thofe who did 
eppofethe dotlrine of the Church ? For it is men's fel- 

Jfhifm and rent ; but not their adherence to it, tho* 
for tha they fhould be men of contention «md look't 
K 3 en 
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•n as fignsand winders in the time— -( 4. ) Whatever 
advantage fome may take to challenge the way of the 
Lord, from tbefe breaches, I am Aire, they cannot 
deny, there is a fellow/hip and concord in the Church 
of Chrift beyond any in the world. There is a commu- 
nion of the faints, even here, with we heart and 
mind ; yea, in fuch a meafure as may (hew the world 
this is a bond that exceeds the moft near and ftrait ties 
of natural relations. Epb. 4. 3. 16. and truly every 
jar and difference amongft the followers of Chrift, 
make not a breach. 

8. I know,that this will feem fVrange and aftontfh- 
Ing in the way of the Lord, that when the Church 
from her adverfaries without is opprefTed and brought 
Iow,i/J hand in a very immediate way alfo is fo heavy, 
yea, feems more fore upon his people, than the hand 
of men ; and do's even by fome fad ftrokes in their 
private interefts, and upon their pcrfons, appear more 
remarkably againft them, than againft any others. 
this may occasion great thoughts of heart, when wc 
confider that tendcrnefs which the Lord doth witnefs 
towards his people, that he flirs not up all bis wrath 
HOT will ky upon them abrje that they can bear, but 
Jlays bis rough wind in the day of the eafl-wind, and 
hath promifed to be a fancluary, and hiding place, 
when they are fcattered by men, Ezek. 11. 16. And 
with another party 4tbe Church might debate, yea, 
hold her own with her greateft adverfaries : But oh ! 
•it is time to flee, and there can be no (landing, where 
the Almighty puifues. There is then true caufe of fear 
and terror, when he becomes his people's party ! Vet 
let us confult the Scripture, that great interpreter of 
providence, & of every ftep of the way and procedure 
of the Lord with his Church ; and it will let us 
fee, ( 1. J That it is no ftrangc cafe, or untroden pain, 
but we may find the Prophet, Jer. 17. 17. at fuch a 
grievous cry, Be not a terror to me> thou art my *f* 
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in the evil day. And had not the Church the fame 
caufe of complaint, Jer. 30. 14, 16. that the Lord 
feem' d to wound her, with the wound of an enemy. find tki 
finite of a cruel one. It was the appearance of this, 
that was a very fad addition to her trial beyond any 
Other thing, If 63. 10. that they found the Lord turrii 
to be their enemy, and in an immediate way feem to 
fight againft them.— (2.) Do's not the Scripture fliew 
that the rod may have a dreadful appearance, and the 
way of the Lord by fome ftrangeand fingular circum-. 
fiances in dealing with his people may be matter of 
amazement, when yet he defigns a further increafe of 
their grace ; yea, their trial, more than their punifti- 
ment ? This is indeed one of the deeps of providence, 
which we havedifcovercd \n,Job 1.&2. Chap, how by 
a d.v.ne permiffion Satan may very effeftualy concur 
ii aftrokc on the Church, or fome particular Chrif- 
tian,and thus caufe ftrange concurrence of bitter thing*, 
that in fuch a cafe the hand of the Lord would feem 
very terrible, whilft he only minds his people's trial : 
and it is clear, that the fiery trial, mentioned by the 
Apoftle, 1 Pet. 4. 12. may have fuch ftrangc and fin- 
gular circumflances, that the godly will be at a quef- 
tion, if fuch did ever hefal others, and yet you fee it 
there held forth more as a ground of joy, than of /ear. 
0 how deep, in affli&ing times of the Church, may 
the plot and contrivance of the Devil be ! which yet 
in the holy counfel of the Lord is oft forced to run a- 
gainft its ownbyafs,& to bring forth the very contrary 
effcA |— (3.) If we understand the Scripture, we may 
there know, how the trial of the Church hath its 
appointed bounds and meafure, yea, by fome remark- 
able fteps will grow that length, and have fuch an 
advance, until it furround them on all hands, Lam. 2. 
22. Thou haft called my terrors round about, as in afo- 
lemn day : Yet, when it is fo, we find it is not w ith- 
m caufe, but may be needful for the Church and 
K 4 particular 
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particular Chriftians, to be in heavinefs through mani- 
fold temptations. iPet. 1.6. And truly infuchanunu- 
iual coincidence and variety of ftraits, the tendency 
thereof is oft feen to be for as manifold ufe and advan- 
tage^ as the many afflicting ingredients in that trial 
have been remarkable.— (\) We may alfo fee from 
the Scripture what an ufual refemblance there is, be- 
twixt the puliick lot of the Church in fuffering times, 
and the private cafe of the faints : how under fome 
fad trial and departure of the Lord from his people, his 
difpen fat ions are many ways cerredive and judicial^ 
that do then reach them in all their pcrfonal interefls ; 
there is a bacijliding time, and a day when judgment 
particularly points at the green tree, which ufeth not to 
be a comforting time, that then Satan is more ob- 
fervably /*/ loofe to afflid, and few will mifs fome touch 
of his hand. Read Lam. I. 2. where you find the/word 
abroad devouring, a time of publick judgment, and then 
it was at homt alfo at death : and in the 1 6th V. 
under fuch fore airlifting ftrokes there is one further 
held forth, that was moft imbittering of all to the 
godly in that time, that the comforter who Jhould re- 
lieve their foul, was far off. It is clear, nothing docs 
more endear a mercy and make it fweet, than the 
Lord's immediate appearance therein : and nothing 
do's more imbittcr the rod, which put David to that 
cry,Pfal. 39. Remove that flroke from me J am confumed 
ly the blow f thine hand.— {$) Upon aferious n.quiry 
about this ftrange thing, may we not underftand the 
meaning thereo?by the Scripture,why in fome trials the 
Lord does thus (hew himfelf his people's party, and h»s^ 
hand more heavy on them than on others, that there ts 
fme provoking cauft, whereat thefe providences clearly 
point t IVlien the godly are purfuing their eafe and fatis- 
/aftion under the rod, more than to anfwer its deiign , 
when they are ready to take mortification and a humble 
ftooping undertrouble for touching underneath thctrbur* 
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, f*A»>it is not then ftrange tho' that fad Wo^Amosh.b. da 
fo far reach them, as their perfonal eafe makes them 
forget the ajfUelion ofjofeph. For thus the righteous 
God, futes their flroke to the fin ; and keeps fuch a 
; proportion, that a light burden of the care of the Church 
Ihould make their care otherways abound, and in 
their own things prefs them with much trouble* 
when thefe go betwixt them and the intereft of 
J Chrift. There is a very unfeen caufe oft, why many 
of the faints may be fuh and fome fall ajleep. Yea, 
this truth muft be likewife verified, there is a Javirtg 
■of things, by which wc put them in further hazard i 
and zfecuring thereof, by a furrender to the Lord. An 
immoderate fear of a flroke fiommen, to the prejudice 
of prefent and necefTary duty, may bring with it fome 
fad immediate ftrokes, in the difpleafure of the L§rd % 
from his hand ; yea, that he fhould thus bereave his 
Church of many choiceft inflrumenta by his very im- 
mediate hand, to make it appear, the anger and jealoufy 
of the moft high God is more to be dreaded, 
thjin the wrath and violence of all our adverferie?. But 
yet in the clofe of thefe judgments, even when a 
Uiurch may feem quite confumed, and her ftrcngth 
Worn out, have we not there fome ground of hope, 
that the Lord may prevent his people's thoughts, by 
as marvellous, as immediate reftoring providences when 
« fees their power is gone, and that there is none to 
M ? t yea, is it not eafy with him, and like h« 
*ay, to return and rejhre what the former years have 
taken away, by the locuft and caterpiller, &c. which 
A* had fent amongft theKi ? Joel 2. 25. 

9- There is a flep of the holy providence of God 
and his unfpotted judgment, which woulJ alfo feem 
«rang c and amazing, that which is infMed upon the 
WiM confciericeby an immediate flroke of judical 
Muratton, and is very evident, Oh how undeniably 
^went, and clear at this day \ that men under great 
K 5 light, 
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light, fome fpecial difcovcrics of God, after known 
conviftions and wrcftlings of confcicnce, yea, after 
folemn engagements and their declared refolution to 
follow the Lord in his way, have yet come fuch a 
length and degree in a deliberate reiifting and oppo- 
fing themfelvesto him and his truth, without the lead 
appearance of a check or trouble ! I confefs, this is one 
of the marvellous things of God, and a very vifible 
demonftration of his bcing,who hath fuch a dominion 
over the foul, both in its hardningand foftening : but 
no caufe Xofiumhle hereat. It does truly call us to f«ar, 
and is a ftroke that may force on Atheifts the awful 
conviflion of a Deity ; or though it is not felt by 
thofe who arc under the fame,becaufe the want of fenfc 
and feeling is a part of that difeafe, yet all who look 
on (if they did not fhut their own eyes) may learn to 
know that this is the very work of God, and a piece of 
his judgment which be makes known in the earth. 
But let us alk the Scripture, & we (hall find, inftca* 
of any ground for ftumbling, what a fpecial confirma- 
tion this fhould be of the truth : fince it is clear, 
— (i.) How in this the way of the Lord is holy and 
righteous, who is under no debt, no obligation to 
the fons of men, Rom. 9. 18. but is abfolutely free, to 
jet forth grace to, or withhold it from, whom he pica- 
feth. His blcfTcd will being the alone rule of right* 
cufnefc, he comprehends the reafon of all his counlels 
and judgmcnts,which are to us incomprehenfible : yet 
do's he fo farcondefcend, to let men fee, hisunfpottcd 
Juflice, as well as his Sovereignty, in this 0» n « f ort J| 
that they who are ur.juft by a deliberate choice, lhouia 
be uniud Hill by a further arreft, Ri* 22. and thole 
who will not hearken and will have none ef him, 
fhould be delivered up to the lujls of their own heart, t 7. 
81 1 1 . We fee in what a meafure Pharaoh wai hard- 
ened of the Lord, which was a plague worfe than the 
other ten ; But wc fiftd Exq. 6. that ?W harj 
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dened his own heart ; and thus was a flroke futed to 
fuch a refoluterefifting of light. (2.)Do's not theScrip- 
ture fhew the marvellous conveyance of this judgment 
If 6.6. how this fad fentence is more immediately palled 
on the foul ; yea, by thofe moft Angular means, the 
word&iordinances for enlivening,is it executed thereon; 
men preached deaf and dead, where others find life ; 
this is a ftroke, that does not draw a bar betwixt 
them and external fellowfhip with the ordinances* 
but O it draws an invifible bar betwixt them and the 
power and efficacy thereof. It is a jadgment that 
walks in the dark, and binds where none can loofe ; it 
killeth without a cry ; yea gives men a death-ftroke 
wbea the paifi of that wound is not felt. (3. )Do you not 
fee how this ftraage judgment is inas great a height and 
meafure held forth by the Scripture, as you fee it in 
any example before your eyes, that men will be mad in 
their oppofuion to God, even when he is moft remark- 
ably oppofing them i fuch as Jhaz who did trefpafs 
the more, the more he was diHreffed, 2 Chron. 28. 22. 
Yea, fuch who with thefe men of Sodom would 
grope after the door, & perfift in that wickednefs when 
God hath immediately fmitten them with blindnefs 
for the fame. 0 what may be the next ftroke, where 
men renew their aflault againft God, after he hath 
^nce and againft fmitten them> who,in ftead of repent- 
ing under his fore plagues, turn enraged to blafphemt 
him, who hath power over the fame I Is not that a 
ftrange degree of judicial induration, JcJ. 7. 57. that 
when iheyfaw the face of Stephen Jhint, and looked 
ftcdfaftly thereon, they did then run with fury againft 
him ! Yea, it may be feen in all ages,that fuch a length 
this judgment will come, to look on the moft convin- 
cing extraordinary judgments of God on others, 
and yet not be moved therewith themfelves j that 
when his hand is lifted up, they will not fee : but the 
Poitciity take up the fame quarrel; fcpurfue it wherein 
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they have feen their fathers fall, under the Broke of an 
avenging God, — We may alfo know from the 
Scripture, how deep this judgment may draw in its 
drtadful efecls ; what a judical arreft is thus fcrved 
cn men, by which they are bound over to deduc- 
tion, and their bands made firong on them, as that 
they can neither flic nor move, but as malefactors 
fiiut up in jail, and under fetters j which is not 
more evident before the execution, than this arreft on 
their foul is by obduration before fome further ftroke, 
Thus they ly near fudden dejruclion, and a blow that 
as irrecoverable, who have hardened tbemfelves un- 
der frequent reproofs. (Prsv. 29.) It is known, what 
Pharaoh's Jaft rebuke was,after he had rejeded many ; 
it ftands upon pubJick record to after- ages, I fhall 
add, is there not fomething of bell here, and of thofe 
cverlafting fetters,in fome meafure made vifible in the 
earth? For where light and conviclion do refolve into 
rage and malice againft the truth,nothing can be more 
like hell,or have a more near refemblance to the devil, 
10, I Xhali add one inftance more, which may 
feem alfo ftrange,and a marvellous piece of the provi- 
dence of God, that the righteous jbeuld fell, arid 
have one went with tbt wicked in a time of judg- 
ment ; whilft we fee bint notorious for wickednefs^ 
their horrid a&ngs in cppofition to the Church, & 
to the grave in peace, as to any remarkable flroke 
from theLord upon them. I know,rnen are ready to 
wonder hereat ; yea, thence an Atheift will mSg 
things mufl £J1 out at an adventure : ffut O it the e 
would bring this*) theSciipturc\ andfet it in thehgpt 
of the word ! they fhould there fce how convincingly it 
is verified, and that there is notliing here wl i-h i%* 
not clearly agree with that tie fled record, iC 
fliews, ( u ) That by no ^urn/providences, or >any 
thing difpenfed within time* yea, by no affliction 
oimous to fenfc, the way of the Lord and his refp^ 
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to his people can be judged, even arnidft the great 
variety of events, which here fall out : But we are 
in this obliged to adore God, whofe judgments are in- 
comprehenfible, when we fee at the fame time ajuft 
man perijh in bis righteoufnefs,and a wicked man prolong' 
hislifeinwickednefs. Eccl 7. 25.-(2.) The Scripture 
gives us this return alfo about fuch a providence, why 
thefword devours both, and 1 as Saul and Jonathan fall 
together, that there the Lord doe* in a fpecial way 
difference betwixt one and another* Jofias died in 
peace, as was promifed, [2 Kings 22* 20. yet he fell 
upon the high places of the field, in the common judg- 
ment ; But he was then taken from the evil to cme ; 
yea, thus was delivered, even by a flroke of the hot 
difpleafure of God, on others. It is not ftrange, that 
fome may be hid in the grave from a further ftorm, 
by the fame judgment wherein the Lord is purfuing; 
theland,in which they have their abode«-(3,)It is clear 
from the Scripure, how fmall an acctffton to a finful 
courfe may in the holy difpleafure of God bring fome 
of his people under the fame flroke with his adver- 
fanes, and fo far invoke them in that judgment* 
We find Pf j. i. tbeie is a fianding in the way , and 
joining in the counfel of the ungodly , held forth as a 
partaking with them in their fin : and Ezei. 9. tells 
us/ that not mourning for, and witneffing a diflent 
agaiofl the rational fins of the time, puts men far 
outofthatblefted roll of tbofe whom the Lord does 
g. {Terence from others by a mar hoi his preservation,--- 
Now as to that other, how it is the wicked prohng 
tbtir days in wtckednefs, and may go in fome exter- 
nal peace to the grave, do but enquire at the Scrip- 
ture j and it will lhew.f x J It was no Jefs itrange to 
the Prophet Jeremiah, Cap. nXhey prcfpet 3 and have 
taken root>. Did it not amaae that bleifed ims\,Pfjj* 
that not only their eyes fiand out with fatnefs > hutthty 
favt m bands in their death !--liut (2.) h not way of 
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the Lord in this mamfeft, how graciouily he prewntj 
fome by a fad temporal Jroke, and can ferve himfelf, 
of a fcaffold or gibbet to bring about their mercy ; 
as he did to the thief on the crofs y whilft he plagues 
others by a long forbearance^ and his holding off 
fuchftrokes, EceeL 8. 11, the dreadful effects whereof 
are held forth, becaufe fentena is mi fpeedily txi~ 
tuted againfl wicked men, their heart is thtrefori 
fit on mifihief ( 3, ) As in every age we are cat* 
led to adore the Severeignty of God in fuehi thing, 
he gives men alfo caufe to obferve his gnat judgments f 
fome remarkable ftrokes on his adverfaries 1 which 
''• they cannot pafs without fu'ch a remark, Behold a 
man that made mt Csd his flrength \ Pfi 52. yer. 7* 
But we iiiuft further wait for that full diftriminaUon y 
which the laft fentence of the judge ftall put betwixt 
theft who fear the Lord and theft who fear him 

THE THIRD ARGUMENT 

FOr the Scriptures accompliftiment is this ; that 
which not only the Chriftian's experience, and 
cbfervation of the Church, bear witnefs to, but is 
alfo a truth which even to the view and eonvittion of the 
Worlds may be demonftrated from whom it doth eft 
force a teftimony^ yea, in every age the wcrft of men 
have been forced to acknowledge \ it muft be a thi ng 
every evident. But the accomplifliment of the Scrip- 
ture can be thus witnefled ; therefore, tic. 

It is true, thofe fweet and fenfible enjoyments, 
which the Saints have of this truth, the World cannot 
reach; but it is alfo fure,tbat in every age, the works 
of the Lord, and fome more remarkable convincing 
providences, both of judgment and mercy, do folemoly 
invite men to obferve the accomplimmcnt of the 
word therein ; yea, rw time hath wajtfgd fcmcthjng 
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ofaptiblick wknefc from ungodly men, even great eft 
mockers of Religion, who under that con ft raining 
power of confeience at death, or in fome day of 
their ftrait, have been forced to feal the truth, by a 
. very open confeiEon of the righteoufne fs of God to- 
wards them. And this is indeed the Lord's blefTed 
defign, in making his works fometime fo confpicuous, 
that they may not only confirm the faith of his 
people, but render Atheijm inexcufable ; that the 
glory of his faith fulnefs, as well as of his power, and 
wifciom, may fhme forth before the fons of men. I 
confefi, we may wonder why the World looketh fo 
little upon this ; and how the convidion of fo great 
a truth, which they cannot fiiun, doth not more prefs 
them ; but the Holy Gboft, doth fully refolve this, 
The brutijh man howeth mt^ neither do fools lay ta 
heart, how the Scripture taketh place, that Jeurijh- 
ing of wicked men is but in judgment for their further 
ruin. 

To profeeute this argument a little, there are fome 
fpeciat truths I would inflance, wherein the faithful- 
uefs of God in fulfilling his word may be feen by the 
World ; yea, isobvious to the moft ordinary obfervers. 
And though they be but a few, which I mall here 
touch, yet J may fay, they arefuch concerning truths, 
and have fonear a reference to the foundation of our 
faith, that men cannot acknowledge the fame, but 
inuft alfo confefs the Scripture's Divinity, and that 
there is a truth and reality in godlinefs and in Chrif- 
tian Religion. I may truly here with fome con- 
fidence challenge the greatcft Atheifts yea, appeal to 
their confeience and ferious thoughts, if in thefe fol- 
lowing inftanccs ( though but a little of what might 
be (aid on fuch a fubjeft ) the truth and accom- 
Phlhment of the Scripture be m very maoifcit. 
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FIRST. I mail firft hold forth this truth, that 
man is furely fallen from that excellent eftatt wherein 
once be was formed, (Rom. 5. 18, 19.) and now is not 
that which he was at the beginning, A truth fo clear 
that we may fay, even without the difcovcry of the 
word, might be eafy for any ferious obferver to dif- 
cern the fame ; yea, had not even heathens fome glance 
at this ? The evidence whereof they could not alto- 
gether (hun. 

It is true, the caufe & original of this dreadful con- 
tagion } how fm entertd into the World j how it is de- 
rived to the whole race of man,by imputation ,as well 
as inhefion ; how that poifon is carried from ths 
fountain to the ciftern ; this the Scripture doth only 
difcover : but this, I am fure, may be obvious to all, 
that poor man is thus fick & difeafed, & now beareth 
the marks of fuch a fall and ruin, as we read of in 
the word, I confefs, it is ftrange, that when this is fo 
very convincingly manifeft, it mould not force men 
• to fome more ferious enquiry, whence fuch a thing is, 
or whether there can bea recovery of fo fad k defperate 
like cafe. But to clear this a little, I would offer thefe 
three things to be confidered. 

I. That there is fome remainder of that excellent 
fahrick, which may yet appear among its ruins ! 
fome print and appearance ( though dark) of that 
primitive luftre and beauty ; fome draughts, which 
fin hath not wholly worn out * that may clearly. tell 
what man once was, and point out his former excel- 
lency, that he hath been an other creature, of whom 
Jbfitm's charafler might be truly faid r without all 
blemijh from the head to the foot. For we fee the 
deep irnpreflions of a Deity fiill rooted in men, evert 
among the wild and favagc, which no inven- 
tion can utterly raze ; we fee fome common princi- 
ples Qireafon^ that are imprinted in themoft rude and 

ignorant ; 



of the Scripture. 209 

ignorant ; fome innate notjons and Ideas, whfth 
the foul hath of good and evil, among all, and in 
every place of the earth ; Jikewife thofe natural truths 
KOiNAI ENNOfAl, which we may fee are no 
ways impreft on the foul from any objects offenfe, but 
* fuch whereto men by an unavoidable neceflity ate forc- 
ed to aflent : and befides, what meaneth the witnefs 
of the confeience, and authority thereof in every man, 
which they cannot poflibly decline ? O do not thefe 
witnefs, that from fome great height poor man hath 
fallen. 

; 2, Doth not the prefent appearance of man's na- 
ture clearly mew, that he is h\hn into fome dreadful 
difeafe ; that it is furely overfpread with fome horrid 
feprofy and contagion, the fymptoms whereof 
now are moft difcernable ? O what au exorbitancy 
doth appear in his defires ?, with what contrary tides 
ii he hurried \ ft ill at jar with his prefent lot ! his 
reafonand will, once in a fweet league, arc now at 
war, betwixt which he is oft rent in pieces, as one ' 
betwixt wild horfes. How is he now reftlefs in an 
tJnreafonable purfuit ? he laboureth in the fire, and for 
a (hadow : yea, what do thefe tumults and com* 
motions of the earth mean ? men upon the fmallefl 
account meathing their fwords in others bowels, 
homo homini lupus ; ruptures in families ; unfatiab?e 
in revenge, and the earth fo oft in an uproar as a rag- 
wgfea. O do not thefe too vifibly witnefs, what 
" dreadful diforder and perturbation there muft be 
^Jthin, impetuous boyling of man's lufts \ fo that 
Acre we may fee a very manifeft rupture and breach 
™ a building, once well knit and framed. 

3> I would z(k, wherein man's true advantage and 
txceUene h above others of the creatures, can befeen, 
Jt ^not with fome refpeft to what he once was, and that 

21 /f t0raihn ^ S race ; For his Knowledge 
«°ih oft ferve but to imreafi his firrow > to/hew 
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the good he wanteth, and the evil he is fubje& to. Is 
there any of the creatures fubjeel :o fuch outward mi- 
fery & pain ! to fo many difeafes ! yea, as to a fenfual 
life, may we not fay, the beajls have even fome pre- 
ference ! Or are thefe fo unruly ? do they fo much go 
out of their bounds and ftation ? which the many 
laws made for man in the world, with the convincing 
neceffitv thereof, can witnefs. We feealfo that Jon 
travel is appointed to man ; at how much toil he if 
for an outward fubfiftance ; how he doth oft fowand 
not reap ; the beafts withdraw from the yoke ; thofq 
over whom he had dominion, ready to affault him \ 
how women bring forth their children in forrow i 
the men are attended with fear, their life oft made 
bitter with care and labour ; yea, as men increafe in 
the world, their care & difcontcnt increafing there- 
with! But befidesall, is he not in the greatcft >wry, 
of all the creatures, through the violence of his Ms i 
that make him purfue the bait, though he knoweth 
it will undo him ; while his corruption doth oft like 
a ftrong man bind him in fetters, and his flefh impc- 
rioufly drag him at its heels ! O may we not fay, was 
poor man thu framed at the beginning ? or raifed fo 
far above the reft of the creatures, only to make him 
the more miferabk ! For truly if a lively portraiflure 
could be drawn of finful depraved nature, there is 
none fo grofs but fhould abhor, yea, be affrighted* 
to fee that in the third perfon, with which (alas) they 
arc fo friendly to in themfelves. 

SECOND. Tbatfo great a change is truly wrought 
upon men in Conver/ton, (as the Scripture doth promifc , 
and hold forth, Job. 3. 3, 6. Epb. 2. 5 # 
Colof 3. 1, 2.) wherein fomething above nature, 
even the marvellous power of the grace of God, may 
be feen 5 is a truth I amfure, known, and undeniable 
|o the world : yea, the greatcft mocktrs at religion 
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muft confefs, can be no delufion, but is indeed real 
and certain ; upon thefe following grounds. . 

(i.) That the moft grofs, who in their practice 
have been openly profane, in the place wherein 
they lived, it hath been feen how grace hath reached 
them : and thus theLeopard hath been made to change 
bis /pots, and fuch who were accuflomed to do evil % 
have learned to do well. O ! Do not many famous 
inftances witnefs this, in every age ?— - (2.) That alfo 
men moft principled in their judgment again ft the 
way ofGod,who were wont to deride holinefs as a fan- 
cy, even on fuebjo great a change hath been wrought 
as hath made the world to wonder : but then they 
were forced to lay down their prejudice, yea, to won- 
der at themfelves, how they could ftand before the 
truth fo long, whereof they have got fuch an impref- 
fion. Sure, Athcifts muft grant there have been as 
profeft Atheifts as themfelves, who have been made 
eminent examples of grace.— (3.) That fuch even in 
the height of their wickednefs (like Saul breathing 
out cruelty, and of late Vergerius while he was writ- 
ing againft the truth) grace hath fometirrres reached 
them. It hath been found,that of ChrifVsgrcateft ene- 
mies fome have thus fallen, upon their high places^ 
before the power of the word ; fome fuch trophies 
of the gofpel's conqueft have been confpicuous in cve- 
fy a ge : yea,it is oft feen that fome remarkable height 
in fin hath proved an evident Crifts, and turn in 
wen's condition, either to judgment, or mercy.— • 
(4-) That fome of the nioft eminent adverfaries of the 
truth have, through grace, been made eminently ufr- 

inftruments in the Church, the world cannot 
deny ; that there have not been choifer veffels of ho- 
nour, more zealous for the Lord in their time, than 
fuch, who were once moft violent in their oppofition.— 

That fuch whom the world did reckon rnofta///i 
*™ difccrning, yea, that did want no judgment to 

know 
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know the value of outward things, as well as others, 
grace hath reached. Can the Atheifts object, Do any 
(f tbe rulers, or Rabbles believe in Cbrift, or follow 
that way ! when it is fo clear, that not more wife, lear- 
ned, and judicious ( even themfelves being judges j 
have been in their time, then fome who are moft ferr- 
ous in the matter of Religion.— -(6,) Hath not this 
change been made difcernable upon the ftmple, the 
moft Jli.pfa, and dull, yea, upon forae fuch as their 
natural incapacity might have obftrucled the work, 
if fomething above nature had not carried it on! 
which may be alfo manifeft by foine change even on 
their underftandirtgytoShcw that this can make wife 
the fimple, and in the way of holintfi, the way- far- 
ing man, though a fool) (hall not <rr.— (7.) That by a 
very improbable mean, the word, and that fome- 
tfmes by weaieft inftruments, we fee this great 
change hath been wrought : and it is remarkable, how 
little of the work of converfion did follow the putting 
forth o« miracles in the primitive times, but by the 
/implicit] of tbt preached go/pel much more, Foj 
indeed the converfion of a foul, and fuch a changeis 
it felf fome way a miracle.— (8J That they are not a 
fiw t on whom this change hath been wrought, is.un- 
deniable : arid truly, belides thefe ordinary proofs, 
I think, it is a great defect there fhould not be fome 
more fpeualnW by the Church, of thefe illuflriow 
and eminent inftances -of the grace of God, which 
have been in fuch an age, as well as remarkable in- 
ftances of judgment, (q.) Men muft fee this feJh 
cthnot out at an adventure, which is wrought upon 
ane, and not another, whilft both are alike de- 
cerning ; yea, foroe who feem fur theft from the grace 
of God, very grofs and rude, have been taken, 
vi hen the more civil and refined, and of a more pro- 
mifing natural difpofition, have been paft by. O dow 
not this witnefe the grace of God,, and fovereignty 
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thereof ! (ro JIs not this change oft difcernable upon 
men in a time while m advantage from without doth 
appear? even times of prefecution and hazard, from 
which many have dated their firft acquaintance with 
God ; when they could expect nothing but a fuffering 
lot. Sure there muft be fomething above nature in it. 
(n.) It is alfo known how great a cloud of wjtnejps 
have fealed this truth. O ! can there be fuch a^tiiver- 
fa! enchantment, that in every age, in feveral,yca, in 
moft remote places of the earth, hath faJlen upon fo 
many, who have witneffed the power of the Gofpel ? 
or can all thefe be void of underftanding ? What gain 
or outward advantage could they defign in that which 
\b fo ufually attended with outward hazard and lofs ! 
or what credit from men, while it maketh them the 
Very butt of the world's hatred and reproach ? Yea, 
can it be thought that all thefe could have combined 
to confpire into fo great a cheat? I muft appeal Athe- 
ifts to their ferious thoughts of this matter.— (12,) 
The marvellous efeit of this change, doth it not 
witnefs that this is no fancy or delufion ; when men 
are reached with fuch a ftroke, and by one word, as 
hath made the ftout-hearted and moft daring to trem- 
ble, and to mew by their very countenance, that there 
»s another tribunal than man's, before which they are 
arrargned I Muft it not be fad earneft, and a marvel- 
ous power, that can make fo willing a divorce be- 
wixt men, and their idols, which were once as 
7 ^ ,&ht , cye t0 thetn 5 and beat thetn off ihat ground 

y e l(^ iitm ^> wMch thc y had been Ion* 

Jblifting to themfelves; that would caufe them 
«'* chufi the reproach of Cbrift, and his crofs, before 
any outward advantage, and abandon that fociety, 
wuriout which fometimes they could not live ? Muft 
jot this Ipeak forth fomething above natural reafon ' 
may no: the world oft wonder what is become 
J thcir oJd '"ends! though I confefs, this ihould 

rather 
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father put them, with wonder and afioniflimenr, 
to fome fcrious inquiry whence fo great a change can 
be! 

f 5 ) It is ftrange, the World, does not more wonder f 
at Cbnverfm^ which is fo great a miracle* yea it may s 
be faid, one of great eft hath been in the earth ; I 
fince it is no lefs marvellous, than to raife out of the 
grave fuch who are truly dead. O how convincingly 
demonftrative is this, of the truth and reality of grace; 
yea, even to the view of the World, do's witnefs an 
irrefiftible efficacious power with the wcrd^ that ce* 
verteihtbe fiul* enlightens the eye, and makethwift \ 
the ftmple, Pfcl. 19. 7. Should we not with aftonifh- 
ment look on a Chriftian, if we did ferioufly con- ( 
fiderr what a change the grace of God makes here, 
from that he me was, and how great 2 change ghry 
will ere long make from that he now is ! I know, 
there are many things we wonder at from our igm* 
ranee t But ch * it is men's ignorance and eftrange* 
mem from this, makes it fo Hale their wonder. For, 
if we be afluredlv perfwaded of the truth of Cenvtr* L 
fm, which the World cannot deny without a con- 
trad iclion both to fenfe and reafon, we have then 
three great truths unanfwerably demonftrated, I. 
That the Scripture of God is faithful and true, which » 
holds this forth, 2. That there is a divine Spirit f and I 
power above nature, that do's certainly accompany 
the fame. 3, It is then clear, there are two cemrarj 
ftates in another World, finceyrtiey are here fo mani- 
fcft. Now, befides thefe evidences already mentioned, 
I would here offer fome further upon fo grave, and 
weighty a fubjefl, to fhew how very clear and 
convincing the dernonftration of this truth is, that the ( 
World cannot but fee the very immediate power t>f 
Gcd, and fomething above nature in C$nverfion>ti 
they do not ftiut their eyes thereat,. Confider bat 
thefe,-* , I 
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(1.) Is it not a Grange and marvellous thing, that 
could change one /pedes of a creature into amtber 9 
turn a wolf or tyger into a lamb, fure this would be 
aftonifhing ; yet fuch a change is here, which makes 
fo vafta difference betwixt one and himfelf, takes 
him off his former delights and exercifes, his old 
friends and fociety, with whom be once thought the 
time fhort, yea, makes the man who was a peifecutor 
of the truth,and took Pleafure therein, now rejoice to 
fuffer perfection on that fame account ! I think, the 
World will not debate, where fo many known inftances 
are at all times obvious. (2, ) Is it not marvellous, 
which can ejlrange men from their worldly intereft$ y 
and take their heart off that which was as their right 
eye, and fubdue under them that which once took 
tbem captive at its pleafure? O does it not ftiew, they 
have got their eyes opened to fee things, which were 
formerly hid ! Yea,how ftrange is it that tl fe whofe 
f racdominant Sin was love to the Wwld f a. * have been 
in their natural difpofition mod narrow and griping, 
that they could not allow themfelves the comfortable 
ufe of that they had, even thefe this change bath fo 
powerfully reached, as to caufe a willing fur render 
and quitting of all for Chrift ! I could offer known 
inftances of this ; and thofeatas great an advantage 
then, in the exercife of their judgment and reafon, as 
ev cr, whom the World might fee were moft fcrious 
»tid compofed therein. (3.) Would you debate the ef- 
ficacious power of that which mould melt and diflolve 
the hardeft/fMf ? and may you not wonder what a 
power this muft be, which will make men melt and 
diflbtVe in tears, and ftand tumbling befire the wera\ 
**ho through their life were known to be moft ob- 
late and llupid ? Yea, is not this great change 
fometimes with fuch terror and dwncafting uftiered 
In » «hat may convince obfervers', it is a matter of 
grtateft mneft) and no counterfeit ? and furdt 

thefe 
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thefe muft be reached by fome power, before which 
there is no fhnding. --(4,) How great a thing is that 
which takes men unawares^bcyond their thoughts and 
intention ? Matbevj t and thofe other difciplcs,did not 
know in the morning what fhould befal them be- 
fore night : it was indeed a happy day, when on their 
return they had that account to give, Wt have found 
the Mejftas ! and it is fure, many fince have been thus 
furprifed ; yea, in one hour have got fuch a fight,which 
will never go from their heart 5 they now fee what 
report could never have made them believed j they 
now know what it is to be taken out of a dreadful 
gulf of darknefs -into a marvellous light ! And truly 
there is this-ufualJy difccrnable in it, how fome one 
word will force ks pa/Tage, and take fire within, as a 
Word beyond all others fitly fpoken> and fitted by di- 
vine appointment to spen the heart.- It is a mar- 
vellous change,which do's even reach young ones, and 
thefe fometimes of an age little above infancy. For it 
is certainly known, how fuch whofe years mighr 
Ihew there was no defign to cheat the world, yea, 
fometimea in a family where little advantage for 
their education hath appeared, have given evidence of 
this wonderfully, above thcmfelves and their age j 
yea, at death have witnefled feme power of the 
jrace of God, and his Spirit on their foul, their 
• and the grounds of it, .wiih fuch judgment and Jf 
uiufnefi, as hath forced on by-flanders this difcovery 
oi an immediate teaching of the Spirit, and of a mighty 
ptwer of God, that can witnefs in thefe, 'ere they can 
well fpeak or exercife reafon, the power of -Religion* 
Q whence fhould this be ! and truly for the nimj 
thereof I could offer known inflames* if it fho\M 
be brought on debate.— (6.) What a change is it that 
do'salfo reach men in their old ege y who have been 
long rooted & inured to the world, who have fat out 
many a- call, in their refilling theGofpcl ; yet is it not 
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feen, bow thefe in their gray hairs have been made 
to weep and confefs, after fixty or feventy years li- 
ving under the Gofpel, that then only they begun to 
know what it is to be Gbriftians. I confefs, this isone 
of the rare trophies of the grace of God ; yet no age 
wants fome fuch inftances, to prove, how far grace 
can prevail over nature cuftm y education, and 
all thofe disadvantages y which ufe to attend the time 
of old age.--(7.) What a ftrange power isit, which 
hath been fo evidently witnefled on fome horridly fa- 
jf//W, who have outrun others in all manner o£ 
wicked nefs ; yea, even then whilft yufiict wa* 
crying for punifliment to cut them off, gran hath 
ftept in to fave, and reached them at a fcatfold or 
gibbet ! ft is fure, the world cannot quettton thi* 
truth : and 0 fhould it not be convincing, to fee tw§ 
brought to a publick death for fome grofs crime, 
who have the fame hazard before them, and the famt 
<mani made ufe of for their conviflion ; yet the ont 
melting in conCrition,& the other moft hardned ! You 
cannot fay,that this is from a different nature and con- 
ftitution, fince fometimes thofe of a more promi- 
sing nature, and better difpofition, have been feen Air- 
ier off» than fuch of whom leaft was expeacd,--^ 
(*■) Is it not a ftrange change, which even on thofe 
*ncre no ordinary means could be fubfervient, can 

Witnefled ? where no company, no example, no 
Wualway for inftruaion, can be alledged 3 fo that 
"nwybefcen, they have been truly taught of the 
i that there is fuch a thing as his immediate tea- 

,n £ i jhar in a very extraordinary wav, by means 
«jt improbable, he can convey himfclf'into the 
In a word, this can be no refulr of one'sna- 
wai complexion ; tor then it would .appear in, and 

ompaRy, theirp^r years in fome meafuie, and 
dttrJt WUh them * fh,s ch ^gea1fo,in thofe of moft 
Jl^entnmres, moft unlike and croft toothers hu- 
h f a. incur 



2i 8 The Fulfilling 

inour and difpofition, is made difcernablc. Yea, muft 
it not be fomahing above moral fwafim % or any per- 
iwafives of humane eloquence, fmce here the fie* 
MJhnefs &f preaching is found more effectual > than 
any fuch way ? Yea t it is feen how the moft fublime 
and poIiCh'd ftcains of oratory , and greateft gifts, have 
eft come fhort of that fuccefi 3 which hath followed 
more improbable means. I mall add, O is not this 
Something above nature, which makes men partake of 
the divine nature, and do's fo vifibly imprefs the 
image of God on there ! 

I fhallfliut this up with three remarkable hftanca 
of the power and efficacy of grace in Converfim \ of 
which in every age there may be a large record. 
Firftjthat excellent man Junius ; whofe life we have 
in fome meafure fet down by himfelf, with many 
notable remarks of providence, and therein (hewing 
the Lord's ingagitsg him at firft; how being very tooft} 
and carried away with evil company, yea, tempted ti| 
Athiifnt) he was one day moved to go and read m 
Scripture \ and at the firft opening, accofted with that 
of the firft of Jib* ; which whilft he read (as he fays) 
did fuddenly qflonifi him, and leave a marvellous 
conviction on his foul, of the divinity of the fubjeft, 
the Majefty and Authority of the writing ; fo that all 
day he. knew not where, and what he was: but thus 
turns hirnfclf with thefe words to the Lord, Th* 
tvajt mindful of me, 0 my God, according H 
the multitude of thy Under mercies f Yea, gives this 
account, that he then had a fight of the Script*"* 
which made him fee it did exceed all humane elo- 
quence ; and this was followed with fuch power, that 
his body trembled \ and his mind became afionip'^ 
with fuch a furprifing and marvellous ligti : af1 
from that day he begun to be ferious in the way • 
.the .Lord* * 
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A fecond inftance I fhall offer is, the remarkable 
Convtrfion of wonhyMafterBoLTow,* choiceMiniftec 
in the Church of England ; in whofc life this Is re- 
corded, that being eminently prophane, a horrid 
fwearer, and much aceuftomed to mock at holineft, 
and thefe who moft iTiined therein, and particular!/ 
that excellent Man of God Mr, Perkins, then Prea- 
cher in Cambridge whom he much undervalued for 
his plainnefs in preaching the truths of God ; yea,was 
near the length otPopery : but on theLord's gracious 
appearance to him, was put to have other thought*, 
With a very remarkable change upon him, though 
with that terrour, that (as he faid himfdf) the Lord 
teemed to run upon him, like a giant, throwing 
firm to the ground, and with fuch a terrifying difco- 
«ry of> as caufed him to rear in anguifi^nd oft rife 
m the night on that account, which continued for 
jtoxtzviMbii Yea, thefe aflaults in the panes of 
new birth were fuch,that it might have been faid, 

laftTbfe 7 ft ci UU n J\ Ianguii ^ * 

laj a JMeOcd fun-tone brake out, and he after to his 

^ •ge proved a burning and finning light.- -Now 
line? 'I tW ° grCat mCn > 1 think k not urfutAte. 

ffh^^ t0 ™ ^ Air, iL 

^f re Ef t P °? r of his ^, and in fuch a 

S> a moft kindly word of repentance did ap- 
L 2 p ear 



220 The Fulfilling 

pear, with great affurance ; fo that when he came to 
the ftake, he could not ceafe from crying tut to the 
people, under thefenfe of pardon, and that comfor- 
ting funfhme of the pretence of God ; Ohe is a gnat 
for giver ! He is a great forgher ! and had therewith 
thefc words ; Now hath perfeel love caft out alt 
par : I know , God hath nothing to lay againft me, for 
Jefus Chrift hath paid all, and thofe are free 
whom the fin makes free ! Thus, in a tranfport of 
wonder and joy, did he die j the marvellous grace 
of Gcd railing him then above other men, who not 
long before feemed, in fomc refpef*, below a 
beaft. ( 5 ) 

THIRD. That the communion and fellow/hip with 
God, whereto the Saints arc in this life admitted, and 
brought near to him in th£ fpirit, is a moft real thing* 
and no delufion ; is a truth which may be very con- 
vincingly demon{rrated,even to the view of ihtlVorm 
and to'luch who are but Spcftators of the fame- r 
Job i. 3. Phil. 3. 20. I know, this is a truth that 
rnuft be fpirituall) dtfeerned, and therefore the world 
cannot know it, or reach that unfpeakable joy and 
' delight, which is found by the Saints m that l#e« 
path : yet I muft fay>tbere arc fome chines.**! feme 
luch convincing evidences, as may witnefs to rnefl, 
and rationally demonftrate the fame ; the convjetio 
whereof they cannot poffibly &un, if they but com* 
near, and in their ferious thoughts confider, 

I. How great and excellent a company do bear 
this teftimonv, even as many as in every time 
ever fervi God in the Spirit, h not this <ranfm'« 
by the father to the chddren,as their «penenc#TA 
as certainly tried by fucccexUng a ? es j a truth w ^ 
is notoncc,onwiceproved»heCbrift»n« me ■ , 
the proofs thereof arc innumerable,^ pau ^ 
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ning, which they have had j yea, amongft all the 
Saints fmce the days of Abel, to this prefent time, 
there was never one contradictory witnefs could be 
produced. 

2. Are not thofe, who do thus teftify what they 
have oft found in fecret retirements to God, fuch 
whofe tefiimony, in any other matter, the worji of 
men could not refufe s or deny to be famous f I am fure t 
the World is convinced, that the followers of Chrift 
dare no*, yea, ufe not to deal falfly in other things 
with thofe they have to do with, however their malice 
carry them to reproach them ; yea, that they arc more 
to be credited^} an fuch,who make a fcorn of Religion. 

3. Have they not had as great inter eft, and Share 
of the World as others, and been of as difcerning 
fpirits to know the true value of things, who' from 
their experience do not only declare, there i3 an un- 
doubted reality in converfe with God ; but that the 

Joy and delight herein, which they have found, is 
Bbove all the pleafures of the flefh f O I what mult 
that be, which could make fuch, who wanted no out- 
word allurements, who had not lolt their tafte, and 
*ere flefh and blood as well as others, to turn their, 
tack on all for Chrift, and by rheir walk teftify the/' 
have found fome more fatkfying enjoyment in fcIlow> 
Ihip with God ? 

4. Muft not this be very obvious, and convincing, 
that when men once become ferious in the way ofGod, 
TOy have got fome new acquaintance ? that ifure there* 
is another world, and fomc other fociety, than that of 
toen, with which they have intcrcourfe. Whence arc 
tnefe frequent retirements, from which they have- 
b 5=n feenfooft to come forth with greateft fatisfac-* 
^ and with fome remarkable change in their cafe ? 
^th it not thus appear, They are not akne y whin they 
y*h*e i yea, in fiich afolitude muft find fumcihing 
Ve 7 definable I 
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5. Is not this alfo teftifyed, in times when men 
could not well diffemhle, or be fufpecled of deceit ? 
in times of great outward affliction ; when the World 
-alfo hath been raoft tempting them wirh its offers ; yea 
at death, when they areftepping over that threfhoJd | 
a time, wherein the words of dying men are of great- 
eft weight and credit, the fpirits of fuch being 
then more unbyaiTed, and free of thofe ordinary 
temptations wherewith others are fwayed ! How oft 
J)ave they at fuch times declared, that furely God is fa- 
miliar with men, which they have found, and though 
they were going to change their place, yet were not 
<o change their company I" ■ 

6. Can that be a deJufion, which h foftnftbkztihz 
time prefent ? When the Saints are not more fure 
that they live, than they are fure of this truth, what 
near approaches and refrefhing views they have got 
while God hath come near i§ thtir yW, what a d if- 
cernable elevation of their fpirits doth go along with 
this ? Yea, on the other hand, as the withdrawing 
hereof is very fenfible to themfelves, is there not 
fomething of this even obvious to thofe about them,hoir 
great a change and difference this will make in 
their cafe, from other times, which they cannot gU 
Wd ? 

7. Doth not fomething of thn truth appear on the 
very countenance and outward carriage of Chriftians I 
what a luftre, and refemblance of Heaven, a \io\yJiap 
tdntfs and compzfure of fpirit, when they have been 
brought near God, in fecret'eonverfe with him, and 
taken up to the mountain! In aword,doth not the walk 
cf a ferious mortified Chrillian convincingly witnefs 
this? yea, it cannot but be fome way aftonifhing to the 
World, what fhould make them look fa well, and 
with fuch fatisfa&ioo, when no vifiblc caufe for it t 
when (hut up in prifon from converfe with friends, 
and acquaintance ? Sure, men will not think a rational | 
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Erit fo demented as to quit their former pleafures, and 
chufe the crofs, that they may only deceive the 
World with a counterfeit joy and fatisfa&ion, if they 
did not really find the fame. And while it is too too 
evident, what a dreadful fociety and commerce many 
have with the Devil, fhould any queftion or debate;- 
whether the Saints have truly communion and fellow- 
fhfp with Gody the Father of Spirits, whom they ferve 
and worfliip. 

FOURTH. That the rightews is mart excellent 
than his neighbour, Prcv. 12. 26. And hath ano- 
ther fpint, which is greater and more choice, than 
that which is in the World, is a truth, which, I am 
Aire, men ( not withftanding all their prejudice) mutt, 
needs confefs ; and that therein the Scripmrfc is truly 
verified, when fuch clear and convincing evidences 
do (tare them in the face. I confefs, the Saints are 
much under a dark cloud here, thro' the prevalence 
*f corruption ; yea, are oft accounted as the filth of 
Ibeiwrld : but when grace in any greater meafure* 
and in vigorous exercife, doth fhew it felf, then 
tnere appeared* fo much as will darken all the gran- 
deur of this earth, and force men to fee an excellency 
upon the faints, beyond any others. Thev cannot al- 
together fhun fuch a conviction,—!. What an evi- 
jtent difference is betwixt their way, who walk with 
and that of the moft poliflied moraltft, Some- 
"wag w in the one, which doth witnefs a more excel- 
ent Jptrit, a higher elevation, a fweet harmony, and 
equability in their way, that they move in fome 

fort V ' aa from other P rinci P Jes » with a re- 
P«t to fome greater intereft than any thing here, have 

^; rco ^ large heart to ferve their generation, than- 
"«e whofe felMntereft is feen to be the firft and hft 

111 a11 their motions. 

L 4 a. May 
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2. May it not alfo appear to obfervers that tender 
ferious Chriftians who live near God, do fchih wit- 
ntk their refemblance and likenefi to him ; to whom 
they move, as to their gieat and laft end ? yea, do 
evidence a more true excellency of fpirit, what a fweet 
calm and ferenity they have within, while £oirg 
through things that are mull crofs and vexing \ 
with what difcernab.'e quietnefs thefe can lock upon 
moft ?.fFngh[ing revolutions In the world, as fucfa 
whofe treafure and 'great intereft is beyond hazard, 
though the earth were all turned to afhes, 

3. Inhere not fo much in the way and carriage of 
the faints 1 >ea, fuch a majefty and author ity, that 
attendeth hotinefs, and doth force rtfptd and par, 
€ven from thofe who moft halt them ; yea, and doth 
force men to jufiify fuch in their confeience, whom 
they openly reproach, and perfecute ; Whence itis^ 
thataferious tender Chriftian is oft a fcare crow and 
terror to the prophane, when there is no outward 
caufe for it, but that they are ftruck with the con^ 
vidtion of a, more excellent fpirit in thefe, carrying 
fuch a refemblance to the image of God, as forccth 
fear and fubjeclion from that fpirit which is in tbt 
world. 

4. Doth not a Chriftian and holy walk caufe men 
tofhine as a light in the mid/l of a crocked and perverjt 
gentrathn ? Yea, daiken all their neighbours ? And 
in the datkeft night, is it not feen how grace ftineth 
with the greateft luftre? what a fweet and odorife- 
rous fcentdoth this fend through the country, vher« 
they live ; that may mew to all, how great 4 differ- 
ence there is betwixt fuch, and thofe who are wallow 
ing in this puddle of the earth ! 

5. h it not obvious, what a luftrc and beauty, 
yea, fomething more becoming our immortal foul, 
that is in the felf-denial of Chriftian*, their bearing 
injuries, forgiving fuch as injure them, without re- 
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viling, than in that proud vindictive fpirit that is in 
tbt world j that furefuch walk by a more excellent 
rule, and move from a higher principle ! 

6. It may be alfo evident to the world, what an 
other fpint is in thofe who do not run with the current 
*f every time, nor yeild to men becaufe of their 
mtward power, than in that fpirit which is in the 
world r that while the one doth prefs men to fave 
emfelves on any terms, the. other doth caufe the 
Umftian towfc u p his crofs, yea, lay down his life, 
to fave his confeience ! And whence is that patienk 
and rcfotution, by which the godly in times of fuffer- 
mg have overcome their perfecutors - 3 their bold 
avowing of the truth before men, when hazards arc 
molt obvious; and that advantage^wherew.th they ap- 
pear above others, in fuch a time ? O ! doth it not 
clearly wrtnels, they are of another mettal, who da 
thus abide the fire ; yea, become more bright by that 
therewith others are confumed } 
I I would add, that which the world cannot deny, 
W hkh is in the Saints, hath pre* 

IS nl °r er u C P atcft Mi f""«' *rf "rnal gain 
nd pleafure,which to many maj feem a wonder : as 
ne Popifh party did once fay of Luther, Beflia hac 
m curat aurum That which thev did fpealc in con- 
gpr , that it did prove him a heafl, did in eft & 
J w him i therein to be fomething above men , {of 

SdVeverLi 6 ^ WhiCh 
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* im illre ' noto ' lK ' ClKiftian experience <*fk 

il is Z r 6d fr0m vcf > convincing ground*, due 
« Pf. 9/9. If. 5 I. 12. 
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1, - The very countenance and outward appearance 
of the godly, in a fufFering time, doth oft declare 
the peace and tranquillity of their foul, fo as furely 
they mull have joy and fatisfa&ion from whence 
the world doth net know, and have fome other cor- 
respondence, than with things vifible. For it may 
be oft faid, as of Daniel^ and bis fellows, that under 
greateft: preffiires and a ve*y mean condition they 
look as welt, yea, with as much chearfulmfs % as thofe, 
who live on the Kings allowance* 

2. It can be no counterfeit, which fhould thus 
reconcile the cbriftian with a jufftring lot. For it is 
lenown how very fearching affli&ion and trouble pro- 
verb j which oft doth broach the veflel, and bring 
forth what hattf formerly moft clofely lurked. And 
O ! Doth not'that holy confidence and freedom, 
which the Saints have evidenced in confciEng the 
truth, before the princes of this world and their 
moft cruel adverfaries, yea, that chearfulnefs which- 
in moft extream articles of fufftring they oft 
do witnefs, even when they are ufijling to w 
blood ; doth -not this fpeak forth fomething be- 
yond the gallantry of a natural fpirit^ that far exceed- 
ed the ordinary way of men, and is a thing the 
world cannot but wonder, and whither they v/ill, cr 
will not, fee God's very immediate help, and hand ift 
the fame, according to his word ? 

3. Isitnotfecn, how the chearful way of the Godly 
under fufFering, while there is no outward ground 
for the fame, doth not only aftonilh, but is an &ct&r 
ing torment to adverfaries \ when they are forced to 
fee, how all their endeavours ( when their wrath ana 
malice bath been to theutmoft put forth) have yet been 
in vain, either to turn them afide, or to ruin their 
encouragement ; but that the moft fharp fuftermgsor 
the Godly do ftjll give tbtm the firefi dajh, help to 
ftrengthen others, jaftify God's way, and that temjr 
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refpefl he hath to his fufFering people, even before all 
observers ! 

4- Is it not alfo manifeft, that fuch whofe natural 
difpofitton was known to be very fainting and timo- 
reus, yet when called to Juffer fir the truth, have with 
Gut the leaft appearance of difcou rage men t, mowed 
in invincible refilution, and not only their own 
fears, but the expeditions of others have a marvel- 
lous difappointment ! O is thercnot there a vifible ful- 
filling of the* Scripture, that Jhaking reeds mould 
be made to ftand, were ftrongeft cedars have bow- 
ed ; yea, fome of very mean and ordinary parts 
have been fodifcernably raifed above themfelves, as 
they were made to confound the wife and learned I 

5. Muft it not be confeffed, that the zeal and r//*- 
htion of the faints did never more appear than in times 
of greateft oppofuion ? that at no time they have ' 
looked more} like Chriftians with more advantage, 
and with fome peculiar beauty and luftre of the grace 
of God, than under Suffering \ a thing, which as it 
eminently doth commend thegofpel, hath afro fo far 
convinced their enemies, aa in fome meafure it hath 
blunted their fcfge, and taken off their prejudice a- 
gaintt the way of God, and followers thereof. 

6, I may appeal the greateft Atheifts to their cons- 
cience, if any moral arguments, ( whatever influence' 
tney may have upon men's patient enduring ( could 
jver produce fuch effects, as rejoycing in tribulation, 
wtchooftng afflitlkn before fin and all its pleafures j 
^king m en to triumph over perfecutors, and to go 
with fuch a calm and chearfulnefs to a fcaffold, to fing 
amidft a dark prifon, yea, and to abound, and have aU 
"'V, under greateft want} 0 ! whence is this 1 Sure, 
wnttmgafove nature mu& be here, that is ftronger 
inan moral reafons, by which the Saints have tkusnur- 
U tb9 **rld ! Yea, is it not obviaus to all who 
iyo *on, how great a difference there is betwixt thfc 

prttiniti 
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pretended refolution -of a natural fpirit in death & Of- 
fering, and that joy and confidence of a Cbriftian, 
which hath then fhewed the compofure and tranquili- 
ty of his foul within ? The one being but a dark fha- 
<jow, and the other drawn to the We. 

SIXTH. That there is a Confcience within mm % 
tvhofe power both as a judge^ and witnejs^ doth anfwer 
that dear difcovery, the Scripture giveth thereof Rom. 
2.0. is a thing obvious even to the wW, which 
they muft needs confefs, both from it's vifible efttit 
cn others, and the working thereof within themfelves. 
That herein the word is verified, thefe things make it 
clear and undeniable,-- , 

I. That fure there is fomething withm, which thus 
maketh men afraid to be alone with themfclves t 
will caufe them to go abroad, and frame diveifi- 
mns to oe out of its noife : muft it not be fad earnefr, 
Vhich hath To dreadful a found in their ear, doth 
haunt the wicked man whither he, will, or not ? 
wherewith he would gladly be at peace ; but amidt 
his greateft mirth and profperity thb^oth mingfe- 
his vine with gall and wormwood. 

2 Is it not alfo fure, that men have oft an actujef 
vithin their breaft (while the> fccm to have Ug 
ttfore others) whofe judgment and fenttnee they 
can by no means decline; but after the a mmit^g 
of fin, yea, on the b.ck or their finfid p eafurts, dotn 
follow the lame with a Utter fng y *nd rmg tn» 
dieadtul peal in their ear, that in the end then **J 
will bt bitter mf! 0! is not ihis an accuunti W 
fcici.ee, which doth begin the torment of fcm« K 
fore the time I , r r . ■ 

3< What Lsii thufhculd make men's guilt to W 
blc eft in their t cu ieiance, even when thev WJ 
do ; to conceal t, and ihus <aufe tl era to ; : ve 
tongue ite lj4 , jca, bwuy to Ljftawtej 
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they will or not, fome fecret trouble, and fore they 
have within ? Doth it not clearly (hew the power of 
confeience, which hath fucb authority on men, 
that without violence or conftraint from others, 
doth even force them to confefs the truth, and (apply 
the room of witneffes j 

4. Whence is it, that fome are fa much difquietecl 
for Jecretfmsi which the eyesof others could not reach, 
yea, that as to fome grofs fins,even themoii profligate 
amongft men, have an horror at them, without refpeft 
to outward hazard ? Doth it not fhew the power of^ 
natural confidence, that holdeth forth a greater party t 
than the world with which they have to do, to uhom 
all things aremanifefi^ and fome greater witnefs than 
that of man \ 

5 5. How is it that even greateft men, whom the 
World could not reach, and in he midft of all pro- 
bable advantages, have yet often moll affrighting 
thoughts >much terror^and diAjuieting rcflt£lions r Mutt 
I it not be fomething within, which doth caufe them 
to fear,an other power than that ol the world, and a 
judgmtm-greater than of men ? 

6. What muft it be which doth force men tojuflfy 
, when his hand doth purfue them, and maketh 

em fo cafiK find out fjn in a time of their ftrait ? 
^hy is the . fen fe of guilt fo very affrighting at ieail I 
Is it not the confeience* which doth pufage a future 
judgment^ and extend its po*er to matters of anevef- 
lafting concernment and duration ? 

7. What fhould make men tremble at theword 7 
and fo much hate a feanhing minifiry ! Is it not be- 
caufe the light doth torment them I That though the 
word doth particularly name noLc, \et there is fome- 
Iking within, whichjpakeU* applic#io|i erf the truth, 
■nd doth plainly k^Thou art thi man } 

8. How do the worit of men okjudfy thof^in 
fart** Vihgm they openly have wdmntd ; that 
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while they are even perfecting the faints for truth, 
and holinefs, yet for thefe they give them and their 
way'a favourable teftimony, notwithftandrng all 
their prejudices ? Yea, what is it that doth caufe a fe- 
cret fear and awful regard of fuch whom they hate ? 
m-m Doth it not fliew fomething within, whofe judg- 
ment they are not able to refift ? * 

9. I 'muft further afk,* whence is that horror^ and 
tnofe dreadful cries and groans, which wicked men 
oft have in their ficknefs, even fuch who were. wont 
to fport at fin, with a daring countenance ? Can the 
world get this paft "without fomc remark, how 
intolerable a thing an evil Confcience is, when once 
let loofe ? when in all ages fuch terrifying examples 
of this kind have been fet up, for all that paft by to 
look on, fuch as Spira y Latomm, Olivariut y cjrY. And 
truly I think, it is a great Defeft, that there fliould 
not be a more particular record of fucb, which would 
give Atheifm fo great a dafli ; yea, force men to 
confers the truth of a Deity, and of the written word* 

(f) This is a great truth, & a great derrfonflration 
of God ( blefled Tor ever !) his being, and of the truth 
of his word, that there is a Gmfcitntt : fo flrange a 
power, which every man hath within him and over 
him, that forceth the foul to a rejleclkn on it fttf f 
even when it trembles at that fight, and with an aw- 
ful found tells the Atheift, there is a God, when he 
fecms to haye no few or conviction thereof ! This is 
that great tormentor and troubler of the world, from 
which thert is no retreat, though one fliould flee to 
the uttermoft parts of the earth: this keeps a high 
court of juftice under the authority of the great Judge, 
I and there without refpecYof perfons does fummons 
great and fmall, does arreft, bring in witneft, & paff< 3 
fentence, yca^in fomemeafure puts that in execution. 
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and can make hell begin there, by an unexprefiible 
anguifh and horror. It is ftrange, that fuch a-thing, 
when it is fo undeniable, does not ftare the world in 
the face with more amazement. But I flwlt further 
offer fome few evidences of this truth, befides thofc 
already mentioned. 

(1,) Could there be fuch a Power in man to differ* 
tna betwixt that goad and tvil which is within 
him, if there were not alfo fome higher pmer a- 
bove him, who bath thus formed him, with-- fuch 
principles? Yea, could there be a judging and wit- 
neffing within a man, if there were not a law &rule 
over him ? For it is.fure,the confcience in all its actings 
hath refpett to a higher judgment, and to a law, which 
even nature's light, though very dim, holds forth, but 
is cxprefs and clear in theScripture which is that great 
lule of the Confcience. — (a.) Is it not very ftrange, 
to fee- fuch a power within a man, and yet again y? 
him ; that the groffeft Atheift is an enemy to it, 
yet cannot be without it, or get it fliaken off ; and 
whilft it is known how ftrong a byafs and incli- 
nation thefe have to evil, more than good % they are 
yet forced to juftify the one, more than the other ! 
The drunkard cannot drown this conviction, nor the 
worldling bury it in the earth, where his treafure 
lies,—- (3,) Though men may come fome length to 
divert the confcience, and ftlence it, that it cannot ex* 
ercife its function, without fome fpecial divine excita* 
tion j yet is it not manjfeft, how then when once it 
W awaked^ there is no poflible withjtanding ! Then 
the ftout- hear ted cannot keep his ground, to debate 
with it ; yea, when they run, it follows with as 
fwift a pace ; no (kill, no arguments can defend from 
its force ; there is no violence againft fuch a power, 
but whilfl in the practice of fin they overreach the 
^tnefsof men, lo ! this is continually at hand to tell 
them, that He who is greater than the confcience, 

do's 
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do's regard.— -( 4, ) Can any thing be more real and 
certain, than thefe effeftsof the confcience, I mean that 
troublt and fear men have in finning, and that peace and 
fatisfa&ion that attends well- doing \ Do you know 
fuch a pkce of the earth, whither this power hath not 
fome accefs toover-aw men, even without any vifible 
aw or hazard ? And can all mankind, through 
the whole World, in all ages, be in foftrange a delu- 
lion, if there were no real ground for it?-- - (5.) How 
convincingly do's this witnefs to a confcience, 
and the reality of it, that men are at fo much work to 
bribe it, to frame diver/tons thereto, yea, to find 
out faife grounds of peace > and fotne fuch glofs and 
commentary, as many reconcile the rule with their 
grofleft act tugs and exorbitant its ? And why is 
this, but that in outdaring it, they And it Wron- 
ger then they, and therefore mult counterwork, 
by darkening that great light, and find out fome 
lhew of reafon to filence confcience, and promife 
peace to themfclves, though they walk in the wick-' 
nefs of their heart.— (6.) Do not thefe ftrange 
extreams, which oft are obvious in men's condi- 
tion, witnefs the reality of this power ? O what 
a marvellous thing, to fee one fiupid, this day ; and 
defperate the next, the confcience breaking out, at 
that rate, that to be rid thcreofand its tormenr, 
the poor nun would feek a (belter in the grave ? Yea, 
is it not ufual to fee fome wear out their time as 
hearts, yet at d)ing feized with an inexpreffible 
horror of God f Is pot this fomethtng wakened, 
wh ch was formerly afleep ?---(y ( )Do not men feefjeh 
defpa>atez&% of wickednefs in the Wnrld, (uch furious 
running over warnings and convi&ions, that ma? 
even convinongly mew fome pur fait of the confci- 
ence, an- i ti . ihoirid way they take to be rid oht 
bv revenge, to give it a funhei wound and filence its 
noyfe, by fvmft violent deftp itrokc ! (87 A, *^f* 
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thefe fuddin unlooked for cut-breakings of the confci- 
ence moft remarkable ; how it takes fume unawarts 
and grows upon them, the more they ftrive with it ? It 
is known a<fo, what refltfiions men ufuafly have on 
themfelves and their aftions, in fome prefent exigent 
and hazard \ yea, how they are thus affrighted, or 
in fome meafure quiet, as they are put to condemn 
or acquit themfelves on that fcore. Now is not this 
a convincing witnefs of the force of a natural confci- 
ence j And likewife that ufual recourfe, which the 
grofleft of men will in fuch an extremity have to God 
by prayer^ do's both declare this, and that impref* 
fion they have upon them of a Deity. ---(9.) How 
marvellous a confidence and fupport do's the confcience 
affurd where it is a friend under the"*greateft mifery 
and trouble from without \ For thus a man* 5 fpiritcan 
fujlain its infirmities* But O when it is an adverfary y 
nothing ( nothing ) fo unfuppst table ; it will torment 
and tear one within, when there is none without dare 
provoke him j yea, caufe the oppreffor to tremble, 
whilft it upholds the opprefled with confidence ; it 
makes the one eat his bread with j>y, when it imbit* 
tcrs the pleafant morfels of others, (*) 

SEVENTH. Tltat there is a reward fir the rigb- 
te&us, and unquefihnable gain in Godiinefs, is a piece of 
the Scripture not only well known, and witnefled 
the obferving Chrifttan in his experience, but 
tsalfo held forth in every ape, as in great letters to 
Review of the world. Pf. 58, 11. Pfi 97. Ik 
y> 3 *0. It is true, that the Chriftiai^ lot is oft 
folWed with much trouble, and fomerimes with 
loft of his life, which mav feem to have a very difmai 
J pect. Fr,r thatgreat good nefs, which the man who 
tarcth God, hath enfured to him, is much laid up in 
pother worlu ; but it is alfo fure, that there are fuch 
c,f *r convincing proofs of this truth held forth 

even 
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even to theobfervation of men, by which the Lord 
hath in every age confirmed the fame, that I am Cure 
the greatest Atheift cannot anfwer even thefe.--- 

1. That this is the verydi&ate of a natural con* 
fcience, not only that God is, but that he is a reiuar- 
der of fuch as fcrve him : yea, none amongft men 
are fo grofs, or brutifh, who are not in fome mea- 
fure principled to difference betwixt good and- evil, 
with fome fear of a punifhment to the one, and fome 
hope of recompence to the other ; and are alfo forced 
to notice fome more fignal and convincing example?, 
which have been of that kind in their time. 

2. Mart we not fay, yea, doth not the World 
fee, in every age, that hiftory of Jofeph in fome 
part ^ fled over again? Sure,there have not been want- 
ing many fuch remarkable inftances, wherein it might 
be eafy to trace an upright and ftraight walk through a 
very maze and labyrinth of changes, and to (how how 
that hath been their condition, & at lad integrity hath 
brought them to land in a comfortable harbour ; yea, 
how often they have had a marvellous, unlookexl for 
relief, contrary to all humane appearance. This in- 
deed is no romance ; but a moft true hiftory, which 
through all times, and many examples, might be 
written of the Word and providence, which would 
furpafsthe richeft fancy, that any fiction or romance 
did ever contain. 

3 Muft it not be convincing, even to the worft 
Of men, what a vifible blefftng doth oft follow the 
mean lot of fome of the Saints, which can make 
their little reach far,and caufe them to abound moie;n 
their poverty^ than others amidft their abundance? 
Which, I think,the world cannot fliun to obferve,and 
gather that there is furely fomething elfe than mens 
own care, wrifehdoth their bufinefs : and how that 
ordinary proverb ralleth not to the ground, that /r 
is better to U happy than wift, when they fee a fe- 
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cret judgment blow upon fome men's eftate, that no 
means can prevent ; and a fecrct biffing, which ma- 
keth things profper and take effect, accompany the 
Chriftian's little : fo as it may be eafy for fuch who 
look abroad, to fee where real contentment, with, 
chearfulnefs and giving of thanks, ufeth to dwell. 
': 4. May not the world fee, there is a feafi in a fooet 
eonfcience y how little foever they partake of the 
World? that well doing, and the praflife of godli- 
Befs, hath fome prefent re-ward in its hand i Whereas 
fo remarkable a difference may be difcerned betwixt 
the countenance and carriage of fuch, and of them 
who truftin fa fliood, that furely in a time of ftrair, 
thofe have another kind of fecurity and confidence, 
when grcateft natural fpirits fail ; yea, that thofe a- 
lone can enjoy themfelves, have the moft calm and 
compofed fpirits, amidft the feverai changes of their 
life ; that according to outward things their peace- 
doth not ebb, nor flow, but they are at a feen ad- 
vantage above others, in the day when men are fore 
outwitted with their ftraits. So as it will be moft 
eafy then to fee the good and advantage of religion, 
when the vanity of other advantages is moft difecr- 
nable. 

S- Is it not alfo feen, that true honour doth truly 
wait on humility ,and followeth fuch ; But that it flecth 
from them who do moft purfueit : yea, that faithful- 
and an upright walk will gain credit even amongft 
her enemies, and refped before the World ? 

6, That thofe who are faithful in their life, and 
d %nt improvers of a fmall talent, have ufually 
more added, with fome difcernable growth follow- 
ing the fame : and as the drying up of the parts of 
tome, as a judgment on unfeithfulnefs, is oft ob- 
vious, fo alfo fuch a bleffing upon ferious diligence, as 
wn made the lad to be/r/?,and even outrun fuch who 
were once before them. Yea, it is truly feen, how 

*; Jgrace. 
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grace hclpcth men's gifts, doth'raife and fublimatc 
their fpirits, above that which once thev were. 

7. L)oth not the Lord put fome v-feble difference 
oft, betwixt the righteous and the wicked in a time 
of common calamity ? that a flrange deliverance with 
the concurrence of very marvellous providences, doth 
fometime await fuch, even to the convi&ion of obfer- 
vers ; which maj tell the World, fuch have had an in* 
vifible hedge of prefervation about them, and have 
been under fome better care, than their own. 

8. What a clear witnefs do ungodly men oft bear 
to this truth, at their death, or at fome other /trait. 
fo that their confcience hath forced them to juftify 
\h: godly man's choice, & to fay, that the lot of fuch 
is only moft defueable : yea, with much bitternefs 
to lament their own folly, that made not religion n ore 
their bufinefs, the good & advantage whereof is now 
no matter of debate. Sure, the World will confefs, 
how oft the confeflion and teflimony of fuch men, 
to this truth, hath reached their ear. 

9. 1 (hall but add, that which is fo very mani- 
feft, how faithfulnefs and integrity doth tranfmit 
mens name with more honour ; yea, makcth it have 
a fwceter favour in their generations, than either 
riches or outward preferment : )ea, that there is a 
great difference betwixt the memorial of the righte- 
ous, and of the wicked, even to the convi&ion of the 
world. 

EIGHT. That verily there is a God who judgetb 
in the earth, Pf. 58. II. who doth render unto 
men vengeance, and doth furfue the tranfgrejfor, 
becaufe of fin, is a truth, whichahe world hath m 
every age by many convincing inftanctrs held forth 
to thern, where they may fee the Scriptnre clearty 
verifyed. l%%yi T 
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I have a little touched this in the fecond Argument 
how the accomplifhing of Scripture threatnings is 
witnefled to the obfervation of the Church, and 
to thofe who are wife to difcem the times, wherein 
they live. I (hail here point at this truth, as it is in 
the providence^of God, written in fuch great letters, 
as are obvious to the view of the World, fo as moft 
common obfervers cannot p^fs this without a re- 
mark. It is true, much may be laid over to that great 
general affize of the laft judgment, that day of retri- 
bution \ yea, fomctimes we fee the moft wicked and 
vile go in peace to the grave ; the fovereignty of 
Ciod doth alfo appear very obfervably in the dif- 
ferent meafure and kind of punifhment ; and it is too 
evident, how prone men are to look more to the in- 
tereft that fecond caufes have in fuch a thing, than to a 
divine hand: but this is alfo fure, that theLord is known 
•n the earth by the judgments which be execute th, 
and m every age doth fet up fuch convincing examples 
before men, that the greateft Atheift may fee^ yea, 
oft their confcience mult break thejayl, reflrain it 
as they will, and force this acknowledgement, that 
lucn judgments can be no cafual thing ; while 
lomethmg of * P°wer higher than man, and a clear 
verifying of the word, are fo difcernable therein. 

Now to demmftrate this truth, I would offer fome 
things which may (hew how very near this comeih 
» the obfervation of men, fo as none can be aftrarig- 
| r th cret0f or want conv ja; on 0 f ( j )js piecc Qf thc 

«uth of God, except they willingly fhut their eyes, 
w Me it is clear, 7 1 

*. That the very Heathens, who never knew the 
* ri pture, nor a writren Law, have yet fo much of 
a natural confcience, that not only (hey can p .t fome 
'fference between venue and vice, but even in 
wnc meafure can difcernGVs putting fome difference 
twixt the fame, and how flagitious crimes ufe to be 

puw/btd 
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f unified a divine band. We may fay, time could 
never yet wear out the obfervation of this truth, 
through the World : & though many things may be 
received and credited, which not having a furc 
ground do quickly evanim (it being truth's priviledge 
f! ill to out live falftiood ) yet it is fure, how in the dark- 
eft parti of the earth, this hath been ftill noticed 
with a fpeclal remark, & tranfmitted from one age to 
another ; yea, the records of the nations, even by 
heathen writers, fhew what remarkable puni fo- 
ment hath followed cruel oppreflion, Coven ant- break- 
ing, and fuch other grofs fins again ft the fecond ta- 
ble i yea, how thefe have been the ufual forerun- 
ners, of great ftrokes on Kingdoms and families, 

2« Doth not the World fee, that in thofe remark- 
able judgments, which have come on a Nation and 
People, there is fomething higher than injlruments, or 
fecond caufes, which may be very evident in bringing 
the fame about : fo that all who go by, muft con- 
fefs, fuch is no cafual occurrence, nor doth arifc out of 
the dud, but that furely a divine hand is there ? And 
truly, though fome defolating ftrokes are very ter- 
rible in themfelves, and blood and ruins mould be 
no matter of pleafure ; yet, whereas thereby that ftatc* 
ly found is heard, even his voice who maketh the earth 
to tremble ) and God is made known to the Tons of 
men, we fbould not only with fear, but even fomc ho- 
ly congratulation confider his work, Now to clear 
what a convincing witnefs thefe are to this truth, I 
fhall point at fome very obvious remarks, which ^1 
am fure the World cannot contradict, of the Lord's 
own immediate hand in fuch judgments,--— i 1 -) 
That ft range concurrence of providences, which u- 
feth to appear when G*d is again/l a People ; ho* 
all things will then confpire,as afatal conjunction, to 
work their wo and ruin, that men -may fee, (u ( yj 
ibis is frm the Lord } wbv is wonderful in cwnjth 
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and from a hand againft which there is no ftrivin?, 
(z.)How f uc h remarkable (Irokes are feen tc? fall in with 
fome great and remarkable height of fin in fuch 
a nation and People ; fo that it is eafy then for all 
lookers on to confefs the righteeufnefs ofGod thereon. 
r*(30 When judgment is coming on a land, it 
may appear how inflrumenis are raifed, and in a more 
then ordinary way afleJ with all advantages for fuch 
a piece of fervice.-(^) There is a vifible^/?/W then 
both of counfit and firength, and thofe means, which 
otherways looked moft prctable \ ho -v rem irkablp 
fuch are confounded, even in the ufe of their ordinary 
abilities ,& their hearth ufual courage taken from them, 
while the Lord isona work ofjudgment— ) That 
afromming yWx, which is ufually feen to follow 
thofe whom the Lirdfendctb forth to execute hfctu la- 
ment ; how then they move fwiftly, & with vi K mt 
they do not ftumMe, or weary ; it is neither rivers 
m walled cities can ftand in their Wiy ; m mntains 
are made vallies, to {hew it is the Lord, whofi hand in 

J£ fi r ng upm thm * t0 *™grhen their 

*>ms and make the fword and ax fharp f or his fer- 
vice.(60 Amidft thefe various ftrokes which come on i 
tad, can men pafc that of x^Peftihnce withoutfome 
C T 7 hcre God% * nand, fomething 

E r nl > ab ° Ve ordi ™ r X°r natural caufo, may be 
whfrKi u f ' tS ftran ^ e P'*g refs and ^reading, 
r 0 unt I l t T? do f h ° ft g* ^ugh cities and 

fome fnV d that t tY C ° mC n0t unfent » ^ wlth <>^ 
aIcomm,fnon ' *" d <nat there is no ft™ 

Z 1 jTS^L "? ry pIa fi ues * unel1 h * wh ° bought it 
' d0 alfo by his own hand take it off. 

how holyjufhce Mh keen a proportion, 

and 
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and doth fliape out the judgment fo exaflly, both in 
meafure and kind, that it may be eafy to fee the 
firth pointing (as with an hand ) to the caufe, by itj 
dilcernable likenefs ; and both at the righteous judg- 
ment of God,whicb thus meafure out to men.as they 
have dealt with others. We fee how the Lord judged 
J g «g s and Adonibezeek } how Sodom's burning luft 
was puniflicd wuh fire from heaven: Yea, what even 
David had meafured out for his murder and adultery} 
for the one,the/word /ball not depart from his V/f.and 
for the other, his wives by his own fon abufed. And 
truly every age's obfervation can witnefs this truth 
from many convincing examples, that there is a God 
wb» iudgetb in the earth. It being oft feen if men 
would ferioufly obferve, (i.) How an univerfal over- 
fpreading of fin in a land, hath ufually feme national 
and univerfal ftroke followmg.---(2.)That*W wad- 
eth on bloody men, and fuffcreth them not oft to UN 
out half their days ; one oppreffor pun.flied by ano- 
ther : the unmerciful man payed home in his own 
coin, by fuch as Dull fhew as little mercy to him, « 
his — {% ) How the pmud and infolent, who do molt 
hu.'t iter outward glory, are ufually punched w* 
fome humbling abafing ftroke. He f^ethC-.nttM 
tn princes ; and fuch who will not honour God, lba» 
not obtain that honour they feck from,men.--(+J * "* 
fuch who have been mott given up to Unban**/',*? 
oft feen not to increafe as to the.r Pofiertty. but heir 
ifiue obfervably made to fail i yea by a 
rooted out : fure many fuch fignal examples 
be inftanced.- ( 5 ) How fuch who have cbofcn£ 
to fhun trouble and fo&ring, have in their finfw way 
pot as large a meaf.re the.eof, as that ™ an » W " J 
Q. M*,\ time bid. he could not born for the trurt, 
and therefore ferfook it, by an unfeen hand tad ^ 
bimfelfandhishoufe in one night burnt.- it>J i. • 
trmbesm and deceitful men ate thus dealt JgW 
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others, yea, children who have been undutiful to their 
parents, have from their'smet with the famerecom- 
pence.— (y.) That whilft men, to make a purtbafi. 
have even denied themfelves the nectffarj ufe of out- 
ward things, they are oft feen to leave their effete to 
fuch, who do quickly waftt and /tatter the fame ; and 
Ihus the iinfu! parfimony ofparents is punifhed with the 
prodigality of fuch who fucceed them.— (8.) That the 
frenuent ufe of fome dreadful imprecations is oft punifh- 
«dby the Lord with afuitable ftroke, to the conviction 
both of themfelves and obfervers.foJHow fuch as have 
yrynid together, and united themfelves againft the 
truth, have been vilibly broken as to their own private 
intejeft : and truly we muft fay, there is oft fuch a 
conjunclion of very convincing circumftar.ces, in fome 
»*of the judgment of God, with fuch a refemblante 
° heyte, yea judgment fometimes purfuing men 
« the very place, where the fin hath been afld, that 
J may be eafy for all who go by, to fay, there is in- 
deed aGsd who judgeth in the earth. 
> Doth it not appear, how very convincing and 
bv.ousth.s truth is even to the World, from thofe 
mmry remark , and prtvcrbtal faying which we 
■^mallagesand in every part of the earth, evert 

S/ ■ r L ° r truly what elfe a[e ,hcfe b«t aa 
Pr C s w K fs hQW univerfa] , tfuth js k 

lit b/ mcn ' how m «h the World is 

Ce,; m , UCh i nS<Jonot ufc t0 P afs without 

name 

^alinVlU , ? emarks > that have been moft 
C , U T-( l ) How fome families have nit 

Con fl , ret L JU J d S ment hath been difcernable 
wn,lince the/ had hand i« f orae grofsaflsof 

^ widtdneft, 
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wickednefs, fu'ch as bloodflied ; their former pros- 
perity from fuch a day vifibly declining.--^.) How 
rhat mivil punhafi ufeth not to be of long continuance, 
but their eftatc oft in a very ftrange and unfrnfiblc 
■way made to vanifli, which their children though 
frugal can by no means keep up: and the caufe here- 
of men do eafily point at, it was purchafed by fraud, 
tranfmitted with a curfe cleaving thereto, and fo there 
was no warding off the judgment of God.--f3 ) Such 
who do not much confider God's controverfy, yet 
are oft forced to remark, that fincefome have medled 
or matched with fuch an boufe, they have ftdly 
fmartcd thereby, fomething of a curfe even following 
the tact and pofterity of feme.— (4.) How/«riAp- 
mx medline with that which hath been for a pious 
and publick ufe, hath caufcd a vifible wafte and con- 
fumptionin their own eflatc.--(5-) That men s .flung 
counfel from the Devil, & turning to that quarter fo 
their help, doth ufually refolve in a fad and trap* 
clofe ; and truly this, many in the (hutting upofthc* 
life have been forced to confefs.-- (b.) That 
doth not ufe to keep its feet, not a wtcked u.a, m 
profper, what ever it fecm to at the firft view: )«j 
1 may add, as one of th; world's remarks, which the; 
cannot well ftun, tbat which feemeth was an ore 
nary faying in the time of Eflber, that it is not W 
tmlling the Church, or for «n » to » 'Jj 
felves in oppofltion to that party ; & I *™^$L 
tion, but this (hall be yet as convincing and owi 
to the World, as it hath been in any former ages. 

5. I S not the appearance of adiv me hand oft J 
obvious totheWoilJ in the d.fcovery °fj"> t 
bringing to light fome gyofs .& of wekedneb, ^ 
in extraordinary way ? while itifeen.fi.J n> 
({range uncalled mean, thefe have been 0 ^ 
forth 5 fuch an aftonifoing amnion, & cow* 
f f things therein, as hath forced not only l°° kc,s ( nt 
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fome fpecial remark, but hath even ftruck the guilty 
party through the heart with wonder, and conviflion 
of the fame.--(' How the hand of Juftice purfuing 
men for fome notorious, and publick crime, doth oft 
bring to light fome that have been moft fecret, which 
they thought the World could never reach : yea, it 
may be frequently feen while men have been in ent 
fin found out, it hath alfo brought forth the difco- 
very of fome other, and forced them to confefs, 
that it was a righteous judgment purfuing them for 
the fame. It is a thing alfo known, yea, by many 
undeniable inftances. witnefled, that marvellous difco- 
«ry of concealed murder , by the bleeding of the 
body upon the touch of the murderer. I confefs, it 
would be hard to aflert the lawful and warrantable 
praftice of fuch an ;;peal to fo extraordinary and 
ttupendous a f.gn M.i the Lord, where Scripture 
goeih not clearly before us : but on the other hand, 
uch a thing fo furely tryed for fuch an end, and in 
me cafe where all ordinary means of difcovery have 
been wanting, I think, calleth us to a ferious remark 
mercof, while it fo vifibly feemeth to witnefs bis 
Mnd, who doth make inquifstion for blood. 
6. Is not the dreadful eon/i 'emotion, thofetorment- 

} 7 whlch men after fome 6 rofj a(3s of wici ' 
Unefs do bewray, a very obvious witnefs to this 

L I r l' thnt " « G > d *» h ° j'dgetb on the earth, 
•»*»/« bands it is a terrible thing to fall, and fliew- 

W) v great a t uni I hme ^ wickednefs is to us 

Did k V lfAtheifts tu ™ notbrutifh and ftu- 

wfcU i r L muft notice this » and con,efs a thing 

SSif^ °? fCach ! heir ears ' what have b «" 

moil 

(landers 



tht h -j i '"ta meir ears, wnat have 

fcor, j - C P S . " f man y d S'*g men, who have 
bV ? W ' ~ in thcir life i ,hat ma >' te » »»■» 
the '7 Wh ° Can fi rtuh f' rlh *» band on 
twmJl, " "■/«'*»•, whereto no rack or outward 
ii a ny way C0Jn p arab j Ct 

9. I 
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- I would further add j thofe extraordinary figns 
and trtdig iet, which do ufually go before fome ftroke 
and 'judgment on a land, do they not clearly pomt 
at a divine hand in the fame ? For as thefe are a fo emn 
Jbrewarning from Heaven, to give men an a arm, 
before remarkable changes, the truth whereof the 
World cannot deny ; fo we muft fay, they are a cor., 
vincing teftimony, that thefc judgments are no ca- 
sual things, which the Atheill cannot anfwer ; if 
bein» fo clear, (i.) That fiich figna and P rod.gi« 
have" been in (very age viable to the World's expert- 
ence, and the graved hiftories both of ancient . and 
latter times, do fully witnefe.--(2.; That fuch th.r»? 
fliould alfo be previous to great revolutions in tne 
World, we know the Scripture is moft expKBj 
'he!. 2. 20. Luk. 21. it.. And as we IhouU 
K uard aeainft any fupttiliti >■, ' refpet, we mould al- 
fo beware of ftupid Atheiftical inadvertency at tbtf 
Grantee works of the Lord, which call both for to 
and obfervation. ~( 3 .) Tnat fuch have been ; ufually 
previous to put calamities and judgments on 
People, is a thing that all ages muft w.tne b ; c*» 
thofe, who have been moft cauttous and d.fcernmS 
in their time, who could not (mm this as a «o»* 
Herodotus doth fet that down as a thing .molt iur , 
in his fixth Book. Cum Deusjuniturus el) 
.vrbemprodigih, id filet Isgnificare And Luecn cou. 
S what went before the Romans c.v.l «JJ 

Suptrique minaces Prodigits terras >"P- tru " 

Yea, itcanharolybe inttanced any great c angc 
revolution in the earth, which hath not had » 
fuch extraordinary Herald going before.- -(4- J* 
World deny how fometimes thele pr° d '?^/A, 
have been Ihaped out to point ^he very nam, 
Jlrote then imminent, by a ftrange »J<"**g 
the fame ; fuch as a flaming fword m the nJ, ^ 
pcarance of armies fighting even fcmet.mc! »P „ 
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earth, to the view of many, moft fober and judi- 
cious Speflators, alfo fhowers of blood, the noife 
of drums, and fuch like, which are known ufually to 
go before wars and commotions. 

NINTH. That there are evil /pirits, (Epb. 6.12. 
Kn: 20. 2, 3 J and a Diabolical power, fuch as the 
topture hath held forth, who/e conflant work is the 
rft/ffflW undoing of man, is a truth, not only wit- 
tolled from that experience Chriftians have of their 
Uault but is undeniable by the world, and greateft 
Atheifb, except they deny the difcovery of fcnfc, as 
veil as reafon. 

I confefs, it may caufc fear & aftonifhrmjm, to think 
on this, that fpirits fo knowing and once originally 
jccllcnt, have fallen thus into fuch an height of in- 
dignation againft infinite goodnefs, that it is now 
Weir only aim and pleafure, to dijhmur God. and 
Wny his image in man. It (hould indeed caufc us to 
j-ar him, \\m /pared not the Argcls who finned l /*b.;t 
C truth it fell is fure, that fuch a party is at this Jay 
"compiling the earth, and trafficking up and down 
"ere : ta prove which by arguments, were to li<»ht I 
WPr *° ,et nu ' n (cQ that jt 15 day, while it is known 
j JC . ordin3r y ^miliar converfe many have therewith, 

trJV™ difcem lhat />™"*i which the 

this World hath upon the children efdife^ 

° W , ° bvi0U8 are the marksof his conqJdt 
gft every where ; Thoufands lying in his chains ! 

mJJVV** many tran ^ r ™ d into the very 

iff J> r* T\> Whidl in th ° fc dcf P erate P rodi ~ 
■JJA io wickednefs that areoft in the world, may 

Ch r ' Whcre , at Wc ^uld think humannature, 

With hnr 0rr ? t5 u CUU,d IlUt bUt trCmbJC > y ea > OH 

« m evn r r ° W man y in a " a 6 es havc ev en been 

tmS t with them ? and is not thcrca 

of the earth, where the Devil* vifibly an J 

% bS>***4^ audibly 
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audibly known,where hehatha kind of neighbourhood 
with men ? But there being no need for fuch ade- 
monftration, I only here aim to hold forth what a 
concerning truth this is, and of great conference, if 
ferioufly confidered ; yea, how both the Scripture, 
and Chriftian Religion, is hereby evidently con- 
firmed fince thtfe things muft neceiTarily follow,— 

I, That in this the Scripture is truly fulfilled, 
which doth witnefs what thefe Spirits are, adverfaritt 
td man ; in their nature and Inclination defperately 
evil ; whofe actings in the earth have a vifible ten- 
dency to men's hurt and ruin ; yea > their pretended 
favours always direded to that end ; whence we fee 
fuch a natural inbred horror, which is in man agamit 

th T'That it is no common thing, which they fomuch 
purfue 3 fomething more precious than the body, lor 
which fo great and cruel an adverfary is jn conti- 
nual labour ; for their actings have no fuch tendency 
to ruin men's eftate in the World : no, it is mott evi- 
dent,^* is the>/, the immortal foul, to undo the tn 
in that great intercity the mark, whereat they level , 
that poor man might be fharer of that mifery, under 
which they arc concluded. V 
<> Is it not an undeniable confequence of this tmin, 
that there muft be an invifible World, that hath Ha- 
bitants of another kind than fuch as are here ; tna m 
there is fome being above man ; yea, ^f^/ 0 " 
dence betwixt men and Spirits ? And mould no 
man, thus placed in a middle ellate betwixt . 
and the bealis here bdow, partaking in his Wf ™ 
the one, but in his reafonable/^ with the nine * 
thence raife himfelf to thoughts of fome more 
hnt condition, for which he is framed, than a /«; 
life ; and that furely the/W hath an intereft ? in 
Other world, which he Ihould moft look alter , ^ 
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4.Mun: not this alfo be Aire, that there is an invtfi- 
He guard i and thefe defperateSpirits are under reftraint y 
by a power frron^er than they, which can bound 
their malice \ For, this may be certain, that thefe 
who have fo great enmity to man who are fo near,and 
have fuch advantages over us, could not keep at fuch a 
diftance, but that they are kept in chains by a 
higher power. 

* 5. How is it that mw by the Gofpel and within 
this precinft of the Church, Satan's power is fo nmc^ft 
rtjiraintd y m refpeft of former times; while it is known, 
What a familiar converfe they had with men, did c- 
ven haunt their houfes, and were fo pubtick in their 
ippearance under fuch namesof Farm and Brounics w 
Which fmce the breaking out of the light of theGofpel 
hath not been r* Yea, hach nottheDevii to this day an 
open throne and dominion in thofe parts of the earth, 
whereChrirt is not worfliipped? It is alfo known,ho9r 
the oracles of old did ceafe, arid that publick wor- 
Jhip, which the world for many ages had given them t 
With the very time ofChrift's appearance,and breaking 
out of the Gofpel ; thefe night- hearts getting to their 
dens, when once the day was broke, Plutarch and 
other 1 heathen writers are witnefs to this. 

o. Whence is it that within the Church, where 
Ntan is moft retrained, yet there he doth more Jiir % 
tan in all the worid befides ? Doth it not fhew, that 
j*« is the party with which he is at war ? Hence dotrt 
t * more rage, the more clear the light ftiineth : yea, 
^/here not feen fomething, befides men's natural en * 

wVh r* t,1C tfMth ' CVCna ami vioience > wbcre- 
Jth fomc a re vifibly driven, in their ailing with fuch 
JJ Jjnfitjablc cruelty againft the followers of Chrfl, 
f ^ uhout the Jeaft ftadow of provocation, as holJs 

'lent * r Cly Ieremblancc of theDruil t and fome vio- 
preUure and incitement from that rjuarftr ! 
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7. Is it not Cure, that there is fuch a party, by this, 
that he is an adverfary to God and bolinefs ; for 
which reafon he doth fo impetuoufly tempt and prefs 
men to the outward a<fts of fin ? Yea, that there is a 
Spirit ofblafphemy, which fovifibly rageth in the world, 
and afts men to war againft Heaven with their tongues, 
by curfing and blafphemous oaths, which hath no car- 
nal pleafure or $ain, but yet they can not forbear ; 
from a violent incitement, which may be feen fwa) ing 
to the fame. 

8. Whence is it, which is fo very known and no- 
torious that thofe horrid wretches who givt tbemfcha 
to the Devil, cannot enter in any formal engagement 
-without renouncing Chrijl and their bapufm ? doth 
it not (hew that direft oppofition he Hands in to 
Chrift, yea, to the very name and fhadow of Chntti- 

anity ? , a "jj 

o Whence is it that even the grofTeft Met/is, upon 
any appearance of the Devil, or apprehenfion from 
that quarter, will not then make fcorn of prayer, W 
tarn in earned to that, which bother times they mott- 
*>d > O doth it not (hew, men's Atheifm is their judg- 
ment ; that not only there is a dreadful horror and fear, 
which by nature men have of thefe evil Sp'"*'<* 
fome inbred fenfe alfo and impreffion of a 
which doth bewray it felf, whither they will or not, 
in a preffing (trait and extremity ! 

TE NTH. not then hMMimm^kmj^ 
feed of the woman, and the Serpent, as the Scnptj 
'hath held forth,!* very manifett : a truth, wh«»n tW 
world may fee the Scripture clearly verified G^h*9 

his truly ftrange, that this puttcth »ot«** 
more ferious thoughts, to pwfue fuch a tK 
true rife, whatfhould caufe fuch a violent and u ( 
fonable contrariety againft the ways and ^ ^ 
God J for here, upon grave refleaions, they mult ne 
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fee, that their way in this is a convincing witnefsto tin 
truth of the Scripture, which might put them in 
fome other humour, yea, help to turn this poifon 
into an antidote 3gainft it felf. But this is fure and 
undeniable, the difcovery whereof cannot but 
flare the greateft Athcift in the face, from thefe con- 
vincing evidences. 

1. That it is feen, no private quarrel which ever was 
among men, hath been with fuch vigour and malice 
purfued, as this up*>n the account of religion ; which 
hath ftill put the World more in a flame, than any 
private intereft : yea, it is very manifeft how men are 
carried with the ftream of their own natural inclinati- 
on, to oppofe the Church and People of God. 
L 2. That this feed and enmity could never be ta- 
hen up through all the fuccejjians of time ; a flrife 
f which is not late begun, to be feen only in one age, 
1 letwixt the children of the bond- woman, and of the 
free. No, the mod fage and wife amongft men, 
the greateft Peace-makers, could yet never fall cn 
a way to reconcile thefc two parties ; but the 
children have ftill feived themfelves heirs to the quar- 
rel and hatred of their fathers againft the Church. 

3. Is it not feen, that thofe who are more Ml, and 
can hold a little up with the form of religion, yet 
*ill break forth in greateft rage againft the pi\ 
thereof, when once it begins to appear ? It is indeed 
tare, that inbred contrariety, which is in men a.- 
8*ipft holinefs, doth bewray it felf, even in thofe 
who are otherways noted for a calm and peaceable 
oifpofition, while once they beein to be fcorcbt with 
its heat. 

4- What ftrong natural antipathy^ this, which 
caufeth men to purfue with fo much bittemefs thofe 
worn whom they never had any pcrfonal injury ? Sure 
ice muft ofucfl, that they> have no reafon,or 
evocation, than what is frgm the appear - 
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xancc of the image of God in fuch : but this is their 
nature and difpcfiticn, an enmity which they can no 
more help, than they can change their nature, or the 
Leopard can change its /pets. 

5. Form what a Jtrong inclination , and inward 
principle, doth the World thus aft in its oppofitionto 
the Church and followers of God ? whilcft it is clear, 
though thefe were never fo quiet and peaceable yet 
their enemies are (till rcftle(s,and cannot flcep befide 
them. 

6. It Is f:en, hbw this doth feparate betwixt ncareft 
friends and relations and alienate fuch who have 
fometimes been moft dear to other : no bond in na- 
ture fo ftrait, which it will not break. It doth oft fct 
the hufband againft the wife, and the parents againft 
the children ; Yea, when religion once breaks out 
in a corner of a land, or a family, doth it not then 
make a vifiblc jar % and put all in a fame. 

7. It is clear, that when once grace appeareth in 
men, they are as a ftgn and wonder to a profane gene- 
ration. The World doth then fenfibly change her 
countenance, and looketh like a flep- mother : while 
on other hand it is clear, that profeflbrs turning loofi, 
and running to an excefs */ riot with others, will 
caufe their old adverfaries to warm towards them ; and 
alas, proveth tte furcft way to gain tt\tW$fricndjhi}> 
while the Woife think*, they are their own, when 
once they turn profane. 

E L E VE&TH. That the Creature is maitfubjcB 
H vanity, becalfe of fin : which not only the M 
•f men, but til Spirit ofGod, doth witnefs, thattnmgs 
here beneath We fun, are indeed vanity , and vexation 
•ffpiritA Rout. 8. 20. Ecclef. 2. 11 J 
of the Scripture, in fuch great letters written forth to 
the view of men, that none can be Hungers tncre- 



of the Scripture. 251 

It is true, the caufe, and folid remedy of this fo ge- 
neral a complaint, a.rc only reached by the Gedly man; 
who knoweth how to read the vanity of the creature, 
as a piece of the fulfilling of the word, and doth fe- 
riouiiy confider things as they are, and not as they ap- 
pear. But it is alfo furc, that in every age through 
the various changes of man's life this is fo clearly wit- 
nefled, that the moft grofs and brutifh cannot 
fliift the convidion thereof : but in one of thefe two 
times have been forced to a publick acknowledging 
of the fame ; at death, when they are leaving the 
World, or in a day otflrait, when the World is leav- * 
ing them. How to demonftrate this, I fliall here but 
offer thefe few queries. 

[. Have not the greateft inftanccs of the glory of 
the World, been ufually the greateft examples of 
jts vanity, and change ? How few hath ambition 
.raifed, but it hath alfo ruined ; yea, given the foreft 
fall to thofc it had lifted moft high ? What fudden 
changes do attend great men, and high places ; which 
thofe who fit low, do efcape ? Sure, if the tragedies of 
Princes, and fuch who in their condition have been 
raifed above others, were put by thcmfelves in record, 
it would make a great volumn, and fhew how their 
glory and profperous cftate did only make their fall 
the more obfervable. 

2. Is it not obvious,what a fra\ 
is in all worldly things j that even! 
dorns and politick bodies, to maintain 
policy nor ftrength was wanting, yet like naturalf 
bodies of men hud their incvitablt piriccit, their 
ycutb and flourifhiog times, their declining and 
old age, and at laft been brought to their pjave ? 
Hath not the glory of greateft EmpWliiW Monar- 
chies funk in the duft ? yea, fcar,ce a heap of flones 
•eft this day, to tell us where once famous cities have < 
food, Nunc Seges eft uii Troja fuit ; the ruins where- \ 
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of, and fuch excellent pieces of the World, doth 
clearly ftew that certain diflblutioji of the wfolc fa- 
brick at lafh 

3. Whatafmall diflamw may fee betwixt ex- 
tremities in outward things, even greateft plenty 
and poverty, the higheit place and a low condi- 
tion ! So that the morning hath feen fome happy and 
itourifhing in the World, whom the evening hath feen 
miferable : andinamoft fhorttime, fuch who have 
been objects of envy and admiration, made the 
object of men's contempt and pity ; yea, have fa 
fuddenly disappeared, have funk into fo Jittk 
bounds, that men have been put narrowly to confi* 
der them, and with admiration afk, Are theft thy 
who were once a terrour in the land cf the living \ 
And their place hath not been found, who a few days 
before feemed to place themfdves atom in the mid/1 
*f the earth ? 

4, What elfe is it but the very pre/em moment of 
time, that maketh fuch a difference betwixt the rich 
and poor f fince as to what is paft, and the former 
time, men's happinefs and mifery may be reckoned as 
though it hath never been. Nam Qukquidrttrotftjnm 
tenet. And who but a fool would boaiiof that which 
is to come, a thing fo uncertain ? This only is fure, 
that a few days will make all conditions equal, 
when the bones of the rich, and the duft of greateft 
Princes, will not be difcernable from thofe of the poor 
man. 

5, Is there any thing fo phajant y which hath not a 
iwrw at the root thereof, a moth which naturally 
bretJsint!;c moli fatisfying enjoyments, that quickly 
eats out the neart thereof, and blafls their hope be- 
fore the harveft ? How oft is greateft longing, in the 
purfuit of things, turned to loathing and wearinefs, 
when obtained ? becaufe it is not the nature of the 
thing, fo much as an huaiOur^ndthenovehy thereof, 
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that maketh them pleafant, Hence many fenfual men 
have turned Monaftick, and greateft Monarchs 
become melancholy ; yea, how ufual is it for many 
to furvive their pleafures, and bury their joy and 
delights in the World, even before themfelves y while 
nothing remains of all their former enjoyments, but 
fome fad fighs and groans with a heavy fare- well. 

6. Is it not found that riches, and abundance of 
the earth doth had more than it fills, & men's wealth 
only further heighten their wants ? How very ^rare 
fome amidft their fulnefs ; more than thoje who 
earn their bread with fore labour ; whom the world 
doth wholly poflefs, while they do not all poflefs it, 
neither is it in their power to make ufe of that they 
have. Yea, are they not fick and dy in Princes courts, 
\i 1 well as mtbe meaneft cottage, and the complaints 
of the great and rich ufually more than thofe of the 
poor ? Sure it is known, that the great man doth o/t- 
ner want a ftomack and reft, than the poor want 
meat and a bed to ly in, 

7. In what an tndlefs circle do vduptuaus man 
move, from one thing to another ; in a perpetual 
iearch after other enjoyments, to fatisfy their fpirits ? 

ftn m Cth What a great is there ' whid i 

"HI calls for variety of things, and feme frefli fupplr, 

» take oft the wearinefs of one pleafure by another' ; 

«»e the delight they have therein, would quickly 

£nguifhand wear out. Vea,is it notfti)! found,ihat the i 

W o» outward things are not, on a near approach^ 

Jftat they feemed to be at a diHanai the eye not fati^ 

W with fedn^ mr the car with hearing ! But the 

*V ore the r a« prefi'd 5 the Jefs they yield. Neither co 

I?? e »Joy fuch things with moft-fobfi£ibn, who 

Hull draught, who wallow and fteep themfelves 

their enjoyments ; being more in expedition, 

m m pofleffion ; fo that fometime men's 0i#iy 

their 



254 ^ Fulfilling 

their deftre hath caufed their dtlight, and pleafure in 
thefe things to ceafc, / 

8. It is alfo clear, that outward things are incident 
to the wirft, without making them the bitter ; and 
feparable from the ty?, without making them the 
worfe ; and. what can filver, or gold futc an immor- 
tal feul, or anfwer fuch a capacity, more than virtue 
and godiinefs could anfwer to fill an empty cheft or 
glafs bottle ? ; . . 

q t How rare is it for men to get their lot in the 
World brought up to their dtjirt ? But are ftui at fome 
jar with their prefent condition ; fa that oft there 
needs no more to turn men di fomented, but the 
thought of feme lot, which they apprehend more fa« 
tisfying than their own; the want whereof matces them 
more difquicted than all their enjoyments are pleat- 
ing. Yea, it is alfo evident, many men's labour and 
difquiet doth increife with their wealth, and turns 
the flame more violent \ and that even in the condi- 
tion of the poor there is fomething the great man is 
made to envy, while the poor may find caufe oftirna 
to pity and companionate fome great men in the midit 
of their profperous eftate, 

io. What is the enjoying of the beft of the eartn, 
but its very pacing away > while it perijbetb tn the pr*' 
fatafei And what ! Are not men going through 
the world, and leaving it behind them, in the mjd tor 
their moft fatisfying enjoyments? Is not the excellen- 
cy of moft outward things only according to opini- 
on, or the inflation of me*, while they have out 
feiall intrinfick worth from their own quahty t ™ 
fome parts of the earth, whitenefs is reckoned I deror 
mirv, and the blackeft colour the greateft beau 7» 
and' therefore they paint the Devil white : WWJ 
poor fmoke is fwelling titles of lionour, tj fobeny 
weighed ? while the proud man's bappinefs dothiomc 
way hang upon the pgo* who &o by, wmcn ^ 
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nil beg from others with the greateft artifice : 
And would the choiceft jewels, or a bag of gold hid 
upon the heart of a dying man, any way quiet his 
fpirit, or eafe his pain ? Surely this is vanity. 

u. Is it not oft feen amidft the various changes of 
the earth, Prinets and great men walking on foot, and 
ftrvam riding en horjebad j the children oft put 
to afk an alms, from fuch who have ferved their fa- 
thers ? fools loaded with wealth, and great ftiles, 
wbffe men of the choiceft fpirit are buried under 
contempt and poverty ? yea, do we not fee how 
quickly men arecryed up, and down in the World ? 
That which in one age is raifed, is oft rafed in ano- 
ther 1 yea, many at much labour to undo that which 
others have done with greateft care and expence f 
*hat a fore vanity is this ! 

12. Will not the want of a very fmall thing oft im- 
htttr thepleafantcft lot, and turn it into wormwood f 
and gall ? Thefmalleft touch of pain, the gravel, or 
tooth-akc, yea, even fome melancholy thought, will 
make men difrelifh all their prefent enjoyments. What 
torment doth a fmall ruffle and affront oft prove to 
the proud man, even in the midft of his glory ? is it 
»ot alfo found, how carnal mirth and jay of men 
wallowing in the delights of the World, hath Hill in 
jjeclofea bitter ftjog and harfh refle&ion, which as the 
ttadow attends the body, is the native and unfepara- 
We cjjnftquent thereof. And furely that may be eafy 
to difcern, there is no condition, which can want a 
ttofc, or fome mixture of difcontent, even where 
. <w* is leaft ietn caufe. 

I would add, which cannot want a remark in every 
™e, that whik men ftem to be at the up, and fur- 
«w pcuod of their thoughts and projech, have 
wwgi according to their defire brought to fome hap- 
Py cluie, they are oft then upon fome turn and 
«*Dge m ihm ccnditioji, cither hy death or fome 

very 
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very fad crofs, and eveti in that day their thought 
have per ijhed. Truly ftich as are wife observers of 
the World, and of the courfe of things therein, may 
oft fee,how ufual an occurence this is,that when there 
is too bright a fun-fbine in outward profperity, if 
groat fobriety and moderation do not accompany the 
fame, it is an ominous and fatal prefage ofaftorm, 
and ad fummum fuicfitid venit y ad txitium prop* eft, 

TIFF L FT K There is this truth, which hath 
in all ages been clearly witneffed, even to the con- 
viction of the World, that the end of the upright mak 
is peace j and integrity, what ever rub it may fecm 
to have bv the way, yet hath afweet and comfortable 
clofe. PfiL 37. 37. 

This is an undeniable truth, not only becaufe the 
faints are then cntring into perfect peace : but it is alfo 
clear, that however the godly man may have very 
fharp afiaults in the clofe of his days, and fome 
who have (hincd very bright, do fet in a dark cloud, 
their evening full of forrow and bitternefs, yea, their 
reflection on fome fad flip, which they have made by 
the way, bearing them company even to the grave j 
yec this truth is ftill verified, yea, may bedefcer- 
Uable to the conviction of the world, that integrity 
and an upright walk hath much peace in theend v and 
doth land men upon a comfortable harbour : as to 
which, I can appeal to the World, and the moft ordi- 
nary obfervers, if this hath not been oft very convinc- 
ing, and difcernable to them ; from many inftances 
of the Lord *s ufual way with thofe who have been 
faithful in their generation, at their death ; from that 
teftimony which they have then given to this, yea, 
from moft vifible figns and evidences hereof, even 
upon their countenance and carriage: whwt ins 
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r. How great an advantage fuch ufe to have above 
tibers, when Death approacheth j fo that it hath 
not been Balaam** wifh alone, to die the death of thi 
rigbttousy and to have his latter end like theirs , but the 
Worft of men are ftill farced to witnefc their refpedt 
to the lot of a dying Chriftian, and would wifh a 
ftare thereof when it comes to their turn ; about which 
I may afk the greateft mschrs at Religion and at 
the life of a Godly man, if they can poflibly fliun 
this conviftion, that furely fuch are at the beft eftate, 
and at the greateft advantage, in their end, 

2. This I amfure cannor be hid from the World, 
that abundant peace the faints do then teftify in 
their choice ; what a prefent unfpeakable complacency 
they have with this, that they valued Chrtfl above all 
other advantages, did chufe ajfiifiitn rather than fin \ 
and now while they are turning their face to the wall, 
.find the vvitnefs of a good confeienee^ and in God's 
approbation fo fweeta/fa/?, that their joy and peace 
on this account, they can not fmother or keep in, 
but declare to all who ftand by, what they find, Ani 
tfuly it hath been oft feen, how the inward joy 
which fome of thefe have had, hath exceeded their 
outward pain t been more fenfible to them, than their 
ficknefs; yea, they have been in leaving the Woild 
touch more chearful than thofe whom they left 
behind. - ♦ 

3- It is alfo known, and may be very obvious to 
Sanders by, how with a jwett compofure and return- 
*nc) 1 of Jhul fuch ha/e laid themfelves upon the 
promifei i n t hat hour, while they were grapling 
Wj ththe king of terrors their fpirit then quiet and 
having taken the truth and teftimony of God 
their ftiidd and buckler: which may tell the 
World what another kind of fecurity and confidence 
Jhefe have beyond others j yea, that furcly the 
■J* ground on which this confidence h founded, * 

muft 
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muft be a thing that is able to bear out the greatcft 
ftorm and aflault, and is fomething above na- 
ture* 

4, Is it not clear, that even an untimtly and vit* 
lent death could not hinder or fruftrate that peace, 
which integrity caufeth ifr the clofe ? For innumera- 
ble inftances can witnefs what marvellous joy and 
fatisfa&ion the Saints have fhewed at a ftake, and 
upon a fcaffold j and thence have had more chcarful 
going out of time, than the rich man ftretched upon 
his foft bed, or the greateft Monarch amidft all 
outward advantages. Sure we muft fay, that fweet 
refrelhing clofe of the upright man hath never been 
more vifible, and writ in greater letters, than in fuch 
a cafe. 

5. What very fad c&nfiifis have fome of the Saiati 
had in their tife: yea, even upon the fetting or ihe 
fun have been put to cry out through fore perplexing 
ftars, and doubts, wherewith they have been aflaul*- 
ed, who have at laft had this turned into a fwg, and 
fuch a marvellous change in their fafe, as hath not 
been more fenfible to themfelves, than difcernable to 
all lookers on, like a fudden calm and funftinc, after 
fome dark ftorm. I muft here afk the Atheift, and 
fuch as reckon Godlinefs but a fancy, whence mould 
fo ftrange, fo fudden and great alteration proceed \ 
that thofe whoa little before were under fuch horror, 
could have no reft, no arguments could ferye their 
turn, do thus witnefs the abundant peace of their foulsj 
yea, ( which is oft fecn ) that fttvint dfre, where- 
with fome of the Saints are taken away, the very lultre 
of heaven being upon their countenance ! How mar- 
vellous and piercing are their words, which may clearly 
tell that now they feel, they fee, and have got fome 
glance of that, which lookers on cannot reach, thougft 
they cannot deny an acknowledgment, of this. 



6. Muft 
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6. Muft not the World grant, yea, the greateft 
enemies to godlinefs allow this charity, that fure 
this peace and yVy which fuch have witneffed at 
death, can be no counterfeit ? That there is no tempta- 
tion could thusbyafs them to deceive others, and them- 
felves, in a matter of fuch high concernment ; and at a 
time, when it is expected, the grofleft of men would 
fpeak truth ; yea, that this doth appear, while men 
cannot in the leaft charge dying Chriftians, with any 
diftempcr in theirjudgment, but while they have been 
moft compofeJ, ftayed, and prefent in mind, and as 
to other things of their concernment, moft deliberate 
and foberj even then they have born this wicnefs. 

(5 ) Since that peace and joy, which integrity 
bath in the clofe of the day, when the Saints aredjing, 
is undeniable, even to the conviction of the World, 
I would add fomething about that great truth, 
The immortality ef the pul y and its fubfifling after death 
tftwhich this joy, when the Christian is finifliing his 
courfe, hath a fpecial refpeft ; and is a truth, wherein 
rhe Scriptures accomplifliment, and the certainty of 
that bleiTd record, may be convincingly witnefiid, 
and demonftrated to the World, For it is thus (I 
mean, by the light of the Scripture ) that life and im- 
mortality is brought to lights and made known to 
the fons of men. I know, this feems fo common and 
incontroverted a thing, an after- being of ihcfoul,*nd 
eternal fubfitfcnce, that to cflay more than the na- 
*Jjngcfkmay be looked on as impertinent. But 
°h, hov/unfawn a truth is it ! of which there needg 
JJ° more to fhew the little foJid peifwafion men have, 
bu t that it is fo ufually pafied with fofew, and thefe 
v ®y common thoughts, it is not indeed much quef- 
xoncd, not becaufeit is believed and men are fure 
^ereof, but becaufe they are not in earneft about fuch 
* m % It concerns the World to keep at a diffance 

from 
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from a thorough knowing of that which would be 
their torment to know ; and there iscaufefor this fad 
regret within the Chutcb, that the moft great and 
fundamental truths, wherein our comfort is moft 
concern'd,are ufually leaft ftudied. ButOOiould it 
not put us toother thoughfcyf we could have a ferious 
view of this ? It may truly be faid, the better part is 
fo buried in the worfr parr, that until men are dying, 
few lay this to heart* that their fouls muft live for 
ever, yea, mud once part fellowihip with the bocy, 
and enter in another World, and an unknown ftaie, 
until the refurrcftion. What I intend here, is only a 
ftiort touch at this great truth, as it is a convincing 
witnefs to the Scripture, and the accornphflime'.t 
thereof ; about which I would offer thefe three to be 
confidered. I, How exprefs and clear a teftimony 
the Scripture gives to this. 2. On what plain and 
undeniable grounds of reafon this truth is demonffra- 
bleio the world. 3. How great a thing it is, tobe- 
lieveand be aflu redly per fwadedih reof : for it feerr^ 
men rather dream, than have their judgments ferioufly 
excrcifed, or are in earnert about fuch a thing. 

As to the frfi 9 It is undeniable that not only the 
Scripturt holds this forth, but that thai fitly men 
have a clear and right difcovery of it. It is indeed 
known, what glances the world hath had of \m 
yea, what hath been writ thereon, by fome whole 
; *ble guide was the light of nature, in this fearcn. 
But it is no lefs evident, how very dark and uncer- 
tain, thefe have been: they could not fliift feme, 
conviction thereof, but it was through a dark cloud, 
and as fome pleafant dream, jhey looked thereon ; 
becaufe they did not know its rife and original, ana 
what the end was, to which in its aftin^s it ought to 
be direded j they knew not what its at tcr- condition , 
could truly mean. Hence with fuch wavering and un- 
certainty do they exprefs their thoughts. J do no 
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here mean the fchools of Epicurus only, to whom 
the foul was but a complexion of atoms ; but re fee 
how perplexed and uncertain both AriflotU and o- 
tbcfs of thofe famous ancients have fhew'd them- 
fclves .bout this : which fpeaks out more fome per- 
plex d and d.fordered notion, which they could not 
ward off, than any clear and certain difcovery which • 
they had on foJid grounds thereof ; for they knew 
not the Scripture, where its original, whence it is 
and whither it muft return, is fo dearly held forth. 
^12,7. And you may further fee, ffil.il, 
9* 2. 7- irf. 16. 22, 23. 1 Pet. 3 , 9 

2 This grave teftimony, which the Scripture of 
uod do 5 bear to fuch a truth, may be alfo hcJd forth 
to the world from fuch a dear and rational demon- 
yV'f"' that the moft h ™tifo of men can hardly 
ijnk fo far into the condition of a beaft, as to den v they 
toave a never-dying foul, which will not S o to the 
Jiw or inherit corruption with the body, I ftiould 
be loath to borrow fo much of your time, by any dif- 

much handled ; for whjch there are many, many 

Hh 1 ^ 0 ?' u 1 nan j r ^ f rably d ™^e of this truth, 
cTri fical f dM °ral; y« havingmentionedit,I 
canno altogether pafs the fame without a touch at 

i Ul * k f T death > >' ou muft * Jfo its 
iZ 1 ^VV 2 fim P Ic > immaterial and aclive fub- 

S K^;7-"(fJ Do butconilder, if the 
ries rZ r h 'fj* rn >pt™> and from no contra^ 
t!Si5 fferc Ti ltK>n>aithe bo6 Y ^ trough 

B n ^norf and corruption they are by contraries. And 

if 
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if you argue from any natural caufe, it muft furely be 
one of two, which makes the foul partake with the 
body in its decay and moulderitt down ; either a 
Aptndanct on matur, as the foul of the bead hath, 
which is but a material form, or a senpSi from con- 
trary quatitUs, which you know helps the bodies 
wafting and its'fall ; but I think, you wquld not folar 
contradift reafon, as to alledge any of thefe concerning 
the foul of man.-{ 3 .) Confider.if by thofe * 
which the body is fubjefl, the foul 1**01 reached 
mull it not alfo have a diftina exiftence from it ? Ai* 
I am fure, you muft grant, the fouWoth not direct y 
fuffer from any outward difeafes } but the body may 
be under expreflible pain and anguifh, when there is 
a f*eet calm and ferenity within.— M Does not 
this witnefs, that the foul lies not 1 1 dying with the 
body, nor falls with it, fine, it fullers no d,cr^ 
but is found ftrong and vigorous in its agings «M» 
the flefh is brought low, & on a v.fible decay M» 
I it not at the g%ateft advance in us exerc.fe an 
difcerning, the more feparate from the body and f _ 
fible things ? Now it is fure, that cannot be deft uc 
tive to the foul in its being, which is fo fubfcrvjn 
to it in its operation. I think, thofe who everob fa 
ved the joy and peace of a dyingChnft.an & the « 
cellent frame and compose of his foul, under 2 p£ 
C d and lanj-uifoing body, through many di ea'c 
may ofcarly fee this truth, and there read a 1 3u ° 
Se immortality of the foul~(j. ) W,U you confider 
can the foul of man have a dependence on the boO/ 
in its foxtail it does no way depend » " 

rfin. & %mifi f For it is fure, it does truly a* £ 
hath'a clear ratiocination, even when , he = tad Ag^ 
and O does it not prove, that this foul that 1 s 
waking, when the other isafieep muft haje 
fubfiftence, and live when that dies. 6.) It >° h 
thai there are Spirit, and ^ bangs, w* 
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do a& without a body, and yet have a tme and real 
fubfiftence, can you doubt or queftion the exifting 
of the fjul,or its exercifing the faculties thereof, with- 
out the body, though you do not reach how this 
Ihould be I And if there be indeed a conver'fe &^n- • 
tercourfe betwixt us and Spiritual beings, yea, a 
truth in fellowlhip with God the Father of Spirits, 
0 may not this fatisfyingly demonftrate thatexiilence 
and acling of the foul; even when the body is at adi- 
ftance and in the grave '—(7.) Confider, that which 
you muft grant hath a dominsn and prominence 
over the btdy j by its making a rational choice of good 
when it is moft crofs to the defire and delight of the 
flelh j yea can not only determine it to endure mod 
grievous torments, but does oft witnefs a fpecial de- 
legation therein, muft it not be fomething truly di- 
ftina from the body,and what can have a fubfiftence 
without it ? Now thijjam fure.you will not deny.that 
there is fuch a dominion over the fleflb, and a captiva« 
ting of it to the law of the mind ; which the moft 
fenlual and hrutifh will not deny in many inftances, 
how little acquaintance foever they have with it 
jhemfelves.--(8.) Since there is a difcovery and know- 
ledge of things, not only above the reach and impref- 
fions oi/tnfi, but even contrary thereto, that men 
dorationally judge and aflent to truths, which truly 
Contradias their fenfes, as the rotundity of the earth, 
Which fems to us a plain, &c. O does it not fhew.that' 
this foul in man, which can fo far foar above the 
ei( th, and does fo far exceed the body, muft be of 
a more excellent mould, and fomething truly diffe- 
rent from it ? I fliall but add, what means that war 
a nd linking which to every Chriftian is known be- 
**«t theyfya and the Spirit ; yea, to every man is 
* n own betwixt him and his natural etnjfcunct ! 
rT"** m «n thofe reflex ads of the foul on its felf, 
"We marvellous produfts of the underilandbg, and 
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ntw difcovery ? why are men ffo anxious and con- 
cern^ about their furviving tiame, which is a moft 
poor airy accident, not worth the regarding, if there 
were a definition of/the whole ? what means that 
marvellous deporfWnt of fo /many martyrs for the 
truth, that they mould fhew/uch a joy & fatisfa&ion 
amidft tbejf tpiintiitsjls though they had no bodies ; 



the pleafi^e of f tfie foul 
ofthefl 



mcana 
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rfar o ve rcoming the pal a 

0 univerfal a conjtnt to this 

1 and fear it, yet cannot 
Ifo afk, how are the chokt 
irth fo oft crufh'd under 

whilft thefe wretches 
lying outward delights ; 

without bands in tbtir 
it is it that makes fo vafta 
$fftrtn<}o l^twixt JBKnd bee/Is, fince thefe you 
Jkt ha^yfe a fenfual lif$%ant not fome natural faga- 
city, sfnd have their enjoyments by the fenfes as well 

3/ Let us confider how and a/lonijhing a 
truth this is. O immortality , do men believe it (the 
fouFs furviving the body, and that condition wherein 
it will enter) and yet have hfnu thoughts thereof 
For this is a matter of fuch concernment, that may 
turn much of our life in a continued wondering* I 
muft fay, can this be believed, our having an immor- 
tal foul, which is of a more excellent nature and 
ineftimable va!ue,than thefe vifible heavens, fun, moon 
and ftars ; and which no lefs than the blood of mm 
who was truly God, could ranfom from everlaflmg 
wrath, & yet that we put fo fmaU a price thereon ! Is 
it indeed believed by men, whilft they are fo hot m 
their purfuit after the world ; fince here is a queftion 
may filence ail flefh, JVb*t fkould itavaila man to gain 
were it the whole wtrtd, when it is purchafed wi n 
the loftng of tht foul? It isfure, there J5 no imaginable 
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proportion betwixt that and a piece of red earth, or 
betwixt a few years of time and long eternity. I re- 
member a paffage of worthy Mr. Blair, our own 
country man, who the firft time he heard Mr. Bruce 
preach,faid,The fame offo great a man caufed him t3 
expert fomething very extraordinary from him ; but 
his whole Sermon did prefs this tmh of the fou^ 
being immortal, and that it was a gteat^hine Tv 
licve it i he confeffed, it did at (irftWjjJfc 
him, why he dwelt fo much upon fo JpWp^com- 
non a fubjeft : but after, he found Atfflif**^ 
Ming than appears at the firft lod fJffc > which 
men may difpute,and tofi it as a notiW ifttfcMk 
wno never knew what it was to, h'oMM ii^rr^tfr 
thereof ; and that a ferious iMrem^i/k^ 
we heart is fomething elfe thirS a TvJ$L& of\t 
m the head, by fome ordinar#fpecuHHl#of thisV 
what a truth would it app/aV, and $at afto- 
•mem would it caufe, if racn would; but fome 

m i go alone and confider, (iO/What it is 

have thus held out to them, and hSw *rcat a 
*gt is before them which ere many days mufti 
m their condition, when once that ftrange ftep is 
H towixt time and another world, which the/ 
:ep but once.-(2.) That this marvellous change is I 

ful 1 w\ f ' t5T making lon & fte P s » the veffcI Mdst 
fleJor^V' Ca [ HeS mcnfo '"^> whether the/ 

A muftb e may ^ W That thr, 

a Q £ mu(t . be in a ******* in the very twinkling of 

«22SS m th r c,U,nc f^ fM ^^nceivable joy, ia 
rfth?M ? le P^nceof God, in the embracema^s 

W pcrfea 3 but one moment alfomuft put *- 
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tiers out of their fenfual pleafures and delights, the 
Prince off his throne, and thofe who have been wal- 
lowing in the world, down to thofe dark and horrid 
prifons, where with the ceafing of this world's me- 
lody, they are forthwith met with that horrid node 
and howling of the Devils and of all the company of 
the damncd.-OJ Oh ! if men would confidcr,what 
thoughts they mail then have in another world, of 
tbai tether world, and what other thoughts of their 
f t rmer ftate and condition ; how far they will nna 
this beyond all they ever thought or conceived at a 
<Kftance —(5.) Should it not caufe aftonilhment to 
think ferioufly on this great change, which admit'"* 
cfttr-chantt ; But that there long Eterntty is the true 
Sure of the foul's duration after death ! O what a 
long breathing- word, to be ever ever bleffed or rodera 
We, where the one hath no fear and ^ can go no mo« 
out, and the other no hope or poffib.l.ty thereof MM 
hope of the hireling is not there, that he may change 
Umafter at the next term 5 for thefe l*«™«« t 
laftingly Ihut, by the decree of h.m who alters not. 

Nowtofhutupthis argument I {hall cfe«J 
inftance more, wherein the world may fee *« 
oi the Scripture, and therewith of a 
Jence, convincingly demonftrated, if P^^.";, 
oraw avail and obftrua fo «c.ltau{J»J ' } 
is this, That the way of God ssftrfoR (^^L^ 
end that his worts areperfet? ; and fci «gM F 
men,, ( Deut. 32. 4 J )«.. <*« * * ' 3* 
( Mark. 7. 37- ) which teft.mony then thej 
U foiccd to bear to this P«t truth . AnJ 
great a truth is it* which can be WwjB 
| t ls nor men, but to Him hath a pecuh reP 
*ven to him alone, in whofe way her >" 
crooked, no miftake, no inequality, 0«*M g 
much or fuperfluous, nothing out of due t.m 
Is either too loon, or tophtc, nothing incoo- 
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nothing mifplaced ; yea, in all hedo's nothing which 
is not beft done, which any could reaify or make 
better, but in every piece of his work leaves matter 
of wonder behind, and thus declares himfelf to be 
God ! I know, this is a truth the World cannot well 
bear, but pretends a vifible contradiaion from the 
ffwdiforder, that things herefcem to be in ; for men 
will oppofe to this, what a mifcarrying there is of 
uiftruments, what a ftrange emergency there iso£ 
moft grievous and crofs accidents, the moft promi- 
»ng means frequently blafted ; yea, how good and evil 
«e fo ftrangely interweaved ; and is not the prefent 
«y oft undoing the work and labour of the former f 
Jet whatever the World can fay to darken this greaC 
truth 73*/ the way of tht Lord is abfolutely perfefl, it 
mull flnne : yea, it do's not want clearnefs, when b* 
« thick interpofitionietwixt us and the fame, there 
may be need of clearing it. The fun ceafes not to 
jhine, when the clouds obftrua its brightnefs, as to us. 
u that thofe who will debate fo great a truth, would 
Mt come mar, and by a ferious perpending, confi. 
a ' r <°<™ri of the Lord, then mould they fee f« 
much in the daily traa and adminiftration of provi- 
nce, vea) ev en in moft ordinary paffages thereof, 

dif c. m ' S a / reft their f P irit with aftoniihment, the 
Jcovery whereof they Chun, by keeping at a diftancc 

S?'" touch a to** *» <lcmo.ftration, howthij 
Peceotd ivjne truth is verified and writ out in the 
JWt to the obfervation of the World, that they who 
"itnefl ) •" Ja "' ^' cem thc,anie » >et have' fo much 
,s t .° daz ' e 'heir eyes.and force this acknow- 
ZTj ,,' h \ W: ' y °f the L,rd " P*'f<*,*nA 
3uld r S ' K,U ' and for clea ™ ; g> I 

fy c k ? C P articula,, » though few, y« fo 
»chn n ? F - ' that in a ,a, g e meafurethey 
Woniy thefe great works of God, where- 
N 2 i a 
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in he moft eminently declares bimfelf about the 
Church, but takes in alfo the moft ordinary things 
of providence, here under the fun, and therein de- 
monftrates the certainty of this truth. 

Ftrjl, you may fee this clearly verified, that the way 
if the Lord it perfect, in the whole frame and Jlrutlure 
if the Church of Chrift here ; which is made a great 
wonder, and an aftonifhing piece of the work of 
God, beyond the moft exquifite humane contrivance, 
that ever was. It is true, her glory, that do's moft 
affeft the eye, and ravifli the heart, it is »//*.•», and 
lies not in the common road of men's obfervation : 
Tca,fome parts of this excellent body oftimesare 
in fuch a diforder, as darkens the beauty of the whole; 
there is fuch an intermixture of the hay and flubM 
of humane inventions, with this chotfe building, 
that helps to mar its order and«beauty ; the carved 
■work alfo may be fpoil'd and broken down, as witn 
axes and hammers j yet with all theft ■ «'«>« n »gj 
there is a glory on the Church of Chnft, an awlul 
Majefty, fuch convincing marks of its »«>deur,e- 
ven under its ruins, as have fore t the World j d 
the great men thereof, to confider that fight wi* 
•wonder and amazement, which you fee fjai. 4 - 
they faw, they marvelled, and balled away. 
the prececding words give clear reafon, £ r 
wsinowninberpalacetfira refuge. They ft *fo» e 
thing both in the grandeur and frame of the U>u 
and in her prefervation, that forc't them to fcetM 
it was fomething more than humane. wo* 
clear this a little, do but confider <*fj"£Z$ 
therein you may fee the great ^\^ n ^ tht[t 
buckof the Church, and how all things are 
well ordered by him who hath framed it.--- 1 *- J 
may fee on what a fure foundatton it is built; e«? 
S If 0. PropL Ld ApofiUt which j£ 
Scripture of God, whereon as it is mamfettly w - ; 
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ed : it is no lets marvelloufly united and joyned to* 
fit her in Jefus Chri/i^ who is the chief corr.tr- Rone : 
will you ferioufly confider the form of the houfe, 
and the fajhion thereof, its goings out and comings in, 
with all its ordinarfces, and there you may fee 
marvelloufly exact and uniform this building i?* 
^ Is it not likewife obvious, that the Church thus 
joined together and knit y by all that the joynts d* 
Y u PPh> m Its whole complex frame growetb up as a 
building to the Lord ? Yea, is there not a very ftrait 
"union and correfpondenee b?twixt all the parts there- 
of in the fame faith and worlhip ; thattho' divided 
► in fo many parcels through the World, yet is ftill one 
intire body, the union whereof, the variety of mem- 
bers and thefe of fuch various fizes, that great inequa- 
lity amount them in their growth, theremotencfi of 
place, J liferent languages, exile or change of countries, 
yet cannot break off that neartie,that joins the Church 
of Chrift together.— (3.) What a wonderful contri- 
vance is it, which is in the W or ld, yet not of it ? that 
fprcids itfelf among the Nations, yetlofeth not its own 
diftinft being; ; is mixed with humane focieties, 
yet an inclofure and incorporation by her felf ; a foun- 
tain of f wee t waters lealed, though furrounded with 
wis great f,lt Ocean of the world ; is made up of 
toany particular Churches, yet every part homogene- 
ous, and of the fame nature with the whole ; and 
Jhough it feems to be open to fore alTaults,yet is a de- 
fcneed city, which is impaled, hath both her walls and 
*atchmen,her bulwarks and ftrong towers ! (4.)Thi§ 
tt of foch a frame, that \s both vifible and inviftble, 
y« not two di/iincl Churches ; though, under divcrfc 
^"derations, it comprehends both without any 
K and hath communion with Jefus Chrift as her 
£*a for life ; ftandinc* related to him as his myftical 

alf K dyet asa vilib,e P 0,itidc Wy> * elated 
0 to him, as its fupreme head, by a political go- 

N 3 vcrnmcnt 
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vernment and guidance, and hath an exprefs charter 
granted for its extents and rights. —(5.) This muft 
be faid of it, though blacky yet comely ; though it 
does not want fome fpots they do not fo far mar its 
beauty, but, that in all its feveral adminiftrations 
fhere appears a lingular grace* It hath indeed its 
Jilemifties and failings, yet every mcafure and degree 
•thereof does not forfeit her relation, rights, and pfi- 
2edges.—-(6.) Is it not a marvei]ousframe,which does 
mot want a corrupt mixture, yet in its rule and an* 
fiitution does alkw no corruption 3 and though many 
are found grofs within, yet does it difference betwixt 
the precious and the vile; yea, fbuts its gates, as well 
as it opens, and is no more tender and eafy in her fid- 
tniflion, then awful and authoritative in her rejection ? 
- - (7 )Its fo well conftituted , that ail her officers have their 
appointment, and each their work and charge defin- 
ed, yet no greater variety offervice and im ploy ments, 
than there is of gifts, which from her head arc difpen- 
fed and futed to tbefarae.— (8. jShe is of fuch a mould 
and frame, that though fbe can boaft of an intrinftck 
power, within her felf, yet muft derive it from ae- 
ther fountain j yea, muft have a direclory and rule 
from her fupreme head and lawgiver, for exerting the 
*3s of that power : which alfo hath its proper ob* 
jctls^ even the inward man, and its peculiar tnd, the 
edification ofthebodr, to which this power and the 
exercife thereof isdireaed,— (9.) This is fuch a body, 
the members whereof are indeed fubjed to the ma^- 
jfratcs, and denies no due obedience to that power, 
yet without any fubordinatiort or fubje£ing of" 1 * 
Church, asfuch, to an humane power : and though it 
hath not its authority or jurifdiftion from men, it de- 
nies no juft refpeft to thefe : it dees bind and fm 
upon the earth, which no humane power can maKe 
void ; and though caft in among the nations, yec 
by peculiar bounds is kept from all other low- 
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ties diftindT: : fhe hath her judicatories, and there 
afubordination of the lefler to the greater, yet no- 
allowed preeminence and inequality amongft her 
officers : yea, though her government is truly 
mtnarchick with refpe£t to her bead, for there is 
but one fupreme Lord ; yet with refpe£t to, the 
fervants and officers, it is a moft excellent well 
tempered arifturacy, which holds off thofe gra- 
dual differences of power and greatnefs amongft therq, 
which are fo much in ufe amongft the nations. 
In a word, O do you confider this choice and exqui- 
fite frame, and you will fee how both tendernefs and 
jtverity do here concur ; whit a healing there is 
here in her fharpeft rebukes and cenfures, whilft x 
private eflay for gaining, is to go before apubliclc 
and judicial procedure ; yea, her authoritative deter- 
minations without prejudice to the judgment of Chri- 
stian prudence and difcretion, which belong* to eve- 
ry one of her members. Confider alfo how flic wear* 
, but hath ftill a fpring after the winter, hatfi 
her figns and her feafons, and whilft Ibe is lo- 
fingand in a decay as to particular members, fhe is 
ftill travailing in birth for a new off- fpring and fuccef- 
Hon. O that they who ftand afar, would but come 
near, and ferioufly look on this rare piece qf work! Go 
'thuiZitm^Qnfider well her towers and bulwarfo^QAhzi 
you may fee,this is a fabrickthe Lord hath founded,^ 
faded up, & that furely this piece of the word is there* 
in fulfilled, /fix way is perfttl^ he does all things well. 

Secondly, Is not this great truth clearly demoa r 
"rated, not only in the frame, but in the whole con* 
dul Und adminiftration of providence chut thcChurch? 
vv wch is indeed one of the moft marvellous difcove- 
rje *>wehaveofGod here ; yea, even to the world, 
^ convincin gly obvious, through what a varietie 
^difpenfations he ufeth to bring forth his work, 
a °a, mak^ his way oft breakout of the boTwne-ofa 
N 4 . * " dark 
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dark cloud ; yea, fa unexpectedly can make thofc 
perplexed changes, with which the Church mili- 
tant is tofled, refolve in fuch a fatisfying clofe, that it 
juaybefeen they were all directed for her intereft 
and advantage. I know, this is a great deep, and we 
cannot have fuch a difcovery of the providence of 
<Jod about the Church, nor reach the meaning of 
things in their firft mould, as in their after-tenden* 
cy and produft. O that marvellous/fight, which (hall 
cnce be, when that great work of providence, that 
now is put over into the hand of tne Mediator, hath 
its perfect clofe ; and the whole frame and contexture 
fet up together as one entire piece to look upon, that 
5s now by fevaal pieces and through a various fuc- 
ceffion of ages carried on ! Yet we muft fay, theLord 
herein comes fo near, even in the darkeft times, and 
inakes the glory of this truth in fuch a meafure fhine 
forth, as may convincingly witnefs to any crdma- 
Ty obfer< r the way of theLord is perfeR in all that 
he does. I (hall here offer fome few things, that in eve- 
ry time are obvious to thofe who take plcafure in 
fuch a difcovery, and defire not to keep at a diftance 
therewith.^ I.) Muft it not be faid of his way, that 
he does nothing in vain, but makes all things congru- 
ous to bis end, even things that amongft ihemfelves 
do moftcrofs one another' ? Does he not carry on his 
defign by the mifcarrying of inftruments, and bring 
forth his greateft works by means mod ftnall and 
Cont:mptible ? I know,the world would object, they 
can fee no fuch thing j and indeed providence cannot 
' be underitood, or the meaning thereof by one look : 
lut I muft afk, do you difcern the motion of the 
hand upon the clock, even whilft it is certainly going 
forward i yet when it comes to the hour, and ftnkes, 
you will fee it was then moving. It is fore, there 
are fuch periods, that providence hath, where its 
mooing does not clearly break forth, tmw 
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is comes to the flriking of the hour, if we may fo 
Jay ; and then the moft ftupid are forc't to obferve, 
what once feem'd moft improbable, in the way of 
the Lord,--- (2.) Is it not a'lfo obvious how the Lord 
doth en/nan men in tht work of their own hand, and 
turns their wrath unto his prasje f how he takes the 
wife, and outwits them by their counfels ; makes c- 
vents fall out contrary to the fecond caufes ; fruftratea 
the moft promifing means ; and by things unknown 
and un:hought upon, does oft bring forth the delive- 
rance of the Church ; yea, how out of fhame and re- 
proach he does even bring about his glory' Sure thefe 
are not fo far in the dark, that in any age the world 
can altogether pretend ignorance thereof. And ii 
Uot his way ptrftft y of which fuch things can be 
bid (3.) Have we not this difcovery, how the 
Church is oft fed by the rod ; yea,under that appear* 
With fuch advantage, that may be faid, her meat hath 
'kin brought forth nut of the eater ? How ufually is 
her mercy and enlargment prepared for hi.] by the 
fharpeft down-cafting? oft is toe humbled, in order to 
an upraifing and deliverance ; yea,oft is oneftepof the 
way of the Lord made clear to her by another. O 
is not here fo excellent and marvellous a method, that 
all the wit and invention of the world cannot follow ! 
' m ;M His way h indeed perfect, and by an infinite 
*ndom managed, which does at once, and by the 
my fame providence, reach fo many fever al dtftgns : 
1% bring forth fuch various and contrary rffetis, that 
humane reafon could ever judge the refulc and 
ttndufion by the premises $ how fevcrity and 
jjurcy ftould be at once brought forth ; a more 
toll ftroke on the adverfary, by their further raifing, 
^1 by along forbearance of that ftroke ; how he 
gpuH alfo make u(t of the fame mean both for hum* 
"V and proving and to do his peopJe good in the 
end. Q howperfc-a muft his WV be, where 
N 5 all 
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all the fteps thereof, & after-product ; would feem re* 
pugnant ; yet no teal jar. For the Church finking, yet 
do's not perifh ; in a flame, yet not confumcd, but is 
thereby kept alive * y brought under the yoke of the 
opprefTor, to make her grow and flourilh ; is woun- 
ded and fmitten, for her further healing, and a wit- 
nefs of God's tendernels to her thereby; hath a greater 
weight and burden put on, to give her thus eafe and 
enlargement i yea, is chaftned and meets with fuffer- 
ang, to prevent fuffering, that Jhe may reft in the day 
ef trcubtt ! Sure thefe are a part of the ways of Goi % 
and may be vifibly demon (hated in the conduct of his 
providence about the Church, even to the conviction 
of the world, Bbt oh ! it is hard to fee, when men 
will fliut their eyes.--(5.) Is it not obvious, what 
flrange things do fometime fall in betwixt the be- 
ginning and chfe of fome fpecial piece of provi- 
dence about the' Church, that do pais humane reach 
lo give a prefent reafon for the lame : yet in all theft 
may there not be difcerned a remarkable dependence 
and amtclim of things ? how in fuch a variety of 
crofs events, and in a long continued tract of pro- 
vidence, every thing falls in aright, in its own place ; 

Jea, every ftep, every circumftance, fo proportioned 
y a marvellous difpofal and conduct thereof, to 
lute another, for making the whole complex p:o- 
vidence beautiful ; that on a fcrious review the world 
muft confefs, this is a concatenation fo ftrarige, that 
it muft be his work, & his alone, who fees things from . 
the beginning to the end ! (6.) How perfect is his way, 
who can halt en and difpaich his work by dityt i 
and when he Teems to take a long circuit in bringing 
about his defign, yet lofes no time, but in fuch a. 
vifible going back. do's moft effectually move for- 
ward ! Yea, is it not feen, how he makes things fall 
in, that are very unnfefted ) crofs and remote { that 

would never tav& eatted ia W thoughts ) to 
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tonfwzr his blefled end ? and even difpofe that which 
above all might feem moft directly dejirufiive to the 
Church, to be of all other things moft effectual 
and fubfervient to her advance ; brings her more 
quickly forward to the harbor by a ftorm, than a 
calm ! 0 have we not fuch great things toobferver 
fti the way of the Lord, that may ftew it is indeed 
perfect ! —(7.) Itisalfo very clear, though not on 
the firft view, yet in the clofc and iffue, what* 
certain jltady motion providence hath, and keepi 
on its courfe, whiift the World is reeling to and fro: 
how the Church's mercy hath by greateft difap- 
pointments been more fully anfwcred.v than ia 
the moft probable way ; yea, when her relief feem'd 
■urtheft off, and had been much followed with 
• many a weary look from fome other quarter* 
( With what a ftrange furprifal do's providence oft 
break out„at her hand, as it were from under the 
ground, with an unexpeded mercy ?—{ 8, ) You 
may fee his way is perfed, who puts a peculiar beam 
upon every occurrent of providence, and brings ft 
forth in the very// opportune time t that it could not 
nil out more feafonably and with more advantage 
to the Church. Is there not a feen caufe for her 
warp trials, and the neceffity thereof no lefs difcern- 
able, than tbere is of the winter, for the profit and ad- 
vantage of the earth ? and is it not alfo manifeft, her 
reviving came never too late, but in the very fitteft ' 
tone ? i know, the World may object, they can fee 
this in the revolutions of the Tear, but not in any fuch 
changes of the Church ; yet I am fure, this is manifeft, 
tot the Church ofChrift hath her fad and her mors 
Utyortwg times here, with as defcernable zfucufftm 

fh U7° ne t0 Che ° ther ' aS Cherc is of rhe Surlier to - 
"»e W, m er ; yea, that under thefe viajfaudes of her 
jsnditjon he is ftill feen to look forth with apecu- 
« advantage* I .ft all add j what 3 mavellous com- 

fpfitm 
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pofstion and temperament of csnirarm is difcSrnable 
in this excellent frame of providence ? There is no- 
thing here incongruous ; nothing here too fmall,which 
doth not fall under its reach, and nothing fo great 
that can over-reach it j here is no jar or difagreeing 
with the diligent ufc of means, yet does this rife fo 
far above the fame, that no human care can bend 
it to their will, nor is there any running crofs to fuch 
a current* Here is indeed an unfearehable deep ! Yet 
fo much is there broken forth and made clear,that may 
convincingly witnefs and verify this truth, even to 
ordinary obfervers, the way of the Lord U per feci. And 
what now we cannot attain in itsdifcomy wefhould 
learn to admire and folidly believe a more clear mani- 
feftation thereof. 

3. I lhall yet further purfue this demonflration 
wich refpect to that great and marvellous workofGtd 
in the redemption of tbtGhurch ; a contrivance,we may 
fay, more wonderful than this whole ftructure of the 
tmiverfe, of the heavens and earth, which are fo exqui- 
fitely framM ! For here the thing itfelf is not more afto- 
nifbing, than the way and conduct of inHnitc wifdom 
is, in the whole frame, and all the fteps thereof. 
O this great thing,that men's diftance therefrom does 
only keep them from being dazled ; where their ig- 
norance is the great let why they do not more won- 
der at it ! This is indeed far above nature, that with- 
out a divine illumination it cannot be known, or 
underftood : yet we muft fay, fo much is brought 
forth and difcovered, that thofe who have only 
repcrf, and thence give fome ordinary aflent there- 
to, cannot have their reafon anil judgment jn ex- 
ercife without fome Aich conviction v^on tneir 
fouls, that furely this is a contrivance above humane 
reach, and worthy of the great God ; yea, that here- 
in his way is moil abfolutdy prfc! ' and no light can 
be like this, wterc wc may fee ft » c ** Dl a 0 2Si 
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ndence between the foundation and fuperftruc- 
turc, that the whole tract of the Gofpel is but one 
in tire and compleat mean for glorifying God, and 
does in this as the ultimate end refolve. Here men 
may fee the greatnefs of his power , that unexpreiSble 
freedom of his grace, the holy feverity of juflice^ 
all meet and joyn together in a fweet agreement ; 
where both juftice is falved and fully anfwered, and 
yet finners faved j where mercy does rejoice over 
condemnation j vengeance is taken on our inventions, 
and the inventers efcape. O ftrangc ! a redemption 
without price and abfolutely free, as to finners; yet 
all that a juftGod could exact, fully fatisfied and told 
down ! It is here we may jife and purfue this great 
thing up to the fountain-head, which is the fove- 
"eign pleafure of God, and is the internal impulfive 
aufe ; and thence follow it down to that infinite fa- 
tisfadtion of the Mediator, which is the great meri- 
torious caufe ! And here we may fee, how marvel - 
loufiy well ordered ail the fteps of this way are, all 
the parts of this contrivance ; how the elect are madt 
men for the inheritance, through fanclification of tht 
Spirit 1 how faith hath its fpeciai concurrence and in-, 
ft'umcntality, without prejudice to the abfolute 
freedom of grace, fince it is freely given to believe ; 
how thofe excellent means are by a moil ftrai t connec- 
tion linked with the eternal counfel of God, and 
in a moft beautiful order joined one with another ! 
Here does fanctification flow from an eternal decree, 
and like an excellent ftream doth run down through 
time, until it lofeit fclf ( to fay fo ) in that great 
deepof everting blcffednefi \ Yea,thus the purpofe 
of the Lord runs under the ground, concerning his 
People, until it break out at Uft in their heart, by 
Jteiranfwering thecal! of the Gofpel ! Ohowftate' 
J y * peice of work this is 3 And is not his way perfeel 
win, where you may fee that grand plot of the 

Devil 
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Devil to undo man, break upon hirnfelf, and oy 
the feed of the w*man y his head crujhtd ! where fo 
glorious a fabrick is raifed out of fo great a ruin, and 
poor man eftabliffaed by his fall ! where the glory 
pf the fovereign God, the freedon of grace, and 
man's blefTednefs, do at once meet together ! where 
the cure is as broad and large as the wound, and the 
reiteration made to anfwer to every piece of that 
ruin : I mean, not only in man's being ranfomed from 
eternal wrath, but that the enmity fliould be killed 
and taken away, and fuch a marvellous change of his 
nature by the renewing of the Spirit, which even 
here reftores him in part to that he loft ! It is on this 
blefled contrivance we may fee men brought under a 
conftraint by irrcfiftible grace, yet without vio- 
lence ; their reafon further raifed and refined, yet 
[ not broken, and its tmeliberty not taken away, but 
reftored ; yea, a notable confiftency betwixt moral 
perfwafive arguments and the efficacious power o{ 
grace ; betwixt men's planting and watering in the 
ufe of means, and the alone increafc thereof from 
the Lord ; betwixt a phyfical and moral concurrence 
in producing one and the fame effect ; betwixt 
thofe two dcfires in prayer, Da ( Domine )quodjubeu 
et jube quod vis. Ii there not likewife here a molt 
\] excellent futablenefs and congruity, betwixt repen- 
tance and remiffion of fins, without prejudice to the 
freedom of grace ; . fmce he gives repentance, as well 
as requires it, and makes his people what he would 
luve them to be ! O how marvellous a contrivance 
is this, where the blefled Majefty of God finds an ar- 
gument in hirnfelf, when man had none wherewith to 
plead; wasW in the form of a fervant, »nd oc- 
eanic our nearefr Kin/man, to redeem the inheri- 
tance i where his people's {landing is enfured by an- 
other furety and ftrength, than their own ; not on 

their cftr<hsndin g > but their bebg W* iin rt£ 
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*rfiere the Lord do's oblige hirnfelf by bond, to make 
that good which is only of grace, and is moft freely 
given : where he both frames the defire within the 
foul, and fatisfies it ! I fhall only add, it is here the 
redeem* d having nothing in themfelves to haft ; and the 

' reprobate none but themfelves to challenge ; for on 
whomfoever that door is fhut,they have therein actively 

• concurred, to draw a bar for (hutting themfelves out. 
- 4. 1 (hall offer one inftance more, wherein this great 
truth may be demonftrated to the world ( that the 
way of the Lord is perfect, that his works are done in 
judgment, yea that he do's all things well ) with ref- 
pe£t to that marvellous order of nature^ and difpofal of 
the works of God under the fun ; how unexpreffible 
well all are fined for feme ufe,&dire£ted to their pro- 

' per end. This is indeed a trutb,wherein thegreateft A- 
theifts may fee this piece of the Scripture convincingly 
verified, wherein God comes fo near, that men may 
feel after him. ( Aits. 17. 27, ) that it may be faid, 
there is no way to fhift thisdifcovery, but to flop their 
ears, and fhut their eyes. Owhat a wonderful dif. 
pofal may be feen, even in the commomjl things, 
with a mutual fubferviency to each other ! and in this 
great variety and throng of tbe creatures, is it net 
obvious how each hath its voice and fpeech, to give ' 
us fomething of inftruition ; and every thing hath 
fome matter of wonder in it, that we may fay, it 13 
hard to be an Atbeift ! There muft be a itrange vio- 
taumg of their light, where the invifibleGod comes 
« near, to make hirnfelf known by things vifs- 
w» and by fo marvellous a conduct and ordering 
nereof , ftew's unt o the for* of men, be dti all things 
*W Uh, may it not be faid, we ceafe to wonder, 

X f xi ry ^ WC ,ive and con ™ fc amongft 
ponders! Now it is here the world hath a demon- 
"ration of the Scripture, that they dare not debate, 
they fhould deny ftnfc,a 5 well m&w'M any will 

queilien 
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queftion the glorious former of all things, why thin^ 
are thus ordered and difpofed, let him but retire within 
hintfelf and he'll find the want and defeft is truly 
within, which he would challenge in the way of the 
Lord. May we not fee with aftonifhment this frame 
and compofure of the univerfe, how each thing doth 
anfwer its part, and to the confervation of the whole; 
how amidlta great contrariety an excellent concord 
is rnanifeft, in all its different parts, natures anddif- 
pofuions ! I muft truly fay, not only duty, but delight 
andpleafure may call men to this ftudy ; yea, even 
to lofe themfelves, as it were, in fo fweet a labyrinth, 
where it is more cane to enter, than to find anout-tct; 
and all things do witnefs, even to men's fenfes, 
the truth of I he Scripture. It is fad, we have fo choice 
and true a hiftory every day to read, oftheiwr* 
ifGcd* which are not in themfelves greater, than tbtt 
wifdom is by which they are ordered ; and yet mould 
beforthemoftpartas afealed book, ****** 
here in a general this truth can be reached j O J 
ywim andftt! Cenfiier the work of the L rd 
Ld youmuft'alfo fee it is P erfe£f, and hs ways a re 
judgment, yea, that he hath done ah Uhngs wU. 
ibbut confider this ftupendous frame of the univerfc, 
^ fabrick that in all its parts is mod ^^J*. 
and nothing in it derive or out of order. Here jou 
Wee that great Minifier of nature, the to , J A 
what iJv W it is placed and fitted * 
light and refrefhing influences to the earth 5 » i wi 
with fuch wifdem, that to move m a M« ^ 
cr orb would not thus anfwer the advantage o 
thinwMowl with what a conftant motion do sit 
the tropicks, to fulfil its annual gjng 
nd in diverfc pans do's fucceOIveiy arife that b> 
it may give the feveral parts of the earth • v 
fiouJd weceafc to wonder ^ty^g^m 
thereof, becaufe it is fo frequently fcen ! 0 may ^ 
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fs arrefl our thoughts with aftonifhment, with 
hat wifdom it is made fubfervient, all along its 
urfe, to caufe Summer and Winter, Spring and Har- 
eft ! Yea, how its approaches and withdra wings are 
graduar, that by iisafcent in ihe-fpringit may difpofe 
our bodies for the fummer, and by its defcent in fuch 
a degree in the harveft may prepare and fit us for the 
Winter, that there mould, not bean immediate bor- 
'ering betwixt thefe extremes I Is not its correfpon- 
encealfo rnanifeft, that it hath with things here be- 
w; which does not only reach the furface of the earth, 
ut the moft inward bowels & fecret caverns thereof ? 
F or its power is known on minerals as well as plants. It 
*t not alfo evident, that this glorious body of the moon 9 
hou^h of a leffer glory than the other, is for another 
life than for men to gaze thereon? how it keeps 
hem from groaping in utter darknefs through the 
# ight, and lights a candle to the world, when the fun 
is gone down, which by its withdrawing does fo 
Jar difcover the glory of the moon and ftars, that 
its brighrnefs did vail and darken ; its influence is 
known alfo upon the fea, upon feeds and plants, yea, 
Upon the humours and complexion of men's bodies, 
0 what innumerable employments are thofe,by which 
Jt is made continually fubfervient to the world ! And 
do you not fee, how the night hath its fpecial ufe, and 
's well ordered as well as the day ; yea, that it hath ita 
peculiar beauty ; &by its darknefs doth commend the 
hgnt, and makes its approach more fweet and defira- 
We r This gives the labouring world fome time for re- 
P<>fe, and moft obfovabJy anfwers man's wearinefs, 
and neceffity of fuch a reft, with fo fit a fea fori, that we 

all^* lt but draWS a curtain about us for tna t end, 
™* doth thus retire the earth and put it in a fweet and 
j cnt c ^mpofure from the noife and hurryings of the 
of A * a >^ 0cs not every everting Cakmnly warn men 
w »or approaching death, and the fwift palling a- 

Way 
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way of time, that they may have no excufe for being 
furprifed in this great change, who have fo grave, fo 
frequent a monitor,to fpeak of it to them ? But let us a 
little further follow this choice enquiry and fearch 
of nature, which is fo clear a witnefs to the Scrip- 
ture ; and you may fee, how marvellous thefe va- 
rious motions of the heavens are, the pofuion of the 
ftars and conftellations, where each hath its own 
proper courfe, yet all carried about to one general 
and common end, to (hew there muft be a firft 
mover, who is not fubje& to motion or change, 

but does manifeftly determine all thefe. 0 

ftrange ! How does this great body of the earth hang 
upon nothing! that a thing fo vaftand ponderous (hould 
lean upon the air, as on a foundation I Muft there 
not be here a piece of art abore humane reach ; how 
thus it does keep its center, & refts thereupon ; &isit 
not clear^how fteady the axis of the earth is,& perpetu- 
ally parallel with it felf, that it cannot tumble this or 
that way? What a marvellous order is alfo feen inthofc 
higher motions of the celeftial bodies? of which fome are 
flow, others more rapid ; fome tend to the eaft,others 
towards the weft; & yet from thefe, though thuscrofs 
toother, there refults a Angular harmony,in which the 
confervation of the World & production of things here 
below are concern'd, which could not fo well have 
anfwered this; without fuch a variety in their courfes. 
It is true, thcLord might have made every day zyear s 
length, &caus'd the fun to keep its courfe from eaft to 
weft fo long: but O how well are all thefe things order* 
cd,& that thus he doth divide our life in fuchfhort fta- 
ges, to make us more frequently mind our change . 
We fee likewife how marvelloufly the earth is fra- 
med in its various parts and proportions, and the lin- 
gular advantage it hath both in its poflure and figure \ 
the mountains and high places do not mar its 
beauty, nor want their ufe, where the beafts jave a 
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fheltcr provided ; and is not nature likewife more 
difplayed and laid open to men by the plains and 
vaJlics, which are to the earth a fpecial ornament ? 
How manifold is the ufe of the */>, which fills up that 
vaft fpace betwixt the heavens and earth, and is fo fit 
a medium for correfpondence betwixt the higher and 
lo wer world ? It is here the birds find ufe for their 
wings ; thorough this the rains find an eafy paf- 
fage \ this does interveen betwixt the fun and the 
earth, yet is no let to the communication either of 
light or heat, but its fcorching is thus qualified by 
that fwcet cool breathing of the air. Is not the 
fmgular ufe and advantage of the winds alfo known ? 
And how thefe are both direfled and bounded, fo 
that men can neither* caufe a ftorm, nor a calm, at 
their pleafurc. AndO can you look on they"** ,and not 
wonder, what marvellous things arc there ! how it 
is {hut up with gates and bars, and hath its ap- 
pointed bounds, without which there could be no 
reafon why a bank of fand fhould reftrain the 
great Ocean from breaking forth. Its manifold ufe 
and advantage is alfo known : would any wilh, that 
the whole earth were dry land ? and O ftrange that 
this not only is made paflable, but by that art of na- 
vigation become a more eafy way for iranfport 
and commerce, by which cities and countries are 
*ade to flourifh ! Do you not fee that regular 
courfe it keeps in its ebbings and flowings, the 
angular ufe and fubfervience of the tides ; fo 
toat when men are difficulted in an inquiry a- 
tout the natural caufe of thefe, they cannot but 
PJ'crve the fpecial end and advantage thereof? 
May we not with wonder alfo fee, how thofe 
Parts of the world, which have the moft fcorching 
7' and greateft heat, have ufually the longefi 
'W. to qualify it with fuch a cooling moifture ? 
1Q w thefe countries, which have no rain, as Egypt, 

havi 
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have feme fupply thereof by an overflowing of the ri- 
vers ? Do you fee, any members either of men, or 
bea{fc,/a/>f^Mw* } and wanting an ufe ? or is there any 
p9tfin % but hath fomc peculiar antidote provided ? ' 
vea, the moft hurtful creatures, as Serpents and Vipers, 
are found of fmgular ufe in medicine, againft their 
own hurt, as the oyle of Scorpions is againft the fting 
thereof. You fee, the poor people have medicinal wa- 
teri provided without money ; &Jt is a notable remark, 
which is certainly known, of one who inclofed fome 
fuch well in his ground, that he might put an mpoft 
thereon, had it taken away and run dry on his hand. 
What a marvellous ufe is there of natural antipathies 
and fympathies y whereon the operation of medicine, 
the fpecial improvement of navigation, by making 
ufe of the load-fine, doth fo much depend ? You lee 
how the harveft gives a large compenfation for the 
toil of the firing \ and do not the poor mans Al- 
ton through the day make his bed fift in the even- 
ing and his reft fweet unto him ? You fee that cor- 
refpondence the heavens keep with the earth in thofe 
fweet refrefhing/W;, by wbicb^m^mmal «- 
tueis drawn forth, and thus the ram doth moil en 
what the heat would fcorch V you may fee how it 
diftill'd and drop't down, not in violent ftreams, but 
as it were through a fmall fieve, or ^ctherwi f t 
would hurt,more than help : you would notdet e 0 
want rain, nor yet to have it perpetual and I thus K 
is ordered. Are not the vapours exhale I from ^ 
earth, that by refrefhing mowers they may return 
thither again ? O how manifold are the wo s £ * 
Lord t Aniin what wifdem ^^^Z^Lh 
U not the pain and travel of the Mfr,i» brmpnj fa* 
their young, proportioned , J ^ 
to that longing they have Job 39. ^//J" b their 
felves, and bring forth their young, and all fir* 
J f,rrows. And as their time and durauon is for mo 
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part {hotter than man's, is not their growth alfo 
futcd thereto ? You fee, men have their lodging furnifht 
ere they come into theWorld,the breads are provided, 
and by a wonderful inftinft they are taught to feek 
after the fame. It is known how thzwant of hearing 
or fight ufeth fome other way to be recompenced 
with fome fpecial natural fagacity : Yea, a want and 
'cfefl In fome parts of the body is oft fupplied with a 
reater agility in fome other members thereof ; which 
known in many remarkable instances ; fuch as that 
oman in this country, not long fince, who had no 
rms from her birth, but could with no lefs dexte- 
*ty make ufe of her tight foot for all the ufes of her 
and. You fee how the beads have fome natural de- 
nce t and are taught felf-prefervation ; and what the 
are and hinde wants of the lion's paw and ftrenath f 
is made up oft by a more fwift foot ; what an *ad- 
yantagious antipathy there is amongft the beafts, 
left the earth ihould be overrun with thofe which 
are hurtful 5 the dog fitted by a ftrange tendency 
of Us kind, to purfue the wolf and the fox, and 
the cat for deftroying of rats. You fee how the 
oxen are tamed to endure the yoke, and brought 
under difcipline, whofe flrength is above many of 
the wild beafo. . Are not thofe things that are moft 
absolutely neccf ary, mod eafte iikewife to be had ? and 
Whilft there is fuch a veriety of labour and toil 
w«£ attend the lot of man here, doth not the earth 
alfo afford a variety of Mights ? You fee, the iirds 
toed nomftrucler to build their nefts, and cbufe a 
2 Place, nor do thy miftakc their feafiuu : yea,do noc 
Were fweet Muficians by their natural melody call 
tten to praife, whofe debt is jnuch above theirs ? Is 
icre not a marvellous coalition betwixt the graft a id 
* tree, which exceeds humane air, if nature did not 
^ vvondei fully co-operate tfcerein,and in the inoculat- 
ga louJI bud into a flock ? and O that wonderful 

encreaff) 
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tncreaft, that follows thefeed throwninto the ground! 
how it dies and rots there, that it may rife with the 
greater luftre and advantage ; and by fuch a fignificant 
emblem teach men the certainty of the raifing of 
theif bodies. For it's fure, the ordinary things of na- 
ture are great and convincing Hieroglyphicks, to hold 
forth mote divine things, if we could but read them. 
Do you not fee what whs of coals and other minerals 
go through the earth > whence it is furnifht and hath 
fit materials for daily ufe, and for an improvement of 
men's faculties ? Is not the earth watered by an tnter- 
tmrfe which fprings and rivers hath with thefea! 
And what fome parts of the world want, is it not 
in other things fupplied ; that every country hath 
almoft (ome peculiar advantages i It is known, bow 
the coldeft places of the earth, do moft abound witn 
the warmtft furs. You fee the beafts want not their 
table s and is not the filly well clothed? Doth thejrfl/i 
of the ground want its ufe ? Yea, is not the very co- 
lour thereof notably fried for mens eyes ? W« 
caufe of wonder is there of the d.fferent forms, the 
vertues and variety ofplants; Youfee, tbelitt kanU 
have their magazine and ftorehoufe } the ha wj 
not fome order and government ; yea, no Junta n lk « 
can frame fuch workas-ifieirs is. But,C \M**J "W 
a curious and exquiftte fabrick is that wh.ch did come 
in "amongft the laft of the creation, but as » te 
wonder thereof, a moft rare piece of work c, 
ftranoe various and fubtile coropofitmn, m which uk* c 
is fo notable an harmony made up of many contw*. 
I think, tbofe who would learn ^ m ^^l 
concern'd to ftifle their reafon but . to fcut t he r c> 
from looking on themfelves and the frame of a* 
bodies, which is totur'fft nought «* 
fmewsand veins, with fuch a variety of parts, ana j 
not one bone or Mufcle frpeifluous, (V 



of the Scripture, 287 



THE FOURTH ARGUMENT 

I a *Jl k«e offer to prove the Scriptures acccom- 
L P ll { ha,ent » 15 this,7»«/ whereof the mull part, ast» 
We fpecial preditfhns and prmifts that conctrn tbt 
.Church, ts fulfilled, and bath now taken plact in tbeir 
cpptinttd times, which we may at this day clearly read 
w the event, and but a little part thereof new remainetb 
it be made net, mufi be a fure truth. But the Scripture 
» thus fulfilled, and the prophecies thereof now 
made legible in the hiftory of providence, and in the 
Works of God about his Church. Therefore, He. 
I I would premifehere fome few things, ere I fpeak 
particularly to this argument. 

1. Though the Scripture is thus wonderfully frited 
by the Lord, and taketh place in every generation, as 

Clear, that i facial part thereof hath its proper accom- 
P 'flwnt in thofeages and periods of time, to which* 

.? w-J Pmiiar L Way re,atc : fomc P a « 
"i which did concern the times of the Old Tellament 

ome that doth alfo anfwer to the times of theS 
K and a part of it which hath a peculiar refpefl to 

h fe latter days, which the Lord is now bLin° 
^,and wewa,tfo ra more fuli accomplifhmentt 
«nat it is on a near approach. 

a. It is alfo f ure , that the ^ w f Q 
J providence about his Church here in the World" 

' T Y ' T }? ' ehe - nded unJer the writ- 

" ndandVl r7 ? ^ bth ^ '""^ «» 

^ n Of theCh . ?¥ £VCnt 3nd Con « rn - 
infii,* Ctarchj though we oft be In the dark 

fill? ^ r H' ^ ^ « wiJI 

' ^^"^ which JhoL-ld caufe us unt il th e n 
• with 
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•with much fobrlety to pafs our judgment on fome of 
thofe truths, that are not yet fulfilled. 

3. It is clear, that the Prophets of old did not only 
foretel fuch great changes and revolutions, as were 
to go over the Church's head, and declare the certainty 
thereof, but wc find thefe prophecies oft point 
at the timis and piritds of timt, whereto they did 
relate ; and though fometimes in dark terms, yet did 
clearly (hew that there was a certain prefixed time, 
and not at every time could they have their perfor- 
mance. . _ 

4. We fliould confider how the full eeamplijhag 
of the Scripturt, and the ptrfeRtng the Lord's w»i 
about his Church, will be at once, and doth keep pace 
together, and then lhall a full and fattsfiwg d r 
every of God's way and providence and al that 
heh/thbeen doing in the World, clearly break forth, 
when the great myfteryof God in his . written w* 
is fintlbtd, and the Church To near to land. _ 

That I may fpeak a little to fo grave a fubjett, l 
would lay down thefe two things to be confident 
!. How much of .he Scripture, and predi^ 
thereof, may be now feen clearly verified m the event. 

2. Whatdoth yet rmaiVto have an a«ompmu 
rnent in thefe lift times ; by which we may «JJ 
judge, how near the Lord's work about his Church 1 
J t oarV<. Under the firft I mall point at fome o. 
thofe moft concerning events and changes, wi rf 
Church hath met with, wherein we ; may fee w 
the Scripture may at this day be read m the hidory 
providence, and is certainly fulfilled. 

The firft thing to be confidered, is,— 
What is already accomplished. 

X. Letusgoback to thofe firft times after ^ Hajj 
witetfotdrtidful (lroh> whitb came up™ ^ 
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World by the Hood, after an umverfal defeHknfrom God, 
and wc lhall there find the fulfilling of that which A*.*! 

told HTfftf ?- " f ?&.""/"*/>> had oft fore- 
old, and of thofe threatmngs wh IC h by Mofet were 
ere recorded : Wherein it may be very LnS! 
I.) That this truth, befides Divine authority, no«- 
fords of anam T mts (no antiquity) could ever ««- 

8 /" Un ' Verfa ' ittu &' ovw the «rth, 
^tft theftrange^/™ s „. of fome from . fc » 

lw J° fephtt J d0 . th L c,te the Caldean 

horeo deft records true and uncorrupt. EufoZ 
Hlfi dom mannon fome fragments of AbidenuZ and 
tpfltdorus, which in his time were tt(a i i 

vp tll™} t^oT\ I 

! jMfj ; c ond enf ed ^^^1?^ 

. ike «hf r I" 8 T 10 df °P s ' but a!1 in » bo- 
mil i 7 he rpouts and "tarafls of the tVe^lldL 

BS 00 w ?i er r h ;l m ' ,hewth with a bSn « of 

*w leS ™ " UP ' Which wat n °< only th? O- 
? f ^ter which L - , Car [ h ' a " d that 6 reat ""ft 

"StnS tbe ^ a a " d » t !°«" account how f uch 
* «^waud agrcabJe .a the whole, aiid .he 
U great 
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great /cope and drift of the fame. For it points out 
an univtrfal defection, and an univtrfal Jlroke meeting 
together ; it leads us forward to Cbrift % of whom 
the ark was an excellent fhadow, and of that falva- 
tion which in and by him the Church hath from 
eternal wrath : and is a very manifeft pledge and fign 
of ihzt lajl dejlruclion of the World, which though 
not in that manner, yet (hall once furely be, and find 
men in fuch a condition^ this Hood found them into 
jn the days of Noah. 

(1) II What we find exprefly threatned by the 
Lord ( Gen. II, 7. ) as aftroke and judgment upon 
men for their ambition and pride, The confounding of 
their languages, is it not alfo moft clearly verified and 
writ forth to the view of the world in the event ? 
that whilft men cannot deny or debate a thing which 
is foconfpicuous and undeniable, they muft alfo ice 
a fulfilling of the Scripture, and that there was a di- 
v nc hand in this ftrange ftroke ; whic imay be a con- 
vincing refutation of Atheifm, if fuch do not wil- 
lirielv (hut their eyes at thefc clear evidences.------- 

T.)Thatit is fire, there is fuch a confujion^ 
lariety of languages in the earth at tk« da > 
whence it is divided, one part ^ f ^^ [Z 
from another, commerce and correfpondence tnw 
Inade difficult, and a bar drawn betwixt nations, by 
^different fpeech. And do not the moft ancient re 
„f rfthc'woild witnefs the fame to 

%lr ages ^^^S^ 
humane hiftory, but the Scripture o*}hW" 
* CCO unt of this ftrange ^l^^^A 
whence its true rifeis 5 yei,thofc who have writ m 
of other things, yet can give no ^ "by 7 
wr ite in one language more than in another bu ^ 
it is proper to their country;where the ^ '7^ 
ducautn. But how the race of men,* ho have . 
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a community in other things, fhould be thus divided,is 
indeed a myftery, which divine truth can only unvail 
and fhew its meaning.-- (3.) It isfurc, there is no Ian* 
guage one more than another,that is natural to men,but 
what/* inflitutio is acquired, whether by long continued 
ufe as children doth their mother tongue, or by fet 
rules. It is uuCyAdam who was the firft man, had hisr 
by fome extraordinary infufion : but it is found a pi* 
tiful fancy alledged by fome, that young children, 
who have never heard fpeech, and toe been thus 
kept at a diftance, would fpeak the nm language of 
the world, and confequently /ZrJr/n/ ; for the contrary 
of this is certainly prov'd.---(4.) Is not this confufiott 
and diverfity of languages, which is in the world, z 
mojlflrange and marvellous thing, which in no ordi- 
nary way, yea not without fomcthing of a miracle, 
could be brought about, and to no continuance o£ 
imc or invention of men can be attributed, if wc 
jfider thefe things.— (i .) It is clear,that if man can 
be traced back to fome original and beginning, there 
auft then have been fome one language, whilft the 
rorld was but in a family ; fo that if you will ad- 
it the truth of the creation, you may fee it was 
not fo at the beginning.— (i. ) Is it not undeniable, 
that men could not cbufe fo great a plague and 
judgment on themfclves,if they had any ufe of reafon i 
which would divide betwixt them and the greater 
part of mankind, hinder trade and mutual inter- 
change with other countrys, either in exporting 
or importing, moft neceilary commodities ; that which 
alfo would obftrudl humane knowledge, and the 
difjovery of thofe excellent inventions and experi- 
ments of other pfaccs ; yea, give man, whofe days 
are fo few, fuch a fore toyl and labour to acquire but 
a few of thofe many different languages, which arc 
in the world. --(sJIs it not alfo clcar,that this is above 
human reach, which men cannot judge, bow in an 
0 2 ' ordinary 
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ordinary way fuch differtnt languages could have 
been found out f and afterwards acquired by the body 
of nations, yea, how there fhould be fuch an agree- 
ment in this amongft a vaft multitude of different tem- 
pers and capacities. For it is obvious,there ftiould have 
then been an inventing of thofe full radical langua- 
ges ; I mean thefe that are not dependant upon, or 
interwoven one with another, but are wholly diffe- 
rent as Greek, Latin, &c : And therewith fuch a 
vaft Diftionanu of words with their fignifications,and 
tules to enjoft them in fentences, mull have ne- 
ccflarily been framed, and abandoning alfo and tur- 
ning off of fome former language, fo far as to the 
bringing of it in oblivion : yea, would the univerfal 
confent and concurrence of the multitude in fuch pla- 
ces be required ? I confefs, this were not fo fl range, 
if fuch a difference betwixt Languages were but in 
fome peculiar mode or propriety of phrafes, and al- 
teration of words according to the various tempers, 
and climates of the earth : but we may fee what dif- 
ierent languages there are, wholly independant on one 
another, not only in original words, but in the very 
vhole frame and bulk, which can be no compound 
of other languages, as many of our modern tongues 
are, which does truly ftate the cafe in fuch a manner, 
that the Scripture only can refolve how this mould 
be ; yea, it is known, befides many branches, com- 
mixtures and variations of languages, which through 
continuance of time, thro' conqueft and mingling of 
nations together, are in the World, there is alfo a 
vaft number of thofe that may^be on cleared ground 
judged original and mother- tongues, of which 
("whatever lefler variation there hath been by the ad- 
ding bf fome new words, or the quitting of old, yet 
the whole bulk does remain intire.— (+) What a ftrange 
and marvellous thing muft this be, if we confider 
that molt of ansUnt maternal languages were 
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Hi to the ufe of /men, whence rules or a method 
could be conveyed from one to another, if it had 
been only fome humane invention ? For we may know 
from fureft antiquity, how long it was ere feveral na- 
tions reached a further way to communicate know* 
Jedge, and rcprefent their conceptions, than by fpeech 
and a vocal tradition, or fome fignificant fymbols or 
ttierogIyphicks,which were then much in ufe to fupplr 
he want of letters. Is it not know how little either 
y pen or printing hath been difcovered to the World 
^ut of fuch late time, as is from cleareft biftor.'c* 
written to us ? Thence we find very little of the 
ur/rf language upon record before 'Homer's time 
Wow may not this clearly demonftrate, that in an or- 
mary way thefe languages could not then have been 
paired * T" Ci) h ^Y be very convincing, what the 
Scripture about this holds forth, that by &difen nt 
igwges, nations and families were at firft divide 
"'/■ii. yea, that this was the firft rife of 
funding one of them from another, for which 

did I t C0 ^ T Cr 6™ anothcr cauf *. Thus 
fi the Lord inclufe his Church in I/mel: and 

E E %> * tHre Wa V hat vencrablc firft hnguage 

t'r? UPi b/ which thcfe racrd 
funher ?h1 T r eftamcnt »« ***** known. I (hail 

tim? 1 at f ° great a bar > which ^ fo lone a 

i J LI l3ft h t tak . en off ' buC fuch a ™fi ^ 

WteSfl L t Tu C ° nf P ,c ^ that once fuch an 

h "iere hath been as fignal a miracle in thrift of 
3 tcnguts 
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ungues under the New Teftamcnt, as there was for- 
merly in the confufon thereof. (•) 

III. What wehaveexprefly promifed in the word 
of the Church's delivery from Egypt, and was foretold 
hy jefepb at his death, that God would fur ely bring 
Lack bis People out of that land, for which he left 
his bones to lie unburicd as a pledge thereof, hath 
i>ow many ages paftbeen fulfilled. It is long fmce that 
remarkable day, when God made a way for his Peo- 
ple through the red fea, and his power known upon 
Pharoab, and the Egyptians ; fincc Mofes with i the 
Church did fing tteac triumphant fong, The borje 
end bis rider be hath call in the fea. W herein thefc 
things arc moft clear,-— 

t That this was a deed known and public* tn 
the time ; which was not done in a corner, but , m the 
v ^ w of the World, and before all the Children of 
Ifrael, and by them attefted,and with greateft . care- 
r^lncfstranfmitted to their children, and by thefe to 
;hc f blowing generations, as a thing never to be ror- 

g °^ n Wasteftified by Mofes, (o great a pcifon, and 
m witnefs thereof ; one whom even the moft ana- 
cat of heathen writers do mention with muchrcfpecr, 
and in this did never challenge his tcftimony, thougn 
a matter of fad, and of that moment, which all M 
nations about could not but know, and both in tn 
prefent and after- ages have the remem 
kept up; fo that they might eafily refute fuc n i 
RlrW And we may judge the Egyptian jrf 
many ethers could want no good will to put cm 
grace ona People, they fo much hated nor be «no 
fant of that which Mofes publifhed in his own wne ■ 
to whofc works fome of the anc.enteft heathen 
writers do Uiew they have been no ftrangers. A 
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[^3. A truth, which by Mofes was put in record \ 
and this delivered to the Jews to be kept by them and 
"their children in all fucceeding ages : a record, which 
they did fo narrowly look to, and had in that reve- 
rence and elteem, that all the fyllables and letters 
thereof were by them numbred, leit in the finalleft 
[Joint it mould be wronged ; yea, were more care- 
ful to preferveit than any nation can be of their moft 
concerning rights, and charters. 

4. A thing, whereof the remembrance was yearly 
from that time celebrated by the Jcwifh Church : 
whence the inftitution of the pajfover had its rife p 
that deliverance being as a fign and facramental 
pledge of that great falvation by him who is our true 
[paifover. 

l IV, What is held forth in the Scripture con- 
cerning the mire full growth of the Jewifh Church ; 
that Judah fhould enjoy a Scepter , which was fore- 
told by dying Jacob ; and promifed once and again 
to Abraham by the Lord, thit his feed fhould be as 
thcfaid if 'the fea, and enjoy Canaan for an inheri- 
tance ; ruth it not long fmce been fulfilled ? Where- 
in thefe things are clear,— 

Jl. That for many ages IfraeliM enjoy that land in 
*moi\f ourijhing condition ; which doth in part ap- 
pear from thofe very ruins and deflations, over which 
they have fo long lamented, the glory of Jerufalem % 
and theT/^/f once fo famous, which caufeth fuch | 
reverence amongft them to the very rubbifh thereof 
at this day. 

2. That they were once a people by themfelves, 
*ha were not mingled with the Nations but kept 
« a diflance, by their Religion and Laws, from 
O 4 the 
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the reft of the World, as a peculiar people to the Lor$ 
is a Thing undeniable, 

3. That whilft they enjoyed it, there was a fingu- 
laroleffing of fruiifulmfs thereon above other places ; 
fo as that fmall piece of ground wai enough for an 
innumerable multitude of inhabitants j but the fame 
is now at this day a barren land, an extraordinary 
curfe no lefs feen thereon, than the bleiling was in for- 
mer times. 

4. It is alfo evident, that fometbing in the zvay, 
and carriage of ibis people , even in their low wan- 
dering condition, doth difcover they have not forgot 
what once they were, nor their former grandeur 
and flourifhing, but ftill keep by tbemfelves y tvich 
fome refpeft to their own land, which their fathers did ( 
enjoy. 

V, That piece of the Scripture, which did concern 
the declining times of the Church under tbt Old Tefla* 
merit, what Jeremiah foretold of the Babyhmjb Cap- 

, tivityM^ now man y a & es fincc been fulfllled : a uuth| 
which we have attefted by facrcd hiftory, an hiflory 
ivhich doth clearly juftify itfclf and its authority by. 
fuch convincing marks thereof, that we may fay thole 
-who doferioufly converfe with the word, cannot take 
up Atheifm without the laying down of reafon, and 
putting a Force upon their own lighr. 

Now as to this particular prophecy we would but 
ferioufly confider,— 

I That which Jeremiah did foretell about the cap- 
tivity, was not its accom pigment put on record m a 
book of the Church's lamentations ? Where this 
truth may be read in her tears j and truly fuch as e- 
ver knew grief in a high meafure, may ea ily know 
what is there expreft, to be fad earneft, and read the 
lively motions of an affiled cafe herein, And De- 
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es hath not this been witneffed to after-ages by a vi- 
le monument, even the deftruftion of the Temple 3 
at great and excellent work, which tho' after rebuilt 
d never attain its former fplendor, 

2. This was a matter of hSt of great note, and 
famous in the time^ done in the view of all the nati- 
ons, a confiderable piece of the Babylontjh conqueft ; 
yea, that teftimony the Scripture beareth to the fame„ 
was it not a few ages after made publkk to other 
parts of the world by the Septuagint tranflation, 
that it had been eafy for Ptolemy or any in that time 
to have difcovered the falfliood of a thing fo lately 
cone : yet, thofe times, nor themoft profefied enemies 
to the Church therein, could not in the leaft contradifr 
the fame. 

3. Though much of humane Mjlory, and thofs 
records of ancient times that we now have, are both 
corrupt and defective, yet there wanu not fome 
infint , from the fureft of thefe, to many of the 
molt obfervable things that w<* have of the hiftory 
of the old teftament ; and as to the certainty of this 
truth, befrdes its own authority, we fhall find fome of 
thefe oldeft Writers, Berofus, Herodot, and Xeno- 
**** $ iy \ fome Ij ght to the fame, whofe witnefa 
wAthcift cannot challenge ; yea, is it not clear that 
PJepbus not only from fac red hiftory, but from thefe 
«w records and fragments of former times,which were 
^cn extant (tho'fmce have been much loft) compofed 
nspwijh annuities, which givefo particular a relation 
w ths truth. 

TOS foretoId h y Dankl concerning the 
2 ™ f aU *f *** Monarchies, and change of thofc 
^at Empires, which had been fo fore a rod upon the 
vnurcn hath it not many ages paft had a moft punc- 
Z P T ormance ? h is long fmce that great /- 
*V Ihewcdto the Prophet in a vifion, hath been 
O s brought 
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brought down and broken, fo that fcarce the toss 
thereof do now remain : which, befides the Scrip- 
ture, may be clearly demonftrated upon other rational 
grounds. 

1, It's being granted, that the Prophecy of Daniel 
was tr an dated in Greek* and laid up in that great li- 
brary of Alexandria* long before much of it was ful- 
filled, before Antkchus Epiphanes* and the rifing' 
of the Reman Empire, of which Porphyrias could 
not be ignorant, though all he could anfwe'r to that 
evident agreement betwixt his Prophefie and the c- 
vent was, that it muft have been writ after theft 
things were accomplifhed ; whileft it is clear, 
that a part of the Prophecy s»f Daw/, which concern- 
ed the/i^rf* Monarchy, was not even in his times 
fully made out, yea we muft fay, fomething thereof 
dmh reach to the lad end of time. 

2, It is alfo undeniable, that in thefe great re- 
volutions of the Monarchies there is a difcernabte 
mfent and harmony betwixt the Scripture, and 
thefe ancient records, which we yet have of thole 
times : fo that not only the things themfelves, but 
fomc of the mofl obfervable circumftances there- 
of, which are particularly mentioned by Daniel* wc 
may read in Xemphon* Herodot y and Dioiom 
Siculus, 

3, It muft alfo be granted, that fome things which 
in Daniers Prophefie would feem moft ftrange and 
improbable, fuch as Beljhazar's death in that very 
night the hand writing was (hewed to him, may be 
particularly underftood in Xtmpban's hiftory j ho* 
Cyrus took the advantage of the BshyUnian fecunty, 
whileft they were in themidft of a folemn Feaft, and 
by diverting the channel of Euphrates did enter 'the 
city without oppofuion ; alfo how that great hern tf 
the high goat was fo fuddenly broken, and the com- 
mingupof/w» bis rtw y which ty Damil [\ 
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I expounded of the Grecian Monarchy, andj the ih 
)vidlng of that' Empire after Alexander's death, is it 
-not punctually held forth by all the hiliories of that 

K 'time ? 

4. Was there not a very convincing appearance of 
a divine hand, both in the rifivni fall of thefe} 
Mon&rchiis^nh an extraordinary providence which wc 
cannot but fee, when we read thefe hiftorics, that 
furely fomething above ordinary means and feconi 
caufes was both in Cyrus's conqueft over the Baby* 
Unians* and the marvellous fwift progrefs and fuecefa 
of Alexander againft the Petfians. 

VII. That which was the great fcope of all Pro- 

phefies under the Old Teftament, The coming of 

the MtffmS) is finely verified >and now many ages paft 

hath had an accompiifhment. The Lord is come tint* 

bis Temple* even he whofe day Abraham and the 

Saints under the law did long after s this was the moft 

happy and notable crifis, that ever the Church was 

under, the great Epochs and period of time, 

from which flie doth now reckon. We know, this 

km fable* or cunning device of man, that God tva$ 

namfefled in thefiejh, did make his abode for foma 

time in the earth, fufered at Jerufalem in the view 

of the World, before many witnefles, ^did arifa 

from death on the third day, was fcen and known 

by his Difcjples thereafter, and having finijhed tie 

w * rh for which he came* waa received up again inta 
gkry t 

This Is indeed a great truth, which concemeih 
r»oJefstoknow,and be fure of, than our foul ia 
worth,and our intereft through eternity : the fulfilling 
Whereof, befides the authority of facred writ, the 
imnefs and recor j s of the jr vailgdif | s amJ Apoftles 

? pjus Chrijf *v/ho teirify what they certainly knew, 
* a truth which from fuch convincing . rational 

grouodi 



300 Tie Fulfilling 

grounds may bedemonftratcd, that]the grcateft height 
of Athcifm knoweth not how to ftate it felf in a 
AiieSt oppofition to the fame. And truly in this, we 
may fay, the Lord hath fo tendered the ftrengthning 
tsf his people's faith and their encouragement, that as 
Jt is the moft concerning promift of the Scripture, on 
■which our whole hope and bleflednefs depends, fo is 
it alfo moft clear arid confpicuous in the event. I 
fball but only touch this, whereof fo much hath been 
laid by others. 

j. it is undeniable, the Mejftas was to c&me : to 
whom all the facrifices under the Law, thofe ancient 
types and fhadows, did clearly point ; to whom the 
Prophets bear witnefs ; and it was the faith of the 
-ancient Jewijh Church, of which promife they were 
ferfivaajd, even whilft they faw it but a far off, yea, 
•did embrace it and repofe themfclves thereon. And 
is there not a moft clear and exact portraiture drawn 
forth under the OldTeftameM, of the Mejftas \ what 
an one he fliould be, and by what peculiar charac- 
ters he fliould be known, who was to be revealed to 
Ifrael ? 

i. The /pedal fea fon y and period of time, wherein 
Chrift fliould come, we find prefixed and fhewed 
to the ancient Church : which, though under fome 

- figurative exprefiions feemed then dark, yet was 
So far revealed, that upon diligent a fearch and en- 
quiry, and particular collation of the times, it might 

.be eafy to difcern the Mefftah\ coming and 
near approach. 0/ which falvation the Prophets did 

'inquire, iPet* I. 10. And truly the fall of theMo- 

, jiarchies, and right undemanding of Dajtieh weeks, 
were fure and folid grounds for a clear compu- 
tation. Thence was it, that fo general an ex- 
pectation of the Mejftas was among the Jews* at 

. that very time when he came ; fo as divers impoflors 
#d arife, whom the People .were ready to follow i and 
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„e fee with what amazement the Pharifees did in- 
quire at John theBaptift, if he were the Chrift) or not; 
yea, Jojephus flieweth how the perfwafion of this 
did moft excite that People to war with the Romans 
from the prophecies they had in holy writ, that from 
5W*rffhould about that time come he who was to be 
Emperor of the World. 

3. It is alfo fure, there was /uch an one, who in 
the days of Tiberius, and under the reign of Herod f 
.was made mani/eft to Ifrael : and came with no out- 
ward mew and obfervation, but did great and 
marvellous things before all the People ; was cruci- 
fied at Jeru/alem^ under Pontius Pilate ; and not- 
withftanding the ignominy of his death, was after ado- 
red, and followed, both by many of the Jews and 
theGentiles ; whofe doclrine did alfo in fhort time 
fpread through the- World: a truth, which the grcateft 
adverfaries of the Gofpel have ever corjfefled, and do 
atteft the hiftory thereof, defafto, to be a faithful re- 
lation. Not only Jews, but the heathen writers, Sue** 
Jonius, Tacitus, and P Unites the younger, that 
lived near, and fome of them contemporary with 
the Times of the Apoftles, do witnefi that this 
Jesus, whom the Chriftians worfhip, did truly 
fuller in the time of Pilate's jurifdiflioR over the 
Jews, 

4. Is it not clear, how this appearance of Chrifi 
to the World did exactly fall in with the very time, 
foretold by the Prophets therefor . ? Was not 
Jacob's prophecy thus accompliihed ? For until that 
time it is clear, the royal line of David's houfe did 
not ceafe, until Herod a ftraager came to reign, bjr 
*hom it was utterly cutoff. And it is manifeft, thofe 
70 weeks mentioned by Daniel, m\$ be urderftood 
of years j elfe they could admit no other fenfe : which 
reckoning from the decree given out by Gym, to 
rebuild the temple, are 490 Years, and dgch anfwer 



302 Fulfilling 

to the very time of Chrifl being in the World, and 
his death, which neceflarity falls in the hft of thefe 
weeks, a thing fo manifeft, that Porphyrius an 
avowed enemy to the Chriftian Religion, could have 
no anfwer, but that this prophecy had been devifed 
after the event : which 1 am fure, the Jews, thongh 
as direel adverfanes, would be loath to admit. 

5, It is moft clear, that in him, who at that time 
was revealed to Ifrael and whom the Chriftian Church 
doth this day woiftiip, was exaft/y accompli/bed 
whatever was by the Prophets told concerning the 
Mejftas. And it is m> fmall advantage for the Chriftian 
caufe, that it needs but appeal to thofe records, 
which have been kept in the hands of her adver- 
faries, where there is fo clear a portraiture of him 
held forth, as to his perfon, his way of comings 
the place whence, the entertainment he Jhould have, 
and his death, that I muft think it a contradiction to 
reafon, men ftiould acknowledge the Old Tef* 
tament, and not grant the New j fince it is clear, 
lhe7^i look for no other Atejjias> thin fuch an one 
as is held out by the Prophets^ and they acknow- 
ledge alfo the divine authority of Ifaiah, Daniel, 
Micah Malachi, &c. who do by fuch clear marki 
point him forth, and thew the Church how 
theylhould know him when he cometh. For truly 
it may thence appear, that it is not more certain, the 
Meffas ftiould come, than that Jefus Chrift is he, I 
would but ferioufly alk, what do the Jews this day 
mifi in our bleffed Lord Jefus, which the Old Tefta- 
mentalloweththem to expeft in the Mefftas\ fait 
that he came not with outward fhew and glory - 
Aire, according to the Scripture, fuch an one we ought 
not to acknowjidge ; no, fhould be not be the 
feed of the woman {Gin. 2. ) who ftould be*"* 
of a virgin, as, Ifaiah Ihcweth : bis voice nit heard tn 
the firms j diffipi mi rtjtflcd *f mn f * man y 
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fertowsl Such an one, as was fhadowed out under 
the Law, who ftiould be made a facriftce for fin ; 
yea, come with no outward pomp, but meek and 
kwly, and riding upon an aft, was to be betrayed, 
and fold ( and bi$ prict (hewed by Zachariah ) for 30 
pieces \ a crucified dying Chrift, that ftiould be wound- 
ed in the houfe of his friends, and cut *ff from amongjt 
the children of his People t O ! can men pofllbly deny 
fo clear an accomplifliment of thefe in our bleffed 
Lord? 

6. Is it not undeniable, that the Jews now, in their 
prefent tafe % cannot poffthly expefl the accompiiflv- 
mentofrA/ipromife ; that the Mtfftas cannot this 
day come, according to the Scripture, except they 
could be put in fuch a condition, as they were in then 
at ChriiVs coming ? Certainly it is impotfiblc, 
that the Old Teltament be ever fulfilled about this, 
if it be not already. Can he come forth out of Beth* 
lehem, whilft now no fuch place is known by that 
name? Can become into his Temple^ that is utterly 
deft roved ? fa there not now a fubverfion of the 
Tribes, and the family of David not known at this 
day ? Yea, are not the gentiles brought i«, whom 
Ifaiah fheweth ftiould be gathered under the fiandari 
sf the Meffxes ? Doth not the daily facrifice ceafe t 
which, the Jews will confefc, hath been fo for many 
ages 5 and* this was to be after his coming. And 1 
would sftc, hpw was that ever fulfilled, that the glory 
of the ftcond Temple fhould exceed the glory of the 
fir (I \ for this cannot be on the account of its ftruclure, 
or outward magnificence ; fure there is nothing, 
wherein this glory could appear, but as it points M 
Chrijl y and the breaking out of thit glorious light % 
which was before itsdeftru&ion* 

7. There is an innumerable company, who have 
tmbraced the Gsfpei s and received the fpirit by the mi* 
fliftry thereof; fince; the times of the Apoftle$ ? who 

have 
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have put this feal thereto in all ages, that it is the pow* 
er and wifdom of God. And truly without par- 
tial refpect( which the confeiences of the worft of men 
have been forced to juftify) it may be faid, thefe 
were the excellent of the earth in their time : many 
of greateft outward parts and abilities, whofe mo- 
ra) integrity and candpur was beyond queftion even 
with their adverfaries ; and thefe both of Jews and 
Gentiles, of all ranks of men, of all nations and lan- 
guages ; who not only by a naked profeflion, but 
by their walk and fufferings did (hew forth the pow- 
er and vertue of a crucified Chrifl ; yea, /bine as 
lighis whilft they were in the World, to the convic- 
tion of fpectators. And is not this a convincing wit- 
nefs to the truth of the Gofpel, which its enemies 
cannot polfibly deny ? 

8. That excellent doclrine y delivered to the Church 
in the New Teftament, by Chrift and his Apoftles, 
doth it nouclearly Ihew whence it is, and witnefs its 
own authority ? For here we may fee a manifeft agree- 
ment betwixt this and the doctrine of the ancient 
Jewifh Church ; that as the five Books of Mofes 
hold forth the fum of the Gofpel, the Covenant of 
grace, and that myftery of Salvation by Chrift fo 
the Prophets do carry it on with further clearnefs, 
and the Evangelifts bring it forward : like an excel- 
lent edifice that is founded and advanced in the 
one, but perfected in the other : all breathing the 
fame fpirit, with a convincing tendency to the 
fame end. So that we may fay the old Jews 
under the Law were in effect Cbriftians, and the 
followers of Chrift now under the Gofpel in fome re- 
fpe# arc Jews ; being one in the fubftantials of their 
religion. For it fa clear, that poor Apoftate people 
now of the Jewifh nation hath wholly departed 
from tbeir own doctrine, and will not come to th$ 
light, that they may be judged according to the Old 
B&v MlftSJSl Teftament. 
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Teftament. Now in this I would ferioufly atteft the 
' adverfaries of the Gofpel, if paganifm> the Turks 
• Alcoran, or Jewifh Talmud hold forth any fuch doc- 
trine or rule as that which the Chridian Religion 
<!oth ! fuch pure,and excellent precepts, to reftrain the 
inordinacy of corrupt affection, backed with argu- 
ments becoming an immortal foul ; a doctrine fo fin- 
cere, folid, and rational, fo confiftent with it felf, and 
agrcable to the true fcope and drift thereof, which 
vliolds forth the moft exquifite rule of perfection, for 
men to prefs after ; yea, where every page and line 
breatheth forth holinefs towardsGod,and righteoufnefe 
and humanity towards man ! 

9. I (hall add, thofe clear convincing evidence* 
of the truth of the Gofpel, which did attend the fir/1 
Wkublifhing thereof were fo manifeft and undeniable 
*i a feal from the Lord, as may force the greateft Athcift 
to filence. For,--(i.) They wcrtjews as much con- 
cerned in the Religion of their* Fathers as any, who 
did fir/} publilh the Gofpel ; none more zealous ac- 
cording to the Law, than Paul was before his conver- 
fion ; none alfo could challenge their driving an 
outward intereft hereby, fincc perfection and 
bonds, yea, greateft hazard was that which they 
muft expect.--- (2.) It is clear, they walked by no rule 
of human policy, nor thofe ordinary ways of inftnu- 
a;hn which the World doth ufe, to engage men, 
and make a party themfelves : but did deliver the 
truth, truth moft repugnant to the flefh and its 
intereft?, . #ith greateft candour and fimplicity, 
though likewife with a convincing authority and 
confidence ; yea, came with a meflage to the Wor}d, 
which had no other convoy, or perfwading argu- 
ment, but the evidence of its own truth, yet withal 
fuch a power accompanying the fame, before which 
men could not ftand.--f 3.) What is fubli/bed concern- 
ing Cbri/l by the Evangelifts, the great works he 
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did, his dying at Jerufalcm with all the ftupcndous 
circumtlances thereof and figns from Heaven, was 
not a thing done in a corner, but in the publick view 
of men, which in thofe days was moil known and 
famous : but yet there cannot be produced one con* 
tradiclory teftimony, to the truth of thefe relations, 
by any adverfary of the Gofpel, either at that time, 
or fince. Sure theWorld wanted no malice,and thefe 
great things were early published by the Evange- 
lifts and Apoftles, whileft much of that generation 
was alive ; yet it is clear, though in a matter of that 
concernment, which made then fo great a noife, and 
was at that time putting the earth all in a flame, none 
was found either among Jews or gentiles, who 
could or durft put forth a manifefto, to difcover the 
leaft cheat or falfhood in thofe things attefted in 
the Hiftory of the Gofpel. —(4.) Whatever different 
parties and feels did break out with the firft time 
of the Church, to oppofe the truth in other things, 
yet in this they had all one cenfent, that he who 
was crucified at Jerufalim, was the Mejftas, and 
Chrift. Which truly did witnefs the clear irrefiftible 
manifeftation of this truth in thofe times ; fince, if 
there could have been the leaft ground to challenge any 
impofture or deceit in this great foundation of the 
Chriftian faith, it is more than probable, thofe bitter 
contentions, followed with fuch animofity and heat 
and irritation, of thofe whom theApoftles andChurch 
in that time did with much zeal and lharpeft ccn- 
fures purfue, would have engaged thenv^to put all 
the dilgrace upon the truth, which they could, if they 
might have had where to faften their teeth. I would 
further add, that even the arguments and objeflions, 
which the adverfaries of the Gofpel could ever bring, 
to oppofe the fame, are indeed a convincing witncls 
and confirmation, and fliew how little they could 
any way fay, in giving their malice a vent. We find 
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that abfurd allegation of the Jews, that the great 
ftr^r Chrift did in the days of his fleth, were by 
flealing the name Jehovah out of the temple, which 
' they alledge he fewed up in his thigh : which truly 
needcth no further refutation but the reciting thereof. 
And here they are even forced to witnefs the truth of 
thofe relations held forth by the Evangelifts, as to the 
matter of fad, which we find alfo thefe later Atheifts, 
fuch as Vanninus, Cardan, &c. dare not challenge 

I or debate: only they would afcribe thefe great works 
which Chrift then wrought, to the influence of the 

I Ran ; a challenge fo abfurd, that needs no other 
anfwer but to relate it. 

frvill. We have that remalkable Prophecy of 
the incoming of the Gentiles, a truth indeed great and 
marvellous, which is expreflv held forth in the Old 
Teftamentf//. 54. 1, 2. If. 60. 3,9.^ a thing fo clearly 
now written forth in the event, tim lam fure, thegrca- 
teft Athefts can have no (hift here ; but muft own that 
in this ftrange work of God about his Church, the 
Scripture hath an undeniable accomplifhmcnt. Now 
to dear this let us but confider,-— 

I. That for many ages this truth aboyt the meal- 
ling of the gentiles was fealed up in a propbtcy, a thing 
fo great and aftonifhing to the ancient Jewifli 
Church, that they could not well comprehend the 
fame, until once the event brought it forth. For this 
was indeed a my/iery hid from ages, how the Gen- 
tiles jhould be fellow heirs, of the jame body, and 
Partakers of the promife in Chrift \ when the bounds 
and extent of the Church did not exceed Judea, that 
fmall inclofure, whileft the whole World befide did 
lie buried, like an outfield, in darft Paganifm. For it 
is well known, that the moft pieafant places of Africa* 
dfa) and Europe^ where afterwards many famous 

Churches 
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Churches werej Within thefe 1600 years was but a 
favage wildernefs : Britain, Germany and W 
did then worihipthe fun and ftars, they facrificed 
to the Gods of the heathens ; yea, thofeeaftern parti 
on which the fun did firft rife, did not then know 
the God cf lfratl : a truthpvhich not only the Roman ■ 
and Grecian Hiftories, but the records of particular 
-Nations can clearly atteft. 

2. It is clear, that this propnecy was not held forth 
only in general; but we find the time Mo prefixed(wirh 
.> fcfecialfcircurnftances) when it fliould have its 
the appearing of the Meffiat, 
to Ifrael ; before which time a 
way of tht Nations, and a wall 
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came. 

3. It may be eafyfto prove the evint of this pro 
phecy, and its mariifert aaemflsjhmft, even ct 
the time thereof. For this men cannot deny, 
- iJf ■ ± u that 
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that the Lord did vifit the Gentiles with the know- 
ledge of his truth : Which then caufed fuch a 
change in the earth, as a great part of it hath been 
brought from heathenifli idolatry, to wor/hipuhe 
Cod of Ifrael ; and fuch who once were ftranoers 
and aliens, now made to profefs the fame faith (as 
to the fubftance thereof ) of the ancient Jewijb 

I Church.Sure this truth needs not want a witne&.whilft 
Nations and much of the known World have been 
for fo long a time, and yet to this day 
proof thereof ; a truth of fuch concernl 
former ages made a great and ftupendol 
on the face of the earth, fo that not 

. merable company out of all Nations 
but the generality, the very complex 
urns and Nations can bear Witnefs 

a w^iP 0 ^ 6 ' hath been Pleached through 
the World ; yea, we may fay.there are fell pa?rrtfiel 
of, where there hath not been fome facedf a Church 
i hough the promifc hath not yet had it's full accom, 
P dhment, but we wait for f according to the Scrip 

»mong the Nat.ons, when Ifrael jhall be gathered 1 
fiE??" f »«. * Wh-hin agreatbart «y 
W ed thishisprom.fe, fo that .he Church m $, t J 
W th afto ni mment cry out, Who hath begotter.% 

m-tbt doves to their tfcndows f Q bleffed ilai 

t fe 1 ; J C GfW /' / "» wherein the Lord did vft 

tbS v neVCrl " i 1Want an errand forgiving 
Plaints 1 PUt mUCh t0 fl!ence our othef 

com- 



off- 
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4. It is not only as to the time, but thofe very 
f lacet of the earth, which Efaias & other of the Pro- 
phets did particularly point at* this prom ife had an 
exa& accomplifhent ? For it is this day manifeft s as to 
the IJIes^whkh we find Co frequently mentioned, that 
thefe fhould writ for his Law^ & the uitermafi parti 
cfthe earthy whence he Jbould bring the Daughter 
of his difperfed, we may get a clear commentary upon 
thrfame, from what the Lord hath done to Britain 
and Ireland^ with other remote parts of the earth : 
yea, have not Ethiopians been made to Jirttch out 
their hands even in thofe fun-burnt places of Africal 
Hath not Chrift aho had a conqueft, where many a 
black- moor was through grace made as the fnmef 
Salmon, ajid tha feathers of a dove ? So that it is clear, 
how thefe particular />few, which were fo oft pointed 
at by the Prophets, have been vifited by the Gofpel, 
ind fallen to the (hare of the Church, 

5. Tsmcbange^ which by the incoming of the g& 
tilt! to the Church was wrought upon the Earth, is 
a thing fo great and aftonijhing, that were it ftill m 
thepromife, and this not yet fulfilled, it would truly 
ftaggar our Faith, how fuch a thing fhould ever 
cometopafs: and is there not here a miracle, that 
that the World cannot poffibly deny? (Even this great 
work of God in bringing in of the gentiles, which 

- without an extraordinary power, could not be effect- 
ed ) if men will confides (Firft) That fwift p™* 
grtfi which then the Gofpel had : how it did run* 
and was j/an)M f through the furtheft parts of tw 
earth, and like lightning break forth from one pW* 
to another 5 fo that in the ApoRU* time, the benp- 
turc doth dew, how moft of the confpicuous rrovin- 
ces of Ma had received the Gofpel ; ? nd /' r '*V 
lian who lived in the fecond Century ( in his Hot* 
antra Judws) doth there witnefs how many nation , 
and thefe moft remote fi*jn other, Ptrtto* 
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Jtfedes t Armenia, Phrygia, Cappadocia^ Pontus^ 
and Pamphilia^ with much of Egypt % and diverfe 
parts of Africa^ beGdcs Rome, Stjain, and other 
places of Europe^ were in his timfcf almoft wholly 
Chriftian. For it is indeed clear, that the bounds of 
the Church was then of a larger extenr, than it is now 
*t this day.— ( 1> ) It is alfo undeniable, that in this 
folemn day of the Gofpel's fpreading r.mongft the nati- 
ons t fuffering and perfecting "did all that time at* 
Und the Church ; yea, in fuch i meafure, that as 
Writers of thofe times do witnefs, neither famine, pefti- 
lence, nor the fword did defrroy fo many of the 
World, as then were of Chriftians in the two firft 
centuries put to death for adhering to the truth : and 
it is clear, that this great work ofGod, in fuch afwift 
fpreading of the Church, was moft difcernahU in 
thofe times of hotteft perfection ; yea, then wa$ 
her moil effectual growth and tntreafe, which uporj 
her getting fome reft, and beginning to flourifh with 
external peace, was at a vifible ftand,--^.) How mar- 
vellous a thing was this, to be brought about, if 
we confider the many different languages^ that did 
then flop C:rrefpondence between the Church and 
the reft of the Earth. For how could the truth thus 
fpread among the nations, yea, in fuch remote pla- 
ces of the World Churches be planted by the Apof- 
tles, and have the Scripture tranfla*ed, and made leg!* 
hie to them, without that extraordinary Gift $f 
Totigues, which for that end was then given from 
the Lord ? Sure, befide facred authority in this matter, 
feafon may convincingly witnefs to the World the 
Jtuth of fuch a miracle, 4 )How Grange & wonder- 
ful a change was this, that in fo Jbort a time the Gofpel 
ihould thus enlighten and put fuch a luftre on the 
m oft rude and favage places of the earth, where 
torce humanity had been, and bring them from the 
condition of bulls, to be men j mould thus tame and 

civilise 
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civilize the greateft Barbarians, and caufe the lUn is 
fy down with the lamb, yea, by the preaching of 
that Gofpe!, and of a crucified Chrifi, which as it; 
ynstttbejflos ^gf tumbling block, fo to the Greeks 

fsQltJhnefi i IBEnfhtt^k* fl* 
And in a word, was not this indeed a miracle, how 
in a matter of fuch high concernment as that wherein 
jnens fouls and everlafting intereft lay, they fliould be 
turned off from their eld way and religion, in which 
they and their Fathers had been fo long rooted ; and 
that a little /park which did breakout in Judea, fliould 
bring down the idols of the nations, and burn up their 

■temples ! > - 'l3ri3&i 

Alafs, that there is fo little of a large heart, of that 
primitive real and fervour this day among ChrifU- 
anst'or the enlargement oftheChurch ! that fuch mer- 
chants are now rare, who would venture out to trade 
With other parts, for this excellent ware, the mf 
chandije whereof is better than tf gold ! O that in thtfe 
parts where the truth is known and profefled theLord 
would raife up men of fuch a fpirit,& fuch iMagiftrate. 
Who would make it their work, and lay down ioW 
grounds how to advance the Kingdom ofChrift m the 
darkplaccs of the earth, and reckon their intere! m 
a foreign plantation upon the account of the &ofp«» 
no lefi than on the account of tra,de ! we would pray, 
and yet hope for this. 

IX. What we find foretold by Daniel, T ca > b J 
Chrift himfelf, about the deftruaion ofjerufalem, ana 
uafing of the JswiA daily Sacrifice, with the rtjetfm / 
thip4le,(han. 12. II. Math. 2 4; a.) hath many 
a*cs ago come to pafs, wherein the World may i« 
how clearly the event doth anfwer this rropnee)- 
For it is manifclt, t J 

1. Thatthislsatruih which doth n«d no oin« 
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of that once flourifhing Church and nation, 
the Jews 1 which we fee with our eyes at this day 
*hofe prefent ftare is fo great a monument of divine 
udgment, fo clear a witnefs to the Scripture, that I 
hink men cannot look thereon, if they be in any 
fteafure ferious, but muft have fuch a conviction. 
2. -What hath befallen this people, may it not be 
\afonifhment to the World in ail fucceeding ages ! 
Broke, that hath put them in- a more fad condition 
n any nation or people we ever yet heard of! (hat 
t them out of their own landed tcattered them as 
abonds through the earth, fo that thefe many ages 
have had no Icepter nor law- giver, no piece °cf 
the earth they can call their own, but at the mere/ 
Und arbitrary difpoW of every place they refide in \ 
gpnvtledge or liberties, but a naked permiflion to 
litis their live* and efrates during the pleafute of 
•fe under whom they, get- ftel ter ! A people put by 
«fc vea with a vifible mark tf divine wrath upo« 
Hfc h« a beacon fet up for ail the tutkm to took 
», Wn ihde who were once eminently own*: 
m Who was fanun in their palaces fir 4 i t funt f 
a> it is wy m mifeft, that no (lit or'eflky that ever 
Wf Nc for their relief, but was ftUl to their fur- 
pmn and found Gud's hand vil;bly crofs to then* 
" ' . urC} Ammtanui Marcellinus, a heathen 
jr, did intend no tcftimony to the Cbriftian caufe 

1 0 hu 'i d < h «v TmpU again, but a fire 

■Jking out fro: B the foundation, thereof, which 



> forced them wi^'i 



many of* the wortocfK 
jrrqt to defifl, 
wjjFi*not befome/?r^ and dteaJfJ 
j o-yond the fin of their forefather^ v%*e* 
r:1 ir;.!uj[ a ftroke doth p ,fr • i 
1 c u ... at roiwithflaiidin* frv , 
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latry, and departing from God, when they were at 
that height jn wickednefs as to offer up their children 
U Moloch, and fit *p altars in the grcves,to reject the 
nieffage of the Prophets, and thruft fome of them in 
a dungeon \ yet were only puniflicd with 70 years 
'captivity and after by God's very immediate hand 
hrougtt again, thofe who had taken them captive 
concurring with them to re-build the Temple : But 
now how long and dark hath their night been, fince 
this judgment came on them ! and though they could 
not thefe many ?ges charge themfdves with Idolatry, 
yet no Saviour orDeliverer hath been raifed u^na Pro- 
phet fent forth, no flgn or appearance at this day of 
relief, now for thefe i6co years ; yea, arrndft thefe - 
frequent changes & revolutions,that have been in trie 
World, ne change in their condition! Sure/ that people 
were in fpeaking terms with their confciences, 
this might put them to a ftrange demurr, what Inouu 
be the caufe, if they be not guilty of killing the 
fiat, and that blood purfuing them i what atrocious 
provocation beyond others the^ can jnft ai« 
in, for which the Lord doth fo long and fo loreiy, 
by fuch an unufual and unheard of ftroke, tdus 

contend. _ > *j, m „, 

4. What a marvellous concurrence F m V*T? 
an d convincing appearance of a divine hand, was in t^ 

judgment, the befog*** tf J? ufa, f ,^Jj^ s 
mans falling in with the very time of the M^' r 
whilert fo great a confluence of people from « jg 
of the land were there cn that account that D 0 
fmri and famine might contribute ^ 
iftroy ! What unreafonable an afton.lh.ng 
aeainlldl offer* of p»ce, and the mod peffing «* 
Nations thereof, *M**r/^^ 
^hilft their ruin was other wife 1^ table > A 
heard of (.rife, where the enemy did con und to a 
but they to undo ttav&b* ! How judicially ^ 
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AW under moft remarkable prodigies and it/anr- 
f'wfr, whicji they had of that approaching defolation ; 
divided wholly amongft themfelves, yea, fo cruel 
one upon another within, that their adverfary with- 
out could not but look thereon with companion ! O 
What a ftroke was this, wherein greater! Atheifls 
would grant a fatality! For indeed men cannot con f> J er 
the fame without acknowledging a divine hand, and 
fomething above ordinary means and caufes, where 
all did thus meet together in a folemn confpiracy to 
.accomplish that people's ruin. 

5. But it is here we rnay fee a Angular providence 
of God for his Church, that thofe who of all the 
World are moft violent enemies to the Chrifliam 
truth, are aifo a moft convincing witnefs to the fame. 
Whilft (firft) thefe do clearly attefl the Scripture 
Which is our alone charter, the divine authority of 
Mofes and the Prophets, the true copies whereof 
they did moft tenderly prefer ve, what ever abfuid 
gloffes fome of their Rabbies have thereon ; yea, 
durftyiever offer in the leaft to vitiate the original, but 
have had the fame tranfmitted, ft ill from one age to 
another ; to which records, that are thfs day in their 
hand, the Chrijlian Omrch can with much confi- 
dence appeal, & demonftratefrom the 0# Telia men t 
the undoubted truth of the Nnu* Yea, in this we may 
appeal the Atheift to his confeience, that the Scripture 
is no impoilure, or any cunning device of Chriftians, 
Which is fo far witnefled even by thegreateft adverfa- 
ry and maligners of the Chriftian Religion, (z.) That 
Grange induration of the Jews, their unreafonable; 
reje&ing of the truth, who after folong a time cannot 
fee the caufe, which is moft difcernable in their ftroke. 
0 b not* this alfo a moft convincing feal tojhe Scrip- 
ture, and clear fulfilling thereof, there is a vail over 
'jw mind, as the Apoftle ftieweih, whilfi they read 
we La w , judicially fmitten by (he Lord with blindnefc 
P 2 that 
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that they canntt fa until once this vail hi taken off?' 
And truly we may fay, there is nothing in their judg- 
ment more Grange and aftonifhing, thin fuch a conti- 
nued obfttnacy again ft the truth; how they fliould 
be thus dark in the noon-day, but that herein the 
Scnpture is fulfilled ; fo that we may even turn a 
poifon into an antidote ! 

X, That which is fo exprefly foretold in the New 
T«flament,7ea, as the great drift of the Prophecies 
thereof, Thg coming ef Anthhriji^ and revealing nf the 
man rfjin t9 the World (l. Thtjf. 2,3, 4, 7, 8, 9,) 
hath long fince been aecompfilhed t wherein, we 
may fav, the wonderful corresponding of the event 
with the prophecy is fo clear, that this truth is now 
as plain and obvious,as once it was dark to theChurch ; 
thefc things being undeniable,-— 

j. How the Spirit of God in the Scripture hath 
been in a more than ordinary way particular ,.to point 
Anikhrili forth by fuch notorious marks and charac* 
-*Urs % that after-ages may know him, if they will 
not fhut their evi& -Iconfefs, it is not ftrange,tbe pi- 
pijh party {hould feal up, the Sctipture, and forbid 
the ordinary reading of k, fince the breaking forth of 
that light would foon make theirKingdem dark, tor 
it men would but fet the hiftory of the Church, fince 
the limes of the Apofties, over againit the Set iptuie* 
and make ufe of that notable key for opening the 
prophedies cf the New Tetlamcnt, ir fljould be then 
€afy to inuw, the Antichrift is fttrrly ccme, and ww 
ihh h ; and herein doth the Lord's tender refpect 
tohti Churchappcar, that he doth not onlj in * 
• very foJemn manner forewarn men about tins 
great trill, and as it were by the found cif ** trumpet 
give an alarm, that fuch an adverfary was' conung, 
Syea, of the time thereof, who would* do more hurt, 
jhdil all who had gone befae, .but dotli alio mane 
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fccleara difcovery of the whole fabrlck, rife, and 
progrefs of that party, with fuch particular circom- 
flances and differencing characters from any other en- 
emy of the Church, as may render the World mod 
inexcufable, if they will needs daih on that rock, 
whereon the Scripture hath fet faconfpicuous a' bea- 

n* 

-eu ^ ro ^ ccv fl 13 uld now want an accom- 

ifhinem, .or Antichrijl be yet U ewe, is a thing 
it repugnant to facred truth : fince it is fare, that 
Mery of iniquity even in the times of the Aptftles 
did begm t) w;rk ; and what thenar a time whb* 
Wd his coming the heathen Empire of R me , hath 
Jong.ince been tahn mt of the way j which caufed 
fome Chnfiians in thofedays to wifh the fcandinzarid 
commuinccofthat Empire ! from the terror they 
ftad o, that adverfary, who according to the word the > 
toe* was to Jill his room. Yea, do we not find, ch* 
lurches trial from Anticbri/i fhould be the m/l 
M and laflin* trial H f the Church under the New 
tettarmnt ? which after her begun breathing from 
Jttinaiifh perfection, was to continue for many 
^ wherein the word is muft exprefs and ckr, 
ihc rife and fall of this cnemr fhould be gradual 
and not at once ; whofe beginning and firft ap- 
pearance might be t<aced to the firlt time* of the 
Wtorch, and hit clufc and final ruin near the fecond 

H P » AmJ lhcrrfwc ^ < s <° the fuV 

j«ot the Prophecies of the New Teftamenf, the 
^ t .ntent and fcope of the Revelation of 
JJjbch the true fee of the Ch Lriao Clih 
™MUhe various changes of her condition, eve«H,< m 
fitt™"* t rte firff feal t0 the blowing of tU 
ISSfT'' '^ a f tlcular ly heW forth i and there may, 

P ^ J • 3- That 



3 i 8 The Fulfilling 

3. That fuch an one as the Scripture points forth, 
doth moft fully anfwer to all thofe marks which 
are there given of Antkhrift, hath come, and been 
rrjealed to the World, is a thing fo very manifeft, 
that except men will needs force their light and con- 
fcience, it cannot but be beyond queftion and de- 
bate ; even fuch an one whpfe coming Jhould be after 
the working cf Satan with all power, ftgns, and 
lying wonders, forbidding to marry, and to abjlain 
from meats which God had appointed \ who futctb 
in the temple of God, having a name full of blafphe- 
my, and doth exalt himfelf afove all that is called 
God, who bewitcheth the Kings and great men cf 
the earth with his enchantments j yea, that even by his 
livery may he be known, he moft ufually hath 
fcorletwd purple which I think truly marvellous, 
how particularly thefe are mentioned in the Scrip- 
ture j and in a word, fuch an one wbofe trcm, 
and merchandize, is net only gold and fitver, but 
the fiuls of men ; who ftould be drunk with tbt 
blood cf the Saints and Martyrs of Jefus Cbrifl ; 
under wjiofe reigrt the Church muft/// U the wddtr^ 
nefs, and there be latent tor a long time j and his feat, 
that City which is fituateupon fevem hills, even t bat 
great city which doth rule over the Kings of tbt 
earth. O ftrange, how men.can acknowlcge this for 
the Scripture of God, and yet not fee it fulfilled be- 
fore their eyes, that there is fo lively an image and 
portraiaure of Antichrifl there held forth, fuch pe- 
culiar characters which do convincingly point at tne 
Pope, andpopifti hierarchy j yea, could anfwer to no 
other adverfary, which Chrift ever had under tne 
New Teftament, either Pagan, or Mahometan : ana 
yet fo much of the World doth not know him wncn 
he is before their eyes ! 1 # ^ 

4. h is clear, that no ^fince Antichnit was re 
vealed, did altogether want fmi witnefs, to pom 
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him forth, even in the darkeft times ; many of 
whom loved not their lives unto the death, that they 
might feal this truth ; & it may be a queftion, if mbre 
of the blood of the Saints was fhed under heathens,than 
in after-times under Antichrift. Yea,though we had 
not fuch exprefs marks to difcover him, from the 
world, it may be eafy for men to judge who that 
is, that is this day fo direclly oppoftte to Jefus Cbrijl 9 
and to the great defign oftheGofpel ; that aflumesto 
bimfelf what is alone due to God, to forgive fin, 
and be worfhipped with Religiou* adoration , that 
challenges a Magifterial power and fupremacy 
over the whole Church, as its bead, a ftile too great 
for any of the Angels ; who maketh void the merit 
of Chrift, and layeth down a way of life and 
falvation, on the fame terms that it ftood in the Cove- 
nant cfwsrks,who doth deftrov the £'eat intent of the 
Gofpcl ; and in z\fz& y denietb jfefus Chri/i to have come 
tn the ficjh \ who fetreth Heaven upon falc for money, 
and permittcth none to perift and go to hell, but 
fcejnteir ; who dothdifpenfe wiih?roffefta£hcf!ia v an<f 
the exprefc command of the Law- giver, maketh 
moral prohibitions void by his authority \ yea, haN 
loweth the very ftews, and moft horrid adls of un» 
cleanefs ; taketh on him to change the condition of 
the dead, and zwUxt to their friends the happy ftate 
of their fouls, if they will make large offerings on 
that account. Of who is this, if not that Ami- 
cbr jft, whofe way doth ftate him in fuch dirccl terms 
ofoppofuion to Chrift ? 

5- Have we not caufe to wonder, no lefs at the 
"range induration and blindnefs cf the* popijb party, 
than of the Jtius, that whilft the one doth confefs 
the Old Teftament, and yet knoweth not Chrift, trfc 
other mould grant the truth of the New Teftament, 
an <l not know Antichrijl, that he is come, even he 
al <er whom a great part of the World for tbcfc many 

P 4 'kj^g 
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ages hath been wondering ? Sure, fo dear an agreement 
betwixt this prophecy and the event may not only 
put this beyond, debate* but leave a conviction upon 
the greateit Atheifts, of the truth and divinity of the 
Scripture. For what ever former times might pretend 
ignorance, whilfr this Myflery was but w,rking^ now 
when the man of fin hain come to his full height 
and Mature, and is fo clearly revealed by the light of the 
Gofpel, is taketh away all excufe ; and I profcfs, in 
thefe latter times, I cannot fee how one can be a 
knowing Papijl^ and not an Alheifi alfo, 

(q) I know it is a fore judgment on men, who 
will not receive the truths that the difcovery there- 
of Aiould be their pain and torment \ and I am Aire, 
whatever advantages of outward peace the follower! 
of Amuhrijl have this day, they can have no found 
Betp, whilft the light with that ckarnek doth mine, 
that they can neither ftand before it, nor >et flee and 
efcape, where their confeience will not follow. But 
1 1 ( here is the fcripture evidently fulfilled, and their 
j >ti;:ment far begun, as it is hc;d forth in Rev* 
that tire greater difcovery the light makes, the more 
they Ihould ragr, an<J in fury rife againft it : for the 
heat of this cannot but fcorcb^ where it doth not warm* 
There is no help, where God doth Judicially harden 
n^blin 1 xfsvi ke that whete they fan their 

HHfet^ahe^Steow* God makes if their plague bf 
putting his feal ro it,. However, wif&fomuft he j*r 
t/Jhihf her ehildfen { the truth" cannot Lfe itsetrand, 
e.fcn'wrteii its eJF^s are fad and judicial ; for it is a 

\M^mt^i»&i>d r> ttim wfo f*ri/b> 1} »« truty 
a'tAdlijiht, and there Teems do acub to convince, 

Wfo^raltca at life way of the Lord tutibim^niRd, 

fc jeaftiue) againi? *«r/Uvts j bur Snrc the i 'if 
Church doVnor avowedU deny ihefcnpturcs, tbetfi* 
vinity of the Ncw-Tcflainent and prophehes tl 
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f which is the great advantage we require, to have its 
authority admitted, and their Religion brought to 
this teft ) which is the alone rule of all true Religion; 
and fince they muft grant that to be joined mthAnti- 
tbrift^ or partaker in fuch a way, is moft dread fal,and 
involves them under the greateft of judgments ; for 
it is a matter of no lefs weight, than an eternal fal- 
vation, or damnation : yea fince this concerns Minifters 
of the Gofpel, as one fpecial part of their work now 
in the laft times, to bear witnefs againft Amkhrift^ 
( that great, we muft fay the greattft adverfary, which 
Chnft ever had in the earth) to warn and purfue with- 
out ceafin^his call, whatever fuccefc it have, that 
men would come out of Babyhn^ and hafte from under 
an approaching wrath and vengeance, which on fome 
other ground, than appearance, we are fure, now makes 
hafte ; I would here in behalf of the truth offer fome 
* queries oo this fubje& ( befides any thing hath been 
already mentioned J and herein appeal the adverfary to 
the Scriptuie of God, that great and uncontroverted 
Judge&to their own confcicnce,ycato the fobcr&retiicd 
tbftsof fuch, who are under any awe or impreflioo 
Deity, when they are afonc with themfclves, ii this 

remarkable aProphefy, about the Anticbri/lk his Co- 
mmg,be not now clearly verified, that men may fee him 
With their eyes, or elfe muft fhut them at fuch a fight* 

i. Is there not a very full and particular difecvery 
which the Scripture gives of this great Adverfary ,beth 
jn hjs rife & growth. his reign and fall ; and not meerly 
by a paffing word : whom the ApovtIe,2. Tief 2, 3.4; 
points out by fuch peculiar marks ; 'whom John do's 
defer jbe and difference from all other Antichrifh, that 
were only to be hts forerunners, & ftews him a mcie 
*°ted and principal adverfary of Chrift above otfeetc j 
yea, we have through the whole RivtLt'm moft 
w«rly dilcovered, under different fiiles, what he 
would be, and wbta.fure and long trial the Chrif- 

i j 5 . SSv/^i ' -'i *** a 
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tian Church was to have under his reign. 1 profefs, 
when I read theScripture, and there fee fo exprefs and 
clear a forewarning, which many ages before we have 
about the coming of this adverfary, with fuch pecu- 
liar diftinguilhing circumftances and marks, as are at 
this day moft exaclly verified in the event, I am con- 
flrain'd to admire at fo convincing and unanfwe- 
rable a witnefs to the Scripture's divinity > and mull 
think itftrange,how men at fuch a rate can wreftle 
aga : nft the truth, except by getting a viaory over 
their coafcience, and putting the light in fetters, 
whilft they own thefc Proprieties of the New Tefta- 
ment to be ofdivineverity ; whichyet they fo evident- 
ly diftort, againft the clear fenfe and meaning thereof i 
yea, do adventure fuch a commentary on the fame, 
that manifeflly deftroys the text, 

2. Can you poffibly expect AntichrifTs coming 
to the world now according to the Scripture, if be 
be not already revealed \ when his forerunners were 
fo many ages before, even in the times of the Apof- 
tles, cofhew he was then coming ? I muft afk, if this 
adverfary Ihould this day begin to appear, could you 
judge this is he, or reconcile fuch a contradiaion, how, 
he is now breaking out, who was btginning to difcovef 
himfeW 1500 years ago ? For it is fa long fince the 
Apotlle Jhew'd, this my fiery of iniquity was M* 9 
kiKg ( iTbc/j:!, 7.) which clearly points at Aft* 
efrnfl, who then was hatching, though not on fucft 
a growth and afcendant, as after and could ne 
be yet latent, yet in the bud ? Hath there been no 
fur ther advance.after fo many ages ? Hath this myftery 
yet not wrought it felf above ground ? O where : hatn 
lie been ? that fuch a wtr&ing thing, fo dread -ul a 
fparle could keep fo many ages under afoes, and no 
flame, ho fire perceived ? For it is fare if he was 
then at work, he hath not >ct ceafed. Yea, it m 
admit the Scripture, is not the filing of the i«r*.y 
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Empire, in the order of the trumpets 9 clearly after the 
revealing of the Antichrifl \ and this horrid fcourge 
held forth ( Rev. 9. 20. ) as a remarkable judgment 
from the Lord, on the Chrifiian world, thenturn*d 
Antichrifltan, for their idolatry, woi (hipping of ima- 
ges, Sec. which was not brought into the Church till 
the man of fin was towards his height ? 

3. Is not this unanfweraWy manifeft, that hi wfo 
did witheld, and as a bar reftrained Antichrifis coming 
for a time, cannot now be ftanding in the way ? 
You fee, the Scripture (hews cxprefly there is a 
bar muft be removed, and then fhould this man of 
fin be revea ledmd this cannot 'be doubted, but that 
feme temporal power was hereby meant, which did 
then forcibly withfland(*$ the original word k at EXfltt 
imports. J For it is very clear, whilft the&0/«aJiEmpire> 
was heathen, he could not brook Rente, or as a 
Monarch have his feat in that city with fevtn hilts ; 
he could not then both /ft in the temple of God, and 
have the Kings of the earth to give their pouter with 
confent ttbim. Now let me but appeal men to their 
reafon and judgment, if any fuch bar could be yet 
ftanding, alter fo great, yea, fuch innumerable muta- 
tions and changes of the world. When, many ages 
finee, there have been fuch various fucceluons of 
States and Kingdoms, and a wearing out of greateft 
families, how could any temporal power be ever fince 
the days of the ApoftJes a continued let in the way of 
the adverfary ? 

4. Thisquetyl would fcrioufly offer j if fuch & 
party can befound this day, to whom all the marks of 
Antkhrifi held forth by the Scripture, do truly agret % 
could you then deny that he is come j if fobe you look 
for fuch an Antichrifl, and under that cognifance^a* 
the holy Ghoft points him forth in thewodd ? O-jriH 
you be fo much in earneft with your confcience s 10 
hjffa the truth tocome-thus near,that yjou may impar- 
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tially judge what is there of the Propbefies, that cor> 
cerns Antichrijl coming in the world, which is not 
now verified in the event before your eyes ; and admit 
the Scripture but judge therein, whether there is any 
fuch particular difti'nguifhing badge and mark, held 
forth in that bleffed record for his difcovery, which 
does not convincingly quadrate with the Pope, and is 
followers. 

5. I {hall in this alfo appeal your confeience, if 
there be now or hath been under the new Tcftament 
an other party, or fuch an adverfary to the Church of 
Chrift, to whom thefe diftinguifhing character* of An- 
tlchrtft could agree : fuch an one who (hould be no 
open adverfary, but fit in the temple of God under the 
vail of a friend, with a (hew of great wonders and mi- 
racks, and yet under that fhew exalt himfelf againft 
God. I know, you will deny that this hath a clear 
lefpeft to the Popijh party, or is juftly applicable to - 
them : but I am fure, if without a prejudicate tyaJs 
you would feiioufly judge, and abftrad from appli- 
z cation, in this you could not deny an aflent, that/a^ 
a tarty (whofoever he be) bears that great badge of • 
Antichrtf, in exalting himfelf again/1 God ? who, as 
a friend, doth aflume thofc titles only due & compe- 
tent to the glorious God, and to the Mediator, to 
be Head and chief Doff or of the Catholick Church, 
and alledges her for bis fpoufe, who challenged an 
infinite power, by making ufc of that, Mat. 28. 10. 
*jfil power is given unto wi/,&c.(which tbatbook, intitu- 
led Pontifical Csr monies, does affert lib. I, fol. 3°' 
who aiTumes an authority to bind men's confeience by 
his law, and to free their confeiencq from thofc la^ 8 
which are divine and unchangable ; who appoints di- 
vine worfhip and adoration to crcatutes, by d £ tdtin j> 
prayers \o them ; does fubjea the iaith of the Churcn 
lathe determina:ijn of a man, in which, as infal- 
lible, all muft xtit : is not that a delinking of ni "| 
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who is the great Prophet and teacher of his Church, 
yea, a making his authority void ? Now, befide 
thefe diftinguifhing characters, which the Scripture, 
lb exprefly gives of Anttcbrift, are not thefe alio fo 
notorious and plain, that I think it ftrangehow men 
can have their rcafon and judgment in exercife, 
and not know to whom they belong ; I mean, 
the forbidding of marriage, and of the ufe of meats, 
which the Apoitle holds forth, I Tim. 4. 3. and 
in Rev. 1 8. 13. you have there imerchandifexvitb the 
fouls of men. And Ocan anybe in the dztk,who thefe 
are, that have fuch a peculiar trafEck with this 
ware, by redeeming fouls for money, and making 
a fale of pardons and indulgences, which concern 
men's fouls. I (hall add that likewife Rev. 9. 20. the 
mrfiiping of idols of gold and ftlver : and herein 
crave the world to be judge, yea, can appeal to fome 
of thei; own greateft writcrs,if this be not both the doc- 
trine and the practice of the Romijb Church, which 
one of the moft learn'd among, them does exprefly 
affert, that the images of the Trinity are no' fet up 
for a fhew, but for Religious Adoration. Ana is not 
this a moft direct making void of the moral hw ? 
which fo exprefly forbids any worlhipping of the in- 
vifibic God under the fimilitude of a corruptible man^ 
or under any vifible reprefentation. 

6. Is not this foretold of Antichrift % what a domi- 
nion .he (hould have over the Kings of the earth {Rev. 
17. 18.) unto whom they (hould agree, and give their 
fewer and Kingdoms, to fupport his interest ? Now 
it this be not convincingly verified, and hath been for 
many ages in the Pope, it is eafy \o jud^o : and 1 am 
fure, his followers would be loth to deny a thing, 
in which they fo much boalt. I confefc, Were it not 
thus foretold by the Scripture, we could not think 
it credible, how the Kings and great men of the earth 
fcuuid be in fuch a meafuie bewitched, to enflave 

themfclvcs 
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them r clves and their intereft to that party, and 
yield to fo ftrangc afubjeclion under their yoke ; it 
feems fovery irrational, yea, like an infatuation, fincc 
they cannot but fee under what a terror he keeps 
them by his interdictions, by afluming a power to 
loofe fubji&s from any tie to their Princes ; and thas 
binding and loofing their confeience at his pleafure, 
what intereft he hath in their counfcls, by that fubtile 
device of auricular confefiion j what intollerablc ho- 
mage and fcrvice he requires from Princes ; what 
vaft trcafure he draws for fupport of his Hierarchy, 
from thofe places where he hath power; yea, what 
a vifible tendency his actings have to promote a 
worldly inrcjefr, and rmke the great men of the earth 
dependent on him ; how cafily he can difpenfe with 
the greatell breaches of rhe moral law,whilft moft cruel 
and inexorable in any thing that interferes with his 
power and fuprcmacy ; 0 how aftonifhing might tbrs 
blind devoting of great men, borh themfelves and their 
power, to the fupport of fuch an intereft be, if we had 
not a clear refolution from the Scripture, that this 
is from the Lord, wl* j hath put it in their hearty and fo 
far gives them up in his fecrct judgment ! 

7. Imuftafk, is not that a convincing witnefs to 
the Scripture, and a clear argument for the Prote/lant 
reformed Church, which you fo much object againft 
her, that her condition for fo many ages hath been 
Mcand aljcfty and did fo little appear, whilft the 
Ptpijh intereft wasrefplendent and flourifhing ; For 
it is fure, fuch a long continued fuffering, and latent 
condition of the Church under Antichrifl, is ex- 
preflv foretold, wherein the ivitnejps fhould be put 
to prtpbefy in facicbth, and the poor woman ( which 
is meant of the Church ) put to flee to the wilder' 
nefs and be there hid: fo that you cannot fay, the 
Church and followers of Chrift have been more 
lovy inihcfe worft and darkeft times, than the worj 
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holds her out to be. Yet, hath there been fiill zfuccef- 
fion, and fome witnefs for the truth, and the Church 
thus continued in all thefe times, which ( as one ex- 
cellently fays Jwas like a frefh river that made her way 
through that horrid lake of Antichriftianifm, without 
mixing therewith, and at laft did break out glo- 
rioufly. 

8. Is not the Antichrift in a fpecial way pointed 
out in the Scripture, by fome proper mark ? fome 
vifible fgn and cognifance y which his followers fhould 
receive, for differencing them for any other party, 
Rev. 13. 16. Now in this I defire the World and 
commoneftobfervers to judge, if thofe many ftrangc 
ceremonies and rites of the Romijh Church, their 
diftinguifhing figns and badges ( which they fo 
much own and indifpenfibly require, as vifible charac- 
ters of their profeflion, yea, are fo peculiar to 
that party beyond others ) do not convincing- 
ly quadrate with the Scripture herein, and moft 
clearly verify the fame in the event. The World 
knows, and the ordinary way and practice of' thefe 
can witnefs, tkat frequent ufe ( oh a moft horrid, 
idolatrous abuft ! ) of thefign of the crofs ; which not 
only in a fpecial manner they take as a differencing 
had%eo{ their party from others, by fo frcq\»ent a> 
eroding of their forehead and breaft, and putting this 
a; their mark on all they baptife, or receive bv con- 
firmation ; but do afcribe alfo to it an effulive and 
operative power, and as a charm or magical fign 
makes ufc cf it to effect things furpernatural, to re- 
ftrain fin, drive away the Devil. For thus they conjure 
jj ints, thus they wear it in their rings, and pendia- 
Hei ; yea, is it not by them adored and worfbiprH, 
and made ufe of for the bleilir^ and confecration of ?H 
other tilings : Sure, this can be no matter of debate, 
fmce it ii> fo known and obvious, and that it is eafy 
thui to difcern a Roman VatksHck, if he but avow 

£ his 
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\ his profrffion, byfucb a viiible fign, and find- him* 
I bur by his mart i which that party does purfuewith 
greatefr fervour, and thereby correfpond and" difcovcr 
themfeSves onje to another. 

I {hall further add, Is not this the Aniichnft, 
\ whokname muft be underftood, and reckoned by 
the number thereof, which is the number of a man ! 
£ Rev. 13. 18, It is true, this feems very dark and 
mylierious, and iir Head uf a more clear difcovery, 
might rather be judged a drawing a vail over this 
advsrfary: but fince we have the Scriptures expreii 
call and warrant, to make a ferious inquiry and fearch 
about its meaning, yea, does not only hold it forth as 
dutv, but (hews fuch a thing is attainable, and may 
l>e underftood, I ftiall deure in humble fobnety, 
without peremptory afferting, to offer fome few 
thoughts on this Scripture, both as to Us meaning, 
and how cJrarly tht man of fin .is thus pointed out 
and his name made known by the number thereof : 
about which I humbly judge (and muft therein crave 
Ubertv to differ from othe;s,and thofe whofe judg- 
ment I moft highly refpefl) that this number (as it a 
here fet down) is explicatory, and given as the very 
key to the Church, for opening the myltery 01 
this name, and of that man of whom alfo it is y* 
number i and thus fhew's, it isnat to be reckoned as 
the name of 1 JhgU perfon, nor is it to be found Vf 
Arithmeiical computation in the numeral letters ot 
a man, but is the name of a politick body, a name 
which comprehends a plurality, fuch as thofe nu- 
merous orders and degrees of the fnUfiM 
rarchv are ; and bv fuch a fcale, his number does 
fOBurtaWyafcend'in fo many degrees, until it termi- 
nate in a mwtn in one abfolutt Monarch and uni 
verfal HeaJ, as the very Summa totalis, in wnom tn» 
whole number refolves, and therefore it x.tbi 
kr of a man, Yea, by this rcckwpg, ma >^ 
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clearly know what a man that is ; that as he cannot 
be known, if we take him alone, without retpeft to 
a politick body and the whole complex Hierarchy, 
of which number he is made up, as the conlhruent 
parts, we muft alfo undeithnd, by this computa- 
tion, the Antkhrift, with rel>e& to a long conti- 
nued feries and facctjfion, which here the Scrip- 
ture {hews to the Church : that he is not a fingle in- 
dividual perfon only, or fuch a politick body, of many 
numerous degrees, refolving in one head, which 
fhould be but for an age, or of a fliort duration - f but 
that he is an adverfary who is to be continued, in a nu- 
merous fucceffmi, through a feries of many ages. 
And thus may the man rf fin and bis nameht im< 
derftaod, by this number, of which he is mid e up. 
' Now in this, I humbly judge, the fcope of the Scrip- 
ture is clear, in felting down fuch a rule to count An* 
tichnft by bis number, and thus does prophetically ob*> 
viate that great miirake,after- ages would fall into,and 
* is to this day entertained, that this adverfary is but 
one individual perfon, who mould get up, and caufe a 
remarkable Apufiacy in the Church ; therefore it is* 
that the World will not know this is he, \v: rj 
they fee him before their eyes ; not confidering i 
fuch a numerous body and fucceffion h contained in his 
name y from which he cannot* be feparate.- >«v r y*v- 

But for further clearing, I (hall offer fame fcvn, 
things to be fersoufly cuniidered in his reckoning, 
{l) Here is a ttumb*r t ar:d pluralic*, by th/. U%, 
Gholt particularly fct tiuwn, by wl.u'li Ant thrift 
mull be kit 1 w 11- and counted : and the :ie t . [•> ci.-e 
bejwixthim and Lis nuber, trm both tS-c n .:m, atra 
his name is lonna.1; made up thereof.— - (2.) Hue ISA 
number which 15 not u> be h u^bt after by ibe fub- k 
tik coo puta 1 u'* i j LtHtiuk, 01. anv curious in- 
Q,ut> ii, Li t i5JLj>c*ai ktiers of a tn^i's nam? ; Imcc 
thu* A t, cannot know the uue ufe oi Chriiiian wiXJom 
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and prudence, whic{) the Scripture requires ; yea, it is 
clear, this way might anfwer feveral other names, as 
well as Lateinos, which could not in an ordinary way 
be determined* without a pretending to fome extra- 
ordinary revelation and difcovery* But here may be 
judged work for fpiritual wifdom, to count this 
number of Antichrift, and his name, with refpecl tn 
his nature, frame, anil compofition.-(3.)Here is fuch 
a number , which is al! fummed up in one man, and 
cannot otherways be counted or underftood, but as 
it hath a refpect to a finale perfon, in a continued fuc* 
tejfton, wherein it refolves. Now, is there not fuch a 
number, to which the Pope Hands as nearly related, 
as the total fum is to thofe degrees, and leffer num- 
bers, of which it is made up f And here is wifdom, 
to join aright that man of Jin* and his number % aad 
there fee how exaftty they quadrate in the event, and 
each gives light to an other.— (4-) We find here a 
large number, wherein there is a plurality of many dif- 
ferent degrees, rifingone above other, and is ihere* 
f vr-e definitely expreffed by fo great a number a 
666.— (5,) This is alfo a numUf ( and herein there 
fcems clear ground for fuch a remark ) which is mult 
unite and cmpaH^ with a clofe concatenation, a re- 
markable order, and rifing from a lower to a higher 
decree, with a fpecial fubordi nation and dependance on 
other j yea, is thus knit, that one part compre- 
hends the other ; fuch as is moil clear and obvi- 
ous, in that fubtile politick conftitution of the Rmjfi 
State, and that numerous Hierarchy, with which 
this definite number of 666 feems marvelloufly w 
quadrate : where by a fcale of fo many fleps and 
degrees, you may follow up this number, as it wjf« 
from fix to fixty, &V. by Deans, Provincials, Ge- 
nerals of Orders, to Bifhops, thence Archbsfliq*! 
Primates, Patriarchs, Cardinals, until you find all 

refolvc in one man ; who is as ftraitly related to it, as 

jv « a 
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a name can be to fo many fyllables, whereof it is 
made up. I know,this may feem too curious an inquffjr* 
and not fo fuiting the gravity and weight of the Scrip- 
ture ; but fince the Spirit of God hath chofe fuch a 
definite number before another, wherein there is fo 
ftrange an order and quadration, to difcover that ad- 
versary, and gives us fuch ground that his number 
points at his frame and compoiition, I think, with- 
out any challenge of unfobriety, fuch a remark very 
finable.— 6. Whilft the Scripture fliews, this is the 
number of a man, and of bis name, does it not alfo 
fliew, it is fuch a number that lies neareft AnUthr\ft % 
and is moft ftraitly related to him ; and as the form? I 
caufe, does moft fpecially concur in his conlhtu- 
tion, yea, gives as it were life to that image ? Now 
Jet it be fcrioufly confidered what this is, yea, whither 
that myftery of Antichriftiantfm does not in a peculiar 
Way lie in hk Supremacy, and being infallible and the 
ultimate judge of controverfies, which he claims as 
abfolutc Head of the Church univcrfaf, and that foun- 
tain whence all thofe degrees of power in the Rmifi 
Hierarchy do flow, and in whom they fully termi- 
nate. For it is clear, thence are all thofe grofs tenets, 
and corruptions in doctrine. Thus he moft directly 
exalts htmf elf again ft God, and puts the Mediator off 
his throne : thus he does excrcife authority overmen's 
conference j thus Anrichriftiantfm, and that avowed 
oppofition to Jefus Chrift, takes life, is nouriftied, and 
hath its ftrength, even under thofe wings of his abfo- 
lute fupremacy. Now if it be clear that this is ihe 
number which lies neareft to Antichrift, from which 
he can no ways be feparated, and does moft formally 
make up that man of yJ^then by the excrcife of Chrif- 
fanwifdom may that number,and its true meaning be 
thence underftood. — T 7») Is not this fuch a number, 
that is peculiarly rcftri£ted, in a clafs by it felf, which 
thei8LhVer. does fhew, wherein thatgreatBulkofthe 

Rsmijb 
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Rwi/h Church is not to be fought ? For though it k 
there clear , that fuch who receive the 4nark, and by 
fomcvilibJe profcJSon own the doctrine of the 
mifl> Church, are of the largeft extent, and there* 
fore it is faid, great and fmall, rich and poor, mufl 
come that length, yet as to the number of the beat}, 
and of his name, it is expreffed by its felf, and as a 
higher clafs, in which all of the common rank who 
muft receive the ma;k, do not fall: but as lying 
more clofe and near to Antichrifi, is in a peculiar; 
manner rcftricled by a drftinguiftung note • whicha 
ferious ftudy of that Scripture will help to clear. 
(1) 

* XI. What was propheliad abo.pt the killing if the 
UiitntJJis under Antithrtft, ( Rev. II. 3, 7, 8 J we 
may h ath clearly come to pafs, and at this day 
may rt^ ,.;C fame in the event. For it is maDifetV*- 

1. That during Antichrif?* reign, even in the dar- 
keft times, there wanted not feme fa feal the truth* 
ami bear witnefs thereto, both by open conlcffion, and 
fuffering on that account, which the Church* Hi- 
fioitcs can'abundantly ftuke out, 

2. That during that dark night thofe who did 
give a tcftjmoiiy, and any wav appealed againrt the 
grievous encroachments of Antkhtijt, in behalf of 
down-born truth, w.ere put to puphcty in faektkth % 
when the're was nothing left, but to w;cp over the 
Chujch's mim t and witnefs thtir detention and 
grief for the gi owing Apolian of fuch times, 

3 h is clt^r, that as ^ her pnpbecy doth point at 
fome rtiu/e remarkahU fufferingan^ perftcutkn, wl-ich l 
tht Churcn Wds to meu mrh from Aniwwift, be- 
y.omi ali it had enduied from that adverfar^ ia former 
a^er, ; yea, a Tpccial perrmfiinn horn the Lord IV 
* J 1 a 4 jtiEKt^t^- HS* t^ ,r f **^ and cruelty again (1 the 
U fail out aiiex the witLefles/w^- 
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their teflimwy, who had fo long in an abjeS 
low condition, asrnfackcloth, prophecied; \ea, when 
Antichnft (houlcf be at his height, and hisfCmgdosn 
upon the turn, that then muft this remarkable 
*f the witntjfts be accomplished : fo Kke*ife did 
the event conv mcingl) verify the fame. For it is bio wn 
that upon the clofe of Antiebrifi** reign, whilft 
the truth began to breakout, this foreft ftorm of per- 
fection beyond all. that had been before,, did then 
break upon the Church,even in its budding fortb,that 
we may fay, that adverfary did not only put forth 
the utmoft of his power and rage againft the SaintF, 
but feemed in fome mcafure to bring his cruel de- 
fies to pafs ; which the dreadful maflams in 
France, Prevents, and the Valleys ot Pi m0 n,t % 
the fore and violent perfection of the Church thro' 
- the Netherlands, under the Duke, of Aha, and in 
England by Q?een AJary % '\xMtrmm ' after the de- 
feat or the Duke of Saxony s and Landgrave of H,ITe % 
can clearly witnefs. M 

4. Is it not a!fo clear, how this remarkable dorm, * 
and cutting down of the Saints, over whofe dead bo- 
dies their adverfanej did rejoice, was according to 
thts Pr°phecy to be previous to fome eminent mlarg* 
nunt > and reviving o£ the Church, which did ac- 
cwimgly fill ouc in the event, like a rcfuneaton *f 
™*M**ges from the dead, to the aftomthmetir of 
JJc World that immediately followed upon the .back 
inereof I fo that when their enemies thought rhey had 
their end, as they did conclude hv fuch perfe- 
gUMI, particularly that French moffacrt, that the 
*<*f**t inters fhould be quite rumcd, the/were 

1 10 f f° thd - r ,ubour in vain > and the Church 
flout ifl.'ng a f : , r lU V, me. • 
* Uml further add, that Amkhnti h.th not only 
een revealed, and his Kingdom ccme to its hebht : 
11 ,scim thiS Ja )i "hat itison L^>/%ha«cV^d 
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his 7m is now begun. Upon which account we may 
£ y«u have came to tog, that f*r m»»r »M 

to 's approach; yea, the>^ cfivdns beard 
IZfand : let us go forth, and meer him, who „ now 
Lone out a* a mighty man, tor the fclwtion ofto 
£rch, and takesVe fields againft th.s^t adve - 
foryof his truth and people, on whofefide victory 
doth fut*Ly wait. 




iftend thing propofed, was to confider,—— 

IS VIT TO SE ACCOMPLISHED. 

. touched a little fome of the mo J 
ifcerning prophecies of the Scripture both 
Kwand Old Teftament, which are 
2 and the truth thereof fo clearly written forth 
hiftory of providence ; rhat we mav fay, the 
p. crSy observers, if they will no, tort [£j 
^ cannot want a coupon ^ ^11 now 
,n the next p ace point at tnat wim-u 
of propheticalpart of the Scripture, to be acc m- 
Siftied - thofe prophecies which concern the Church 
gttJK thereby we -V - ^ -e " 
-onnmticn hnj/jr ,^1^ ./ 

near approach of tnat oieueu tfaj , -v/rVv 

o C « ^ j ^ £ * ^ /7Jy//<Ty 

which remaineth of the prophecies of the worn w 

fU T^e are thofe truths^ I'/l 
of i e have a fure warrant to expeel 
( , ) The full ruin, and downfal of «¥'MH ^ 
coLfion and falling of the ^"J^ 
&mfkMi ) A felcmn day of the CM ^ foi- 
ine both 7#«w and Gtntthsr \ , Tb e 

IX the making out of the former fivm.fe. (4 J ^ 
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fall and deftruftion of the Turkijh Empire, that 
cruel party who have been raifed up and tftablifhed j 
for judgment, with whom the Lord fhall yet rec- 
kon, for ali that Chrlftian blood by them fo unjuftly 
fted, as feemeth clearly held forth, Rtv. 16. 12. 
(5.) We are alfo to expecl, after all thefe, that full and 
laft ftroke upon G§g and Magog ■ and then the Lord 
is at handy and that great my fiery of the prophecies 
and promifes of the Scripture £hall then be finijhtd % 
and at a blefled clofe, / 

I. We have the full rum dna\ieflru£lim 0/ An* 
tuhrifl and his Kingdom^ clearlt propheficd, and 
in very exprefs terms promifed to the Church 
(2 Thtf 2. 2, 8, Rev. 16. 1$, and 17.) the 
accomplifhment whereof we do yelp according to tj^ 
fecripturc wait for ; which thjG6dfytruih,^v>rt^^ 
iiot lie or repent, flrajl in rfue ttme afluL^ly bring 
about, and which apprc^cheth wbetfj^^olemn cry 
ihall be heard , Babylon ikfailw \ *mb\xi which we 
would confider,— & 

I. That this judgment is already begun, and the 
firft ftep thereof vifible is now clear j wherein men 
may fee the event mo ft exactly anfwer the prophecy. 
For the Lord hath begun to cenfume Antichrift by 
the breath tf his mouth : and fmce ffee firft breaking 
out of the light, his Kingdom hath beerv moulder- 
ing down before the Word* Have not Nations fal- 
len off, at the voice of the preached Gofpet? histrue, 
the Church wanteth not fore conflicls, even under 
the Viah : and it is the Lord's way, to try his People 
with fuch various uncertainties, thit when- things 
nave been moft promifmg, another providence come;Ji 
likeacrofs wave, which feemeth to. drive them es 
far back, as once they feemcd i% br Tor ward. Yet it 
' s fure> and fliould be be) qncf 1 debate, that Ami* 
chrilVs overthrow is upon a^prefent advance^ and that 

work 
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work of the Lord for his Church's deliverance is 
going forward, For, if wc believe falvation by Chrift 
upon the warrant of the word, fhould wc not alfo 
with much aflurance believe that Antichnft's wound 
is deadly and incurable, which he hath got by the 
preaching of the Gofpel, which all the Ph>ficians of 
the earth (hall never help, 

2. This is one of the greateft and moft JignafoQs of 
the judgment of God on his Church's enemies j one 
of the moft eminent man inflations of his glory, which 
he hath referved for the laft times, wherein the apr 
pearance of his hand and great power ftiall be very ma- 
niftft ; and we are to expect by this remarkable ft roke 
tfat way {hall be made for that glorious htufe^ which 
Chrift is to-have for himfelf in the latter days, which 
(hall be built upon Antichrift's ruins, when that 
new bride, both of Juws and Gentiles, fhj.ll be 
.prepared for the marriage -fupper of the Lamb, 

3. Though we are to expert, on clear ground from 
: word, the Lord's eminent .appsaring by his im- 
mediate band in this great wori, which fhall be fo con- 
vincing in thatday, and wiinefc an extraordinary pro- 
vince, that all iookers-<m muft with fear and afto- 

-nifnment confefs, that this is God's own work : yet 
it is alfo clear, that he wilt therein make ufeof infiw 

' mtnts, fitted and choftn for that end, who ftull 
ruifed «nd a£cJ forth with a mote than ordinary Spi- 
rit, to execute the vengeance cf the Lc*\l, r. -:u t * 
? • '*m*nt written : amon^ft whom {he feeble iha 1 
then be firing. Yea, We have ground to exptel, that 
of the Kings of the earth, and the race and fuccef- 

.frrs of rriofe who in former times bad giv*n the*? 
fmver to the Baift, fhall the LotU rajfe up, *o t?;*tc 
the whore, tmd make' her dr folate. O^je-hei* a:c 
they, who fball havea hand injo m b!e**>tk» to lack 
and <Lftroy tlwt accurftd City,, buiit ■» :p i'ith w 
blood of the Samts and mat tyts of Jcfu* thrift.' 
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4. We are not to bound the Lord, as to any par- 
ticular time for accomplifhtng this piece of his word: 
yet, we have clear ground to believe, that Babylon's 
ruin maketh hafte, and the day of the Lord upon her 
is near ; who fe fword is bathed in Heaven, and that 
the inftruments of his vengeance are making ready. 
One ftroke upon that party is already paft ; Antichrift 
hath begun to fall before the word, and muft fall fur- 
I ther until that great ftroke, which fliall deftroy hi* 
I feat and lay wafte that land, be accompliflied. Some 
promifing evidences of its near approach I would 
here point at, (i.) The many prayers of the faints, 
which are now before the throne, and cannot fail of a 
return, Many who wreftled oft with the Lord or* 
this account, though they are gone, yet are their 
prayers on the file, and wait for this folemn mani- 
feftation of the judgment of God : and the blood 
of the Saints doth not ceafe to cry, yea, hath as loud 
a cry as ever.--^ Jit is clear 5 that the preachedGofpel 
now fince the light began to break forthj, doth ripen 
»nd help to make the harvefi more white, than many 
ages formerly. And truly, if we conlider how Jong 
the word hath been founding a retreat to that party, 
to come out of Babylon, and that for the fe 150 years 
they have been ftill afting in oppofition to fo clear a 
1'ght, to fuch a folemn call, fo many warnings, yea, 
to fuch convincing difcovery of the Lord's being a- 
gainft them in very remarkable providences, doth it 
not flicw, at what an height their fin this day is, and 
an obftmate rejecting of cure?- -{3,^ cannot but fee 
now that judgment which fhould be poured forth on 
Antichrift under the viah, is in a great meafure now 
verified I m the event.™ (4.) It is clear, and confonant 
fo the Scripture, that the Lord's wsrk is now haften- 
ty m the latter da) s, providence in a fwifc motion 
and making great advance, more quick changes in the 
««w of the Church, both as to florm* and calms, 
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and her trials now mutt not be fo long as in former 
time, Rom g, 28. Hi will cut Jhort his work in 
rigbteoufnefs \ for a Jhort work will the Lord mate 
in the earth. — (j.) That Anthhrift and his followers 
do this day fecm to beat fuch an advantage ; theLord's 
work as it were at a ftand, yea, rather going back. 
This late reviving of Amichriftian Prelacy in Britain 
and Ireland, with fo vifible a growth of Popery there, 
and fo dark an hour upon the reformed Churches a- 
broad, I think, on very folid grounds, h a prorhi- 
fing evidence of the near approach of a further ftroke 
on that party. For it is clear, both from the word 
and God's ordinary way of procedure, how a fliarp 
jhrm is ufually previous tofome remarkable enlarge- 
mm of the Church ; a very low ebb, before the tur- 
ning of the tide ; yea, that every ftep of her advance, 
whereby fiic hath gained ground on Antichrifr, hath 
iiill had feme conflict and wreftling going before : 
and thus the Lord, by fuffering, doth ripen his People 
I for fuch times of mercy. For which times, 0 let us 
I pray and wait, when the fmoke of that acturfed 
j City (hall afcend up to Heaven, and his People be 
jnade to triumph in his praife, and fing that fong, 
V Hallelujah f Salvation, glory, and honour to the Lord 
Cid.who hath judged the gr tat whore ! Rtjoyce ever her, 
tluu Heaven, and ye holy Apofths and Prophets ; fir 
, God hath avenged you upon her, 

II. We have a clear prophecy about the mailing 
tftke J*WS, and their convertion toChrift in the latter 

IF -day*, held forth by the prophets, and in the New 
Teftament very expidly mcntiolied ; the fulhJImg 
whereof the Church muft j et wait for, audlong aaa, 

• when God mail bring again the captivity of h» an- 
cient People, and fay to that valley ofdiy bona, Live 

I about which we .would coufidcr, Ijau H. i5> Km * 
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I. That this promife doth not only concern par-* 
ticularperfons,ora few, but the body and genera- 
lity of that people, is moft clear from the Scripture* 
if men would compare Ifa t it. ji, Zach, 12. 10. 
with Rm, 11. 25. Where it is undeniable, 
that their gathering muft be as full and remark- 
able, as their featuring : and as there is no nation fa 
remote whither fome of them are this day driven,**** 
ftall not hinder the fulfilling of the promife ; but as 
//'^^fliewcth, the Lord Jhall then ajfemble the difftr- 
fed and outcajs,, and bring them back .fram ths 
four corners of the tarth, and furthdt places 
thereof. Yea, doth not the Apoftle exprefly fhewv 
that it is all Ifrael, whereat this promile pointeth ! 
For though they art enemies concerning the Cofpel, 
yet are they beloved for the fathers fakes, becaufe of % 
the Covenant which was made with Abraham and 
Jus feed. And truly we have in this, ground Mo 
to expea fomething further than their conversion - 
that m this day the Lord fhatl raift up the tabernacle 
*f David which is fallen, and plant them upon their 
own land, Amos 9. ir, 15. Not only bring them 
to a vihble Church-ftate, but even therewith fomc 
temporal reflation and recolle&ion of them as a- 
fatten : yea, we may expe&a return of the old blcf- 
m S of that land's fruitfulnefs, which I think is dear y 
Aeid forth in that of Amos. 9. 14. that the very bills 
jteU drop dewn facet wim.md melt as it were in oul- 
ward Wettings un them. 

*. That this promife hath not yet had an accord ' \ 
Pigment, is alfo clear from [he Word. it muft 1 
Wowihe rejcSicn of that People, and fhopld not 
«« Place, ^uhcfulnty 'tf the gentiles he brought > 
.rveft ior many ages after was not to be 
> d 'd no tJ 1 ^poflle hold this forth as a 
e of trfe Scripture which tje ancient 
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was pointed at Prophets, and even at that time 
was not underftood ? Which furely could have been 
no myftery, if their converfion had reached no further 
then the Apoftlcs time ; and it is known, how fmall 
a number fince of that People hath yet been brought 
into Chrift. 

3. We have much ground from the Scripture, 
that this day,this great day of Jezretl, ftiall be a very 
remarkable and fokmn time : which will caufe afto- 
nifhment to the Na horn round about, & make a won- 
derful change on the face of the earth j a time ofGod'a 
eminent appearance for that People, when his lingu- 
lar refpecl ftiall be as manifefr, as formerly his great 
difpleafure and anger was \ a time, on which many of 
the choiccft mercies of the Church do certainly 
waif, the return of many prayers, a large pouring 
forth of the Spirit, even on the body of that 
People and on all ranks,not only the families of David 
Nathan, and Levi, but alfo the families of Shimei, 
vthh a large Difpenfation of gifts jyeajfuch a time, 
wherein the converted of Ifrael (hall then fee and un- 
derftand how far the glory of the fecond Temple 
doth exited that ofthefirft, and {hall be a very con- 
spicuous part of ChrirVs univerfal Kingdom, eminent 
Jot the power and purity of the ordinances, to which 
others ftiall look as to a moft choice and excellent 
pattern of a purely reformed and glorious Church. 

4, Bclide the promife of him, who is not like man 
to lie, or the fon of man, to repent, there want not 
fbme very convincing providences ,to confirm our faith 
concerning this : if we confider how thisPeopleare flill 
kept by themfehes, amidft aU their fcatterings not 
mixtor incorporated with other Nations,which is rnott 
ufual thro' long converfe, that people of fevera! parts 
of the earth will united join in one. Is not their great 
muafe alfo rema* kable \ What great multitudes o 
them are in the eaftcn) parts, yea, through molt : oi 
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Afia s Africa, and in thofe places of Europe where the 
Chriftian Church is ? & all this time their land not pof- 
fefled, but by a rabble of the Turks, under whofe yoke 
they groan, And though the genealogies^ particular 
families are at this day much loft, yet there is ft ill 
Jb much fure and evident, as to the feries and ge- 
nealogy of the Nation, thatdoth A^m* them from 
any other People, 

5. It is true* the authority of the word mould fl- 
lence alt our thoughts bow fo great a thing flial! be 
brought about : yet we may judge, that fas a m^an) 
this (halt eminently contribute to the fame, fuch a 
convincing firoke upon Antichrifl whieli muft go 
before their converfion, wherein fo manifefr. an ap- 
pearance of God, and the fulfillingof one of the great- 
eft promifes of the NewTcftarnent, cannot but ftare 
them in the face ; and with this the taking away of 
that ftumbJing block of idolatry, which hath h long 
he!pt to harden thcin againa the profefliorv of the 
Gjfpeh . ■ 1 

I muftfhut up this with a fad regret that whilft 
w * h * v * f° a promife, there is no more tender 
rdpeft, and further eflay to promote the good of that 
People. Who knoweth, what a bieifmg mighr attend 
the ufe of ordinary means ? fince this is an uriquefli- 
onable duty, and men know not, when they few the 
jttd, whether this or that (hull profper, alas I that 
the ufual deportment of Chriflians, with whom thty 
fonverfe, doth oft further help to highten their pre- 
sence again ft Chriftianity ; let us long and pray 
more for this day, a day which fhall brine fo great a 
Wcffing with it to the gentiles, 

J?v Th £ C are many P ro P hedes °oth in the Old 
ana wew Teftament, that do clearly point at a great 

f7 l7 ** P f * h < days of the Gofpel: which 
* numbly conceive, are not yet fully made gut, but 

Q.3 Ml 
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{hall have a more remarkable accomplifhment before 
the clofe of time. Jfaiab 65. 25. Ifaiab 66. 12. 
Mich. 4. 1, 2. 

I cenfefs, the event will be the fureft commentary j 
and until this appear, men fhould be fober and cauti- 
ous, that they darken not the counfel of God, and 
his truth, with any wild fancy, and aim to be wife 
fikve that which is written : yet I muft think, that 
there arc great things laid up in thefe promifes for the 
Church 9 that we cannot now well reach j yea, would 
fcarce get believed, until the appointed time unvail 
their meaning. I Ihall here but only touch how it 
may appear thefe promifes aie net yet fully acepm- 
plifhed, and what with a fafe warrant we may expecl 
in their accompli foment. As to the firfl, we would 
confider thefe things,— 

1. That thefe great promifes, which hold forth fo 
eminent an enlargement and flourifhing of the 
Church, do alfo poixit at fome paiticular limitti 
time \ fome period and revolution of the Church's 
condition, which is riot agreeable and common to 
other times j until which thtfe promifes do not ukf 
place. . 

2. This proraifed flourifhing concerneth beta 
Jtivs and Gentiles, and the word doth clearly point 

' it fome further encreafe of the gentile Church by the 
calling of the Jews : which muft have a peculiar re- 
fpefl to that foicmn time of Ifrael's reftoration, and 
Antuhrift's ruin ; a time, on which the return of ma- 
ny prayers, and the fulfilling of many promifes in the 
behalf of the Church, do furely wait. So that a 
Jfaiab and other of the Prophets do put over tbii 
great flourifhing of the Church to the days of the 
•Gofpel, the Apoftle&m. II, dotb point at*™ 0 * 
precife time, wherein this in a larger meafure ibaUDe 
made out. - 

3. We cannot fad the Cbriflian Church did *? 
\.. r\* * n J°J 
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°y fo ' g rta * on enlargement and flourifliing ftate 
as thefe promifes feem to import. For pecfecut»on and 
fuffering hath moft been her lot, firft from the 
Jrjjs, next from^ her heathen adverfaries, arid lad 
from Antichrift, whofe fall and ruin, we have ground 
to expe&, mall make room forfo great an incrcafe of 
the Church : for, how much power Antichrift hath, 
in fo far is the Church kept under ; yea; it is clear 
how very fhort all her breathings have been. 

4. It would appear, fo folemn a time of the Chur- 
ches flourifhing, whereat the Prophets did fo oft 
point, as it hath an undoubted refpeel to the da>i 
of the Gofpel 9 (o in its full accomplifhment mull an- 
fwer to that remarkable day of Satan's binding and 
the Saints Reign with Cbri/I, when the Kingdom* 
of the Earth become the Lord's ; which we find 
doth immediately preceed Satan'* laft hifing, and 
his. going forth to gather his broken forces, for 
thit great battel, which is to be very near tbs 
end. 

I (hall but add, we have ground to judge, the 
Lord will ufher in that glorious evcrlafling ftate of 
the Church, even by fome preparative degrees here : 
the latter times arc there to be reckoned the more 
blcfTed, the more near they approach to the dawn- 
ing of glory. *\ . sP 

Now, in the fepnd place, I fhall but point at 
fome things, which with a fafe warrant we ma/ 
undcrftand and look after in the accampli/bment if 
tbeje prpmi t ^ \$ . . .^fflM 

It is very clear, they hold forth a great enlargement 
to the unherfal Church, both of Jews and Gen. . 
"articular Churches may be in a fad withering condi- 
Hoq, whilft other parts do flourifh : but thefe pro- 
nifes feem to point at a day, which will concern the 
mats m all corners of the earth, who (hall not want 
their fhare with the reft of that bleffed ti©e,' It may 
CU be 
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bealfo clear, fome more bright and hot fun-jbme 
tftheGofpelh held forth; fome fuch remarkable 
fpring-tide of the Spirit^ that {ha\\ be as difcernable, 
as the Churches Jow ebb fometimes was j a day of 
thef net power of God> his prefence very manifeft 
among his people and with the ordinances, beyond 
former t imcs ; fo that Ezci. 48, 35* ¥he sf 
that place Jhall be called Jehovah Shammah, the 
Lord is there. Yea, that in this day ChrilVs vifible 
Kingdom, in a fetled Church-flate % ftall more emi- 
nently four ijb : and the flowing in of people and na- 
tions with much fervour, who ftiall joyn themfehn 
U the Lord) pure ordinances, a more univnrfal onends 
amongft the worfhippers of God, the walk ofChrifti- 
ans with a difcernable luftrc of holinefe, will be 
jnade to commend the Gofpel ; Chrifi's goings full 
©f Majefty, and the Jhout of a King which then fliall 
Jbe heard among his People 5 the noife of fuch fad 
t^complaints "and bitter exercifes from the fpirit of 
^ bondage, not fo much among the faints, as in fotmer 
time?. And though we fee no fur e ground from the 
word; to expeft fuch a favourable time, wherein the 
.Church militant fiiall not have trouble and perfec- 
tion from the World : yet there feemeih fo much 
clearly imported in fome of thefe great promifes, ai 
point at a great calm^ and more favourable gale of 
sunvard prsfperity^ which the Church fhall then 
h we, yea, this in fome longer continuance than in 
f irmer ages i a day, wherein the haters of the Lord 
fliallcven be made to feign, fubjiftkn y with much 
of the countenance & concurrence of Magiftrates, 
and the civil authority in behalf of the Church ; yea, 
• a time of much holy fear amongft the people of God, 
and of much terrour and aw upon his enemies, to 
which the great works of the Lord in that time fliall 
then effectually contribute, and caufe them to/^r W 
lord and bis gondnefs in the latter dep. 

IV* * here 



li; IV. There is a fpecial prediction of Satan't 
ttndmg up or reftraint, and of fome remarkabla 
Church with JifiiCbriJi, held forth, &v. 
20. z. The full accomplifhment of which we oil 
clearpaund may judge, is noe already come : yet is fo- 
far now verified in the event, as may clearly witned 
its meaning, and let us fee how at this day it is taking 
place I con fefs, thisfeems one of the moftdark and 
abftrufe prophefies, we have in the Scripture ; on 
whjch there hath been many ftratige thought 'and 
gbffes held forth : but to fet down thefe various judg- 
ZTtlT" °? t tru , th ? of God, I humbly think, 
W tend to m ftu-ther darkning of the fame, more 

things to be cohered, which by undeniable con- 
sequence from the Scripture feem mo fh dear and ob- 
E^r^ 11 ^ he ' P t0 the "nderfandSj this, 
u betwixt it and the event at this day. 
MX! ■ ""AV 0 debite ' this Wemn time of the 

Tarth t ^ Z^' ^ f"? be h " e « *• 

ZZl < u ea " n ' And therefo « ™ find imme- 

JfW forth, who fhould occafion a new trU to the 
0 it (el wemuft here underftand (comparing one 

fct'ti this raifing of ,he Sai * K M »- 

nd i dch 1 ? h r ft t0 , Klgn „ with him ' 
S rftL / enrea!th / tis5w - " *uft be 

4 = &7r" /l " uv ' To wh!eh alf0 that i" A? 

W wH, gives light. So that we fee how coiifonan, and 
^5 agreablc 
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agreeable the Scripture is with it felf. (3.) Is not th« 
meaning of the Spirit in this prophefy clear, that the 
grcateff enlargement oftheChurcb, yea, & of the long- 
■eft duration and continuance, that it fliould have un- 
der the New Tcftament unto the fecond coming of 
Chrift, is held forth in the reign $ftht faints ? So that 
it manifeftly points at a more folemn time, a more 
fwect refrefliing interval, which fhall be remarkable 
both in mcafure and duration beyond all {he formerly 
bad : and fhews, that there is no fuch happy time 
elfe to go over the Church's head, till fhe be trium- 
phant in heaven, Therefore it is called, by way of 
eminence, the Church's reign, confidered compara- 
tive with any other fuch change. (4 J Is it not very 
clear, that this fo remarkable time cannot be judged 
previous to Antkhrtfi't coming, nor under his ad- 
vance and growth ? Since, firft, this points etfprefly 
at thofe who were beheaded for tht wiinefs if 
Chrift, and had not worjbiped the beafl and bis t- 
magi, nor received his mark, who fliould thus be 
raifed to reign with Chrin\-(2.) We find that it 
doth very immediately preceed that la ft ejfavit the 
-Church (hall have, upon Satan* s hoftng, to gather the 
! rations to that great battel ; and fo muft concern 
thefe k/i times, when the Lord is poui ing out hj$ 
vials upon the throne and Kingdom of the tea ft. 
It is ftrange, when ihc Scripture is fo plain, that 
fome choice and excellent men, writing on this pro- 
pfiefy, will have it contemporary with the Church's 
condition before Antichrift's appearance : for it is fore 
jf by th$ beaft and his image and mark, Antichrift muft 
beunderflood, and if there be but one great ail au It 
mentioned afar this, which the Church militant than 
have before the clofe of time, ihis prophefie muit 
now be fulfilling, and with no other lime before ih;s 
could quadrate, according to theScripture.-fsO l J> lt 
not clear, that this great tefhaint of Sam h no ton 
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yhfitutt binding, that will put the Church wholly 
beyond trouble and reach of his aflaults ? No, this be- 
longs to heave n , and is there only to be expec- 
ted. But the Scripture very evidently ihew's, thtV 
ftall be fuch a binding up e/Saian> that he fliould 
not deceive the nations, nor have that wonted power 
to darken the face of iheChurch by any great or uni- 
verfal apoftacy, during this time. And 1 am fure, it is 
undeniable, that llnce the Church's railing from un- 
der Antichrift, Satan hath been thus reftrained : & by 
all his violent aiTaults,he hath not reached xht full with- 
drawing of any one nation, which was brought under 
the yoke of the Gofpel j whatever may be faid of poor 
Bohemia, by a violent courfe of pcrfecmion fo born 
down, that this once famous Chinch istew Matter- 
ed in other places where there are yet Considerable 
numbers, yea, it is not altogether without hope,, 
that the great avenger of blood will yet vjfit her cruel 
ufageon that bloody Auflrian family, and return yet 
her captivity again,when it feems now furtheft offend 
hopelefs 4 -(6.)Muft we not fee,that this great fundi in- 
as it takes \n Antichrift^ fali,bath aYpecial refpefl alfo to 
returned converfion ? Which, according to 
the Scripture,, is one of the moft folemn and flourifli- 
mg times that the Chriftian Church fhall have, and 
ther e f ore ft ail be to the gentiles as life frcm the deed. 
Now, do but ferioufly judge what the Church's con- 
WL\on batb been through all the times of the New 
i ettament, firft under Heathens, and after under ibr 
tyranny of Antichrift, and now how far providence 
docs unfold the meaning of this prophecy in the event, 
»nce the wflf/yfa began to decline j and I humbly 
judge, it may be cafy to fee, that at this day it if 
dearly taking place, thou ah this folemn reign be 
not yet advanced to its greateft pitch, but will have 
a more remarkable period ere this prophecy be full* 
made out, I flail but add, M rejm^hn ment£ 
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oned in the prophecy,muft be in a fpiriiual fenfe un- 
derftood, and can be no bodily railing of the Saints; 
^fince it is fo exprefiy there called thefrfi refurreftien f 
to difference it from the fecond, and is held forth in 
an oppcfition to the firft death, [\ ) 

VI. We have z prophecy held forth, fov, 16, 
12* which compared with Rev. g. 13. feemetli 
clearly to point at the fall and diftrufim sf the Tur- 
kifti Empire, who have been thefe many ages fo great 
a fcourge to the Chriftian World. For it's manifeft, 
that this drying up of the river Euphrates muft relate to 
the very party, which we find in thatyA Chap, raifed 
up from about that river, where the Turk hathfo con* 
fidcrabte a part of his dominions. It is true, the e- 
vent will more clearly make this known : Yet theft 
Things are undeniable, — 

l« That fuch a Party was foretold hyjobn^ in that 
9th Ch. and a folcmn warning given to theChurch,of 
lb dreadful a ftorm j the time alfo there pointed forth, 
when Antkhrifi fhould be at a great height ; yea, 
the portraiclurt of fuch an adverfary moft evidently 
held forth, fuch as indeed they were found to be, a 
terrible, cruel defraying party, and therefore are faid 
to have hreaft plates of fire \ their number alfo there 
held out to be a very great multitude, which thofe 
kuge armies ufually brought by the Turk to the field) 
can witnefs. 

2.The cauft why f he Lord fhould raifeup fo dread- 
ful an enemy, and thus let them loclfe, is alfo exprefly 
declared in that 9th Chap/ 20th vcr. that it was in 
judgment, and fur a plague on men, for Antkhrtfttan 
Jilatry, which then had fo much oveifpread the 
earth : and it was no wonder, when fo much of 
the vifible Church was turned almoft brutifh in their 
Religion, and from the pure worftiip lof- God vas 
earned after idols of gold and Giver, the work ot 

™ jnenY 
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men's hands, that fo brutifh and barbarous an ad- 
verfary fhould be let out for a fcourge. I truly think! 
that as Antkhriff, and the abominations of that par- 
ty, hath been hitherto the let of fuccefs againftthe 
Turk ; fo we are not to expefl the proffering of any 
fuch defign, and his fall and ruin, until the caufe be 
removed, for which the Lord did make ufe of this 
dreadful rod. 

3, That fuch a party was raifed up, according to 
the prophecy, yea, at the appointed time thereof, 
is very clear, who like a mighty deluge did overthrow 
a great part of the earth, and with ftrange prodigi- 
ous fucceft did over-run much of Afsa, fome parts of 
Africa, and brake in on Europe, to give work to 
thofe kings and great men, and be a fcourge to them, 
who had given their power to uphold the throne of the 
Beaft* 

4, There is alfo clear ground from the Scripture, 
that the Lard {ball as eminently appear in the fall 
and deftruftion of this adverfary, as in the raifmg of 
them up ; and that by their fall, he is to make way 
for the accomplifbing of his promife, about the 
Church's further increafe, his ancient people, where- 
to this prophecy feems to have a particular refpefl. 
This we are to look for, as one of the great works- 
of the Lord, that is referved for the hitter days, which 
lhall no lefs (hew forth his power and glory, even 
the drying up of that great Euphrates, than in the 
day that he divided the fea, and maue Jordan a dry 
channel for his people to go through. We are not to- 
be further pofitive about means and inflruments, how 
fuch a thing fhall be brought about; it is enough, 
What the Lord harh fpoken ; and the woid that it 
"gone cut of his mouth, fhall not return tfpiy. 

VII, Now to clofe this, there is Net one great 
ojMtt, which we find the Church, fhall haje hfon 

th$ 
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the end, and then her warfare will be near finijhed : 
about which theScripture is clear,that&?fff/j for a little 
time muft be let Uofe^ and that foJcmn and perfefi 
victory, which the Church in the clofe of time will 
get over all her adverfaries, (hall be ufhered in with a 
very {harp trial, U once again this ungodly World will 
file w its rage, rally its broken fcattered forces, in 
a general mufter (Rev. 20, 8.0 with as much fury 
as ever : and then wall the Lord eminently appear, 
that by one full ftroke he may for ever decide that 
long continued war and feud betwixt the Church 
and her enemies, A deliverance, which as it will be 
the laft, fo one of the great eft that ever the 
> Church had ; the Lord thus finifhmg hit 
work of providence, by fo ftately and magnifi* 
cent a clofe ? And truly, after this,we know no more 
of Canonick Scripture to be fulfilled, but the com- 
ing of the Lord, when the poor, toft, afflified 
Church ftall enter into a triumphant eflate, above all 
i the violence & oppreffion of men. O bleffed,& long 
looked for day of Cbrift's return to judgment, when 
the duji of the Saints, that for fome thoufand years paft 
have been re/ling in i^ftiall awake ; and this earth 
and all the glory thereof, like a poor v am toe v* » d ap- 
pear ! O bleffed and comfortable time, in which the 
faints fhall then fully know what Heaven is, which 
they have fo oft admired at a distance ! (hall heboid hit 
face, in tvfofe prefence is fulntfs of joy ! and fhall need 
no further confirmations of the truth of the word, 
when once this great promife of the Lord's return 
is verified, a promife i wherein all thofe precious 
truths, which concerned theChurch in her journey, ai 
fo many flieams, ftall empty themfelves in this 
great deep**! Then there is no more to do, the woi* 
oftbcGofpelisfimflied, the redeemed all brought 
in, and the Bride made ready to go forth and meet 
him, who Audi fully fttiifjr and cornet m 
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People, according to the days of their former 
affiiaion* and be for ever thsir exceeding great r#- 
tuard* 

" THE FIFTH A R G UMENT. 

THat which not only is for the moft part already ac- 
complished, hut is a thing whereof we have Jo fur § 
confirmations, yea, jo great a pledge tn our hand from 
the Lord, that what yet remainethjhall he certainly ful- 
filled, mufi it not he an undoubted truth ? But the 
Scripture, as to thofe fpecial predictions that are not 
yet made out,is fuch, concerning which the Lord hath 
given his People a very large pledge and ftrong «i- 
firmations, now in thefe /tf/fYr iimes ? to believe their 
certain accomplishment. Therefore, csV. 

It is furc, that a part of the Scripture, fome fpecial 
prophecies, which do concern the fiate of the Church 
in thefe lad times, hath not yet had an accomplifli- 
ment ; which are already touched in the former ar- 
gument, and are indeed fo great concerning truths, 
vthat may caufe us to fit down, and wonder, when we 
think thefe fhall jhortly come to pafs f Yet fucb, 
whereof wemay be fully perfwaded, if we coniidcr, 
that they are held forth and prornifed by him whei* 
is the God of truth, and the begun performance 
hereof now fo manifelr, yea, what hath been the* 
Lord's way, and the eminent providences of thefe 
laft times,which may fully fatisfy our fpirits,that God's 
work is near to a clofe, and the accomplifliing oi 
the whole Scripture now at hand, 

I {hall here point at fume fpecial grounds, whence 
the godly in thefe times may be throughly confirmed 
about the truth and certain fulfilling of the Scrip- 
ture, and thofe prophefus thereof, thai yet are not 
fulfilled: which we fnouid look, on as- a very con- 
vincing pledge in our hand of the fame. 
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(?) I. Is not the being of the worldly ta, the heav/rn 
and the earth which we fee> with the continued cour fe 
of nature, given from the Lord, and held forth, to his 
people, as a witnefs to bis truth, and a fure pledge- 
to confirm their faith of its accomplifhmcnt ? 
That when we look upon the heavens or the earth, we 
may there read a vifible feat of the certain perform- 
ance of the whole Scripture of God, which for 
that very end are fee before our eyes. We have this 
clear, Jer, 33. 20. that the Covenant with the day 
and the night is there given to the Church to confirm 
that Covenant betwixt the Lord & his people. This 
alfo is held forrh^r. 31. 35. Thus faith the Lord, who 
giveth the fun for a light by day, and the moon & ftart 
by night y if tbtfe ordinances Jhatl depart, then may the 
feed of Ifrael ceafe and fail from being a nation. It is alfo 
clear, Pf 89. 2. That the faithfutnefs of God is ejia- 
blijhed in tht very heavens \ and thefe given as a Jpecial 
convincing pledge, to confirm the faith of his people 
in the matter of his truth, and of the performance of 
his word : lor which, we will find in ver.yjth of that 
Pfalm the fun and moon given to the Church as a 
tvitnefs. Is not the rainbow alfo, Gen, 9. (though 
not natural, but an inftituted fign, becaufe there 
is no correfpondence bctwix: the fign, & the thing 
fignifiedj given as a vifible fign of the Covenant of 
God, to feal unto men the aflurance of his word and 
prornifel 

I mull think it ftrange, that we do not confider this 
world, and look on the frame theieof with more af- 
tonifhment, yea, that it is not a greater and more 
marvellous thing in our eyes, if we would but think 
ferioufiy, ff hence it is, and how ir came to have a 
being! Let us fuppofe one were brought forth into 
the light, from a dark place where he had never feeri 
it before, and there Jet his eyes wander a little upon the 
heavens and the earth, 0 what a doling & amazing 
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fight would that be ! But it muft be faid, we look or* 
thefe every day, yet know not how to lead or 
underftand what is written thereon : Oh this great 
univerfe is for the moft part as a fealed booh 

But for clearing of this truth, there are two thing* 
we fhould gravely conftder. (i,) Something which 
muft be prevloufly known and believed, that thofe 
vifible heavens and earth are the very work and pro- 
dud of this God, whofe word and promife we 
have in the Scripture, and have their being and origi- 
nal from him ; for otherwife there could be norca- 
foningfrom thefe,about the truth of his word, (2.) Wc 
fhould alfo confider, what a convincing fledge is 
here, for confirming our faith of the Scripture, and 
of the fure performance of all that is yet remaining 
thereof to be accomplifhed. 

As to the firft, it might feem unneceflary fo much 
as once to mention it, finceit is fo little queftioned> 
or under debate ; but oh / it is too clear, that many 
truths are eafily admitted, which are not really be- 
lieved. I know the world would find it hard to fhifc 
ft manifeft a demonstration, that this univerfe is the 
woik and product of the great God t when there is 
in it fo bright a difcovery of infinite power and u?//- 
dom. Truly it is ftrange, how men could admit iti 
being, who have denied its beginning, which not 
only by Faith we underftand, but is moft evident from 
fohd grounds of reafon : And though men are un- 
done with implicit faith and a common aflent to 
the greateft fundamental truths, without any folid 
perfwalion thereof, yet the greateft Atheifts cannot 
keep off the difcovery of this, but by keeping at a 
diftance from it. Which truly ArifmU and others 
of thq/e ancients did not fo much deny the fame, 
but not knowing the Scripture they could not know 
how it fliould be. Thence Epicurus and others of his 
followers finding that they could not ftlve the Ph&no- 
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mena of nature, and fliun unanfwerable abfurditEes, if \ 
they admitted an eternity of the world, did falJ on I 
fuch an irrational fancy, to avoid this, of the for- 
tuitaus concaurfe of atoms ; yea, fome held an eter- | 
nal praeexiftcnce of the firft matter : which pitiful no- 
tions may (hew what fad cafe men are in, who grope 
after the truth by the twilight of nature,and are man- i 
gers to the Scripture. But 1 leave thisj and fhall only I 
touch a little fome moft clear and fatisfying evidences 1 
of this truth, that the beginning and original of the 3 
world is not more clear from the Scripture, then it 
is alfo demonftrable from folid convincing grounds of ' 
feafon. And truly a clear difcovery of this hath a 

I further reach, than may be apprehended, to give I 
the Atheifm of men a deadly ftroke, and fhake all its J 
grounds. Now let thefe few things be ferioufly con* I 
fidered, (i.)If~ you confefs there is a Deity, that Gd 
bhffed for ever is, mutt you not necefiarily admit i 
treat ion and beginning i fince eternity is a thing, that I 
is only communicable to the firft caufe : and you can- 
not conceive that the earth could produce it felf j fot 
to exift,& not toexift at the fame lime, is a contradic- 
tion. And I am fure, they muft fhut their eyes, whd 
do not every where difcern fome witnefs of the glo- 
i ious being of God, (2.) You cannot deny, that there , [ 
is inch a thing as time ; fince there is no judging 1 1 
days & years h ages to be in finite, or how one thing 
in a continued order (hould go before another, without 

1 corning to fome firft&beginning«--(3.) Does not thi* 
gradual advance of human knowledge in the earth 

* find that further difcovery which arts and fciences have 
made, by a continued improvement of the fame, wlt- 
very clearly a beginning and original of die 
world ? For ye could not conceive a perpetual fui« > 
ttffun of B&nkihdi with a confiant etfay af- 
ter further knmhdgt* with fuch a continued pro* A 
freji in txp§rumi 9 as an ttnnity (fuppofed before 
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this) would produce, and yet the moft concerning 
arts and fciences^ yea, the choiceft experiments and 
inventions we have in the world, to be of Co late a rife 
and date ; fuch as the ufc of printing, and of the Ma- 
riners compafs by the loid-ftone, the ufe of guns, 
the improvement of minerals in Medicine 3 yea, the 
• Very motion and convoy of the blood in man's body \ 

: which are but of late difcovery. (4.) May not fojbsrt 
0 hiflory which to this day we have of the world,- 
witnefs its late Original, and that it is of no eternal 

1 duration f fince the ancienteff records of time, or of 
things paft, do not exceed fome thoufands of' year?. 
And could this be pofTibly conceived, that infinite a- 
ges prccceding (if fuch had been) fhould give no 
account nor leave a remembrance to pofterity, when 
thefe late ages holds fo much forth ? Yea, how could 

, it be, that it is but of late one part of the world is 
known y and difcovered to another part thereof f (5,) It 
is very manifeft, from the known records we have of 
paft times, what hath been the rife and increafe 

j of nations ; yea, how a great part of men have from 
a rude and favage efhte been brought into Society, 
and under Jaws and government ; which fibews, this 
world rnuft be of a Jbort duration ; which none could 
conceive, by admitting fuch a fuppofai of it's sternal 
being. -~{6) It is fure, man is hrn and dies^ and in 
that ordinary way of generation mankind is ftill 
propagated : and is not here the w&rld's beginning very 
obvious ? For you cannor judge, that nftn Ihould be- 
get other eternity, without going back at laft to foraa 

firft man, who could not beget himfelf.-f;) If eter~ 
mty bt preferable to time, can you judge the excel' 
lenteft things of the earth, fuch z%man y and next un;o 
him the beafts, arc perijhing y and only thefe things 
which are inanimatt^nd the mafs of the earth whereon 
they tread,are of a perpetual duration 8 J It is mani- 
feftj what an imrsaft a few men (not to fpeaJc of other 
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living creatures) may in an ordinary way have, to 
people a vaft country, even in fome ages. Now is it 
not thus clear, the world can be of no eternal dura- 
tion ? For, ifyoufliould this way turn back on an 
infinite number of ages, and fuppofe that every age 
ftiould but add and multiply to the race of roan two 
or three, it would come at laft to this, the earth 
could not bear them : fince we muft thus fuppofe 
fome infinite increafe, from an infinite continuance of 
the world, which no wars or confuming ftrokes 
could in fuch a meafure dirnini{h."-(o,,)Can you con- 
ceive that fliould be eternal, which is wholly made 
up of corruptible and perifhtng things ? fince the things 
of the world have all their fct times and feafons, 
wherein they appear, and are quickly gone. In a 
word, muft not men deny a difelutionof this world, 
or an after -judgment and life to come, yea, the whole 
truth of religion, if this great truth be not received 
and believed ? 

But having prernifed lome few evidence?, that may 
witnefs the original of the world, yea that this mar- 
vellous frame, with the whole continued courfe of na- 
ture, is the product of a divine power and wifdom : 
I flull here in the fecond place, point at fome few 
things, which may fhew how great a pledge this is 9 
and what a quieting ground it mould be to the faith 
of the godly, that the Scripture is certainly true t 
and muft have an accomplifhment ; fince from the 
very being and beginning of the world, we may clear- 
ly reafon to thofe things which by undeniable cottfe- 
qmnce follow. 

(1.) That the world now is, is a fure and confir- 
ming witnefs to its lad clofe, and of the accomplifh- 
ment of that promife of its dijfilution in the end of 
time. We know, it is not long fince there was no earth, 
no fun, moon or fUrs. Now, upon no lefs fecurity 
than that word, by which it was formed, we mult 
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believe it fhalt ere long ceafeto be what now it is j 
and thus when we look upon the world, and fee 
fuch a thing before us, ought we not to read that 
promife of its after- diflblution, clearly written thereon 
before our eyes?— (2.) It is a very clear confequence, 
that this God, can bring his word unto performance, 
and his power therein cannot fail or fall fhort i yea, 
that hiscounfel and purpofe bath no dependence on 
tetans or initruments, who did once bring this world 
out of nothing, and faid, Let there be heaven and an 
earth, when there was none. O when we open the bi- 
ble, and read the great promifes thereof, fhould we 
not have that impreffion on our fouls, Thefe are the 
true and faithful fay ings of God, and his word, with 
whom the doing thereof is as eafie as to fay it , who 
Without the concurrence of inftrurnents, or' any co- 
workers, could bring this great creation forth ! We 
truly fo far miftake the meaning of the heavens, anti 
thefe great celeftial bodies, with the marvellous or* 
derthatis there, when we cannot read the truth and 
faithfulnefsof God jn all his promifes writ thereup- 
on : for they are held forth to men as a confirming 
pledge of the fame ; and this were indeed an excel- 
Jem ftudy and improvement of Aftrology.— (3J Since 
it is fure and undeniable, that this earth doth hang in 
the empty place, though' men fee not whereon it 
Jeans and refts, O what a ftrange thing is,it ! Could 
the air bear up fo vaft and ponderous a body ! But 
herein is a marvellous divine power can v Inanely 
Witncfled, which hath (oeftablijhd it, that it cannot 
« mwed. Now, is not this his very word, that bears 
up fuch a weight ? And thence,with as clear ground, 
^ve may reafon for adventuring of the Church 
with its weight, and every Chriflian's burden, what- 
ever Jt may be, on the promife of this God, on whofe 
Vord the great bulk of the earth doth this day kan. 
i muft fay, no mathematical demonftration does 

follow 
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follow by a clearer evidence, than this confequence 
from fuch prcinifles isundenyable.— (4J We fee the 
Lord keeps covenant with the day and the night, 
yea, funnier and winter do not fail before him, 
according to his prom ife : and are not thefe a vifible 
witnefs for God that his truth and Covenant with 
bis Church fhall not fail ? For it is fure, the con- 
tinued courfe of nature hath fuch an audible voice, if 
we could but liften thereto.™ (5.) Does not the Lord 
clearly witnefs by fuch a ftrange contrariety that is.a- 
mongft the elements, and thofe different qualities, 
whereof he ftrves himfelf, in this great frame and 
compofu re of the world, that this promife (hall not 
fail, but it is eafie for him to yerify the fame, in mak- 
ing all things work together, were they never fo 
crofs and disagreeing among themfelves, for an ac- 
complifhment of his defign r— (6.) When wc fee the 
rage and violence of the great Ocean bounded by a 
bank of /and-, for which there could be no true rea- 
fon given, how fuch an impetuous and furious mo- 
tion could be reftrain'd, and the fand be a bridle to 
the fea, if it were not to make out the faitbfulnefs of ^ 
Cod, who by a perpetual decree hath thus bounded 
it 5 O is there not thence a vifible confirmation of his 
truth ! that h* can alfo reftrain the rage of man y and 
turn it unto his praife,il\A for attaining this end, ferve 
himfelf of molt improbable means. It was a notable 
faying of a grave Minifter of Chrift, when he was 
upon the fea in a ftorm, O (hall I fear (fays he) the 
face of a tyrant, that ferve him who can reflrain and 
tame the ra*c of this fwelling fea !-(;) If we confi- 
<fcf the earth and its original, and look aright on that 
fo oft repeated difcovery we have of the feed-time and 
barvefi, & of the earth bringing forth fuch innumera- 
ble kinds of vegetables in the fprir.g, *' tcr * dead 
winter, as out cf their graves, may we not thence 
have a very clear confirming foal of that great truth 
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of the refurreclicn, and of the raifing of the duft of 
men's bodies, that is buried under the earth f I fhall 
but fay, does not God thus give a continued wonder, 
and fet the fame before our eyes in the continued 
courfe of nature, to affurc us of his truth and pro- 
mife, that it (hall not fail, though there were no ap- 
pearance how in an ordinary way it could be accom- 
pliflied ? («) 

II. Ground, whence we may be thus confirmed in 
our faith is this ; that not only the moft part of the 
Scripture is already proved and verified in the event, 
but alfo Thofe truths, which of the whole Scripture are 
ffio/J firange and marvellous \yea, would have much ftag-. 
gered our faith, if they were yet fill in a promife, are this 
day certainly accomplijhed. I mall but onlv inftance 
in the coming of the Meffias, which the Prophets of old 
foretold ; ihwGod fhould be manifeft in the fejh, 
and a virgin bring forth a fon, whofe name mould be 
Emmanuel, that was to dye and be cut off of out cf 
the land of the living, not for bimfelf, but for the 
tranfgrejfion of his People : is not this now furely ac- 
complilhed ? Which, we may fay,is the greatcft won- 
der, the moft aftonifhing thing that ever was or 
flull be ; and fhould fully iilencc our thoughts about 
any other Scripture- truth, that is yet to be made out. 
for weknow,that the great bufinefs of ledemption is 
puttoaclofe; the ranfome and price thereof fully 
told down ; now is the dodrineof the Gofpel fcaled 
fndaucfted by blood, even the blood of the Teftator:. 
K is now fure, the promifed Mejfus hath come, and 
rlt ^ in thc ^i 1 * 0 * Pilate Offered at Jcru- 
fij***% in whom all thin«s which were written by. 
the Prophets, where truly accomplifhed. And is not. 
thiiagrcat pLdgc, to allure us of the real making out 
of every other promife ? It is fure, he did d)e, his, 
otelTcd fide was pierced with a fpear, and upon the 
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crofs he cried with 2 loud voice, and gave up tile 
ghoft. O herelieth the greateft caufe of wonder ; not 
what doth yet remain of the Scripture, but that which 
is already fulfilled ; not that Chrift mould come again 
to judge the World, but that once he did come to the 
World, and become man ! For God to be found in 
the form of a fervant, and die, this is beyond expreffi- 
on wonderful : for the other muft neceflarily as a con- 
fequent follow, that he who hath redeemed the 
Church, and did pay her ranfom, mould fee the travel 
$f bis foul) and be fatisfied : that, having made fuch 
a purchafe, he fhould alfo have poiTeiIion,and finiOi the 
building, the foundation whereof was his own blood. 
I confefs, what we do yet expeft according to the pro- 
mife, are great and aftonifliing truths, the full 
overthrow of Antichrift and his Kingdom, that 
the dead bones of the Jewijb Church fhould again 
live, but fpecially Chri/)*s return to judgment, who 
ihall be revealed from heaven with flaming fire, the 
found of the trumpet, and voice of the Archangel : 
yet, how great foever they are, and may feem hard 
for us to believe, O how fmall comparatively are they 
with that which is already done and accomplilhcd, the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, a myftery hid from a- 
pes, wherein the Angel's with wonder do look ! 
Which, we may fay, is unfpeakably more great than 
to create this World, and turn it again to nothing. It 
may be truly ftrange, whilft we read thefe pro- 
pUcies about Chrift and his Kingdom, in fo plain 
an hiftory, and profefs that we believe he did die 
and rife again, we fhould have fuch hefitation about 
the performance of any other Scripture prcmife. » 
it not at this day much more eaf;,to believe theScripture 
and fulfilling thereof, than it was of old for the ft*)' 
ijh Church before ChrifVs corning ? ( And now 
may we not with as much afiurance wait for the fe- 
cond coming of the Lord, and a full perfecting of his 

word, 
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, even from that which is already verified there* 
of, as we are fure of the return of the fun after it is 
gone down, and of the breaking of the day when once s 
the night is pad ! 

IN. Ground, whence the godly in thefe times 
Ihould be confirmed about the full performance of 
that which is yet remaining of the Scripture, that it 
is fure, yea, now near at hand, is this, That Jefus 
Chrift is come to ad ion again/} the Enemies of his Church 
and hath taken the fields ; that furely he is now gone 
forth in the greatnefs of bis Jlrength, conquering, and t9 
conquer. 

This is a grave truth, which might give us very 
fweet refrefhing thoughts in fo making a time, that 
*whiift we have feen the Lord's appearing by a great 
and outltretched hand for his people, have feen thofc 
terrible ftirs and concuiTions of the nations, have 'ftcn 
him fir ike through Kings in the day of his wrath % 
and fill the places with the dead bodies of his 
adverfaries, we may alfo on clear Scripture- grounds 
conclude, that the Lord is now awaked as a mighty 
man, and upon the fields ; yea, that the war is furely 
begun againft Antichrijl, and all the adverfanes of 
his Church, which (hall not ceafe until the full vic- 
tory be obtained. For indeed thofe providences which 
in thefe Jaft times fhould be very affrightning and 
terrible, when we go into the word, we fhafl find 
they have a comfortable afped on the Church, and 
do prefage her greater enlargement ; as the ten- 
der buds and leaves of the fig-tree are put forth 
jo thew the fummer's approach. Luke 21. 28. 
If is true, the Church is now low, and the work of 
Vjod meets with very fad interruptions, which are 
netful, both for trial, and rebuke : But this alfo is 
fore, which none can deny, that the Lord hath emi- 
■Kflujr appeared, and done great things for his Church 5 
R yea, 
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yea, we muft fay* he hath by a confluence of very 
remarkable providences thus condefcended to 
ffrengthen his people's hand^ to confirm fucb who 
are ready to ff agger, even as it were by crutches, 
about the greainefs of thefe things which are yet pro- 
mi fed. 

Now to clear this truth a little, we would con- 
fidcr, ( 1. ) How it is very confonant to the Scrip- 
ture, and exprefly held forth in the fame, that 
in the hfl times, and turn of the Church's cafe from 
Antkhrifl, the Lord will thus appear,, in his great 
ftrengtb, and fit up his flandard againft his adverfa- 
ries ; yea, will then in a fpecial way call forth his 
peop!e,to glorify bim by an aftive teftimony. (2)That 
the Lard hath thus begun to appear , according to his 
word, is a truth, that is alfo undeniable j and ihould 
much help to confirm our faith,abbut the performance 
of that which further remains of the Scripture. 

(i.) That the Lord will thus appear In the lajl times, 
this is manifeft from the word. To clear which 
obferve, i. Though the Church militant muft 
not want an adversary, and fome perfection from 
the World, even in her beft eftate : Yet we have a 
fafe warrant to expefl that the Lord will glorify him- 
Jelf in a peculiar way in his people now in thefe latter 
days > by their doing and ailing for the truth, as in for- 
mer ages his glory did moll appear, during Anti- 
chrift's Reign, in his Church's fuffering 5 for then 
the faith and patience of his Saints was to be witnef- 
fed in its feafon, Rtv, 13. 10. And thus he would 
ferve himfelf oi his people, and bring forth his glo- 
ry, until that tiflie of retribution, when thofe who 
had killed with the [word, jhuld be killed by the 
fword, and thofe who led unto captivity, be Jo dealt 
with : which doth alfo clearly promife fome fpecjal 
cut- pouring of the Spirit, for acling with thefe gifts of 
course and resolution, futable to the fervjee of the 
1^ Church 
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Church in the latter days. And truly I think it is a 
great defect, we ftudy not more the accomplifting of 
the promifes, and how to improve the fame, for gifts, 
as well as grace, in order to the feveral times and nc* 
cefilties of the Church, 

2, It is very clear from the Scripture, that in the 
lajl days, when Chrift is to raife his Church from 
under the power and tyranny of Antichrift, he {ball 

1 then appear in a warlike pofure. Which jfobn had 
ftiewed to him, Rev. 19, 13, 14. as one at 
the head of his forces, with his veflurt dipped in 
blood, to fhew when once the war is begun againft 
his adverfary, and this Lion of the tribe of Judah 
begins to rouze himfelf up, what a terrible appearance 
he will have in that undertaking. And it is clear, 
that the Lord hath declared in this hi* counfel and 
will, that his Son Chrijl fljould in the latter times 
take unto himfelf his great power, and reign (Rev, 
ii» 17.) yea, caufe the World to know him to be 
Head of principalities and powers, as well as of the 
Church . For his glory in this truth as a King, which 
former ages feemed in fo great a meafure to darken, 
muft then clearly ftiine forth. I truly think, men'a 
appearing with fuch violence and rage againft fa 
concerning a truth now in thefe days> doth pro- 
mife fome eminent appearance of the Lord therein, 
and that he Ihali yet more folernnly after t the \ fame 
before the World, 

3. Doth not the Scripture point at the lafl times, 
as that fpecial time of recompence for the csntrt* 
verfy Q f Sion ? to which the Lord hath referved afo- 
lemn triumph of his juftice, over all his Church's 
enemies ; when he fhall inquire for the blood of his 
Saints, ihed upon the earth fince the days of Abel, 
at Babylon** hand ( Rev. 18. 24, ) thai great 
adverfary, who ftands in law guilty, and hath ferved 
herfelf heir to all the violence and cruelty done in 

R 2 former 
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former ages. For in her hand muft that cup be found 
full s which the enemies of the Chinch from the be- 
ginning have been filling up, and as fa many riveis 
and fountains hath run into this great Tea, 

4, It is alfo clear, that in the lafl /rWr, when the 
Lord mall bind up tht breach of his ptople* and heal 
tht fir ohe of their wound y who for fo Jong a time 
had <aeen trampled under by Antichri(} y he (hall by 
fome iignal providences roll away this reproach and 
fcandal of meannefs contempt^ and .perfection : fhall 
put fome glory on his Church, proportionable to 
its former abaf&ment ; yea, thus comfort her^ ac- 
cording to the days wherein he had affiiihd htr y and 
caufe his people's uprifing, in mtafure and kind, to 
anfwer their low and fuftering flate from Anti- 
drift ', even in the laft time when the Lord fhall 
make them appear with the fact of a Lion, when tht 
fetblt {hall be as David, and as the Angel of the 
Ltrd, Zack 12, 8. Which promife doth clearly 
point at the Church's raifmg, and delivery from An- 
tichrift j upon the back whereof we find the Prophet 
doth foretell the faft converfion,& incoming of IfraeU 
5. I ih*ll only add what the Scripture doth moft 
exprefly fliew, that the Lord fliall fo glorioufly ap- 
pear in bringing his Church cut of Babylon, and 
£xecuting lis judgment on that adverfary, as in the 
d\y tfhen he brought his people out of Eg\pt, and 
trtpreflre fliall they fing the fang of Mofes and tht 

lafoj>) 15* 3- i riat p $ W' r * aruI ? u * 

/ireifhea hand being no lefs difcernable therein* 
than\ir)*hey had been ftanding with Ifrad at the red 
Sea, r wji'Sn J they faw their enemies lying dead uroa 
the iboYeV Yea, have we not ground to believe, that 
the Lord fliall make himfelf very evidently known in 
raifing in/huments^ and a&ing them forth?. Which 
hath been already feen ; and I am fure, the World 
*iuft confefc what great things have been done by thole 
»/ whom little was expeflcd, i 
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(2.) That the Lord hath thus begun to appear, and 
make bimfdf known to the World in thefe la/} ages, 
according to his word, is a thing very eafy to dernoa- 
firate. For, 

1. Is it not clear, how in thefe laft times he hath 
met his enemies upon their high places, and in thi 
greateft ftrength ? that by a lirong hand he did ma 
room for his truth, when both Law and force did 
Withftand the fame, and put the maiks of his wrath 
on fuch who would oppofe the Spreading of his King- 
dom, fo that they have been as vifible, as fomctimt* 
their rage and violence a^ainft the Church was. 
Yea, fince the Lord begun to lift up a (landarditst 
the truth, and call forth his People to adt, hath it not 
been feen they have left their ground more bv im- 
dlrhand-treaties, and turning afide to carnal politick 
ihtrts, than by open force and violence ? Which the 
\FrenikMi/fJhcre, with other fad in fiances am wit- 
nefs/for indeed the Church hath itill loft 
greateft oppoiition, * 

2. Have we not feen b 
and alterations of the earth, 

1 mathn of the Church from Antic 
been ulhered in ? Which have been 
frequent, than in many ages befoie. 
Lord caufed the Nations xo jhake^ and th 
pke a drunken man ; to fhew men th 
fjfered long in former times of the 
Yentce, fie will not fo now bear wit 
truth ! 4 

3. Have we not alfo feen the Lord 
fit for aclion, in thefe latl times „ 
heroici fpirit, with fome more than 
tm of the fame to appear for his int_ r 
taay fav, that many former ages could not 
in which the Lord's helping his People t< 
things, his fuiting them with endowments 
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vice and work of the time, hath been molt difcer- t 1 
nable ! Was not that excellent man the Admiral of 
France with many others in that place, eminently 1 
raifed up, for the necefiity of that time ? And do we II 
not find thofe Princes of Orange* William, and 

^Maurice , and Mauritius of Saxony whom the | 

'Lord raifed againft CWfo the V, and caufed him to 
flee over the Alpes ? Yea, what marvellous refoluiion 
and courage did attend the actings of the confederate? 
of the Low Csuntrys f And in latter times do wc J 
not find Guflus King of Swede*, Bernard Duke j 
of Weymar* Lantfgravc of Befit* with many o- I 
thers, eminently raifed toavengethe Lord's quarrel a- 
gainft that bloody houfe of Auftria f Have we not 
alfo feen very great initruments raifed up mBritain^A 
Ireland (who were followed with wonderful fec- 
cefs) to acl for the truth againft Antichriftian Pre- 
lacy \ And truly we mufl fay, the withdrawing in fjch 
a meafure of that fpirit of courage and refolutioiJ, 
which once was fo vifibly let forth in the fi:ii daw- 
ning of the Reformation, may fad ly point at a great \ 
decay o£ zeal, felf-confidence, & unfairhfulnefs as to 

> the improving of opportunities. For the Lird wls 
with hts People w nil ft they were with him, and 

" did fmgljT follow him in his way : but alafc, with 
their departing, it may be faid their flrengih hath de- 
parted from them. However, the quarrel is dear for 
an oppreilcd People's acting, upon fo juft, fo nectffary 
an account as the intereft of Religion, againft the cru- 
elty and violent encroachment? of Ant tchrif^ wherein, 
as v the Lord haih eminently owned his P-opl-.-, to 
( I aaritnot quelijon )hc wilj yet appear, and fi enu rhe 
ad varies of ihis truth, by fuch an argument, againii 
which tfiey mall not debate, 

4. That univerfal deluge of blood, which for the 
100 years paft hath overflowed much of Europe* can 
be a witnefs to this> lhat the Lord hath taken p^act 
' '1 **; f nai 
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from men, who would not embrace the peace of the 
Gofpel offered in thefe laft tiroes, and given his ene- 
mies who had (hed the blood of the faints, blood tt 
drink, in great meafure. 1 am Aire, poor Germany can 
prove this, which for 20 years together was a field 
of dead men ; and France from the davsof Benry the 
II. to theeftab! iflimcntof Benry thelV. How Jong 
was the Low Countries made a ftage of war, where 
many 3 cruel Spaniard did fall under the fword of an 
avenging God 5 befides the Late bloody wars in 
Britain* and Ireland, And what dotrr this declare, 
but that Jefus Chrift hath taken the fields, and it will 
not be now with '.he Kings of the earth, to opprefs 
his Church, and withltand the truth as in former 
times ? ; ? A L, 

I (hall but add, how wonderfully hath the Lor J 
appeared in delivering hisChurch at the great eft extr e- 
mity, hath turned his enemies counfels and defigns 
upon themfelve?, brought about the great works of 
thefc la fl times by means fo unexpected and impro- 
bable, that we may fay, what of his judgment is 
already executed againft Antkhtifi* hath been no lefs 
marvellous than that Jerichis walls (houJd fall at the 
fo,undofa trumpet ol ram-horns j or a cake of barley 
bread tumbling into the hoft of M'tdtan fliould finite 
and overthrow the fame ! Surely, when we conliJer 
what the Lord hath done, and how exactly that doth 
aniwer the Scripture, we may have much to confirm 
us about the further accompltfhment of his word ; 
and be adored, that the term of his long fufrVring to- 
wards Babylon is at an end, war is denounced, and 
the execution already begun, which mutt not 'have 
a clofe until judgment be accomplijhed into vie* 

IV*. Ground, which mav confirm the faith of the 
fainui, & be as a pledge i 1 heir hand of the full acenm- 
R 4 pUAing 
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^lifting of the Scripture, yea, that this is near, is this, I 
That the day is now turned, and that prophefied viclory, \ 
which the Church Jhould have ever Antichrift before the 
end, is not only begun, but in a great meafure advanced. I 

This is indeed a great confirmation, when we fee fo 
marvellous a crifis in the Church's cafe, her recovery 
from fo defperate and hopelefs a difeafe already be* 
gun, that it fhall be further perfecled. We are apt to 
wonder at the greatnek of thofe things yet promifed % 
but why fhould we not alfo wonder at that which God I 
bath already done for his Church, in our dajs ? The 
Scripture doth fhew, that AntichrilVs ruin mud begin 
by the word : that this flroke (ball be gradual ; and 
however that great work of God meet with muchof- 
pofition, yet it lhall no more go back in the whole. 
And muft we not fay, in all this the word is fulfilled ; " 
it hath not hitherto failed the Church, but the event 
in every circumftance is made to anfwer to the fame? 

Now to clear this, we woulJ confider thefe two.' 
Fir ft, that the Church's viclory over Antichrift is this 
day fo far advanced. 2. How the Lord's very imme- 
diate hand hath been mod difcernable therein. 

The fir ft I need but name, whilft it is fo marvi- .1 
feft, what the Lord hath wrought for bis Church. I 
For we have feen Kingdoms and Nations fubjedt 
"themfclves to the truth : the kingdom of Antichrift I 
grow dark, with the breaking out of the light, and 
many of his followers made to gna/h their teeth, being 
fcorched with the heat and power of the gofpel ; in 
tow great a meafure is that intereft now fhaken, if . J I 
we confider what the Lord hath wrought, what a 
great reformation hath been in Britain and Ireland, II 
thro* much of France, Germany Sweden, the Lew 
Countries, Poland, Denmark, yea, even in Hungary, 
and Tranfilvania ! Sure this was a great work, which 
Jfeould be marvellous in our eyes, how that Antx* ' 1 

cbrjj/iait 
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thriftian Empire, contrived with fuch wifdom, un- 
derpropt with fo great ftrengtb, whofe commands 
not long fince were received as Oracles, with an awe 
and refpea only due to God, hath in fuch a meafure 
begun to fall before the Power of the word ! O the 
righteous judgment of the Lord, which he hath 
(hewed forth upon that adverfary, and mould be a 
pledge to us of the further manifeftation thereof ; an 
adverfary, we may fay, thegreateft that ever theChurch 
had : whofe little finger hath been heavier than the 
loins of all who went before, if we confider his cruelty 
over men's bodies, tyranny over their confeiences, 
With fo long a continuance of that trial ! in refpeft 
of whom it may be faid, Pharaoh was an cafy task- 
matter ; Antiochus and the Roman Emperors mild, 
Who for near 1200 years did carry on a defperate and 
bloody war againlt the Church. 

The fecond which I would at fome more 
length profecute, is this, How the Lord's hand and 
fomething of an extraordinary providence hath been no 
left difcernable in this late raifing of the Church, and 
her begun viclory over Antichrifl, than in the firfl plan- 
ting of<:hrylianity by theApoftles, This is a truth,which 
to many may feem ftrange : but when feriou fly con- 
fidered, if prejudice do not darken men's judgment, 
will appear from fure and folid grounds. Now to de- 
raonftrate this, I would here offer fome very convinc- 
tng Witnesses, which may help to ftrengthen the 
faun of. the Godly, and give Ath«ifm fome dafla. 

FIRST Witnefs to this truth, is that wonderful' 
fitccefs which the Gofpel in thefe laft times hath had : 
wherein men muft fee the great power of God, aod 
efficacy of the Spirit, in fome meafure as manifeft, 
J? in the fiiftrifeof the Chiifiian Church, if we con- 

R i'. 1. From 
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1. From what a /mall fpark> fo great a fire did 
break out,which in a fhort time yulEurope in a flame, 
and made fo great a change therein, even Luther's ap- 
pearing againft Texelius upon the account of his indi- 
gencies. O but God's time of working may be oft 
contrary to our time of expecling ^•J I * , ^ 

2. What a fwift progrefs did the gofpel have ? may 
vre not fay with wonder, Can a nation be bom at once ! 
yet this we have feen, how many Nations and Cities 
in one and the fame age, yea; in lefs than 40 Years, 
were brought into fubjeclion to the truth ; and thole 
inftrumcnt^whom fcarce any durft own at firft, made 
to fee great Princes with armies on the fields for the 
interefts of Chrift. 

3. Have we not feen Religion propagated by mar- 
tyrdom, no lefs than in the primitive times ; and 
men's ciTays to ruin the Church, helping it further to 
grow ? O what but a divine power could thus bring 
gold out of iron and clay, bring a flourifliing Church 
out of their afhes, and turn her poifon to a. prefer va- 
tive ! But alas, it is fad, that whilft men were burned 
for the truth and reading the Scripture, then their 
affc&ion did alfo burn in reading the fame, but ruw 
with our liberty there is fo great a decay. 

4. Muft not the wife and politicians of the World 
confefs, this late increafe of the Church is a thing a- 
fove their reach, moft crofs to all their rules which they 
cannot fee how in an ordinary way it could be bro't 
about. 

5. Were not inflruments moft unlikely for fo great 
a work, if we would judge as men ? That fuch a 
poor handful, as Luther fluinglius , Melatcbton.Bucer, 
&c. mould go forth to confront that power, which 
then made the earth to tremble, might it not fecm as 
i mprobable, as the fending forth of fome filhermcn to 
fubdue the Nations i T 
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' 6. It is known, they were none of the Robbies of 
the time, whofe repute and fame might have purcha- 
fed eafy accefs, to their meflage : nay, they were 
loaded with all the reproach , which their ad verfaries 
could devife, with novelty of doctrine, deceit and 
faJfhood in their dealing, reprefented to the World 
as Monfters. Luther was forced to anfwer himfelf a 
printed relation of his death, how he was carried away 
foul and body by the Devil, 

7. Was not the meffage they carried, moft oppojitt 
to men's carnal inclinations, to thefe principles, they 
had fuckt in from their infancy, to the religion of 
their Fathers ; yea, in a word, had no outward en- 
couragements ! The wholeWorld feemcd to combine 
againft them j Lutber, at his firft appearance excom- 
municated by the Pope, prefcribed by the Empe- 
rour ; and good Melancbton was oft made to faint, 
when he thought on fo great a ftorm of oppofition : 
fo that without the convoy of an extraordinary power, 
nothing could have looked mote improbable, 

SECOND Witnefs that may let the World fee 
a wonderful providence in this late raifing of the 
Church, is this, Thofe /harp ajfaults which the Chunb 
met withy from a party, no lefs cruel and powerful, than 
any advtrfary which tbtChurch had in the primitive times. 
For I am fure, the World muft confefs, that no ordinary 
means had wanted for an effay, to cru(h the gofpel in 
its firft budding forth ; that both counfel and force, 
the authority of Law, backed with greateft rage and 
vi knee in its execution, yea, the Power of the 
Princes of the earth, were put forth to the utmoft, to 
withltand this great work of God in thefe laft ages. 
To clear this, 1 (hall only point at feme remarkable 
aflaults which did attend the dawning of the gofpel, 
that may (hew fomething above nature going along 
With it, " 
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1. We find a Spanijh Empmr> devoted to the IV 
ftfh intereft,& more powerful than any who went be* 
fore, brought in on Germany with the very firft break- 
ing out of the light, which might feema dreadful hin- 
drance to the Gofpel's fpreading. 

2, The rife of the Boores t and Anabaptifi party, 
vhefe being fo grofs, & deftmaive to civil order, to 
the intererh and proprieties of men, did look like 
a fad incident, and a probable means to beget much 
prejudice againfl; the truth, 

3* That fad overthrow of the Duke of Saxony 
and Landgraye of Htffe, who were fuch great patri- 
ots to the Churchy did then threaten the very ruin of 
the Proteflant intcreft in Germany. 

4. The Council of Trent, where the Popijh party 
had all their politicks on foot in a ftrong combina,* 
tion, how to ruin the Church, 

5* The Interim of Germany, a moft fubtile contri- 
vance to divide, and thus break the ftrength of the 
Protcftants* was alfo a fore aiTault, a fnare. to fomey 
find caufe of perfecution to others. 

6. That Spanijh Inquifuicn, efiablithed through 
Spain, July* and the Low Countries,, a horrid 
cruel engine which did reach to pevent the fmalleft 
glandngs of the truth, 

7, The French Majfacre, where not only the Ad- 
miral, but moft of the confiderable Proteftants were 
through all France irj a few days cut off, O would 
not this feem an irrecoverable ftrokc ! together with 
that. CathoHck league, which, did quickly follow 
upon the back thereof, a very ftrong formidable 
combination to root out the Proteftant intereft. 

8- The taking away of Edward the fixih, of En? 
jhnd, and etfahhfhing of a cruel perfecuter, Queen 
AJar\\ d id indeed look like aft roke that Ihculd root 
out the Church in that part, and deftroy that famou? 
plantation of the Gofpel, in iu tender growth. 
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c> I muft add, that which was at fore aaaffault to 
the Church as any, fo grcivous a difference which 
y/\t\i the flrft breaking oat of the work of Reformati- 
on did begin betwixt Luther and Zuinglm, about 
Chrift's prefence in the Sacrament ; yea, come to 
foch an height and with fo great heat and animo- 
fity was followed, as in appearance would have whol- 
ly fruftiated the work they were about 

THIRD Witnefs to thi* truth 0 that wonderful 
patience and refolution of the Saints, yea, with much 
thtarfulnefs in their greateff firings, which in thefi 
late times did appear. Wherein the world muft confefv 
that fame immediate fupport from Heaven, yea, the 
Lord's owning his People in a very extraordinary way, 
was no iefs manifeft, than in thofe primitive fuffer* 
ings of the Church from heathens. Sure, no pall 
times, even in thofe bloody days of Nero ! Domi- 
Uan> &c, can flbew more horrid, more ftrange en- 
gines of torment and cruelty, than what in thefe laft 
ages the Church did endure from the Popijh party : 
whofe favage and barbarous ufage of the poor flock 
of Chrift, where ever they had accefs, may witnefi 
a cruelty more than human. And as; to the numher y 
are they not almoft without reckonmg,who infra stf, 
Germany, Britain, and the Low Countries , be fit! e 
other parts, were flain within this 150 }ears, for ' 
Ahe w&rd of God, and the UfYimony of bis truth ? 
Now, as this is moft manifeft, it is alfo known 
what a divine and an invincible fpirit, with an afto* 
niftiing courage, and refolution, did appear in the 
carnage of the People of Gpd, under this fore perfe- 
cution ; how they triumphed over their oppreffois, 
and did chearfulJy meet death in its molt terrible 
frape \ a thing which the Schools of Socrates and 
ghio with all their rules could never reach : yea, 
fcould be reckoned amongft the miracles of thefe 

Utter 1 
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Jatterdays. About winch wc would consider thefe 
things, — 

i. That fomething wore than nature^ a fpirit and 
refolution afove the ordinary rate of nun, yea, fomc 
thing much above thtmftlves, their own natural temper 
and difp,>fition, did in their moft extream fufferings 
oft appear; and this without the leaft fhadow of af- 
fcclation,and deceit. Iam fure, the World in thefe laft 
ages, yea, the conference of their perfecutors, and 
01 the greater! Atheifts, muft witnefs this. 
x 2, That many of the moft fifi & tender difpofition, 
m iny women* whofe complexion would declare more 
*weaknefe than others, yet in this late Antichriftian 
perfection did endure greateft torments* and by 
fufFering triumphed over the fury and rage of their 
adverfanes ; whereof we have many 'inftances upon 
record. 

3- The World hath been alfo witncfs,how/<r/«tf and 
deliberate the Saints were in this,that they mifcfuffe- 
ring their choke ; which they could eafily have fhun- 
ned, at the rate of yielding fometbing in the truth : but 
. etc they would do this, or give the adverfary fucha 
bribe, they chofe to embrace death, and go to 
a ftakefor Chrift, even when they wanted not molt 
perfwadmg offers to turnthem afide. For inftance, I 
would here mention - that excellent man in Queen 
Mary's lime, Julius Palmer* who not only had life, 
but preferment offered, if he would recant \ to which 
his anfwer was, that he had quitted his living in two 
places for Chiiftj and now was ready to )ield his 
life aMb on that account. Likewife one Wilifom 
Hunter, whom Bifhop Bonner did urpe with many 
offers to recant, told him, it muft be by Scripture, and 
nof pcrfwafions of that kind ; for he reckoned all 
eatthly things but drofs and dung in iefpc£t of 
thrift j and at the Make, when a pa/don by the She- 
riff was &ffcred upon fuch an account, d*d peremp- 
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ferity reject the fame, Annntui Rioto^ * Venetian 
who condemned for the truth had a lar*e < ffet ip ruvc 
his patrimony reftwed, which w*s much .m^tu'aged 
with debt, and made free, betides his lite, it he 
would but a little yield* and likewife had his fon 
weeping on him for that caufe, gave this anfwer, he 
was refolved to tofe both Children and eftate for 
Chrift, I fliall add what we have related of one 
Herwin* who fuffered in the Low countries* to 
whom the Magi ft rates made great intreaties with 
large promifes to recant, which he wholly flighted. 
Many more inftances of this kind here might be fet 
down. 

4. It is known, that fuch 1 who were of gnat re* 
fute in the World, and had i large Jhare of futwarj 
things to tempt them, did in thefe laft times moft 
chearfully part with the fame, and chofe rather fuf- 
fering for the truth. Wemav inftance thofe two g eat 
witnefles, John Frederick of Saxon and the Landtf- 
grave of Hejfe* who under that long imprifonment 
by Charles the 5. bare out many iharp aflaults, both 
* by threatnings and offers, without yielding in the leaft 
to the prejudice of the truth ; yea, on this account 
did the Duh of Saxon forego his eftate and dignity. 
Annas Du Burg^ counfellour of the Parliament 
at Paris, of great parts and repute, who before Hen- 
ry the II. had an excellent fpeech in Parliament, for 
the Proteftant party, for which by him being im- 
pnfoned, did forego all his honours and intercfts 
in the World (which otherways he might have 
ktpt) and embraced death for Chrift. The 
Prince of Condee at the maflacre of Paris* when the 
K;r,g exprtfly (hewed him he fliould within 3 days 
die, if he did not renounce his Religion, told him, 
his eftate and life were in his hand, but ere he re- 
nounced the truth he would quit both. Charles dt 
Zmm^i Moravian Barron, of great inureit and au- 
thority 
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ihority in that country, in the late B9hmianytxkzu* 
tion did quit all his eftate and poflWlion for the 
Gofpel, notwithftanding of many large offers and 
perfwafioiw. Wc fijid alfo in England the Durchefs 
of> a lady who lived in the fulnefs of the 

world and pleafures thereof, yet in Queen Marf* 
time, did quit both eftate and country for the truth, 
and on that account did choofe a very hard lot in o- 
ther parts. 

5.1s it not alfo known ,how thofe who had been na* 
dy to faint, & to be overcharged with difcouragment, 
yet at death, in the extremity of their fuffermg, did 
fliew a marvellous refolutien and chearfulnefs ? A 
thing which noAtheift can poffiblyanfwer,& flieweth 
God's very immediate fupport, Mr. Glover % how fore 
was he caft down, and could feel no joy or comfort 
after much wreftl.ng ; but no fponer did come in 
fight of the ftake, but his foul was filled with 
the joy of the Lord, and with his ftrength, 
which forced him to clap his hands, and cry forth 
to a friend who knew his former damp, and difeour- 
agement, Ob Aullin, he is come, he is come ! and thus 
chearfully went to death. Thomas Hudfon, a choice 
Giriftian who fuffered in Queen Mary's time, when 
at the ftake, did flip fuddenly from under the chain, 
to the aftonifhment of the People ; yet not from fear 
of death, but from the want of fating of Chr$ % 
which made him full of heavinefc; but after his tur- 
ning afide, that he had got his foul poured out to 
God, he returned as one raited from death to life, 

\% out, Now I <m jhong, and do not care what 
wan can do \ and thus with much joy did yield up 

pint. Likewife Annas du Burgh, whom we before 
nicntioived, being through fear and difcourarement 
•drawn to recant, had no reft in his fpirit until he 
retracted the fame, and after did chearfully undergo 
death. With what marvellous resolution did that ex- 
cellent 
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cellent man, Do&or Cranmer, put his right hand to 
the fire when he came to the ftake, and fuffered it 
to burn without Ihrinking, which (ashefeid) he 
would punift for fubferibing a recantation, whicjj was 
fo much thereafter his grief ! 

^Laft I muft add, that marvellous joy and refi- 
luthn, which the Saints in thefe laie times did in 
their greattil fufferings (hew, is- very evident, and 
known to the world \ for their fuffering was mt in 
a corner, and we may fay, hath notcome (hort of the 
primitive Martyrs, but did witnpfs the fame fpirit 
and power accompanying them. I cannot pafs thii 
in a general, without giving fome touch, amidlt fuch a 
multitude of convincing itiftances. Let us hear blefled 
Bradford at the ftake thus (peak to bis fellow- fuf- 
ferer, He of good comfort, for tve Jball have this night <* 
mnry fupper with the Lotd. Latimer to Rtdlcv, fPh 
fall this day i;got fuch a candle in England, at I tru/l 
Jhili never he put out, Mr. Sanders, / was inprijhn until 
I git intoppifon ; and at the ftake embracing, cries*, 
Welcome the crofs ofChrifl, wtlcomo everlafting life. 
Dr. Farter, toa gentleman who bemoaned his death, 
and the painfulnefs of it, If you fee me once flir in the 
' fin, btheve not my dsclrine ; as did after appear, for 
he (tood withoilMloving in the thernidft of theflama 
John Ardley, -- If every hair of my head iver't a man t 
it Should jnffer death, in the faith I now ftand in.~~ 
Elifahtth Folks embracing the ftake, cried, Fartwel 
Worlds farewel faith and hope, 13 welcome love,-- Ro- 
bert Aguries fan, when at tile in the Low countries 
he fuffered with his father for the truth, in the year 
1556c did cry forth at the ftake, Behold millions' of 
Angels about us, & the heaven openid to receive us\ aj* 
ter he had fometime fixed his eyes on heaven : and 
when the fire was kindled, fays to his father, Yet a 
very Unit) and we Jhall enter into the heavenly manfton, 
Mr. Tims^n Engliih mimiler in Queen Mar ft days, 
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thus writes to his friends, « I am going to the Bi- % 
ihopW /^,but fliall not be long there before I be 
nrrifld up to my brethren, who a V gone to heaven 
before me in a fiery chariot - ftdWyou after me, 
where you ihalj find me fingin 2 merrilv at my j >ur- 
ne A end, /ty, /Wy, ^ of Sabaoth.-- Afre- 
rmzix lulian marijT,ihus writes from his prifon a lit- 
tle before -his death, fiFfc W «W foA^ that in th,s dun- 
gecn I fculd find a paradtfe fo pleafant ! in a place of 
firrm and death y tranquillity, and hepe 9 flift f where 
mkn tueep, I rejoice. 0 how eafy and fivce't is his yokel 
And this he fubfcribes from that deltfljble orchard of 
thtLeohne-prifin, GuydeBres,n, ringing of my chain 
hath bttnjwett muftrk in my ean\ all my former dijeour* 
fes wen hut as a blind man's of colours, in refpeel of my 
prtjentfnhng % Owhat a precious comfmer is a good con- 
ference / I he Lord Henry Otto, a Bohemian, who Alf- f 
fcred in the late perfection, f a jd to the minifter, / 
was troubled^ but j now I feel a wonderful refreshment. 
0 now I fear death no longer, I will dye with joy ; and 
onthefcaffdd cryed out, behold, I fee the heavens opened: 
pointing with his hands at the place where others ob- 
served a certain brightnef* that did dazzle their eyes] 
and thus did with great.chearfulnefi, I flull but' add 
r theJaft words of that bolyXnd ?rilHPWr. iVtjhart^ who 
thus fpaite amidft the fci&fbis.fimt doth torment my 
body, but no whit abate my fpiriis. 

FOURTH Wjtnefs is, thofe great and remarkable 
judgments if GW, which in thefela/f times have Jpftlttn 
// idvtrfaries and persecutor* of the Church, wU have 
ffftinmyi rMoricus for their oppojition ti the truth \ 
j therein wemuft fay, a dtviws hand hath been fo dif- 
CO ' vh, thai ordinary obArvers could not pa 6 the 
f ia- wi )uuta itavHilc, but mufi acknowledge the 
rtgmleus jetdpnftu ot £W, that n cr mtih not 6* guefs 
anu iLt^u -ativciiture, i^t j^n cji^inu^l) full the 
W6i '^ ml " This 



the of Scripture. 379 

j r; This is indeed a grave fubjeel, wherein wcflinuld be 
very ferious and foher ; for the judgments of God 
area great depth) nor can we determine from events 
but in fo far as they anfwer to the word. It may 
fometime happen to wicked men according to the 
work of the righteous ; but on the other hand, it is a 
fare truth,, that God is known by the judgment ht ^ 
j executes, and in every age doth point out iin to the 
World by remarkable ilrbkes, fome great examples 
of judgment, which as a beacon are fet forth for 
men to obferve. And truly we may fay, thofe remar- 
kable inftances of the judgment of God, fince he 
begun to found a retreat to his Church from Babylon^ 
- are /ar beyond other preceediog ages. I would be 
fpating to repeat what of th« kind is publilhed by 
others, but that in fpeakmg 10 this truth; I cannot 
. pafs it in a genera], wbilft there are fo many in bail- 
ees wherein the Lord hath made hirnfelf known, 
and thefe ftch a convj^cm:* feal and confirmation 
ot the truth, And in the following rdaiions, I dare 
with confidence fay, there is not any pailage or m.<t?<.r 
of faft, here fet dcrwn without fonu- clear and i - 
ing grounds as to the certainty thereof. 

f mall fitft inflancc Charles the V. wbofe under- 
takings for m ifP^Jt -« s weje followed with fuccels, 
* until once he fet him felt to pcifecute and oppitlj l! e 
Church, and bathed his fwotd in the biuod of the 
Proreftantt^ with his cruel and unjuft uface ol the 
Duke v>f Saxony ; from which time his affaiis be- 
gun yjfjhltr to titcline, he is fotced to fly bc^c 
Mauritius, and f< tk a retreat in the fu.-u.Lit c ui-rines 
o^ the empi c, and after broken with me^ai cKUf 
and m-, fjlfeanotl^r Dailefiua^ doi^fsfijn 

hii ind ttirn to a-privnte Me, 

Pim t : - \\ q\ Sbcfitti, ^ne or thu t* reared oe^f^cu" 
toriu-rhe Ch«^h in tMe laft *\> \^*tk. 

Wasto root s u ikv-PfittfaM&t&iPioii in i 
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nrons, and therefore fet on foot that horrid engine of 
the Inquifttion, yet at laft finds all his effays fru- 
flrated, and after the lof* of many millions of trea- 
fures, and of fome tooco lives by war, yea, of a 
confiderable part of the Netherlands, and after the 
breaking his great Armado at fea againft the EngWfh 
by a very remarkable ttroke from Heaven, is at Jail 
fm it ten of the Lord in his body by a ftrange difeafe, 
or rather a confluence of difeafes, which his phtiici- 
ans could neither underftand, nor cure ; his body fal* 
ling out in grievous boyjs, whence (betides putrid 
matter) there did illbe fuch abundance of Verm:n t 
that ftanders by could hardly deanfe, or endure the 
horrid fmell thereof. And he who had put fo ma- 
ny of the Saints to cruc! torments by the Inquifition, 
was himfelf tormented, for 2 years together, with 
unexpreflible pain and anguifh, * 

Henry the II. of France, a moft violent enemy to' 
the Church, whilft he had cau fed fen terice 0/ Annus 
DeBurg to death, having fotemnly protcftcd in fuch 
vrOtfy^Thife tyts cf mine fi)alt fa thee burnt \ a little 
before the appointed time of his -^execution, running 
in the liiis with a fpcar againft Count Montgomery, 
it pierced through the eye, with fuch a wound, that 
in a fhort time fent him to his gripj^nd Jruflrated his 
expectation of feeing the death ofthat excellent man. 
His fon Cfarla the IX. that bloody pcifecutor, I 
fliatt mention elfe where hew remarkably the judg- 
xnencof God did purfue him. 

Henry the III, who (whilft he was Duke of 
jfnjeu) did afhft at that horrid Counfel kept at St, 
Cloud, near Parity where the Maflacre was conclu* 
ded, is fome years after ftabbed to death by a Jacobin 
frier in that very chamber : a thing which Du Serrti 
doth twice mention with a remark, as a raaiveJJous 
iaitaacc of the judgment of God, 
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The Duke of Guifi, the great executioner of that 
Maflacre, and his brother the Cardinal, a fpecial 
contriver of the fame, are not long after killed by 
Henry the III. at Blois, with whom they had oft 
joyned in Counfef, to root out the Proteflants ; and 
which is very obfervable, by a fpecious ftiow of 
friendfhip were circumvented, and .with folema 
Oaths and promifes at teacheroufly reached, as the 
Admiral and Proteftants by Char Us the IX. were 
at Paris : and thefe two who were his great Counfel- 
lers, thus are dealt with, having blood meafured out 
to them for Mood, and treachery, as they had dealt 
treacheroufly with the Saints, 

We find alfo the Duke of Aumah, who was a 
joynt aftor with th* Duke of Guifi in that malLae, 
(loth a little after fall by a fliot off the walls at the 
fiege of which not only Du Serrts but aifa 

Davilla, who was very popifh, doth particularly 
relate ; whjece we may fee, what a bloody end the 
great contrivers and aftors of that horrid maflacre had, 

Henry the IV. a -Prince of excellent parts and 
great natural accompiifhments, was followed with 
marvellous fuecefs, whilit he owned the truth : yet, 
. after many victories and the breaking of the CatW 
lick League, turns popifh, and abjures the proteftant 
Religion ; but lo, within a Jmle he*k ftabbed 
10 the mouth by a Jefuit. On which, a froteftant 
Gentleman ufed this freedom with him, Sir, 
have denied God and his truth with your mwth, and 
hi hath given you there a flroke ; take budytnt deny him 
Walfo with your heart, Uil the next Jlrskt be there ! 
Which as the French Hiitory fheweth, did accord- 
"JgJy fall out, when he was (tabbed by Ravilurt j 
VuSerns his own Hiftoriographer doth (hew it wsj 
through the very heart : arid it was too evident, that 
tometunevbcifarc his death he had tutned cordial and 
««autefoi U.c pop lb li ters 
t Ftrdinind 
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Ferdinand the II. a great perfecutor of the Church 
in Germany^ who after his victory over Frederick 
and the Bohemian States, made it his work to root 
out the Church and Proteftant Religion there, and 
turned that country unto a bloody fhambles ; not 
fparinz any rank, who would not abjure the truth : 
but a fliort lime after, we find the avenger of blood 
(in whofe light that of his Saints is ptecious ) pur* 
fueth'him, raifeth up the Swedes for an adverfary,un- 
der whofe fword moft.of thofe cruel wretches, that 
were the Bohemian fcourge,do fall, turnethGffmtfffj and 
the Emperors countries into a field of blood j break- 
cth that great army, which for many years had given . 
Law to Germany , fo that (as fome hiftorians menti- 
on J an army of 24000 Captains^ becaufe all okl ex* 
pert foldier*, was broken in the plain fields with a 
Huge flaughter ; yea, the violence and cruelty of the 
popifh party was thus meafurcd out to them, as they 
bud meafurcd to the poor Church of Bohemia^ and 
the Palamat j and Ferdinand the Emperor broken 
with breach upon breach, that men may fee the 
judgment of God purfuing a bloody perfecutor. 

Thofe barbarous cruel Irijb, who of late carried on 
that horrid Maffacre there, fparing no Proteftants, 
what ever was their age or rank, without compare" 
to women 6r children, O how vifibly did the judg- 
ment of the Lord reach them, and for that ravage 
Hood fhed give them blood to drink in great meafure ! 
their chief leader Macguier, Machune, and after 
Pbihmy Oneale taken, publickly executed, mort or 
them confumed by the fword, their fpirits fo debaktf, 
that a few Enghjb or Scots Soldiers would have chalefl 
multitudes of them 5 fo that the world might fee di- 
vine vengeance eminently purfuing them, which m 
few years did root out moftof that cruel g^ t,G "v 
f We have an obfervable inftance alfo recorded ot w 
James iiawV/rt^naturaUrothcr to the Earl of ef>r* 
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whofn King James the V. time was bv the popifh 
Clergv promoted againit fuch as were then fufptclwd of 
favouring the Protelfant Religion, in which pUce he 
wai moft terrible and cruel againft all he coulu reach # 
yea, fo violent- that fome of his near kiofmen were 
b> him brought under the lafli of his power ; But 
lo, when at his greateft height, whilft he is ma- 
king it his- work to crufb the Gofpel in its budding 
forth, this is made the means of hi* ruin, and byone 
of his friends whom he pur fued on the account of 
Religion, he is accufed of trcafop, and notwithstan- 
ding of the foJiciration of the Popiib clergy for him as, 
their great Patriot, he is prefently arraigned, beheactd 
and quartered in the publtck flrcet of Edinburgh 

It is alfo known, what violent perfecutors Cardinal 
Beaton & his fuccefforBiftiop///jm/V^fl were, w ho were 
J 0 lefs confpicuous inftances of the judgments of the 
Lord in that time : alfo what befel one frier Cambti, 
who did bitterly rail on that excellent tnznMt, Patrick 
when he was burnt at St t Jndreus,io whom 

«W- l mih ** " thc ftake in S reat vcht ^ency faid. 
Wicked man, thou knoweft the contrary, and haft 
lometime profefl'ed the fame, I appeal thee to anfwer 
before the judgment-feat of Chrift." And within a 
«w days after (which in that time was well known) 
this frier fell fick, and in great horror of confeience. 
^fwemad, died, 

There are indeed many fuch remarkable inftances. It 
» I Known, how the judgment of God did puifue thofe 
wree grcatApofrates from the truth ,0£wwChancd- 
our of France, Utmus, and Fra $ cis AW whoaf- 
« they had quitted their profeflion, and agaii.lt their 
m denied the truth, died with great horror of con- 
folT' QT J™\ CUt t0 ftanders b ^ what * Ml they 
S T hm C , hcm ! Du Serns d ^ h how that 

tainW u Ur °f W/ ' thro ' the t0 < mei " *»A ™~ 
^ of his mmd, caufed the very bed to fliake un- 

der 
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der him. But fincc there are many examples of thlf 
kind already upon record, I do the more briefly touch it; 
and (hall only add fome few which are worthy of a 
remark in our own land {Scotland) how vifibly the 
Lord did purfue by his judgment fome who had de* 
ferted the truth, and turned oppofers and perfecu* 
tors thereof in their promoting Ant 'xcbriliian Prela* 
*y, contrary to their former profeffion and engage- 
ments. 

m%. I fhall inftance Mx, Patrick Adam f on, a Preacher 
once of great repute in this land, but one whom am- 
bition and private intereft fwayed more than the 
hnereft of Chrift, who infinuating himfelf in the 
King's favour, made it his work to overturn the efta- 
blifhed government and difcipline of the Church, un- 
til he cot himfelf fettled Archbifhop of St. Andrews, 
and Prelacy by his means advanced, which the 
Church from her firft Reformation from Popery 
had difclaimed ; yea, in this height of his power 
and grandeur, turned an avowed perfecutor of his 
brethren : at which time be ufed to boaft of 3 things 
that he faid could not fail him, his riches, learning 
and the King's favour. But a little after, as was then 
moft known, he was by the righteous judgment of 
God brought to this pafs that his parts did fo far wi- 
ther and dry up, that in feeking a blefling on his 
meat he could fcarce fpeak a few words of Senfe, 
though once admired for his eloquence : as f° r Jh ,$ 
I £ j, he was forced to get charity from thofe Mi- 
ri'ters whom he before perfecuted : and for the 
1 m-'i favour, he was fo abhorred by bim, that as he 
himklt proftfled when the ftroke of God brought 
him to fome fenfe of his condition, be was fur e W 
Kimdidcare more for the worfl of his dogs than for him* 
And thus in great miferyhe died,caftoft by thcWorio 
whofe favour he had only fought. His public* .ac- 
knowledgement of bis guilt and apclhcy, and ci 1 
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Lord's hand purfuing the fame, was by himfelf fub* 
fcribed, before divers eminent and worthy Miniftcri 
of the Church, who did alfo by their fubferipuon 
atteft the fame, and was afterwards printed. 

It is alfo manifeft, how the Lord in his judgment 
did purfue that wretched man, his fucceflbr, Bifhop 
Spotjwood y who in a more fubtile way did endeavour 
the overturning the difcipline and liberties of the 
Church, for letting up of Prelacy, and by under- 
hand-dealing got himfelf firft thruft into Gla[ g ow % 
and after to be Archbifhop of St, Anokews^n, at laft 
wascbancellour of Scotland, his eldeft Son a Bai- 
ron in/7/>, and his fecond Son Prefidcnt of the Seffion, 
his Daughter alfo married to Refine then a con- 
fiderable Barron. But Jet us fee where this ends V 
what an eminent example in all thefe refpe^ of the 
judgment of God, he was, and therein the prophecy 
of that great man Mr. Ml/h acccomplifhed, who did 

trl , !\ Ic ^n W , Wlfthewas Vrtonvit Blacks 
«< s that he /bould be at a (lone cuft out of a fling 
h he hand of God. bis name fiould rot\ aid I 

?hl\ l"" ° n h "P>f tirh y- truly th,s is known 

What become oi him in the } car ,638. How 

to iLL xc 7T nicarcd b y lhc Cburcfa ' ***** 

uuo England where ,n great mifery he died; his cideft 
L a J , ' ; ^'/W,was fometime brought toocg 
J« bread, which ,s known to many yet alive ; b« le- 
m I Son who was P^dent of^c Seffion, being 
^cnatthe batte of p Mip . W was 

VLfntT' *f/ l \°> y^ng Darzie beheaded 
i Sfe 5 ^ d L f0f h,S dau ^who wa>mar- 

" wa* rooted our, and turned from ti,at,ace. 
fer pan" t 1 ?' 9 *"*'.™* ™Y eminent in U. time 

Wcr ofW T r the lruth > aml * great op- 
' w,«tJacy, when it firft begun iQ aflault the 

b Church, 
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Churchy but at laft was turned afide, by Court-in- 
fmuations gets the Bijhoprkk of Dunkel $ yea, turns 
mod forward to promote that irrtcreft. But lo ! in a 
ihort time he is firicken by the Lord with ficknefF, 
and grent hofrcr of confeience within, Can get no 
reft,his friends in vain endeavouring to comfort him ; 
and when they would have brought phyficians, he 
told them, his .difeafe was of another kind, for which 
they could give no phyfick, which prefled him more 
then his ficknefs, that againft fo much light and 
aeainft his confeience he had oppofed the truth, 
Tind yielded tip, the liberties of the Kingdom of 
Chrift, to pleafe an earthly King : and he charged his 
Children, that nothing which he had acquired fince he 
was Prelate, fhould go amongft the reft of his eftate. 
And thus in great bitternefs and grief he died, where- ■ 
ufou his brother in Law Mr, David Lindfey y then a* 
V.itucb, nude fome Verfes in Latiatf^^&>;V k 

$okturfruflra^conydnx,falanturamkiy 

Et medicum acctrfi, fedufo qui/que jubet, 
Sid dart Jo lame n nemoy dare, nemo Jalutem^ 
Te prater peierit, Rexjacobe, ^^^jHwjB^f' . ' 
}u< r :crpm gravat^tqueanhnamjantum exime mtra 
Huic caput) hujm onus ms premh y & permit* 

** Mr. William Cwper, fometime minifter of Pert K 
one who witnefled much zeal againft Prelacy, botr 
b; pi caching and writing $ in . a letter to Mr. Georg 
Graham, who had writ to him entreating his 
charity towards his own conforming, he hath thefe 
Wc ru3. - - Sir, for your felf I never bated youy but the 
tmrfc you are in 1 never lived : hew dengtrsti' u tbett 
efiUte^ who cannot rife y ha with the fall ef m<ry who in 
Chijl have entred the right way to the mifiiflry* chfoi 
thefe .fountains jvhichGcd hath opened ? Doi$g ip a 
ttr nf mjdmce with dtuhtkfr turn? men's l^ht t:darh 
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ttiefs ; whence filloivs induration: therefore 1 cannot ftani 
J with you ,excipi towitnefs to God in my heart again yovl 

. And thus fbuts up his \eUer y Cinftder your felf where 
y»u zvasy and where ycu now are, & quantulumfit Mud 
propter quod nos reliquiftLThis I fee down, to ihew what 
fometimes he was : yet ftiortly after, this man turns 

• to a Biftioprick, was loathed by the Godly in that 
time, fome of his old friends brought his own fcrmoni 
to him, and defired him to reconcile them with his af- 
ter- agings, which did vifibly affright and difquiet him j 
and one day being at pafttme near to Leith y he was 
fuddenly terrified with apprehenfie* that be Jaw ar~ 
med mm coming upon him \-/ thofe who were 
with him, told him, there" wa|W fuch thing, it was 
only a dream ; whereupon he* became fitent, and fell 
a trembling \ but after he went home, took bed and 
died in much anguifti and trouble of fpjrit, being 
obferved to pointoit with his finger to the^wthjCrving 
out thefe' words, AfalhnStar) a fallen Star ! It 
was alfo known, how for divera years he Iwd been 

, feized upon with an Hypochondriack diilemper, tffe- 
prehending he was all ghfs ; whereupon worth/ 
M\ Simjhi of Sterling who had fometimes been his 
familiar, hearing of his Court- advancement, had th 3 
line,-— kl ; 

Jutcusy heu ! fragilem coxfteffi^aUeus urnam. 

very convincing inflafooe. of the judgment cf 
odin that time, was one Mr, Andrew PljUr, Mi- 
flifter at Dumfrmling, who Seing fent Q*»mito?wr 
to the AffcmMy at Glti/gm 1610, andi6;e^3y wd- 
jwrcJ, as he Ciould anf^er tt> Jefus Chrift/t 1 }' h»: bre- 
giren, no: 10 eonfent to any slrerarion c.f the %a*til\\+ 
Jtejnt of the Church, yet not with Ending- w& 
fot Pretecy, hi'/mjr got 50 &iarfcs from the xarl oi 
Ombat ( wfoo made ufc of that argument to bieak ' 
♦ S 2 fome 
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fome of thefe wretches ) a fmall fum indeed to fell the tffl 
raufe of Chrift, and by him very dear bought. For i J 
after his return, he falleth into ficknefs, and upon his \j 
recovery from that was feifed with horror of con- f 
fcience, fo that he run out of the pulpit whilft he was 
# going to preach, confefling he had fold Chrift at that 
" Aflcmbly for money ; that being poor and having a • • \ 
numerous family, he had chofen rather to make hafle % 
than believe ; and thus laid afide his miniftry, requeft- \ 
ing Mr. John Murrey \ who then was filenccd by the 
Blfliop, that for Chrift's fake he would take the charge 
of that place. After which he fell into a great dif- 
fraction, and became in fome meafure mad : and though 
he did fomething recover, yet died in great infamy, U 
poor, and drowned in debt, a very convincing example 
of the judgment of God. This, old Mr.Rovj of Car* | 
nock, being then a minifter in the fame Prefbvtery,fet3 P 
down under his hand, v/hich he moft certainly knew. 

I (hall only add two remarkable inftanccs of the 
Lord's judgment within thefe few years, that {htmld |> 
not be paft without a remark. jreS?* fl I 

The Firfl relates to a confiderabU family In this 
country, who made it their work io trouble and I 
perfceute the Minifter of that Parifti, an eminently ft 
holy and faithful man ; yea, upon the account of A 
his faithfulnefs the old Laird of that houfe out of I 
malice doth purfue him with a falfe libel before the I 
nod, ufmg all means he could to reproach his name, jP 
having itas his defign, either to get him broken and W, 
put out of the Parifti, or at leaft to crufh his fpirit, 
and weaken him in the exercife of the miniftry ; but 
doth there meet with a difappointment,the Lord clear- 
ing the inncccnce of his fervant, and the malice of 
ti j ather. fq that even fuch who other ways wanted 
rot a prejudice at him, were forced to acknowledge 
ibis { at which time that Gentleman, whilft he J 
went tc *hc ftablc where his horfes were, being; then .1 

at , I 
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at the Synod upon that account, is in the place ftric- 

ken with ficknefs, forced to hafte home and take bed, 
and there feized with horror of confeience, which 
made him oft cry, intreating moft earneftly for his 
Minifter whom he had thus perfecutcd, and oft had 
thefe words, 0 to fee his face, yea, told his friends that 
if he would not come to him, they mould carry 
him to his houfe ; but his Lady out of malice did in a 
moft rude and violent way hinder the Minifter's ac- 
cefs to him, and thus that poor Gentleman in great 
horror and anguifti dieth. After his death his Lady 
doth* ftill purfue the quarrel, with no lefs malice, 
until fhe alfo falleth fick, and therewith had much 
terror upon her confeience ; yea, did no lefs cry out 
for the Minifter, who then was providentially abfent, 
fo that (he was put to cry, and in that denied, wKlclt 
ftie did hinder to her poor hufband ; though at laft, 
became to her before her death, to whom flic with 
much bitternefs confefled her wrong. After this a 
young man their chaplain, who had been engaged 
by them to appear as zvuitnefs againft that godly man, 
Was fo terrified in his confeience, that he could get no 
Tcft until he went to the next Synod, to acknow- 
ledge that horrid fin, in bearing/^ luhnefs againft 
'his Minifter j but being there kept by fome from a 
publick appearance, he went to another part of rh* 
country, where, it is certainly repotted, he die& 
diftracled. Now laft of all the young Laird, who did 
fucceed in that eftate, would needs purfue the quarrel, 
and finding more accefs, through the change cfthc 
timc,didfo endeavour with fome .who 'were in power, 
that an order was paft for bambfog him cut of 
that Parifti : and though he wa> -then otberways 
taged, upon the account of the pub&k, caufe, yet, 
U was known, the violent purfuit of chat Gentleman 
was the main caufe of this fentencc, S&ichtbofc who 
«»d hai.din filling it, didthcmfclvcs co&ftfs. For he 
S3 had 



390 The Fulfilling 

had folemnly fworn, that if he lived in that p1aee,that 
man ftiould not be Minifter there : but loj a few 
<3ays after, having returned to his houfe, and boafting, 
how he had kept his word, and now got his Minifter 
caft out of the partfh, he was fuddenly ftruck by 
the Lord with an high fever, which plucked him 
away in the very ftrengch of his years. This I had rela- 
ted, as it is here fet down, from a grave Chriftian, r-: 
party himfelf being prefent, which he did humbly 
decline to relate, though he could not but aflent 
thereto. 

The Second is one David Machryar^ who was a 
member of the lateParliarnent, being one of thecom- 
rmffioners of the Burrowes, a man moil notorious in 
the country where he lived for a lewd and grpfs prac- 
tice, but moft remarkable and known beyond others 
for his violence and rage againft the Godl}% as he 
Ihewed by his carriage, both in the Parliament, and 
afterward* where he could have accefs, did fet him- 
felf to troubleand perfecute fuch under that reproach- 
ful name of Fanatic** ; hut within fome time there- 
after, whilft we was forced to retire by reafon of 
debt, for fear of caption, he was found one day 
walking alone, by one who was then come out of the 
jr% or th to that country, and had ridden forth, to fre 
it he could catch any of that party whom he judged 
was then lurking, and fuppofmg upon his rencounter 
that he was furely one of thefc } would needs appre- 
hend him, but he upon his refinance and ftiugJing 
a_:unft him was by him run through with a fword, and 
immediately killed on the place, upon that very ac- 
count, and perfwafion, that he was a Fanattci, 
snd Rcbtl, as he then termed him. Thus he who had 
declared himfelf an enemy to the people of God,whom 
he was wont in reproach to call F^ndtuisy was 
himfelf under that very notion and upon thai ground 

cut down by one of kis own flamp and F :iDCI * 

pies* 
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pies, O was not this the finder */GW, and a convinc- 
ing proof of his righteous judgment ! 

FIFTH Witnefe, which holds forth the Lord's 
eminent appearing, and fomething of an extraordi- 
nary power* in the late raifing and termination of 
the Church from Ancichriftianifm, is this, that Urge 
meajurs- of the Spirit, and iutpwanv thereof, which did 
convincingly falkv) the QsJpeJ ami mini/ir$ oj [the ward 
in thift laft times ; a truth which, we muff uy, fi ufa 
been manifeft, and by many fulemn proofs thereof de^ 
raonftratcd, no lefs than in the lirft planting of thtf 
chriftian Church. 

[; It is undeniable, how great a wittrefi to the tr : 
the Spirit and down-pouring thereof is. fcor 
is G;fd*sown f*al t which is not put to a lie, or, fajf- 
Jiood. Thus he bears witirefs to his u-y 
hearts cf his people, and by this alfo the L 
feal and attcft the doclrine of the Church, zu\ the 
tmmijfun of hlsfervants whopublifli the Tame v y?a, 
|t feme facial feafins % as when the truth bulb jcaft 
countci^acj or e^coui^emeat fiom igptiwr 
q( contradiction wfcfin men wtl *not k . ■ ;, ju 
1 tefti mm/, and a ftrr>n t 7 current of opp^f ion ib \£>4> -■ 
fiofncl, thi.n hath tins in a more full ml -i*:./^ Hk.;- 
furc been jdilcernablc. Thus did the Lord t 
own and confirm the Chrsfiian IU 
of the jfpsfiles t and for faroe, following PS 
fif great ... . v purity of the §pirit 3 ft zh ^ 
and extraordinary effects thereof as did thfciw; ^ i 
the World, arid force men to confeff Tomahitjakr 
ifove nature, (hat this Was furely the gar : 
and power of God : and have we not alio ca ifc > 
,&>} that thus the Lord hath born a very fuitmn :t [fj- 
monv to his truth, the work of reformation, and 
doctrine of the reformed Churches, in thsfe lale 
-WW?.- about which I dare appeal to Vjftrvcn, ycji, 
S 4 titf 
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the adverfaries,to their own confcience,if without flat- 
ting their eyes they could fhift the conviction of a 
convincing appearance of God, in the power and ef- 
ficacy of the Spirit, even in a more than ordinary 
Way accompan) ing the wsrd and ordinances-, pow- 
er, which carried kingdoms and cities before it, 
yea, in a very fhort time a^ainft the greater! violence 
and oppofition. To clear this a little, I fhall point 
at fome few remarkable Evidences, which might 
ftare the grofleft of men in the face, & in fome meafure 
Convince them of this truth. 

I. It is evident, that marvellous conqueft which 
the Gofpel had in Germany, by the miniftry of Lu- 
ther, Melanchton, Bucer, Martyr, Mufculus, and 
a few others of thofe excellent inflruments, whom 
the Lord then fent forth. O was not this aday of the 
Spirited the pouring forth thereof in a large meafure, 
a day of the gofpel's triumph, not by might, or by 
power ; yet fuch as before it the World could not 
fland ! cities and countrys might then be faid to be 
horn at once j the arm of the Lord revealed with the 
fame, that men were either/fare bed, or truly war- 
med and gained thereby. Did not that marvellous 
power and efficacy of the Spirit alfo attend the mi- 
niftry of Zuingitus, and Oecolampadius, in Zurick, 
and Bafil, when fo through a reformation follow- 
ed, to the throwing down of Images, abolifhing of 
the Mafs by publick authority, notwithftandmg of 
its long continuance ; and all this in a fhort time ! The 
Spirit, and power of God did very eminently appear 
alfo, in thofe famous plantations of the Gofpel by 
the Miniftry of Calvin, Far el, and Viret in Geneva, 
Laufanna, and other adjacent Provinces. It is writ- 
ten in the life of Viret, that at Lyons, which was a 
great populous city, he preached in an open place, 
where divers thousands were converted to the truth J 
yea, fome who came by with no purpofe to hear. 
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only out of eurioftty ftepped in, were fo wrought and 
overcome with the power of the word, as for that 
time made them even neglecl their other bufmefs. 

2. That great fuccefs,which did attend the miniftry 
of Mr JViJhart in Scot landman alfo witnefs this truth : 
whence fo marvellous a change did quickly follow, 
in thofe places where he preached, through Angtis, Lo- 
thian, and the weftern parts j yea, how much the 
fpirits of the people were then raifed and affefted 
with the word. But this, being a thing fo known 
from the hiftories of that time, I only name. 

3. Befides thofe which are more known, and upon 
publick record, f muft here inftance a very folemn 
and extraordinary outpouring of the Spirit, which a- 
bout the year 1625, and thereafter, was in the Weft' 
of Scotland : whilft the perfecution of the Church 
there was hot from the prelatick party. This, by the 
prophanc rabble of that time, was called the Stewar- 
ton Sicknefs : for in that parifh firft,but after through 
much of that country, particularly at Irwine, under 
the miniftry of famou9 Mr. Dickson it was moft re- 
markable. Where it can be faid (which divers Mini- 
fters and Chriftians yet alive can witnefs) that for a 
Confiderable time, few Sabbaths did pafs without 
fome evidently converted, and fome convincing 
proofs of the ptwer of God, accompanying his 
word: yea, that many were fo choakedand taken by 
the heart, \hn through Te r ROUR(theSpiRiT in ftch a 
meafure convincing them or fin in hearing of the word 
they have been made to fall over and thus car- 
ried out of the Church, who after proved rr.oft 
fihd and lively Chnftiajis : and, as it was knov 11 J <• 
of the moft grofs, who ufed to mock at ir! 
bein^ cnaaicd, upon the fame that wetM 

j*ch fhii js, to go to fome of thofe p 

wfpcl was then moft iivelv. • • o.. .. .•> 
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following the fame. And truly, this great fpringtide 
(which I may fo call) of the Gofpel^ was nor of a 
jfbort time, but for feme years continuance ; yea 
thus, like a fpreading moor- burn, the fewer of 
Godlinefs did advance from one place to another, 
which put a marvellous luftre on thefe parts 
of the country, the favour whereof brought 
many from other parts of the land to fee the truth 
of the fame, 

4. I muft alfo mention that folemn Communion at 
the Kirk of the Shots, 20 June 1630. at which time 



there was fo convincing an appearance of God, and 
down-pouring of theSpiRiT,even in an extraordinary 
tvay, that did follow the ordinances, efpecially that 
fermon on the Monday 21ft June, with a firange 



unujual Motion on the hearers, who ina great multi- 
lu le were there convened of divers ranks ; that it was 
known (which I can fpeak on furc ground) near 500 
b id at that time a difcernable change wrought on them, 
of whom mod proved lively Chriftians afterward ; it* 
was the fowing of a feed through Clidefdeal, fo as 
many of mod eminerit Chriltians in that country, 
c M date either their cenverfo^ or fome remark- 
able cwfirmotion in their cafe, from that day. And 
truly thi; was the more remarkable, that one after 
much reluflancc, by a fpecial and unexpected provi- 
dence, W3S called to preach thai fermon on the Mon- 
day wl i.h tUn was not ufuallv pra&ifed ; and that 
• 'it fere, by moft of the Chriftians there, was 
frent in prover ; To that the Monday's work, as a con- 
vincing return of Prayer might be difcerncd. 

5. 1 Aval! hc-e alfo infhnce that flJcmn and great 
JVkii of God, which was in the Church of Ireland 
feme years before the Mi of prelacv, about the year 
itlU. and fome years thereafter. Which, as many 
grave and foW Cbrifluuw yet alive can * itneC-, who 
wuc there ptucnt, was a bright and lit Junjbint 
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♦ftheGofpelj yea, may with fobriety be faid, to» « 
have been one of the largcft manifeftatrons of the 
Spirit, and of the moll folemn times of the down- 

pouring thereof, that almoft fince the days of thfc 
Jpofilcs hath been feen : where the power of God 
did fenfibly accompany the word with an unufual 
Motion uponthe bearers, and a very great Tack as 
to the converfion of fouls to Chrift ; the goings cf the 
Lord then full of Majefly, and the ftmt §f a King 
Was heard in thefe folemn meetings ot his people ; that 
as a jucjicious old Chriftian who was there preilnt, 
did exprefs it, he thought it was like a dazling beam 
and ray of God y with fuch an unufual brightnefs, 
as even forced byftanders to an aftonifhmcnt ; a very 
effeflual door opened, with more than ordinary en- 
largement, which the Mini (1 en of Chrift there did 
iind in preaching the word, whilft the People might 
be feen hearing the fame in a melting frame, with mveh 
tendernefs of (pirir. Surely this was the very power 
tfGody a convincing feal to the truth, and mi»;i"ry 
of his Servants, who were then perfecuted bv the 

j Prelates ; yea, a thing which ( as it was knowr) h; J 
an awful impreflion, and was a terror to their adverfa* 
rtes. I remember amongft other paflages, wha* a 
Worthy Chriftian told me, Vw fometimes bt foo- 
ting the word, fuch a power and evident ef tU 
Lord's prefence was with it, that he hath been Krud 
to rife, and look through the Church, and fee What 
the people were doing ; thinking,from what he fell or 
Eg own fpiut.it was a wonder how any could go away 
Without foir. - dany upon them. And then it waa 
fwcet and eafy for Chriftians to come 30, 40 r.ile: 
to thefe f.'icmn Communions, which they had; 
*nd theic continue, from the time they canie, until 
they returned, without wearying, or making ufe of 
f"P* injt Hide |... either meat or drink, and as 
fcm* ofihcm nrofeffed, did not feel the need- thereof 
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but went away moft frefh and vigorous, their foub 
hfilUd with fenfe of God. 

6, That was alfo a remarkable time, wherein the 
Lord did pour forth much of the Spirit on his people 
in the year 1638, when thisNation did folemnly enter 
In Covenant, which many yet alive at this day do 
know, how the fpirits of men were raifed % and 
wrought 011 by the word , the ordinances lively, and 
longed after : for then did the Nation own the 
Lord, and was vifibly owned by him ; much Zeal 
and an enlarged heart did appear for the pubikk caufc ; 
perfonal reformation ferioufly fet about ; and then 
alfo was there a remarkable gale of providence, that 
did attend the actings of his people, which did after. - 
i(h their ad vcrfaries, and forced many of them to 
feign fubje&ion. Alafs, how in our night come on ! 
For the Lord hath in anger covered the face of the 
Daughter c/Zion with a dark cloud, 

7. Muft not we alfo hy,fwce the land was enga- 
ged by Covenant to the Lord, is thefe late times, 
what a folemn outpouring o(thzSpiKtrh?Lth bcenfeen! 
A large harveft, with much of the fruit of the Gofpel 
difcernable, which we may fay with a warrant, hath 
been proved in the infringing of thoufands to Chrift / 
a part whereof now are in glory, and many yet live, 
who are a viftble feal to this truth : of whom, I am 
fure, fome will not lofe the remembrance of thofe 
fweet refreuYmg times, which the land for feveral 
years did enjoys* thcGofpel & of many folemn com- 
munions, where a large blefling with much of the 
Spirit, and power of (jod, was felt accompanying the 
ordinances* If it were expedient to fet down circum- 
fiances, I could here point at many fuch remarkable 
times and places, which would clearly demonftrate 
this. 

Now, befides thefe more publick and obvious proofs, 
it is known, what a great teftimony {he expe- 
rience 



of the Scripture. 397 

rlence of the godly in thefe late times could give to 
this truth, what they have in a large meafure felt of 
the power and refrefhing efFufions of the Spirit 
within their foul ; yea, how oft after foreft down- 
calling have been wonderfully raifed above them- 
felves, and filled with the confolation of God, and joy 
unfpeakable : this would indeed make a great volume, 
to reckon over all thefe inftances, even thefe whofc 
experience in thefe loft ages could in a large meafure 
witnefs this truth. Only, to Ihm this up, I fhall name 
thefe two.--- 

% x. Mr. Welfh, and Mr, Forhes, two great witneffes 
of Chrift in this land, when they were prifoners, give 
this account of their cafe in a letter toMr. James Mel* 
vin, and bis Uncle, then at London, which under 
the faid Mr. Melvin*s hand is fet down in a manufcript 
"of his ; their words are- the k^D$arBrethren,wi dan 
fay by experience, and our God is witnefs we lienot.that 
unfpeakable is thejoyjhat is in a free and full tefiimsny 
tfChrifl's royal authority .unfpeakable is the jay offuffer- 
ingfor his Kingdom t (For on that truth wa^ their fuffering 
fhted) We had never fuch joy and peace in preaching 

< of tt.as we have found in fufferi^ for the fame: we 
he fore tn knowledge, we now fpeak by experience, t6at the 
kingdom of God conftflsin peace and joy. And in an o- 
ther ietter,thu« they hy, Our joy hatb greatly abounded, 
Jmce the laft day (Which was after paffing fentence of 

. death on them by affize at Linlithgow )fo that we can- 
not enough wonder at the riches of his free grace, that 
fhouldhavt vouchfa fed fuch a gift upon us,n fufftr for his 
titngdom, m which there is joy unfpeakable andglorious\ 
and we are rather in fear, that they {to wit the fuffer- 
ings) be not continued, and fo we be robbed of further 
tonptation, than thatthey Jhould increafe. Surely the** 
n gr m conflation in fuftring for Chrtf ; we do not ex- 
jw/f unh you the j^ which ourGtd hadmfei to akm d 

2. I 
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2, I /nail alfo mention that great Servant of Chrtft 
Mr. Rutherford, whofe Letters now publlftied can 
witnefs w bat folemn days of the Spirit, and fenfible 
curpourin^s thereof, he oft had in his experience $ 
though books can tell but little what he reallvy*/*, and 
enjoyed, I fjwli only f-t down fome of his laft and 
dying expr<lfm§ which I had from thofe who were 
then prefent, and cau fed the fame to be writ down 
from his mouth, that may fhew how lovely he alfo was 
in his death flt\A how well that did correfpond with hij 
former life. Some of hi* words are thefe ; \JhaUfhine y 
J /ball fee him as he is, and all the fair company with him, 
and thai! have my large Jhart ; it is noeafy thing io he a 
Chriftian, hut as fir me I have got the viftcry 7 and Chrift 
is hiding forth his arms to embrace me. 1 have had my 
fears, andfaintings, as anotherfmfulman, to be carried 
though creditably, but as Jure as ever he fpakeio me /V 
kis word, his fpirit witnejpd to my heart, faying, Fear 
not, he had accepted my pffiring, and the out gaujhould 
%iikmatter of prayer, but of praife. He faid alfo, Thy 
I was found, and J did eat it, and it was to me the 
py s and rearing of my heart. And a little before his 
death after fome fainting, he faith, AW / fttl y I be- 
tnvc, I enjoy, I rejofce ! and turning to Mr.Blair then 
prefenfjhe Taid, ///«/•» manna J have Angels food ; my 
e esjhaflfet my Redeemer , I how that he /hall ftand at 
the latter day on the earth, and I jhall be caught up in 
the clouds t: meet him in the air, And afterwards hath 
theft words, J flap in Chrift, and when I awake, I 
fall btfausfied with his likenefs. 0 for arms to embrace 
bin I and to one /peaking about his painfulnefs jn the 
mmiftry ; he crycth out, I difclaim all ; the port I 
be in at, is redemption and forgivenefs §ffm 
tfaughbii bind. And thus full of the Spirit, yea, 
aVfcwcrc, overcome with fenub'e e"pyment» he 
breathes out his foul. His kft * ords facing Glory, 
Glory, dmllitb in Emmanud's land ! gjxTH 
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r SIXTH Witnefs is that convincing appearance of ■ 
on extraordinary and Apoftolick fpirit on fame of thfc 
inftruments, whom theLord raijed up in thefe lall times* 
and thofe great endowments wherewith they were fent forth 
for the fervice of theChurch,and the overthrow of the king- 
dom of Antitbrift : a truth which, wemuft fay, if not 
in fuch meafure, yet hath been no lefs evident, than 
fjn thofe primitive times, wh£ti the Chrift ian Church ' 
was planted. 

It is clear, that extraordinary gifts & endowments 
have been given, forth to the Church under the New 
Teftament, for with thefirft dawning of the Gofpel 
there were both Apoftles,& Prophets rai fed up. It can- 
not be alfo denied, that fince the Cannon of the Scrip- 
ture wasclofed, yea, in thefe late ages, there have been 
very extraordinary men given to the Church, who 
had fpecial revelat ions from the Lord, of his mind ar- 
bour things to come \ which though we fliould not 
now look for, yet wherein did the Lord remarka- 
bly condefcend, when fome great piece of fervice, 
and neceflity of the Church did more call for it. And 
truly thefe were led in no other path than that pf the 
Word \ though they had a more fpecial difcovcr jp 
^and immediate inbreathing of God's mind, as to '' V 
$ Implication thereof in particular cafes : neither did 
they prefs upon men's confcience, to credit the hmc, 
but were motf cautious, witnefiing much humble fa- 
itiet) on that account. 

Tltis known, what extraordinary inftruments how 
Wonderfully called and qualified, Luther, Zumg- 
lius % Calvin, IVijkart, and Knox were, whom 
God fent in thefe latter days to grapple wish 
Anficl.rilt, and found a retreat to his Church fjptn 
Sabylsu \ like wife Melanihon, Beza^ Bue;r > and 
^ Martyr, with divers xnEngland, fuch uLatihhTyHid^ 
fiy, Bradford, <lfc. who indeed were burning 
iud fljirijng lights in their time, mi£h;j ; m the Scrip* 
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ture, fervent in fpirit, were cloathed with the power 
and authority of God, before which the World 
could not ftand. But befides thefe famous wit- 
nefles, of whofe life we have fomething this day 
on publlck reco- ft I muft here crave liberty to fet 
down a few mor% more late inftances of our own 
Church in Scotland, to confirm this truth ; fuch as are 
but little known to the World, nor any thing of 
their lira pubJifhed, which I think a great lofs to 
after-generations \ who, we may fay (and this with 
a warrant and in fobriety } were men truly extra* 
§rdinary t eminently ferviceable in the work of the 
Lord, yea, of a Prophetick and Apoftolick Spirit, 
and fuch who through grace did not even come 
(hort of the fir/l three j I mean not only thofe before 
mentioned, but alfo fome of thofe great lights, who 
were in the fir II age of the Church after the afccnfion 
of Chrift. 

I. lihall inftanccMf, John Weljh, whom the Lord* 
called forth to the miniftery at Ktrchubright in Gal- 
loway, and afterwards was tranfported to theChurch of 
Jfir, whom Mr. Rutherford in one of his books called 
that heavenly Prophetical and Apoftolick Man of God, 
and ftieweth that from the witnefles of his life, he had 
this account, that of every 2* hours he gave ufually 
eight to prayer, if other neceffary and urgent duties 
did not hinder ; yea, fpent many days and nights 
which he fet apart, in fafting and prayer for the con- 
dition of the Church, and the fufferings of the refor- 
med Churches abroad* I can alfo add this, from very 
fare information ( and truly about any of thefe parti- 
culars, I ferioufly ftudy to have fatisfy ing grounds 
of the certainty thereof ) that it was his ufa^e even in 
the coldeft winter-nights, to rife for prajer ; and of- 
trmeshis wife, who was an excellent woman^ hath 
rifen to feek after him, where he hath been ton rd- 
Jjing on tha ground weeping and wreftling iwrb 
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e Lord ; yea, fometimes he would have been much 
of the night alone in the Church of Aire on that 
c count. One time efpecially his wife finding him 
vercharged with grief, he told her, he had that ta 
prefs him, which (he had not, the fouls of 3000 t9 
anjwer for, while/} he know not how it was with 
many of them. And an other time whileft ihc found 
him alone, his fpirit almoft overcharged with anguiih 
and grief, upon her ferious enquiry, faid, that 
the times which were to come on Scotland, were 
heavy and fad, though fhe fhould not fee them, and 
this for the contempt of the Gofpel. 

Whileft: he was prifoner in the Blacknefs, in a let- 
ter to a Chriftian lady, he giveth this account, What 
large joy he had* to fuffer for fuch a truth, that Jefus 
Ch ili was a King, and had a vifible Kingdom in the 
World, even his Churchy which was as free to keep its 
Courts, and exercife difctpline by vertue of an intrinfick 
power from Cbri/i, as any Kingdom en the earth, for 
which he was ready to lay down his life, yea, would re* 
jwe to be offered up* facrifice on jo glorious a truth. 
In the clofe of that letter, he doth alfo forewarn, that 
judgment was coming to Scotland, which Jhould he blood, 
fir/l by an inteftine fword, and then by the fword of a 
ftranger, and that a great faenfief Jhiutd he there, both 
of great men, and mean, The fulfilling whereof hath 
fincebeen very fenfible, and is known by many ai.w, 
who had that letter long before the late troubles 
begun, Whilft he was thus prifoner, fevera! remarka- 
ble pafiages I have had confirmed by divers worthy 
of credit, fome of whom fliewed me thev had rhem 
from thofe who were moft familiar with the perfons 
themfelves; they are indeed Grange, but wc muft 
alfo confider he was an extraordinary man. 

The firft was this, that one night whileft he did 
expound the Scripture after his fupper, in the priftm 
I as his cuftom was ) whileft he with much 

power 
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\ power and authority was preffing Lome the truth, 

one of the company who had Some cbige in the 
Caftle, fell a jearint* ; which Mr. Wdjh obfervjng, 
I ft ant * fook\ngezmcftly to him, did preftmtiy c]ofe the 
H Bible, and c$afe, and a little after having a drink in 
his hand, be faith to a friend at the table before all 
that were prefcm, Then is one fo profane and grefs, 
mmm tis to contemn and wQch at the ward if the Lord, 
ht ere a little Gsd frail fmite him with a remark- 
mm ^ fitch of Lis judgment. Winch accordingly 
B9K ' fcHout, to the ailoniihrnerir of the company ; for that 
wan did prefently drop down to \bt ground, and 
mm died. A lady that was then Popifh. bdng prefent by 
icafon of a friend of top's that was prifoner in the caf- 
1ft ile, was'fo moved therewith that it proved an help to 
I" 1 j nfc;-:-c ^.vctfion. 

The otter paflage is this, pne John Suwafd y zti 
■if tnriiient Chrihia*, who lived at Air*, having come 
WjjjjL to vilitMr, Weljb in prifon, found nim in a more than 
Hn oidinary way uoubted and fad, and upon his en- 
quiry thereabout, he faith," Jvfa % ye fhotld not 
f li i'cic "o hom£ to A-tfij fcr t? ague of G^>d is 
Kl| broke;: out in that p!acc,and c;u r e J»g£ K**n/dy pro- 
M|B ve8 of that town ( who was alio a very lingular Chrif- 
Hf tian) to convene the people to the in cess, and pray 
, ) i to.a!;LT : ^"d the Lord fhall hear Hugh Kennedy ,and 
1HL nmo'/e that ftroke. This at the fir it did fcmethiflg, 
Ditif i.Uonifli 1 tie laid John^ and put him to queftion its 
HB truth having fc lately come out of that' place : but 
||' gtfcu return found it fo, and accordirfply in every- 
mm thin* ft fell out as the man of Go.d had Ihcwed, 
mm After his banifhment, to .which the.fwjmg did 
MM chin* e the feotence of death part up-.n him ar / ; - n - 
(Hfi es he in a very fhort time acq-iird trie trench 
twue, with, fuch'a facility therein, as was thought 
I] K ftraVige by thofe who ki\ew it, in his com- 

mentary on the Ephefam, fets 4qwM h » pajag 

Ti If ff-fciiiirti -ikr.!^^ 
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how being called to preach at S-viW, a famous Uni- 
1 verfity, yea, one of the moli Irntnea awaitprres m 
France, he did with fuch bolder* and authority 
preach, as though he »had been before the meaneit 
congregation : whereat Troehrig being iiftoniGied, 
could not but on his acquaintance withhirn queftion 
him thereabout, whence he had fuch confluence, and 
was fo little moved, wbilft he preached before Gran- 
gers, fo grave and judicious an auditory, and iu a 
' ftrange tongue ? To whom in a humble way, arona- 
more dejecled, than lifted up, he gave that aufwer* 
When he confide- ed his being before tbeLoRD, k th X 
he was delivering his meflaee, he could not regard, 
either great or fmal!, but all flem did then go out of 
his mind. 

W hi 1ft he .was Mi sifter at St t Jane do A \ a 
Proteftant town in f; Mw, where his Mtmtiry was 
much bfrfled with fuccefs, the civil wars did freak 
'out, where that city was twice befieaedon the i\ore- 
font intereft - y during which time uicfe r ?- ; : 
out moft remarkable : Qne wa?, the ty^vn Ix-in t; f/rfi 
ftraitcd, iwiy to be taicen^ the c ?.vifig 

, raifdd a battery,, and by a clofc approach had iu?At a 
•great breach in the wall, Mr. Weljh ht* :;reof 

j { who had mtich encouraged tl.e people, thfcf *eir 
adverfaries mould nor then prevail ) wesc bii^feM 
with the Canonler up the walls, and defifed j t !tl 
charge fuch a piece of cannon, and {hn^';, :>d 
fhsuid dircfi that jhrt and caufe h proffer . v.. rh 
accordingly did, to afionjfbment cf iookt r. 
inount that battery, and the Lord fo c-JcrH thingi 
after, that the King did parley on favour-, \i$ 
^ith the city, and did only hinifelf with his c 
come in without doing any violence. Anot^r 
rnarvellojs pafT^ge was this \ the : .H-)wit^ 5-t lf th 
ftjtiic 1 1 % ' i e ^ kJIv in r»hat place, fearing 
his iuzardj diU feriuuily deal with hiip, that he 

would 
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would forbear to go forth, and preach, the Court 
being there ; from which he by no ia treaty would 
be hindred, but fhewed them he would adventure 
to preach the word to his People, and truft the Lord 
with what concerned himfelf, bring more grieved 
at their fear and defpondence ; and that day had a 
very great auditory, both of friends, and other* 
who came upon the fame offuch a man j but in time 
of fermon, a great man of the Court with fome o£ 
the King's own guard was fent to bring him forth- 
with before the King* and whilft he was entring; 
the Church, which had fome difficulty by reafon of 
the multitude, Mr. Weljh did turn himfelf toward 
that entry, and defired the people to give way to 
cne of the great Pirn of France , that was coming in ; 
but after whilft he was coming near the pulpit, 
to execute his commiflion, by putting force on the 
Servant of Chrift, for bis defining, he did with 
great authority fpeak to him before all the people, 
and in th* name of bis Mafler Jtfus Qhrift tbargtd 
bftl* that bt would nit di/iurb the fVorjhip of Gsd ; 
Wherewith that man was fo affrighted, that he fell a 
fhaking, yea was forced to crutch down, and 
make no further trouble.—- A third pafTage no lefs 
remarkable was upon the clofe of Sermon, whiJIt 
Mr, V/tljh with much fubminaon went to the King, 
who was then greatly incenfed, and with a threat- 
ning countenance a&ed, What he was, and how he* 
durlt preach herefy fo near his perfon, and with 
fuch contumacy carry himfelf? To which, with due 
reverence bowing himfelf, he did anfwer. I am, Sir, 
the Servant and Minijhr of Jtfus Chrift, whofe truth 
I pnacbed this day, which if your Majtfly rightly 
knew, ye would have judged it your duty to have 
come your ft If, and heard : and for my d&firine I 
did this day preach theft 3 truths to your People. [1.) 
That man is falUn> and by nature in a loit condition; 
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yea, by his own power and abilities is not able to 
Kelp Wmfelf from that eftate, (2.) That tbtrt i$ no faU 
vation or deliverance from wrath by our nun merits , 
but by Jefus Chriftmd his merit atone. (3.) I did alfo 
preach this day thzjufl Itbertits of the Kingdom <f 
France, that your Ma jelly oweth obedient t to Chr'fi 
only, who is Head of the Church ; and that the 
Pope, as he is an enemy to Chrifl, and his truth, fo 
alfo to the Kings of the earth, whom hekeepeth under 
flavery to his ufurped power. Whereat the King for 
a time keeping filencc, with great attonifhment,turned 
to fome about him, and faid, Surely thh is a man of 
tied ! Yea, after did commune with him, and with 
great refpeft difmifled him. The year following, whilft 
the differences betwixt the King and Proteftant 
party did grow, that city was again befieged, taken, 
and in part facked as Mr. IVeljh did publickly foretell : 
at which tims, it is known, how the King paft a 
folemn order Jtox none Ihould in the leaft wrong Mr. 
JFtlfi, or any thing that belonged co him>under high- 
eft pains, and did after give a faft tonducl to him, 
for tranfprtrting himfelf to England, where he died j 
King James refufing his return to his own country, 
though earneftly petitioned by his wife, for her huf- 
band's health. 

During his ficknefs, he was fo filled and overcome 
Vitfc the fenfibie enjoyment of God, that he was 
fometime overheard in praver, to have thefe words, 
Lord, hold thy hand, it is enough ! thy ftrvam is a 
tlay vefjU, and can hold no mart ! 

II. I fhnll alfo here inftancc Mr. Robert Brua,vjho 
W a verv extraordinary wa\- was called to iheMimftry, 
having Ua a long tine followed the IttJyof the Law, 
both in ;bis country and in Franct, yea, had frme 
■^m! 'e cxned a place ^mongft the Lord's of the 
1^ fcsfethfci bdng t5en a confiderabie Barron, 

who 
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who had many friends : but a more prefling and ir« 
rcia:;b!ccaJI from God did other wife determine, 

Whilft, he was in the Miniftry at Edinburgh, he 
Hiined as a great light through the whole land : the 
power and efficacy of the Spirit moft fenftbly accom- 
panying the word he preached, he was a terrour to 
evil doers : and the authority of God did fo appear up- 
on him and his carriage, with fuch a Majefty in 
his countenance, as forced fear and refpeft from the 
greateft iu ;he Jand,even thofe who were moft avow- 
ed haters flinefs ; yea, it was known, what an 
awful imprefli^n King James had of him, and dW 
ence^ive at teftimony before many, that he 
jW^dMr. Bruct was worthy of the half of his King- 

It Wu? a man that had much inward extrcife about 
his own perfonal cafe ; had been oft affaulted about 

that great foundation of truth, if there was a God ; 

lihich coft him many days and nights wreftling, 
and when he hath come up to the pulpit, after being 
fomenmcs filent, which was his ufual way, he would 

•CiV, I think it is a great matter to believe there is a 
Cod. ; telling the People, it was an other thing; to be- 
lieve that, than they judged. But it was alfo known, 
by his friends with whom he was familiar, what ex- 
Xxz^v^xy confirmations he had from the Lord there- 
in, w! at near familiarity he did attain in his fecrct 
converfc with God : yea, truly fome things, I have 
had from pcrfous worthy of credit thereabout, would 
m (b itrange and marvellous, that I forbear to 
fcf 'hem down. flBFlV J 

The g eat fuccefs o r feis Miniftry at Edinburgh 
InvcrtefsyAnd other places whither provider cc cal- 
ico hirn ? is abundantly known. Whit* he was coiri 
firndat Invcrnefs, that poor dark country was mar-, 

- vclloufiy er.lighinedjjnany brought iu «o Chrmfll 
hfc Miuiilry, afl<I a fud ibwn in thtic pkecs, 9fticm 
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jjreven to this day is not 'wholly worn out. I fr>.vl here 

, fet down one pafiage of famous Mr. HMerfoti,who 
> at his ftrft entry to the Miniftry at Leuchars, was 
very prelatick, 'and by the fiifbop of St, Andriw* 
brought hi againft the paiifri's confent, fo that on the 
day of his admilTioh, the Church doors being (hut 
; by the People, they were forced to break in by a 
- Window to gee him entrance. But a little afrer this, 
upon the report of a Communion, where Mr. Bruct 
was toheIp,'r;e would needs from a longing he had 
to hear and fee fuch a man, go fecredy there j and 
placed himfclr in a dark part of the Church, where 
he might not be known : when Mr. Bruce was come 
to the pulpit,he oid for a cenfiderab'e time keep filtnee, 
as his mantr was, which did fome way aftonifh 
Mr. Henderfcn, but much more when he heard the 
•fir ft word* wherewith he begun, which were thefe, 
He that ccmcth not :n by the door, but cUmbcih up ano- 
ther way, the fame is a thief Ltd a robber, Which did ha 
the Lord's bleffincat the very pitftnt take him bv the 
heart, and had fo" great an impreifion on him, that 
it was the firft means of his converfion. 

He was one that had the fpirit of difcerning in a 
great mealure, tit prophetically fpcakof many things' 
,* ni £ h afterwards came to pafs yea, which I had 
gUtefted by fober and grave Chriftians, who were 
familiar with him, that divers perfbns diftracled and 
NBfthofe who were pallidal! hope of recovery in the 
falling ficknefs, were brought to Mr. Bruce dr.d afc<* 
prayer by him in their behalf were' fully recovci 
rhis indeed imy feem ftiange, but it is a'.:, :« a « • 
Mr. Bruce was a great wreiiler, who had mere thai! 
winarv familiarity with his Matter. 

A ! ilk before his death, when he was at fLdin- 
l5^' ' 2nl Cl ri *'f h w-akne^ kepr his chamber* there 
* * < >f divers godly Mini(lxrs at thaf time 

p^w*,ci: icuv ifCQul grouod of the Church's con- 

cernment, 
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comment, who hearing he was in the town came to- 
gether, and gave him an account of the adtings of 
thofe times, the Prelates then defigning the fervice 
book : after which Mr r Bruce prayed, and did therein 
tell over again to the Lord the very fubftance of their 
difcourfe, which was a fed reprefentation of the 
cafe of the Church, at which time there was fuch an 
extraordinary Motion m alt prefent, fi fenfihle a 
downpouring tf the Spirit, that they could kardty 
contain ikemfehes \ yea, which was moft ft range, 
even fame unufual motion on thefe who were in other 
fans of the houje % not knowing the caufe at that 
very inff ant. One Mr. Weemes of Lotbaker being thcii 
occasionally prefent, when he went away, faid, 0 
faw f range a man is this ! fir be hocked down thi 
Spirit of God on us all This he faid becaufeMr.i?r*rf 
did divers times knock with bis fingers on the tttMe* 
I had this from a worthy Chriftian Gentleman, in 
whofe mother's houfe this was. 

He was deeply afFe&cd with the naughtinefi and 
prophanity of many Mini&ers then in theChurch,and 
the unfuitablc carriage of others to fo great a calling; 
and did exprefs much his fear, that the miniftry of 
S otland would prove the greateft perfecutors of the 
Oofpcl that it had. If there were a full collection of 
thole remarkable paflages, which have been known 
to others in his life, it would tunher witnefs what an 
extraordinary man that was. I {hall only (hut thii 
Up with learned Diitekvius's teftimony, in his Pre- 
face to his Aitare Damafenum: Robertus Brufius,/^ 
genere t$ virtue mbilis y rnajtflate vultus venerabihs f 
quiplura animarum tnilliaChrijh lucrificit; cuius anima, 
fi ullius mortalium (abfit verbs invidia) ftdu in cceteftt* 
bus : anima mea % cum anima tuai Brult^ fi ex attend 
fidt effet pendendum, 



111 Mr. 
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III. Mr. Davidfon, Minifter of the Gofpel at 
Ealt-Prejioun, may be truly here inftanced as one 
of an extraordinary, prophetkk Spirit, who was 
likewifc eminently zealous and faithful for his 
Mailer in a time of the Church's defection ; as 
Li:hck-vius in that forementioned preface terms 
him, Cato et confians Cato fui temporis. He did then 
forefee Prelacies breaking in upon the Church, when 
King James were premng the fetting up of Superin- 
tendents under a very fpecious pretext, and was for that 
end himfelf prefent at the Affembly in Dundee, hav-< 
ing engaged many, alafs too many ! to confent 
thereto, but Mr. Davidfin with great boldnefs rofe 
up, and warned the affembly of the hazard, and told 
them he faw the knave Bijhop, with his mitre, com- 
ing in under that mafk, yea, did folemnly in his 
own name, and name of the Church of Scotland, en- 
ter a protection againfl; that ftep of defection, and 
their yielding up in fo far the liberties of the Church, 
to pleafe men. 

VYhilft he was Minifter at Salt-Prefloun, the build- 
ing of aChurch was by him much endeavoured, which 
he dkj advance much out of his own private intereft ; 
toy Lord Nnvhatte who then had a great intereft in 
the Ruifli engaging to help it forward : from which 
he after refiled, and thereby fruftrated the work, 
Wneieupon Mr. Davidfin told him, thefe walls that 
were then begun to be buiided, fhould ftand as a wit- 
ness cigamft him, and that ere long God mould root 
out him and his eftate out of that Parifh,and he mould 
»ot have a piece of land in the fame ! which ihortly 
Suer ha J a vifible accompliftment. It was very 
^ from many pafl'ages of his life, that thi ftirtt of 
to'Urd was in an extraordinary way with him. Some 
« thofe which have been transmitted from them 
*»u particularly knew the fame are indeed moll wor* 
% of a remark, 
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At a certain aflembly of theChurch^Mr.^fl Spstfi 
wood h Mr. James Law, who were then entered in- 
to the miniftry, were procefled for fome grofi afts 
of prophanity : where Mr. David/on finding the 
suTerably too caiy to pafs the fame, in regard of 
their parts and gifts, only with a rebuke, he did 
with much vehemency Jprefs their depofition ; and 
after being crofled therein, faid, You will needs /pare 
theft two mm % whereat I am grimed) but the time 
is coming when they jhall trample upon your nech 
end upen the Church of Scotland. And it is well 
known what an accompliihment this prediction 
had. 

Being with Mr. Bruce one time at dinner, who 
was then in great favour with the King, he had thefe 
words in giving thanks after meat. Lord, thy fervant 
here is now a great favourite eftheCourt,and in much re- 
fpicl : but he Jhall be within a little as much pcrfecuted as 
he is now in favour, and go down the jlrtets, when many 
who have him this day in efteem will not give him a falu- 
tatisn. Which was very manifeft afterwards. And at 
another time, whilft Mr. Robert Bruce and he were 
dining together in the houfe of one of the Magiftrates 
of the town, who was then a cordial friend to 
godly Minifters, he did alfo in his plain and free 
way break forth with thefe words, whiift he was 
giving thanks, Lord % this goed man hath refpeel fir 
thy fake to thy fervants, but he little knoweth that in a 
/hart time he muft carry us both, who are here to prifon^ 
Which words did much trouble that honeft man, tho 
afterwards it came moft exaflly to pafs. 

There is -one more remarkable paffage, which j 
fliould fear to fetdown, it is fo ftrange, but that I 
had the fame confirmed by forne worthy of credit, 
who fhewed me, that from thofe that were prcfent, 
and familiar ythhMr.Davidfon, they had it related. A 
Gmltman nearly related to a great imtiy of that P*; 
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rifli, but a molt violent hater of piety, did upon that 
account beat a poor honeft man who lived there, ha- 
ving not the Jeaft ftiadow of a provocation, and a- 
inongft other fore ftrokes gave one upon the back 
with thefe words, Take this for A/r.Davidfon's/a*?, Af- 
ter which the honeft man was for a time forced to 
keep his bed, and complained moft of that Ifroke, 
which he gave him on the back, as that which he 
felt more than all the reft ; but the Sabbath Mow- 
ing, Mr. Davidfin fpeaking in the clofe of his Ser- 
mon about the oppreffion of the godly, and enmity 
Which wicked men had to fuch, did very particularly 
touch that late inftance, faying, It was a fad time, * 
propane manivould thus openly adventure to vent his rage 
Cgatnfltbofe who were feekers of God in the ptace.whitfi 
be could have no caufebut the very appearance of his imarr 
and with great authority faid, He who hath done this' 
were he the Laird, or the Laird's brother, ere a fewdayt 
pafi y God jhall give him ajlroke, that all the Monarch 
of the earth dare not challenge. Which was then pub* 
hckly known how in the clofe of chat week,Aandine 
before his door, he was Ihuck dead with a thunder-boil 
ana ait his bones crufhr. 

A little before the death of this great Servant of 
Umtt, having an occafiona! recounter with Mr. Jd* 
A>, a young Gentleman who was lately come from 
trance, and had then no thoughts of the miniftry, 
but was in a very courtly drefr, Mr. Davidfin did in 
a folemn way charge him tocaft off his fcarlet cloak/ 
and lay afide his gui ded rapper, and take him to his 
book, For you are the man, fays he, wfo is to fucceei 
me m the mtntliry at thu place. Which, fo very afton- 
Jing to that Gentleman for the prefent, yet accor- 
*ngly felt out he did immediately f gcC eed him there, 

^hohadtheftmefrom thef.idMr.^A^canwitneG: 
T 2 IV. Mr. 
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IV. Mr, Patrick Simpfon, who was once Minifler- 
of Cramond t and after tranfponed to Stirling, may 
be here alfo inflanced, as a very extraordinary man in 
the Church. In his youth he attained to great know- » 
kdgc in the languages, did much ftudy Greek and 
Latin Authors ; and gave this reafon to fuch who 
wondrcd he ftiould fpend fo much time in reading 
thofc who were but pagans, That he purpofed to de- * 
dicate all thefe jewels which he borrowed from the £- 
gyptiam, to the building of the houfe of the Lord. It 
i* known, with what zeal he did oppofe himfelf to 
the corruptions of that time. In the year i584,whilft 
there was an exprefe charge from the King, for 
acknowledging Mr. Patrick Adamfin Archbifliop of 
St. Andrews or elfelofe their maintenance, he did 
-with great vehemency appear againft the fame, tho' 
that man was his uncle upon the mother's fide ; and 
tome who feeroed willing to fubferibe thereto with 
fuch a condition, acceding u the Wtrd ofG^hy 
did gravely rebuke, fhewing them it could be no fal- 
vo to their conference, fmce it was repugnantta mad- 
W to fubferibe to any humane inititution accord- 
% to the word, when the word did exprefly con- 
.ifetnn the fame. It was alfo known, he rcfuled the 
' *>ffer of a Bifbobrkk, and afterwards of a yearly pen- 
fai from the King, which he looked on as a defign 
only to bribe his confeience, which Was more dear 
to him than all the World. And when that alfcmMy 
at Aberdeen was condemned by the State, hedid o- 
pcn!y own a*d avow the fame, and in a very folcmn 
marirtei denounced the wrath and judgment ot 
God agamft thefe accufers and conviftcM .of thole 
excellent men, at LMitbgcw> who flood for the 
liberty of that afiembly. That notable paper and 
P. U^tkm, given in to the P^ment ttoo 
? where Prelacy was further cftabhfted ) was by 
■him -penned, and out of his own hand - fcwn 
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'the Earl of Dumbnr^ fubferibed by many Mi- 
uifters of the Church, who were then there on that 
account. 

' His life was mod exemplary for piety, and faith- 
fulnefs in ferving his Matter \ which did preach no 
lefs to that part of the country wherein he lived, 
than his doctrine. One very remarkable paiTage of 
his life I do here adventure to fet down, having very 
fatisfying grounds as to the certainty of it, from thofj 
who knew the fame, and had a particular relation of 
all its circumftances from a grave Christian, who b&i 
it out of his own mouth, and likewifc bach it writ- 
tea under old Mr. Row oi Garnoci's hand, who was 
his familiar intimate friend ; it is this. rIisWifc,Afor- 
fba' Barron, a gracious woman, the wife of bis ymb, . 
foith whom ha had Jived in great love, fell iick, 
which proved her ja/l ikknefs ; when flic was fi;(t 
' fore Suited by the Devil, w(io prcflcd in. upon her 
tha; (&>> mould be gfven ever to his hand } a*id cf'ur, 
Jtdid refolve in s vifibte dirtrafllon, which for a tijt\$ 



grcwi>pon her fo that moft unlike to her former. 



i'way, the would haVe broke forth with 
►nd horrid exprefiions ; it did moft appear C 

Simpfin 



Bath- morning, 
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whilft Mr Simpfin was .^gul tig to 
I preach, and whiUt for a time he was .forced v/itjj 
a heavy countenance to fiand filent,he at laft LieckJ 
down, and grayed, which ftc did no ways rtgaidj 
hut a little after he turning to the company tha; wen: \ 
prefent, told them, be was fire that thpfi u * 
totttre witneffa of that fad four, flwld yet fie a 
wraaatis work ofGod&n this bh Servin^i and that 
the DtvWs malice againf} that poor \ wmun, jhctdd 
bavi a jhameful folL Her diftradion did ftii] cor- 
tinuc until the Tuefday, which w^s the 9 of 
Which morning at the very dawning cf it, he.gocth 
to his garden, and ftut the door beh>yl him, wtim 
formal]) hours he was aloAjf, but*a godly woman 
T 4 who 
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who that night was with his wife, Helen Garner ^ wife 
to one of the Bailyes of Stirling^ being apprchenfive 
of his hazard, through his grief and fatting, could 
have no reft till {he knew his cafe, and by fome help 
climbed up, and got into the garden, but on a near 
approach to that place, where Mr. Simp/on then was, 
fhe was terrified with an extraordinary noife y which 
through fear made her fall to the ground : it feemcd, 
as fhe related after to others, it was like the noife of 
a great rtijhing of multitudes together, and therewith 
fuch a' melodious found, as did make her know, it was 
fomething more than humane , and turned to prayer, 
entreating theLord would pardon her rafhnefs, which 
affe&ion to his Servant* who had been the infirument, 
of her good, had carried her to. And after, going for- 
ward, finds him lying upon the ground ; it was with 
much intreaty, that he did then reveal himfelf in that 
particular, until (he promifed fecrecy, not to fpeak 
it to others fo Jong as he lived but had his allowance 
if fhc ihtjidd furvive him : which promife flic kept, 
but after his death* did relate it to thofe from whom 
I have had this.; he faid, 0 what am /, being duft 
and ajlei) that the fofy Mini firing /pints Jhouid be ftni 
by the i0 deliver a meffage to me ! and fhewed 
he had a vifion of Angela who did with an au- 
dible voice-jiive him an anfwer from the Lord, of 
Jda wife's condition, and coming over to his houfe, 
he faid to all who were prefent, Be of good comfort \ 
for ere ten hours of this day t I am fure that brand jkall 
*bc plucked cut of the fire t After which he went to 
* frayer at bit wife's bedfide, where for a time (be lay 
quiet, but whilft he mentioned Jacob's wreftling in 
prayer, fhe fits ftraight up in the bed, carting afide 
the curtain, and fayeth, Thou art this day Jacob r %vho 
haft %vreftled y & alfo prevailed : (£f new God hath madt 
good his words y which he fpake this morning to you j for 
I am plucked out of the bands ofSatanJJhejhaU have no 
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power ever me. Which interruption made him for a 
Ipacefilent, but after with great melting of heart 
proceeded in prayer ,and magnified the ric.hcsof God's 
love towards him ; and after prayer there was fwcet 
and Chriftian embracements betwixt them : yea, 
from that hour fhe did fpeak moft Chriftianly and 
comfortably, even to her death, which was on the 
Friday following, Auguft 13. 1 6oi« whofe hft 
words in the moment of her departure were with a 
loud voice ^Come^LordJnto thy hand si commend my fpirtf. 

After this, Mr Simpfon lived feveral years, fervent 
and faithful in the work of the Lord, & one who in 
private walk witnefled fuch mortification, that all 
who knew him, might clearly fee, his converfe wa* 
little in theWorld. In March 16 18. he hli f Niwfiall 
tbh month put an end to all thefe things ! And ac- 
cordingly, towards the clofe of it, was removed by 
death j at which time he exprefled much joy,bleffing 
the Lord /or his kindnefs, that he had not been per- 
verted by the finful courfes of thefe times ; & might 
fay, as the Lord led Elijah in the wildtrnefs,foin fome 
refpeft he had dealt with him all his life time. And 
having thefe words upon fome of his books writ- 
ten, Remember ', 0 my foul^and never forget the g of Ju~ 
$ujl) what confolation the Lord gave thee, and how he 
performed what he fpake f according to Zach. 3. 2, Is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire ? upon which fome 
of his friends fpeak in g to him about the fame, his an- 
fwer was, Abfu mibi gloriari in altquo^ nifi in Dcmino 
Deo meo ! \ 

Now, befides thefe great men, many others who at 
that time did mine as lights in the Church, may be 
here alfo mentioned j who were indeed fian of the 
firft magnitude, eminently 2ealous and faithful, 
and their Miniftry followed with much of the power 
and authority of God. Such as Mr. Andrew Mel- 
of whom it might be faid, he had the face 
T 4 of 
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of a lien in his matter's caufe, and feared not to 
fpeak before Princes and great men, when the truth 
called for it. Likewife his neveu, Mr. James Melvin 
that holy grave, and prudent Servant of Chrift, Mr. 
Andrew Dunkan, Mr. John Scrimger,Mx. Charles Fe- 
re?ne,Mx.JamesBalfure,&c,Ox\z paflage I (hall here fet 
tlown, worthy of a remark,of Mx. An drew Melvin, who 
being prifoner in the Tower, a Gentleman of his ac- 
quaintance, got accefs to vifit him, but found him 
in a fad deep mufe, about the defection of many 
Miniftcrs in Scotland, and did deplore the (rate of the 
Church there, having lately got an account of tbeir 
•way at that aiTemhly at Glafgow 1610. where the 
Earl of Dumbar had been aclive to corrupt divers 
with money : this Gentleman, defiring to know 
what word he had for bis own country, got no an- 
fiver ; but upon a fecond enquiry^ he faid, / have 
no ivor d to Jend, but am heavily grieved, that tkeglori* 
eus governement of theChurch a/Scotland JJjould be fo de- 
faced, and a Popijh tyrannical government jet up, and 
thou Mander/lon [for out of that houfe Dumbar was 
come, and he thus filled him,) Haflxhouno other thing 
to do Ibut carry ^w/w/flScotland fuch commijfions, whereby 
lie poor Church there is wracked: theLord Jhallbe aven- 
ged upon thee, and thou Jhalt never again go down for all 
thy grandeur ! Which words took fuch imprefiion on 
that Gentleman, that when he vvcnt fortb, hcdifired 
fome friends, who then waited to get a bufinefs at 
court expedited b)Dumbar y s mediation, that they would 
in time put their affairs to a ciofe, for he Vas 
pcrfwaded, the words of that favant of Cbnft 
Jbculd not Jail to the ground. And truly this did 
very quickly take place, that Earl being- fuddenly 
.fhuck by death, within a few months afier, and 
thus thrown down from the top of his gianceur, 
whilft he was bufie, perfecting that great houfe 
of his at Berwick, and had appointed a fumptuous 
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feaft for his daughter's marriage, even then did hit 
thoughts perijh. \ 

I (hall here but add one inftance more of one, 
whom we before-named, though not a Minifter, yet 
a great inftrument for promoting the work of the Go- 
fpel in the place where he lived ; and one we may fay , of 
an extraordinary fy\x\\,Hugh Kennedy, provoft oMir: of 
whom I would mention thefe two paflages, from fure 
knowledge. One was this whilft the Merchant Ships 
of that town were at fea, amongft whom his fon John, 
who was alfo a choice Chrift ian, was at that time, 
he did one night rife before the breaking of day, and 
came to the houfe of his familiar friend^W* Steward, 
defiring he would rife and go along with him to 
fome room. Whereat the faid John being excee- 
dingly aftonilhed, he faith to him ; It is no time to 
linger, let us go tray, for my fen with the refl of our 
friends now at fea are at this hour en the very nick of pe- 
riling. And after they had fpent fome time in prayer, 
he arofechearfully and fo\6,Now they are fafe! Within 
a little after, John Steward who had writ this down, 
with the day and hour, at the return of the Ships 
did moft particularly enquire, and found how it did 
anfwer in all the circumltances, and in that very hour 
of that night they were to appearance paft hope of 
. lafety upon a very dangerous place, and by an extra- 
ordinary unxpefted providence then delivered. 

The other is this, one day being for many hours 
alone in prayer, whilft fome of his Chriftian friend* 
did wait long for him, at laft with an unufual chear- 
fulnefs he came forth, and upon their enquiry a- 
bout his ftay, he told them, It was no wonder, for 
he had that day get mercy to him, and all his. And tru- 
ly it was very evident, that j,ot one of his Children, 
but there was laige ground of chari'Y, that lUy * ere 

T s ' V/, U 
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Whilft he was dying, Mc.Ftrgufon a godly Minif- 
ter faith to him, You have caufe, Sir, to be 
allured that the Angels of God arc now waiting at the 
ftoups of this bed to convoy your foul Into Abra* 
Azm'sbofom. To whom his anfwer was y I am 
fun thereof) and if the walls cf this houfe could fpeak^ 
they could tell how many fweet days I have had in fe- 
tret fellowship with God> and how familiar he hath been 
with my foul.—l (hall only addMr, Welfhh teftimony, 
in a letter from France to this great man : his words 
were thefe, Happy is that city, yea, happy is that 
Nation, that bath a HughKennedy in it } I have my felf 
certainly found the anfwers of his prayers from the Lord 
in my behalf 

(5 ) I.Reader,befides thefe more remarkable paflages 
which in the perufal of this treatife thou wilt find 
dropped apart, concerning the way of God with 
foraeof his more eminently faithful Servants, I have 
in this place caft together fome few inftances, which 
in the former im pre flion were not hinted. 

In the firft place, thou mayfr take notice of thefe 
two concerning that walker with God, great Matter 
Bruce, of whom fome things have been fpoken elfe- 
where: &/r/?,befide that biefled frame of fpirit which 
appeared in the'wbole of hts cenverfe, he endea- 
voured more efpecially whenfoever he was to appear 
mpubluk as an Ambaffador of Jefus Chrijl, to have 
JsLs Spirit deeply imprefled with the Maje/ly of that 
■God, of whom he was to fpeak, and of the high 
impkrtance 'w was to the fouls of men ,to have the m) fte- 
ries of falvation unfolded unto them, not with entic- 
ing words cf man f s wifdom but in dcmonilration 
if the fpirit andpswer ; without which this preached 
Gofpel, though in it (l\S the world of life, will never 
prove tie power of God to fahation. And therefore 
though he vws known to take much pains in feanh* 
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ing the Scripture, that he might know the mind 
tf?l' S M rtt °f God h Y M*p*ring fpiritual things 
wuhfpirnual, and in preparing appofite matter for the 
edification of his hearers, which he durft not ne^led, 
and wherein he durft not be ftiperScial, as knowing he 
was to fpeak of God, and afraid of the curfe threat- 
lied for doing of his work negligently ; yet this was the 
leaft part of his preparation- work, tire main of his 
buhnefs Jay in having his foul wrought up to fome 
futablenefi of frame for preaching the unfearchahle 
rtcbestfCbntftWd making manifeft themyftery of 
IheGofpeU,^ cught, that fo his Mailer by his 
< fervjee m.ght> of the travel of hit foul and he fatis- 
Jed And knowing, that the fuccefs of preaching de- 
pended wholly upon the prefence of God accompa- 
Jiymg thedifpen^ of Ordinances, his manner was 
to be much m prayer and Application in private be- 
fore h,s publick appearances, pouring forth his 
heart before God, and wreft ling with him, not fo 
^uch forafliftanceto the meffenger^ to the menVe 
One rnfW whereof take as followeth : Beinp to 
preachatafolemnoccafion, he was long in coming 
to the congregation, fome of the people beginning it 
be weary, and others wondering at his flay, the beHs 
being long rung, and the time far f pen t, the Beadle 
was defired to go fee what the matter meant : who 
coming to his houfe, and finding his chamber-door 

overheard Mr Bruce often with much ferioufnef. 
J protell I will not go, except thou go with me. Where- 
upon the man fuppofing that feme pcrfon had been 
With him, withdrew without knocking at the door ; 
who being afkedat his return by a Gentleman the 
caufe of h.s delay anfwered, he could not tell, but I 
%ofe ff«d he; there is fome withMr. Bruc^ho is 
Unwilling to come to Church, and he is fo preffin* 
an - peremptory 10 have them come along, that I 0- 
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verh^ar • proteft moft ferioufly he would not go, 
if the; tfi'nt not with him. However a little after, 
Mr, W came accompanied with no man, but he 
came \in the fulnefs of the bleffmg of the Gofpel of 
Chriff, and his fpeech and his preaching was in fuch 
cridence anddemonftration of the Spirit, that by the 
fhining of his face and thai fliower of divine influence, 
wherewith the word fpoken was accompanied, it 
waseafy for the hearer to perceive that he had been in 
the mount witti God, and that he had indeed brought 
that God, whom he had met with in private, into his 
mother's houff, and into the chambers of fur that con- 
teivedhim. Nay, he preached ordinarily with fo 
much life and power, and the word fpoken by him 
was accompanied with fuch a manifeft prefence, that 
it was evident to the hearers he was not dene at the 
work, but that in his flrivings to perfuade the things 
which did hekng to the Kingdom of God, and to 
prtfent every man per/eel in Chrift Jefus, he laboured 
thereunto driving according to his working whtch 
wrought in him mightily. For though he was no * 
Boanerges, as to his voice, being of a flow and grave 
delivery, yet he fpokewith fo much authority and 
weight ( as becomes the Oracles of God ) that fome 
of ihe moft ftout-hearted of his hearers were ordinarily 
made to tremble ; and bv having thofe doors, which 
formerly had been bolted againft Jefus Chrifl,as by an 
irrefiftible power broke open, and the ftcrtts of 
their heart made mamfefly they went away under 
conviffions, and cairying with them undeniable 
pi oofs of ChrijVs f peaking in him 7 and that God was 
, with him of a truth. £ ( 

The other paffage, which I prefent thee with, js 
concerning his death, Beiflg now aged arfd through 
inftmiiiy of body confined to his chamber, where he 
was frequently vifited by hi* friends ( to whom a 
converfation in Heaven and the abundant grace of § 

God 
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God in him had indeared him ) and being aiked by 
one of them, How matters now ftood betwixt God 
and his foul ! he ( with that fevcrity of foul, which 
is the effeftof the love of Godded abroad in the hearty 
and that plerophory, under which fuch walkers 
with God and workers of rightcoutjiefs as he 
was, are frequently taken off the ftage ) made this re- 
turn, When I was a young man, laid he, / was dili- 
gent, and lived by faith in the Son of God, but now I 
am old and am not able to do fo much, yet he cendefcends 
tofeed me with lumps offenfe. 

And that morning before the Lord removed him 
( his ficknefs then being moftiy a weaknefs through 
age ) he came to break- faft at his table j and having, 
as he ufed, eaten onefinglc egg, he faid to his daugh- 
ter, I think I am yet hungry ,ye may bring me another 
egg ; but inflantly thereafter falling into a deep me- 
ditation, and after having mufed a while, he faid, 
H4d> daughter^ bold j my Mafter calls me ! with thefe 
words his fight failed him. Whereupon he call-, 
cd for the Bible > but finding his fight gone, he 
faid, Cart up to me the eighth Chapter to thcRomanSy 
and fet my finger on thefe words, / am perfwaded, 
that neither death norHife, &c. Jhall be able to feparati 
me from the love of God which is in Chrift Jefus my 
Lord, Now faid he, is my finger upon them I when 
they told him it was, without any more he faid, ffm 
God be with yeUy my children, 1 have break-faffed with 
you, and Jhall fup with my Lord Jefus Chrift this ?ii?be. 
And fo gave up the Ghoft, death ftmtting his eyes 
that he might fee God. Thus that valiant Champion 
for the truth, whom in his appearing to plead for 
the Crown and intereft of Jefus Chrift knew not 
what it* was to be daunted by the face and frowns 
of the higheft and moft incenfed adverfaries, was by 
his Mafter taken off the field as more than a conque- 
tor y and as the reward of much faithful diligence 

about 
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about the fouls of others, and much pains and fcrl^S' 
oufnefs about making bis own calling and tlttfim 
fun y had an entrance miniflred unto him abundant* 
iy into the everla fling Kingdom of bis Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift, ' * 

II. In the next place, Reader, I (hall in profecu- 
tion of ray defign, which is thy edification, hint to 
thee fome things concerning that burning and {billing 
Light Mr, John ffitlfh, whofc name is fo famous and 
favory for the great things which God did by him and 
fo; him, that I fhall much difappoint thy expecta- 
tion, if making mention of him, I fhould not ac- 
quaint thee with fome thing rare & extraordinary : and 
therefore, though it be befide my defign to give thee 
the full htftory of his or the reft of thefe great men's 
live*, yet that I may not altogether fruftrate thy expec- 
tation! take thefe few remarkable pajfages which fol- 
low. As fir ft, an eminently holy Minifter, yet alive 
and defervedly of efteem in (be Church of Chrift,told 
me from certain knowledge, that two men coming 
with packs of cloath to the town of Air from a neigh- 
bo%ing-place, &c, where there was yet no fufpi- 
cion that the Lord's hand had fmitten it with the 
pie gut> which was then fore in the land, the fentry 
at the bridge held them out, notwithftanding they 
j had a pafs, till the Magiftrate came ; who though he 
could not difprove their pafs, yet would not permit 
them to enter the rown, till he fent for Mr. JVcljb : 
So the Baylie bids them dif- burden their bcafts, till he 
confidered what was to be done: a little after, Mr JVelJb 
coming^ the Magiftrate fays to him, Sir, here are 
men come from fuch a place, we have heard of no 
plague there \ befides, they have a pafs from known 
Tien, what ftiail we do ? MvJVelJh made no anfwer, 
but uncovering his head, flood in the midft of the 
company which then followed him, and having his 
eyes directed to Heaven (yet fpeaking -nothing) near 
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4alf a quarter of an hour, at laft faid, 5uy/y, Caufe 
thefe men to put on their packs again and be gone ; for if 
God be in Heaven, the plague of God is in theft 
packs. Thefe men returned and opened their packs 
in Comnock ; and it was obferved, that fuch conta- 
gion was therein, that all in that village died, there 
was not a man left to bury the dead. 

He was famous in his generation for the power he 
had in prevailing with God by prayer and Applica- 
tion : whereof take thefe following inftances amongft 
the many which might be given. 

One is, that being on a certain night under an ex- 
traordinary preflure- of fpirit to go and pour forth 
his heart to God, he left his wife in bed, and 
going out to a garden, fpent moft of the night in that 
exercife( a thing fo ordinary to him that he ufed to 
fay, he wondered how a Chriftian could lie a bed ail 
night, without rifing to fpend fome of the night in 
prayer and praifc ! ) but his wife weary, at lair went 
to feek for him, but milling him in his ordinary 
place, went into other gardens, by fuch paflages as 
(he knew, at laft (he heard a voice, and drawing 
near to it, could hear him fpeak a few words, but 
with great force and fervency, mixed and accom- 
panied with floods of tears j which were thefe, 
O Gody wilt thou not give mo Scotland / 0 G&d, ivilt 
thou not give /n* Scotland ! — - She being weary, and a- 
fraid to interrupt him, went home, and heard not 
the dole. At laft became home, and re-eniring 
his bed, his wife began to reprove his unmerciful- 
nefs to his own body ; then afked him, what it 
was he was faying ? for fhe told, flie heard him. 
4 Well, faid he, you had better have been in your bed, 
but ftwieye heard, I tell. you, I have indureu a great 
figlit for Scotland this night, and hardly could I get 
jk remnant rcferved, .yet h$ will be gramuu 

After 
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After this he arofe another night, but went not 
out of doors, but in a chamber he travelled and 
groaned fo, as that his wife impatient did rife feveral 
times, calling him to bed ; but he waited his time : 
and when he came, flie began a modeft expostulation 
with him for tarrying. Hold thy peace y faid he, it will 
be will with us ; but J jhall never preach another preach- 
thing in Aire.-- And having fallen afleep, before hea- 
waked, the meflenger was come, who by command 
Carried him prifoner to the Caftle of Edinburgh* 

When he was prifoner in the Caftle of Edinburgh, 
the Lord Uc hi I try was Captain, whofe fitter was Mr, 
Weljh his mother in law, being John Knox's wife j 
Yet being much taken up in King James his Court, 
he took not time to be fo com I or tabic, to his coufm 
Wtljh as he fliould : But being convinced of his 
own unkind nefs, he caufed WWxJVtlfh to fup with him 

Ione night in the Caftle, where were alfo feveraJ o- 
ther Gentlemen j and amongft them a Popijh youth 
fit toward the lower end of the table j Mr. Wtljh 
being by the Captain fet at the upper end, entertained 
the company with grave and edifying difcourfe, which 
lit, all delighted to hear, fave this young Papift, who 
with laughter and derifion laboured to file nee him, 
HL which was little regarded by Mr. Weljh. But after 
flipper, while the guefts fat a little, this youth flood 
I up at the lower end of the table, and while Mr, Weljh 
. proceeded from grave to gracious entertainment of his 
Hff company, the youth came to that height of infolence 
[ m, wuh the Anger to point at him & with the face to 
ij make flouting grimaces, whereby he grieved the holy 
' M*n, (6 as on a fudden he was forced to a filence.-- 
Tne whole company, who had heard bim withde- 
I light, *<.refilent with him. Within a little, Mr. Weljh 
\h\ as moved 6 ■ the spirit or God, broke forth into ihefe 
IK vor ^ s 1 Gemlmen^ the Spirit of God is prmkii *c 
! (aiitji us ) and I fhatt intuatyou not to be afr aid to fee 

uhat 
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what God Jhall do among you before you rife from the ta* 
hie, fir he will finite fame one of you with death before 
you go hence. All were fitently aitoniihed, waiting to fee 
the iflue with fear. And while every man feared 
himfelf, except the infolent youth, he fell down 
dead fuddenly at the foot of the table, to fliew the 
power of God's jealoufy againft the mockers of his 
Spirit and of the offers of his grace. This Hiftory 
with variation of fome circumftances, is fet down be- 
fore. 

One day while Mr, Weljh looked out at his cham- 
ber-window in the Caftle, he happened to fee the 
Captain, and called unto him, faying, God fave 
you, my lord ! The Captain acknowledging his ne- 
1 gleft, and slicing foj> Mr, Weljh his welfare, defired to 
know bow he might fervc hira* In nothing, faid 
Mr, Weljh, if you be well t except you would carry my 
petition to hhMajtflyjntreating for liberty to preach iht 
GofpeL I willingly will, faid the Captain, therefore 
fend it to me. Nay, faid Mr, Weljh\ I am your 
Ktnfman, I Jove you fo well as to warn you not to 
tike it in charge, except jou refolve to deal truly in 
delivering it and in getting me an anfwer. I fhall 
bear the blame, faid the Captain, if J do it not, 
I befeech you, my lord, faid the other, undertake not 
^urslefs you mind to do it, for the hazard is 
Well, Uchiltry takes it ; but not coming in an 
opportune feafon (for he came when the King 
paflionately moved on another occafion) he thought 
not fit then to give it j & as at that time he deferred, 
fo thereafter he ne^leclcd, and at laft quite forgot 
to deliver it at all. For which. his heart fruiting him, 
he durft hardly be feen ofMr. Weljh for three months* 
Yet confeience forgetting as well .as he, he came to 
the fame place where Mr, Weljh at firft called him : 
And now Mr. Weljh afked, how he did, & what waa 
become of his petition ? The Captain furprifcd 

anfwered, 
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anfwered, I delivered it to his Majeily, but he was 
in a paffion, and it feems it hath fallen by, for I 
have not gotten an anfwer. Nay, my lord, faid 
Mr. Wel/h, you fliould not lie to God, and to me : 
I know you delivered it not,I am forry (my lord ) for 
your lot, I warned you not to be falfe to God ; and 
now I tell you, God (hall take your eftate and honours 
in Scotland, and ihall give them to your neighbour, and 

this in your own time. This troubled the lord 

Vchiltry, and came truly to pafs : for he being the 
eldeft fon of the good Lord Vchiltry, a reformer, was 
forced in his own time to quit all, and give both eftaie 
and honours to James, the fon of Captain James, the 
fecond brother, who was the, laft of that houfe. 

III. Concerning Matter John Scrimger, Minifler 
at Kinghorn. There was a godly Woman under hi* 

charge, called who fell fick of a very lingring 

ficknefs, and was all the while aflaulted with ftrong 
temptations, apprehending fhe was a caft-away (yet 
had (he not only given ground for charity, but her 
Chriftian convention for a Jong time had put the 
reality of the grace of God in her beyond debate with 
the more difcerning who knew her ) Mr. Scrimger 
often vifited her, while in this deep exercife, conferred 
with her, prayed over her ; but her trouble remained 
notwithftanding, and the terrors of God Hill lodged 
with her. When (he drew near her diflblution, fhe be- 
came worfe both in body and fpirit ; and fent for 
Mr. Scrimger, who at that time took two of his elders 
with him, and in their prcfence firft endeavoured to 
comfort her by exhortation and conference, then he 
prayed, and feeing her the nearer her end feemingiy 
the worfe, he made fome of the elders to pray, and 
again he himfelf prayed. But Satan ftill raged the 
more, and her foul the more removed from peace. 
Then he (at in a mufc a little fpaee, and faid, What's 
^KBv;, this ! 
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this ! our laying before her grounds of comfort will 
not do it, conference will not do it, prayer will 
not do it, we muft ufe another remedy. Sure I am, 
this is a Daughter of Abraham ; fure I am, lam the 
Elder - % fure I am, (he hath Jent for me. And there- 
fore in namt of God the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chri/l, who fent him to redeem finners ; in name of 
Jefus Chrifl, who obeyed the Father, and came to 
fave us : in name of the holy and blefftd Spirit, 
our Qiiickner and Sanfiiricr, / the Elder command 
thee a Daughter of Abraham, to be loo fed from theft 
bonds. And immediately peace and joy fuccceded. 

An Example it is of God's power in that time, to 
make our hair ftand, at the force of faith and boldnefs 
of Spirit ; rather than to be imitated by fuch as want- 
ing the ancient holinefs would rather have a Spirit fof 
miracles, than for falvation. 

IV. I (hall here infert fome fpecial and edifying re- 
marks of the life of that great and worthy fcrvant of 
Jefus Chrift, Mr. Robert Blair (well known to this 
Church, it being but a few years ftnee his death) who 
was defervedly numbred among the firft of thofe 

4 great and worthy internments, whom the Lord raifed 
up awongft us for carrying on the late blcffed refor- 
mation. Some of which I knew from himfelf (tbo* 
from much humble modefty he too much in thefo 
things concealed himfelf,and fhunned the fctting down 
thereof under his own hand, whereto he was much 
preiTed) but the mod of them I had from one of his 
fpecial intimate friends, and a grave and eminent Mi- 

\ nifter of this Church. 

L Jn his younger years, it was known, how much he 
outrun others in his ftudies, and gave thofe who knew 
him ground to hope, what after was feen $ the Lord 
wai pleafed to call him by the Miniftry of famous 

Trochrig 
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Trocbrig, in whofe hand ( thefe were his own words) 
did the Lord put the key that fir ft opened his heart. 
Upon his firft coming forth to preach, he by a remar- 
kable providence had Matter Bruce, whom you have 
formerly mentioned, to be his hearer ; and as I heard 
himfelf declare, it was his defire to have the judgment 
of fo great a man upon his difcourfe j whofe Cenfure"* 
he faid, he would never forger, it had been fo much 
blefled. Which was this, / found { faith he ) your 
Sermon very polijhed and digefied ( which was indeed 
eaile to one of his parts )but there is one thing /did mifs 
in it % to wit % the Spirit of God j / found not that. This 
grave Mr. Blair did often fpeak to others, which then 
took a deep impreffion upon himfelf, & helped him to 
fee it was fomething elfe to be a mmillcr of Jefus Chrift, 
than to be a knowing & eloquent preacher. He was for 
.fears years Regent in the co Hedge of Glafgcw ; where 
he made it his work,to train up thofe under his charge 
in theftudy of godlhiefs^s well as of humane learning: 
hut by reafon*of the prejudice of fome who had power 
in that place,he could nut long ftay.One paiTage whilft 
he was there, 1 did hear him rrjate ; upon the re- 
port of fome {infill oath to be prv^d up^n the Mailed 
of the college, he inquired at a fellow- Regent of his, 
Mir, Gawin Forfytb, what he would do in that matter? 
whofe anfwer was, By my faith , I mutt live. To whom 
Mr, Blair faid, Sir, / ivtilnot fwear by my faith, as 
you do $ but truly I intend to live by my faith. You may 
ehtffe your own way, but I will advtnture on iht Lord. 
That wretched man did continue, to whom the matter 
of an oath was a fmall thing, after he was gone : but 
which is worthy of a remark, many years after, Mr* 
fyth fell into fuch poverty, as forced his fupplicating 
cf the general affembly of the Church for fome relit f, 
where worthy Mr. Blair was then made choice of to 
prefide asModerater,& upon his appearance in that de- 
plorable Cafe could not fhun the obferving of that former 
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paflage,and upon his addrefs to him in private put him 
in mind thereof, though with great tendcrnefs, as 
he faid, not in the leaft to upbraid him in his low 
condition, but to let him fee that he had been truly 
carried through by his faitb t at which be formerly had 
fcoffed. 

After his being put from the college, he went to 
vifite his brother, then Minifter at Dumbarton^ and 
con feiTed that by the way he could not forbear finging, 
from joy in the remembrance of God's being with 
him, and helping him to be inftrumental in the good 
of the Youth, who had been under his infpeftion. He 
went after to Ireland, having received a call fr6m 
Bangor ; and upon the fight of land, his heart was fo 
immediatly made to exult within him for joy, that 
( as he faid ) he could fcarce bear the fame. Whilft he 
came near Bangof, he had a ftong impreffion born 
in upon him, that the Dean of Bangor was fid unta 
death and mould rife no more ; which at firft he re- 
jected, as an unpertinent fuggeftion j but going further 
on his way, it was with fuch power impreffed upon 
his fpirit, as forced him to take notice of it. When he 
came to the place, be found, the Dean was Indeed 
lying fick, and though a moft naughty man, made 
him not only welcome upon hi&viftt, but incouraged > 
hitn to hold on in his way, and told him he w;i to 
firccced him in that change; yea, he (poke fo unlike 
himfelf, and in a drain fo different from what was 
ufual unto him, that a Gentlewoman Banding by faid 
to fome others, an jfngeljs fpeaking out of the 
Dean's bed to Mr, Bkir ; thinking, it could not be 
fuch a man. 

He had been once troubled with an appearing of 
the Drjil t whM he was a Regent in the college j who, 
like a crooked boy that waited on him, ftoid upand 
langfced him in the face, whilft he was feiiousin h, : s 
ei^ter, and immediately jdifappearcd : but after, 

whilft 
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whilft he was at Bang&r, there was one in that Pa- 
rifh, who went to Scotland with horfes to fell, and 
at a fair he met with a man who at once 
was willing to buy them all ; but pretending he had 
not all that money atprefen^gavehim bond until Mer~ 
timefe : the poor man having no fufpicion, returns ; 
and near that time, going homeward from Bangor 
one night, his Merchant meets him, who was the 
Devil \ now fa id he, you know my bargain, how 
I bought you at fuch a place, and I am come as I pro- 
mifed to pay you the price. Bought me, faid the other 
trembling j you bought but my hoifes : nay, fays the 
t>evilj I will let you known I bought your felf,and to 
the poor man confounded with fear, faid, he muft ei- 
ther kill fome body, and the more excellent the per- 
fon were,the better it would be for him; elfe he would 
not free him, and particularly charged him to kill 
Mr. Blair* The man overcome with terror, and 
through the violence of that temptation, determined 
the thing, and went to Mr. Blair's houfe with a dag- 
ger in hit right hand hid beneath his cloak, & though 
much confounded, was moving to get it out : but af- 
ter Mr, Blair's fpeaking to him, the poor man fell a 
A trembling fo extreamly,that upon a further inquiry he 
[J freely declared for what end he was come, and told 
[ he had laboured to draw out his dagger, but it would 
not come from the (cab-bard, though he knew not 
what hindrcd it ; for then, when he eflayed to draw 
it forth again, it came out with much eafe. Matter 
*i Blair bleffing the Lord, exhorted him to chofe him for 
his refuge. He wa3 after threatned and much terrifi- 
ed by the Devil, but nothing more followed. 

After fome time in the Miniftry at Bangor^ he 
With others of his worthy brethren was Jiltnctd by 
the Bifhop ; and as he told himfelf, was in the 
Church when the Bijhtp (one Ecklint) did him- 
felf intimate the femencc. Upon which, Wis. Bhir rofc 
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lip publickly in the congregation, and with great Au- 
thority did cite the Bifhop to appear before the tribu- 
nal of Jefus Chrirt, to anfwer for what he was doing, 
contrary to his own light and confeience, again ft thofc 
whom he knew to be faithful Minifters of the gofpel: 
whereupon the man was fo aftonifhed, that he imme- 
diately cried out, I appeal from the tribunal of the 
juftice of God to the throne of his mercy ! To whom 
Mr. Blair replies ; Sir, your appeal is rejected: for you 
know, what you arc doing is directly againft your con- 
feience, which hath made you bear witnefs to us as 
the fervants of Jefus Chrift, A few months after, the 
Bifap fell fick ; and thephyficians inquiring about his 
cafe, he only could fay, My confeiena ! and fo died, 

Whilft under reftraint, he was by his brethren fenc 
to England, to deal with the King for their liberty. 
'When he was on the road, he was taken with a mighty 
fit of the (tone, which made him lie upon his horfe's 
neck, not being able to hold up his back ; which much 
difquieted him, as being a probable let upon fuch an 
important bufinefs. And in this pofture he turned to the 
Lord in prayer ; but immediately after, eflaving if he 
could poflibly lift up his back, he found to his afto- 
iriihment, his tormenting pain quite gone, and per- 
fect eafe, nor did it recur to him for two years alter. 
A few days after, in the fame journey, his horfb fell 
very lame ; which did in fome meafure trouble 
him, having no convenient accefs to provide himfelf of 
an other : and even upon this, didaddrefsto the Lord 
by prayer, that in fuch a flrait he might be helped, 
which he gracioufly condefcended to do, fo that the 
horfe was to his amazement healed, and without the 
lea it halt did carry him to London, 

Whilft he was there, he did eflay what he could to 
accompli fh his bufinefs, but could have no accefs to 
the King-, yea, fome who were his friends at court, after 
trial allured him,hchad no ground to hope in that mat- 
ter 
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tcr : yet he refolved to continue, and roll the bufinefg 
over on the Lord, for whofe fervice he was only im- 
portuning an open door. And one day having gone to 
Greenwitcb y where the court then was, being wearied 
with waiting without accefs, he retired into the park 
to pray, whereafter much wreftling with theLord,he 
was in a more than ordinary way brought ncar,and had 
fo clear a return, that he could not withftand the 
aflurance he got, that his way (hould bo fuccefsful : 
but the appearance thereof in an ordinary way being 
fo fmall,prelTed him to adventure humbly the afking of 
a fign from the Lord ; and immediately, after there 
being a confiderable wind that blew hard and made 
a noife among the bulrufhes that grew there, fo great 
a calm did prefcntly follow, that not the lead plant cf 
the ground did any ways move or ftir. He went thence 
to London, and within a few days in a moft ftrangc 
way had his petition prefented to the King^tid accep- 
ted ; yea, in St. James's park was particularly called 
fgr, where the King with his own hand did not only 
fign it, but wrote thefe words in the margin, which 
he directed to the Deputy, Indulge the education of theft 
Alinijlersjfor they are Scots- men. 

When he was inEngland y hc had a ftrange difcovery 
of his wife ( an excellent gentlewoman) her dying, 
and that (he was lying in fuch a bed, and a Chriflian 
friend of his particular acquaintance beftde her. Wken 
he come home, he found his wife in health j but a 
little after,fhe fell lick and died in that fame bed, with 
that friend fitting by her, and with all thofe particular 
ciicumftances. Thefe are but a few of many great and 
remaikaMe palTages in that excellent man's life, who 
was himfelf as great an obferver of providence as any 
in the age he lived in : and this he had notably verified 
in himfelf, which was an ufual faying of his to others, 
Obfrvabk things do follow them Vibo are given t$ obferva- 
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V. This feems an eminent inftance of the provi- 
dence of God, and worthy to be on record, that con- 
cerns the Laird of Raitb, of a known and ancient 
family in this country, who in the beginning of the 
reformation was a profelTcd Papili ; but the Lord di- 
recting that great fcrvant of his, Mr. Wi(bart,owt night 
very late to his houfe, who after fome repulfe from* 
a fervant got accefs to this Gentleman, and told 
him, He was come with the offer of the Gofpel o£ 
Chrift to him, and his family, if he would receive? 
it ; which was in that manner backed with the autho- 
rity of God, and his power on that Gentleman's con- 
fcience, that he moft kindly received Mr. fVtfiart % 
and told him, His offer Was welcome. And a little af- 
ter, this vifit was made fo fuccefsful, upon Mn* 
lyyharfs inftrucling him and his family in the truth 
that they publickly profefled the fame; and this wor- 
thy Gentleman evidenced his being truly taken by 
the heart. But fometime after, upon a fnare laid for 
him by CardinalB*/f0*,hewas feifed upon in theLainf 
of Grange his houfe, and thence* carried prifoner to 
the caftle of Edinburgh, and fo hotly purfucd by this 
Wretched man's rage, who then was in hisgreateftpaw- 
er, that in a fhort time he was fentenced to die ; 
hi% Lady's being overwhelmed with grief, upon her 
hu(baiu f s fuffering and the forfeiture of that eflafe, 
having five funs, befides fome daughters, to provide, 
<|id move him. But as one then much with God, he 
With much confidence told her, havinggotten this af- 
furance from that God, for whom he iuffered,conoer- 
niny; his houfe and poftcrity, that (he had no caufc 
to be troubled: for, as to her outward cafe,fte Ihould 
Jet live to fee the youngeft of her fons in a better con- 
dition rha 1 he had been himfelf. Which moft clearly 
Jell xr, and is well known to many in this time: his 
/'«•': / 1 .; went to France, was there raifcd to great 
lOftOi ; d upon his returning home, purchafed a 
V confiderable 
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confiderablc eftate, and was made Lord Mefah ; and 
which calls for a remark, bought a part of the Car* 
dinal's elrate, the then great inftrument of the prefent 
ruin of his houfe, which continues to this day. His 
third fon was Lord T wgland, as one of the judges 
of the Sejfion j and another of them Laird of Haihiil \ 
but, which was moft ftrange, the French King, 
(it feems moved from the great refpect he had, to that 
worthy Gentleman Sit Robert Melviti, the fecond 
fon formerly mentioned ) did, upon fome treaty with 
W, ptefs and procure the taking off the forfei- 
ture of that eftate of Raitb, whereby the eldeft fon was 
alfc reftored. And it is known to this day; in what a 
mcafure the Lord hath gracioufly witneffed his refpeft 
to that houfe and family, which now is injoyed by my 
Ld, i&/Ww,who,as he is by a continued fucceffion the 
defcent of that worthy Gentleman, who thus fufeed 
for the truth, fo it is hoped he mail be found walking 
in the flips of his truly renowned Anceflors,who walk- 
ed with God, and adhered to his truth, while forfa* 
ken and peifecuted. 

VI. I ftall mention, among thefe late inftances, a 
notable paflage oF an excellent man, and defervedly of 
great repute in his time amongft the firft f eftorers of the 
Gpfpd and of learning in France, after the reformati- 
on, which grave and famous Rivet fetsdown in a let- 
ter of his to his brother, and is fince hi^death printed 
in the French tongue \ which relation I mall give to 
thofe who have not accefsto that book,It is this, Jam 
ftfar, nativeofaftecpleinP/Vftfr^a moft faithful 
andeminent Minifter ofthe Gofpel there, did in the 
perfection of that time flee with others, and for 
' Tecurky retired to the Queen of Navarre ^etu* Ai ' 
hrct mGa fesint, who had him in high efteem : on a 
certain day the Queen did advertife him, (he P ur P 0 ^ 
to come and dine at his houfe, and for that end did 
invite fome learned men, in whofe conference the tool 
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much delight : at dinner Fabtr became exceedingly 
fad,and now and then fell out in bitter weeping ; at 
which the Queen complained, and inquiring the caufe, 
why he weeped whilft Ihe had come to be merry with 
him, he in the end faid,Moft ferene Queen,how can. 
I be glad, or make others glad, who am as wicked 
a man as the earth bears / And what is that wicked- 
flefs, faysftie, you have committed, who are known 
from your youth to have Jived fo holy ? He anfwered,! 
«m now the age of an hundred years, free from the 

» t touch of any woman, and remember not that I have 
committed what would burthen my conference, or 
make me afraid to leave the world ; except one fin, 
for which I am allured propitiation is poflible, And 
as (he preffed him to tell it,* whiift he could fcarce fpeak 
for abundance of tears, He faid, How can I ftand be- 

fibre the throne of God ? who having taught others 
in purity and ftneerity the holy Evangel of the 
Son of God, many of whom having followed my 
doctrine, have conftantly fuffered a thoufand tor- 
ments, k death it felf,& in the mean time I, an uncon- 
ftant Doclor, did flee ; and though I had lived long 
enough, and mould not have feared death, but rather 

t defired it, did yet withdraw, and thus cowardly 
tranfgrefled the command of my God ! Whereupon 

■ the Queen, as fhe was moft eloquent, did by reafori 
and example (hew him, this had befallen others of the 
holy fervants of God : and others there alfo, did add 
fuch connderations,as that he became more ehearfu],& 
fiid, there remains nothing, but that I go from hence 
to God, and after I have now made my Tetfaiflcnt, 
I have that impreJfion y 1 muft delay no longer, know- 
ing the Lord cetilsforme. After, he fixed his eyes on 
the Qrieen, and fa) s, Madam, I make you my heir : 
and to ygur preacher, Gerard, I leave my Books: and 
Wiy cloaths, and other things I have, I leave to the 
f -or. Whereupon the Queen fouling, afked, What 
V 2 then 
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then Mr. Faber lhall I nave i The car*> faid he, Ma- 
dam, to diftribute this to the poor, /t is well, faid (he; 
I/bicmnly profefs, this Legacy is more acceptable 
to me, than if the King, my Brother, had named me 
his heir. Thereafter they faw him more joyful ; then 
he faid, I have need of fome reft, be you merry and 
jo)ful, and in the mean time adieu; and having fpoke 
this, he turned bim over on a bed that was near ; 
where, as theyjudged, he lay fleeping,but was indeed 
fallen a fltep in the Lord, without the leaft fign of a 
previous indifpofition : for when they were about to 
awake him they found him to their admiration dead. 
Such was the end of this perfonage undoiibitably holy, 
,which the Queen of Navarre did her felf relate to the 
Eledor Frederick the fecond of Palatine, when he was 
fick at Paris, in his return from Spain, from the 
Emperor Charles the fifth, and it was communicated 
by a worthy Gentleman Hubertus Thomas, zco\in(t\\et 
of the faid Frederick's, who was prefent at this relati- 
on of the Queen's from whom Rivet had U written 
by him felf. 

VIL I (hall fubjoin two paflages worthy of ob- 
fervation, which concern a grave and eminently 
Vodly Minifter in the Church of Ireland, Mr. Andrew 
Steward, Minifter at Dunagor, which ( together 
with fome of thefe other remarkable inftanccs here 
mentioned ) were tranfmitted unto me from his 
worthy Son Mr. jfndreiu Steward, Minifter of Do- 
nackade ; who both knew the certainty of them, 
and washimfelTalfoagreat obferver of fuch confir- 
p...tions of the truth ; whom I cannot mention with- 
out forrow at the remembrance of the late rem'* :m 
of fo eminent and ufcfui a Minifter. of Jeiu* 

chrift. . ; *umak , 

Thcfr/} is an inftance r.nd evidence 0: < 
and prevalcncy of Prayer with God. On a / -ur.da* 
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^■er a communion where a great multitude being 
gathered, and thefe of the choiceft of that country, 
whilft as a Shepherd he was feeding his flock in a large 
place ( for the numeroufnefs of the hearers impoiei 
a neceflity upon him to preach in the field ) an horrid 
black cloud, and fearful to look on, hang'd directly* 
) over their head, which to all prefent threatned aftrangt 
pouring down of rain, whereby the exercife would 
I have been interrupted ; yea, fome drops were begun 
to fall : but Mr. Steward, then at great advantage in 
his own fpirit as to nearnefs with God, begg'd their 
leave to retire a little from the plact , and went to an 
other p3rt for prayer,and while he prayed, it was ob- 
fcrvably feen, that the cloud did remove half a mile 
off on the South hand, and there fell down in fuch 2 
mighty rain, that albeit it was the heat of furnmcr,the 
brooks fo fwelled, that fome coming too late to fcr- 
mon could not have pafTage over ; but where th tj 
were gathered, there was not one drop more. So that 
he went on with a full gale to the clofe of tht 
work, to the no fraall advantage and conviction of 
his hearers. 

W* Tncnext concerns his death. Being called to the 
1 buiialof that excellent man of God, Mr, JofiabWelfc ' 
Son of that great man formerly mentioned, who was« 
his neighbour- Minifter,hc flood fometi'rne at the grave, 
as a fad obferver of fuch a thing, and to fome who 
;were by, faid, Who knows who will be next ? Dut none 

I anfA-ering, he faid to them, / know! and thus 
turned away, and went home to Dun^cr oa 
foot, and entering into the Church did bolt the 
doors, where he tarried fome two hours ; and after, 
going to his boufe, he fell a fleep on his bed wtth an 
excels of grief, whence he never in health rofe afcain, 
bwt was buried that day month. When his Wife 
reiarneJ, whom he had left withMr. JVtlJb'i Widow, 
luf in piired, what he had been doing ? to whom be 
V 3 " faid, 
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faid, I have been taking my leave of the Church of 
Dunagor ; and I was there taking timber & ftonesto 
witnefs, that in my (hort time I had laboured to be 
faithful, and that according to my light I have r/- 
vealtd the whole counfel of God to the People. 
(How great a teftimony of the confcience was this!) 
After fourteen nights lying, Mr. Ridge a choice En- 
glifh Minifter there came to vifit him, and faid, I 
hope; Sir, you do not now rue that ye have been 
faithful. He anfwered, I rue nothing, but that I was 
too long in beginning (he mcanM his refilling, for 
Several years, a call to the miniftry, to which he 
had been much prefled) and I will tell you a ftrange 
thing, which hath helped mcto be faithful. Thefe laft 
feven years there hath not one day pafled me, with- 
out thoughts of death % and renewed fubmij/icn to 
it i yea, this made me negled my body, which ftould 
have ferved the Lord, as if it hath been mire in the 
ftrcct ; which now tioubleth me.--That night when 
he died v fcveral godly and grave Chriftians were with 
him i where for a long time he fell in a deep filence ; 
which ended with heavy groanings often reiterated : 
at lad a Cbriflian there defired to know, what t o :- 
bled him ? but he refufed to tell. At laft being urged 
he faid, I (hall tell } ou, My hair Hands, to benoW 
what 1 fee coming on thefe Lands (this was m the 

Year 16 u ) and bcin S further P u * ffcd > he fai(i > t 
lloidy wars of Germany (hall never be ballanced witn 
the wars of thefe three Kingdoms. What do you 
fpeik, Sir I faid one of the company. To whom he 
anfwered, The dead bodies of many thoufands,wbo W$ 
day dejpife the glorious Gofpelfhall He upon the earth as 
dung unburted. And whilft afked, what then toH be 
come of us and our pofterity ? He lifted up his vo.ee 
and faid, He that is for tbefword, to thejword ; be than 
for captivity^ captivity* Vhethat is for famine Jo famt^ 
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and God Jhall be avenged on thefe Lands. And whilft 
one faid, Is there no remedy i He cried thrice, No 
remedy, no remedy, no remedy ! Then he held his peace 
a little, and faid, 1 tell you what mu/l be ; The broken 
Covenant o/Scotland mu/l be renewed ; the Formality of 
Ireland mull be purged \ the prodigality of England 
Removed; &tbe fons c/*Saul mu/l be hung up before ibe^ fun* 
3y which laft word, none knew what he mean'd. Some 
of his own Parifh being prefent, aiked,What he would 
.fay to them ? to whom he replyed, IVo to //;^,Duna- 
fifcr/ for the nettled the longgrafsfiall be in greater plenty 
in thee, than ever were people to hear the Word of God. 
This the forementioned rclater faid, he was a witnefs to 
three years together after the late rebellion. They afk- 
ed, if he would have^iis children ? he faid, No be had 
done with them. And whilft they mentioned one of 
■ daughters, he defired to beforborn, and faid, She 
jbould fee glorious days after all thisl and then takes his 
wife by the hand (who having but a fourth night lien 
in of child, crept out of the bed to get and give a long 
farewel : to whom he faid, Thou haft in faith fvlnefs 
fuffred many things with me in my pilgt image, and 
now whenwith Jhall 1 comfort thee, my hve ! (think, 
' that he left her with four children, much debt con- 
TOa&cd whilft he refilled a call to the minirtr\\ and 
but 30 Shillings Steiling then todo all with) A father 
to the father left, a judge to the widow, isGad in hti holy 
habitation. As God is God, thou /bait never want, nor 
none of thine : but in all the fad days that are -corning 
i jgu Jhall be a wonder of merey in every place, wbi- 
tber you are earried, arfd not a hair of your head Jhall 
fall. W hich was to the conviction and edification of 
many fully accompliftied : which the forementi- 
oned relator does himfelf alfo atteft, though with 
much humble modcity, becaufe of his near rcla- 

W VIII. IB* 
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VIII. This paflage alfo I mult inftance,ofa remarka- 
ble providence to a grave & to this day famous Chirf- 
tain in our country,^*;* Stcward$TO\o& of/fir] who 
from his very )oung years did witnefs a refpeclto god- 
linefs. He had a considerable eftate left him by hisFa* 
ther : but having fo great a weight and impreffionon 
his (pirit, of the diftrefs and ftraitned condition of 
many good people whom he knew in the couitry, 
and love to Jefus Chrift and his truth having got 
the command over him and all his interefts, he did 
deliberatly call them (ai he had accefs) together in 
Edinburgh^ and having fpent fome time in prajer, 
took their folemn promife, not to reveal while he 
lived, what he was going todo: he fa id , he knew in what 
ftraits many of them were, to hold up the credit of 
the profeflion, and therefore he had brought a little 
money to lend each of them ; yet fo as they fbould 
never offer to repay ir, till he required the fame. Thil 
was not known until \m death, that fome of thefe 
found themfclves obliged to make' it known. £ome 
time after he had bellowed this money, the plagot 
having been fore in y//r, and trade much decayed, he 
himfelf fell under fome {traits, and fome of the pro- 
phane in that place begun to make it their buaft 
that Rtitgicn had made him poor, and his giving 
much to others like a fool had made him now want 
himfelf : the profiflion and the credit of it was alwajs 
this godly man's dailing, which made him quit the 
country at that time ; and borrowing a little money, 
he went over to France, that-he might the better con- ( 
ceal his ftrait. When he came to Roche I, the fa!t and 
other commodities were become exceedingchesp, be- 
caufe there had been no trading of a long time, on 
which he adventured to fraight a {hip, and load her 
upon credit: he himfelf came over the neareft u 
England, and thence to ///V, with expectation of the 
Ihip's return. But after long waiting he was infor- 
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med for certain, that his fh:p was taken by the 

Turks ; which became matter of great exercife to him, 
(not becaufe he knew not how to be aba/id, as well as 
bow to abound ; but fearing left the mouths of 
wicked men might fo much the more on this occa- 
4 fion be opened to reproach the profeflion )that for many 
davs he kept his chamber. At laft a maid, who had 
*heard amongft the people, thitJohnSuwara'sfhiDvns 
arrived in theroad,came runaing,& cried at the door, 
that his /hip was come : but he being at prayer, could 
not be moved from his Mafter's company, till he wat 
Satisfied, and then went forth and law it' was a truth. 
But as a further ground of prefent exercife to him, a 
WorthyChriflian and great intimate of his, John Ken- 
who for joy'had gone forth in a fmall boat to the 
lhip,was by the fudden falling down of a ftoim carried 
,by the (hip, and in the judgment of all that looked 
on, he and the boat were fwallowcd up ; yea, the 
ftorm increafed at that rate, that they feared the lofs of 
the fhip alfo : which did fo deeply affia this gracious 
man, that lor three days he could be feen by none 
under the weight of afuch trial. But at lair, having 
gone forth to viftt the widow fas then fuppt-fld) 

1 whilft with that family they were mutually witiiefling 
grief, John Kennedy immediately comes in ; who had 

.not been caft away, but by a ftrange providence the 
boat had been driven a far way to anotncr,p!at:c of the 
coait. Hcre,at once many mercies did meet ; he vended 
the commodities of the fhip; wjiich having paid all 
his debt returned him twenty thoufahd marks more 
to himfelf. Thus was that bread, cajl upon the waters 
and to appearance loft, after many days returned ; 
and this wiuieffed, that by liberal devices the liberal man 
doth Jland.—l muft add a word upun the 4ft* of this 
*onhy man. Whilft then his friends came to fee him, 
he oft uled this word, Be humble. And about his own 
«lie, At fiud, J go the way cfalljicjb ; and it flfcj be 

v 5 y*v 
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fome of you fault nothing of my welbeing ; yta> I 
tefiify, that exctft when I fopt^ or was on bufwefs 9 
I was not theje Un years without thoughts of God y 
fo long as I could be in going from my boufe U tbt 
crofs : and yet I doubt my felf> and am in great ago- 
ny, yea y at the kink of defpair. But a day or two be- 
fore he died, he turned his face to the wall, from com- 
pany, for two hours: & thenMr, John Fergujfon came 
in, a great and godly Minifter of that place, whoaflu-d 
what he was doing ? upon which he turned" himfelf, 
with thefe words, 7 have been fightings and working out 
my fahatfon with fear and trembling : and now I 
bUfsGod, it is perfected, fealed, confirmed ; and all 
fan are gone ! 

it is a memorable inftance, known yet to many 
in the north of Ireland^ of a choice and godly Gentle- 
lusman, when the rebellion brake out there, who fed 
with fome other per fons with her & three children, one 
of them upon the breaft : they had not gone far before 
they were ftriped naked by the/r/^who to admiration 
{pared their lives fit is like, thinking that the cold and 
hunger would kill them.) Afterwards going on, at 
the foot of a river which runs into Lnheach, others 
met them, and would have them caft into the river, 
JBut tlns^godly woman not difmayed, afked a little 
liberty to pray ; and as fhe lay naked on the frozen 
pound, gut refolution, not to go on her own feet to 
Juch an unjuft death; upon which havingcalled her, 
and me reTufmg, was dragged by the heels atong,that 
rugeed way to be caft in, with the reft of her compa- 
ny/ But (he then turned, and on her knees fays, Tou 
jhMd {I am fort) ^ChrifUans, and Men I fa you 
are ! In taking ansy cur mifer able lines, jou do us a 
fLafore: but know, that as tue never wiong*dpih 
nor yms, you muft remember to dye elfo yourjefocs, 
ardtnt day give an account of this cruelty } to thi 
Judge of heaven and earth. On which an iiifh pf «eit 
1 r ■ J O then 
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then prefent, faid, Let us not take their lives ; but we 
will put them into this Ifland of the lake, A boat being 
at the river, all theeight naked and without meat are 
turned into that Ifland : where after four days flay- 
ing, fome of the company died for hunger and cold ; 
but not this woman or any of her children, for fhe 
lived by faith, upon the word of God and not by bread 
enly. A day after, the two boys having crept afide, 
found the hide of a beaft, which had been killed, at the 
root of a tree ; which the mother and they endeavour- 
ed to get caft over them, then lying upon the fnow.Thc 
next day a little boat goes by, unto whom fhe calls, 
for God's fake to take her in : but they being Irijh 9 
would not. She defired a little bread: they fa id, r hey bad 
jione. Then fhe begs a coaloi fire,which (he obtained ; 
for fhe had feen fmoak in the boat. And thus with 
fome fallen chips made a little fire : and the boys ta- 
king a piece of the hide Jzid it on the coals ; and began 
to gnaw the leather : but without an exraordihary di- 
Tine fupport,what could this do ? Thus they lived ten 
days without/any vifible means of help : & that good 
woman profefTed, it was by faith and joy in God, that 
*4he did live; nor had fhe any bread,buticeor fnow; nor 
drink, except water : but fhe thought,God put mor<S 
fubftance into it, and found it as it were clammy, 
The next day a boat carried her out, to thi fide of 
the Band water ; where (he had yet been loft, W 
that fhe could not bear to fee her children tiie m 
her fight : and though the two boys were youn^, 
and fo ftarved, that they had no ftrengtb, fhe preflcii 
them to go out of her fight,under pietehceof their feek- 
ing fomey?r*, and bid them bend their face to" fuch a 
quarter, where in that defolate country fhe knew they 
could have no fire ; yet in fuch an extreme left room 
for God to work their fafety. The ptor children were 
no; able, and had not gone far befoie they fuw two or 

three 
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three great dogs, eating a man who bad been killed 3 
the children were afraid at the fight of the dogs 
(who needed not fear any thing, hut to live in fuch 
a condition) and one of them came running and lea- 
ped upon one of the children without doing him the 
Jeaft hurt, but fawned on them, and would run a little 
before, and then tarry 'till the children came up, and 
Jfo led them on to a boufe where fmoak appeared, 
Which was an irifh man's protected by the Englifh in 
jlntrum, by whofe means they were marvelloafly pre- 
Jerved, and the mother fent for and fuccoured by a 
jsartv from Antrum^ I would fhut this pafTage up with 
ibmething truly obfervabk about this gentlewoman's 
bujband : who was a fweet- humoured Gentleman, 
and godly, and one who u fed to frequent that famous 
Friday's meeting at Antrum before that rebellion brake 
cut j but being infnared by forme Armintans then in the 
.bounds, the worthy Minifters in that place, affer 
fome pains taken on him,could not prevail Mr.Bkir 
being there, had this word to a friend, who told it to 
a godly Minifter in, that place, from whom I had this 
pafiage, I am of opinion 5 that thiiGentkman Jhall eithtr 
turn penitent ,or mad, before many days. Which fell out> 
for he fellfo furioufly mad,that they were driven to tJie 
fieceflity of binding him ; and thus for a year conti- 
nued, though with fome more foier intervals, and 
then would Uwa'd his cafe. At the end of the year, 
being very furicus,he was taught of the devil, [but by 
an over- reaching providence of God] to feign himfelf 
fober,and intreared his wife to be rid of the manacles 
which was done \ and at the break of day fifing, he 
took the coverlet of the bed about him, and want 
with r dotation to drown himfelf in the river $ but 
when he was at the brink thereof, had this fug^efted 
to him, He was a fool to drown the covering, for it 
might be ufeful, which made lum go a little back, arid 
Jay it down at the root of a tiee, and then with full 
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jefolutton went to throw himfelf in : but this was fug- 
gefted to him again at the veiy brink, Were it not beft 
to pray, before I die ? On which he turned alitile.and 
falls down to prayer j but ere he had done, his wit and 
judgment was returned, with peace of confidence, and 
alTurance of pardon, in as large meafure as ever he in- 
joyed thefe in his life j and thus he returned in a fo- 
per frame to the aftoni&ment of his wife* 

IX. There is a ftrange paflage of Judgment, that 
among!! the memorable things of the providence of 
God I think worthy of inferring ; it concerns a 
'. Noble-matt in our own country ( whofe name, with 
refpecl to his houfe, I forbear to mention ) who for 
many years by blood and cruelty and oppreffion made 
himfelf a terror in that place of the country where ht 
Jived. One day his fecond fon, who after fucceeded 
to that houfe, by tbe> death of his brother, found a 
letter fealed and directed to his father, bearing the 
ftile of his houfe, and without any fufpicion whence 
it came, carried it up to his chamber : which that 
Lord breaking open, found it of a ftrange ftile ; ior it 
had thefe words, / fummon you ------ to appear 

before the tribunal of Gcd> and there a&fwcr for 
your murders, oppreffuns, &c. - Subfcrtbttur DlA- 
bolus. Upon which, he being imaged, drew his 
I fword, to have run his fon thorow,fuppofing it a con- 
fcived bafmefs by him but he efcaped, and was forced 
for many months to withdraw from the houfe. How- 
ever upon theinterceffion of friends,his father did con- 
jdefcend to admit him again ; but that very dav,whilft 
they were nut on this account, thatNoble-man wash- 
ing hi* bands in his bed-chamber (and one of hi> fer- 
vants by) a letter irom the roof of that chamber drcpa 
down upon his hands, fealed and directed as before^ 
which being opened, had the very fame words of the 
former letter, with that dreadful fubfcription,Df abo- 
ftus* .After which, by immediate flroke of ihe Lord'* 
Br * iand, 
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hancj, he was (truck with a remarkable infatuation, 
and fuch an horror and ftar upon his conference, that 
upon the appearance of (he lead boy he would have 
fled, and with howling fought to have fheltercd 
himfelf under a bed, and in this cafe fhortly died 5 
having been made a terror to himfelf, and the mean- 
eft perfon able to quafh him, who made it his 
work to be terrible to others in his life. This (far 
from reflecting upon the houfe or family) with re- 
fpecl to the holding forth the holy and righteous Judg- 
ment of the Lord, I could not omit to infert the fame, 
after (bme fafe warrant, as to the certainty thereof, 
from thofe I had ground to believe, ) 

SEVENTH Witnefs to this truth, that the 
Lord hath in fo folemn and extraordinary a way ap- 
peared for his Church in thefc laft times, is this ; 
Thofe great & marvellous providences( which we may call 
Magnalia DeiJ by which he hath witnfjpd bis truth, 
and confirmed the fame face the breaking out of thtGoff el 
in this late raiftng of the Ckunh from Antichnfl. For 
we may truly fay , there hath not wanted a vifible at- 
tention from Heaven, and a convincing teftimony 
by fome great works of the Lord, to his truth, as 
well as in the primitive times or the Church. 

We do here underftand by fuch providences, thofe 
wherein man cannot but fee fomething abeve naturt 
ard natural caufes, yea, above the ordinary way of 
the Lord's working, which do evidently witnefs 
1iis great and immediate hand : fume whereof have 
been fo wonderful, which can be inftanccd in thefc 
laee times, as might truly be called miracles. It is 
true, this is nor^the Lord's ufual way, neither maketh 
he ufe of fuch a folemn teftimony, but onfpecial and 
weighty ground^, ; when the neceflity o\ the Church 
calleth for it ; whillr. he is about fome extraordinary 
piece of wo.k j or when the Gofpel cometh fuft to a 
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land that hath been long overfpread with darknefs ; 
when ordinary means of conviction are wanting ; or 
in times of great oppofition, when the commifliori 
of his Servants needeth fome extraordinary feal ; in 
fuch a time as that of AhaVs, when the People are 
made to halt betwixt truth, and a falfe way. 
• Thus we find, the Lord did confirm the hrji breaking 
our of the Gofpel, and make ufe of fuch a mean to 
fpread the Chriitian Church through the World : and 
fliould this fecm ftrange, that in fo great a change of 
the Church's cafe now in the latter days, when he 
Was to raifc her up, after fo long a ruin and defla- 
tion, whilft Antichriftianifm fo many ages had o- 
verfpread the face of the World, that he fliould 
thus appear, and give (bme fignal demonftration 
of his power in behalf of his People, fuch as we 
have feen with our eyes, and our Fathers did tell us ! 

It is not miracles, or any extraordinary provi- 
dence, on which men fhould rcfolve their faith : nor 
do we here mention thefe, for laying ftrefs thereon 
in believing the truth. No, the Prote/lant doctrine 
and caufe doth lean on a ftronger ground : it can with 
confidence appeal the adverfary, to the Scripture^ 
thofe divine records, which they do not pretend tode- 
uy. This, even this is the reafon of our hope, which we 
offer to all that afk for the fame : and there let the 
God of truth, who hath revealed his will aud an- 
fwers men by the written word, be judge ; & we (hall 
demand no greater advantage or julticc at the hand 
of our enemies. We know, miracles cannot authorize 
a lie, or be a feal to any thins; repugnant to the Scfip- 
trre. And truly thofe lying wonders, which have 
been fo frequent in the World, which the Apoftle 
doth foretell, that fuch an engine the Devil-will make 
ufe of, to turn men afide from the truth, befides other 
maiks of their falfhood, they have this one moft 
difcernable, that they are the fupport and warrant of 

9 that 



448 77je Fulfilling 

that which cannot /land with the Word : and 
thence are the Popijh miracles made ufe of,to confirm 
fuch tenets, which of all their define do moft dire&- 
Jy contradict the fyripturt, as the merit of works, 
purgatory, praying for the dead, £ft. But as wc 
will not boatt of fuch, as the authority or proof of 
our doclrine : fo we judge it a grave and concerning 
duty, to obferve the wondtous' xvorks of the Lord in 
our times $ yea, to mike a diligent [earth theiein, 
that we may tcil pofkrity fome of thefe great afts 
©four God, for his Church, in bringing her again 
from Babel, 

1 would defire to be very tender and cautious up- 
on fuch a fubjeft : for 1 jtidge it horrid divinity, to 
make a lye for God. It is not t\ e truth, but a falfc 
way which require* fuch a help. And ''truly as to 
thefe following inftanccs (which arc but a few of ma- 
ny that might be brought, if there were more furi- 
ous enquiry) I dare atteft the Lord, the great witneft, 
that I have not knowingly fct down here any thing 
falfc ; yea, not without fome diligent fearch, and 
fatisfying grounds about die certainty thereof. I 
judge it not neceflary, to repeat thofe which are fo 
Known already to the World from publick records ; 
and therefore fliall but briefly point at feme of thefe, 
and add a few more particular" inftances of this 
kind, which I may with fome confidence bring 
to the light, from clear evidences of the trutk 
thereof* 

I fliall firft mention that folemn teftimony of Mr\ 
Baynam in Queen Mary's time,wfaoin themidft of the 
fire, whilft his body was all irt a flame, his arms 
and legs hill burnt, cried out to byftanders, 0 Pa* 
phis ye look after miracles : lo f here is one, lam nstv bur- 
ning m this fire Jut feel no more pain j ban if I were in a 
bed of rojes, O mult not this be called a miiacle,and 
aa mraoidiitfJy fe*i frum the Lord to his truth ? 

wherein 
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wherein the World ftiould confider, this was the tef- 
timony of one, who was upon the borders of eternity 
what he did declare before a great multitude ; attef- 
ted by MrF^that holy fervant ofChrift,whoin things 
- of that kind fo extraordinary was moft cautious, and 
did much fearch cut the truth and certainty of what 
I he fets down, and by him wat publifhed, whilft many 
j of that time who might have been prefent, were alive 
yea, it is the more remarkable, the fliarp combat 
I that this Martyr had through the terror of the fire a 
jJitile before his death, fearing he fliould never be able 
r to endure the fame. 

What a remarkable providence was that at a town 
in the Lew- Country whilft fome of the Saints 
were put to death by the Popifh party, and among 
*tbefe one MichaelBombautius^ a Deacon of the reformed 
Church ? " Whil'l they were going to fuffer, about mid- 
day,tbeHeavens being moii clear, there came fuddenlf 
fo great a darknef ,and fo horrible and unufual a tem- 
per^ which was only in that place and above that city 
difecrned, that men were generally fhaken with fear, 
^ thinking there fhould be a prefent diitolution of the 
\ World . Famous Vsetius, in- that piece dV Jfgnis t doth 
witnefc, that from divers there prefent, e\en fome of 
(hem pop;(h,he had this related to himfelf ; and as he 
[jfayeth, fuch a thing Papifls would have with gieate0 
rObfervation publiflied, as the very finger of (Sod, it 
j they had the fame occafion. 

At a town Alfa \\\lVe/)Jlanders t whilft a godly man 
whom the Jnquiiitton there had purfued, was leading 
to the flake, and was by the way finging Pfalms, 
theCaptain of thofe who guarded him, was fo enraged 
that he caufed prefemly his tongue be plucked ^-ut by 
the roots* but Io ! a few months after, this wrenched 
man hath a Child born with his tongue hanging out 
a great way, which by no means could be kept with- 
in his mcuth I This, Doflor Hall being himfelf af- 
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tcrwards in that town, had (hewed him from fome 
Who were molt confiderabk there, as he fees down 
in his Epililes. 

Charla the IX. of France-, who was author of that 
horrid Mailacre, where the blood of many thoufand 
Protefhnts at Parti and other parts was fhed, did a 
very little after die in the ftrength of his years, by an 
extraordinary effufion of blood from all paffages of 
his body, thai as Du Serrts and other french writers 
of that time do (hew, he was ma.de to wallow in his 
own blood before his death. O was not this the very 
finger of God, a moft convincing ftupendious piece of 
his judgment ? 

XVhat an extraordinary providence was that, which 
is attended by divers witnefles thereto,in the late bloody 
Maflacrcot Ireland; a young woman, who by the 
Irifli was ftript almoil naked, and after by one of 
'them threatned, that except fhc would give him her 
money, He would forthwith run her thro'; to which 
Ihc gravely anfwerwL / knew you cannot kill me, except 
God give )iu have. Whereupon he did three tunes 
with his 1'word run at her naked bud\ , but could not 
orice picice hei fkiri j which did fo confound this 
wretched man, that with a kind of horror he went 
awav \ and ceafed to trouble her further. 

Did nor God wonderfully appear in the raifing of 
the late King of Sweden, with that aftonifhing fuc- 
cef$, which did ateend him in breaking the power of 
the houfe of Aujiria, whilft they were at fo great 
an height, and had their hands hot reeking in the 
blood of the Protefhnts thro' Bohemia, and other 
place- of Germany \ O but the Lord's hand might be 
clearlv feen in adling forth and fitting that party of 
the Swedes, for fuch a piece of his fervice, even in 
a more than ordinary way ; who like that He-Goat, 
mentioned inDaniel^'id come fofwiftly,that they tou- 
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Hd not the ground, as it were ; but like a mighty 
tWent bare down all before them. 

The breaking of that great Spanijh Armado in the 
Year 88. which had been«3 Years in contriving, did 
convincingly, witnefs a divine handoppofing the fame. 
And how remarkable was that iflue of all theCounfels, 
expence, and cruelty, which Philip the fecond had 
made ufc of to. bear down the riling of the Gofpel in 
the Netherlands ! For it is notorious, that after many 
clTa\s the lofs of an 100 Millions of gold, with 
tear 400000 Lives, the reckoning of all his gain and 
purchafe was only the lofs of a coniiderable part of 
thefe countries, and helping forward the eftablifhment 
of the united Provinces. And truly we, muft fay 
the Lord did by his great and outftretched hand won* 
dcrfully appear in railing that Common- wealth, fo that 
the/ may date their flourifhjng in outward intercft 
from their owning of the intereft of God. Reli- 
gion did raife them,and noPeopte this day hath more 
caufe, and are under greater engagements, to be zea- 
lous lor the truth, and defence of the Proteftant 
C; ufe. 

The h ' ' * ; r f «rm : 'aM- 'e.iQi'e of the Ca- 
■holicks in Prance, for rooting out the Proteftant Re* 
Kyion there, was very wonderful, how all their Cou** 
fti. and deiign' (hould refolve in their own ruin ; fo 
that rhe moit ordinary lookers on could not but fee a 
divine hand counteracting the fame. Davtla, tho* an 
'•dverfary, in fetting down that hiftory, givcth a large 
account of thk 

What a great appearance of the Lord's hand, yes, 
of an extraordinary providence, was there in the 
throwing down of the Papijh images and altars, 
alnulr in one night, thro* much of the Netherlands, 
Which for fo many 100 years had been made ufe of 
for Idolatry ? O dii not Saran thus fall as Lightning 
fnm Hiavtn ! it being very evident, how ftrange an 

impulfe 



452 ™ Fulfilling 

irapulfe did carry out the People in this over all dif- 
ficulties or fear of hazard, what a wonderful confent 
and agreement amongft places fo remote, about 
ane thing, and almoft at one time ; how quickly 
alfo was it executed through thefe Provinces, almoft 
in an inflant ! The authors did never appear, nor any 
noife of their boafting thercaboat ; and which was 
ftrange, the Magiftrates of the cities having both 
power and will to hinder, yet were fo overruled 
and itruck with aftonifhment, that they could 
not refift. And as Femianus Strada y a great enemy to 
the truth, doth fhew what fell out in Antwtrp^ and 
other places, confidcring the greatnefs of the work, 
the multitude, and height of thofe idolatrous monu- 
ments, it might have been enough for many days, 
what was done in one night ; and yet not any in the 
leaft prejudiced or hurt thereby, which made him erf 
out, that fure this was the work of the Devil, and 
his help eminently therein. But I do not wonder, to 
Jhear thefe in fuch a manner blafpheme, whilft th*y 
are tormented with fo clear a difcovery of God's hand 
again ft them, 

Mull we not here mention that gfe.it deliverance 
of the town of Leyden from the Spaniard^ with i 
fpecjaj remark, whilft it was then manifeft, if the 
enemy had made ufe of Cannon in battering the walls, 
they could not have come fhort of their defign ? In 
what an extraordinary way alfo wert; the winds com- 
bined to iaife the waters, in order to the town's relief, 
when they were at the utmoft extremity ; yea, for 
driving the waters back again, when the town was 
once delivered j and which was verv marvellous, that 
the fame night wherein the Spaniard* were forced 
to retire, a part of trte walls fell down, which 
if it huU Ullen out a little before, that city had been 
utterly loft. O was not this a divine hand, which c- 
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ten tbe'greateft Atheiffs,and fuch who judge things 
to fall out by change, mull confefs ? 

What wonderful providences did attend the actings 
of that poor handful of proteftams in the Valleys «f 
Piemtnt) for their neceflary felf- defence ! Mr* Fsx t 
and other writers, give a clear account in fetting down , 
that horrid perfecution, which they endured in the 
year 1555. I fhall here only touch fome paffages men- 
tioned by Mt.Moriand, in his Hiftory j who upon the 
account of that bloody Maflacre, which waa 
there within thefe few years, was then near that 
place, and from fare knowledge and information 
doth very gravely hold forth the fame. And truly 
they are providences fo marvellous and aftonifhing^ 
that men cannot but fee the Lord in an extraor- 
dinary way helping that poor People, his acling 
fifth a row to do fuch exploits, beyond any thing that 
*an be mentioned of thole great Heroes, whom the 
World informer years did admire ; fo that we muft 
lay, as this was a convincing proof of the great power 
of God, put forth for his People, wnen help in 
in ordinary way tailed, it was alio a folemn teftimo- 
ny to their caufe, and of the Lord's approbation ofhis 
People's Handing for their own defence, againft the 
•cruelty and violence of a perfecting Magiftrate. We 
have there held forth, h^w after that bloody perfe* 
cution, by an order from the Duke of Sav*y 7 a fmall 
Dumber was in a remarkable way railed up, and upon 
their firftellky 7 or 8 under trui condudt of that Wor- 
thy Gentleman J&fuaGiamvel (whom God made ufe < f 
as a choife instrument, to help that poor fcattered 
?«anant^ was made to fight 300 fouldiers, who wese 
fcfittoexercifc further cruelty in that place, kilting 
many of them, and purfuing the reft for a confide blc 
time, Aher, a par:y of 500 being 1 fent by theMai- 
qnife of Pianeza, who then commanded the Duke cf 
& :>y's ktra, were oppofed by ji of the Frortf-' 
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tants, and other 6 with flings : and after a (hort 
Couflid,werc forc'd to flee with aconfiderableflaughter; 
the terror oi the Lord upon the one, and a fpirit of 
Courage & rcfolution in the other being very manifeft. 
After thefe, there was an other party fent forth of 700 
fouldiers, to feize on all the pallages : upon which a- 
bout 17 Mailers of families, whofe hearts God had 
in fignal manner jhengthned to the battel, for their 
poor brethren's prefervation, refolved to caft them- 
felves upon the Lord for the fuccefs of their undertak- 
ings, and with fuch marvellous boldnefs faced their 
adverfaries,asput them in amazement,and made them 
draw off, refolving to take another way ; but were 
ilill purfued by this little handful, who killed many 
without thelofs of one man. At an another time the 
Proteltants there joyning in a greater number, being 
300 under the conduct of the forementioned Captain 
Gianavel, were aflaulted by 2500 of the adversaries : 
but the Lord fo ordered, that this little party getting 
the advantage of the place, after fome conflict did 
force then to retire, purfuing them into the woods 
and deep rocks with great {laughter ; and thus with 
a marvellous courage in a continued fight for eight 
hours together, did drive the enemy before them. 
Divers other remarkable paflages of this kind are 
more at length mentioned in that Hiftory ; which the 
Author, after moft cxaft fearch and enquiry, 
doth folemnly atteft. And truly it might be 
much caufe for wonder ( as it is there obferved ) that 
through the Lord's eminent appearance, and his blef- 
fing on his poor people's endeavours, for the intereftof 
Religion, and their own prefervation, they did in a 
(hort time difpute the matter with fuch a prof* 
perous fuccefs, againft all the forces, which the 
Duke of Savoy fent, that their enemies at laft began 
to tear what effect it might produce : and therefore 
having no better game to play, were glad by * 
ml^r treat/ 
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treaty of peace, to get the fword out of their hands ; 
however they pretended it as a complement, put 
on neighbouring Princes, who did interceed for the 
fame. 

V Have we not alfo to reckon among the great 
•Works of the Lord in thefe laft times, Henry the 
jVIH. oi England, moft violent in oppofition to the 
(truth, who by the Pope was fliled Defender of the 
Faith, upon that account, and for his wilting againft 
'Luther : and yet the fame man (hall be the inftru- 
umentmade ufe of by the Lord, to throw down the 
Pope, and his power in his Dominions, and give 
fome beginning to a great Reformation of the Church 
*there. 

Vergerius, the Pope's Nuncio, for many years in 
Germany, whilft he is writing againft this truth, is 
even then converted, and forced to yield to the pow- 
er ofthefamc,turns Proteftant,and a zealous Preacher 
©f the Gofpel to his death. 

Galeacaus Carracciolut, an Italian Marquife, of 
great place and eftate in the World, was fo taken 
by the heart with one word, hearing Peter Mar- 
Mr, as made him quit not only all his hopes of 
^preferment, a moft plcafant place as was in the 
jearth, and a great inheritance \ but to with- 
.•Hand the moft prefling intreaties and infinuations 
«f his friends, the weeping cries of his Lady and 
Children, and go to a ftrange place quitting all, that 
he might prefcrve his con fcience,and enjoy fellowfhip 
With the Church. O what a folernn witnefs was this 
to the truth, and of the conquering power of Chrift ! 

And in a word,what a marvellous thing was if, that 
poor Luther, againft whom fo much of the World 
was aloft with greateft rage and violence, fhould 
}*t live to an eld age, and go to the grave in peace ! 
'And uu!y the fpirit and appearance of this great and 
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firft witncfs (0 the truth, might be a convincing evi- 
<lence,that thcLord was then abeut to raife up a people 
to himfelf, in whom he would be glorified, by an ac- 
tive teftimony, as well as by fuffering. 

Bcfidcs thefe inftances, I would here mention fome 
remarkable providences, worthy indeed to be obferv- 
ed, tho* they are little known to the World : which, 
we may fay, do not only witnefs the power of God r 
but are a convincing feal to his truth,and theChurch'f 
Reformation in thefe laft times. 

It is a remarkable paflage, which worthyMr. Forbes 
fets down under his hand, whilft he was banifii- 
$d for the truth ; whofe words are thefe. In the 
year 1607. being at Ruan in France, and meeting 
with Mcnfuur Figureus, that ancient and famous di- 
vine, and then Pallor of the Reformed Chirch in that 
citi^ he had from him this following relation. After 
the clofc of the Council of Trent in the time of Pius 
the V. there was a confutation in holy, by the Pope 
arul Cm \. } tor an utter extirpation of the Refor- 
medChurchcs InEureps : and to this end cveryPrince, 
of the Rum*fli Religion, bad a certain part aligned 
where this great projetf (houid be put in prattice : 
The death of Pius the V. hindred a prefent profecuting 
of this defi^n. And his fucceffor Gregorins XIII. did 
fuffer it to lie dead, having no heart that way ; and fo 
•until tM tifne of CUmens VIII. it was not revived ; 
but then this bloody refolution was of new ratified by 
him and his Cardinals, under their hands and feals. 
.The only difficulty was in this, to find a fit and trufty t 
perfon, y whom thev fhould make ufeof to the Princes 
of the' Romi& Religion, for engaging tUm to 
fubfefibe the faid ordinance, and fet abuur the exe- 
cution therapf. At length a Gentleman or ^: parts, 
nenr in b l cod to the Catdinal Baromus, is c-ofen j 
which to him was a matter of much grief anc [ar- 
row ; for, unknown to thtm, he was of the F 
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leligion. But this grief in his countenance and car- 
riage put his friends, who obferved thefame,to ftraneo 
tho'ts j and fo much the more, that he did exprefly 
declare to fome of thofe who asked thereabout, that 
what to them feemed a caufe of rejoicing, was to him 
1 juft occafion of grief. Yet at laft finding his haz- 
zard, upon a bitter challenge from the forefaid Cardi- 
nal who had heard thereof, he judged it his wifdon* 
to diflemble : fhewing him, his unfuitabienefs to fo 
great an employment could not but be ground of 
trouble and fear ; and fo was fome way forced to 
engage, getting his commiffions, the decree of the 
Conclave, with letters to the forefaid Princes, feal- 
cd and fubferibed. But lo ! whilft this poor Gen- 
tleman is on his journey, having found ways to free 
himfelf of his fervants and other company, his fpuit 
was in great perplexity betwixt thefe two grievous 
temptations, either to be inftrument of utter ruin to 
the truth and Churches of Chrift, or to forfake his 
country, inheritance and all he had in the World. 
Upon which he refolvcd to retire himfelf out of 
the high way to an obfeure village, where for three 
days he gave himfelf to fading and prayer for 
dire&ion and refolution from the Lord :* and 
after this had his heart fo ftrengthned a^ainft the 
care of his worldlv eftate, that he refolved to forfake 
jill* anlf to reveal this bloody confpiracy to the Chur- . 
ches of Chrift, and caft himfelf onGod's hand for hia 
future ilate. So that he turned his face from Spain > 
and took journey to France, and to Paris y where at 
that time remained thefifterof Henry the IV. a Re- 
ligious Pnncefs, afterwards Dutchefs of L*rraine 9 
to whom the forefaid Monfieur/Y^wr/Kr was her prea- 
cher,: aria unto him he made his addrefs ft ho* after 
divers ' refufaJs of admiflion upon fufpicionj (hewing 
him :he whole bufinek,and delivered the fealed decree* 
With ha letters of enm million for that effeft ; and 
W did 
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did Jikewifefliew him (who was then aftoniflied at 
fuch a wonderful providence of God, in foftering 
fotne of his own Children in the midft of Babylon, and 
that to fo comfortable an ufe for his Churches fafety) 
that there were many others in Italy y yea, in Remi 
it ft If, of the ReformedReligion, who had their katt 
meetings, and even Gregory the XIII, befoie his ad- 
vancement to the Papacy, was throughly clear there- 
about in his judgment, whereof he gave him divers 
evidences. This forefaid relation did fo affect Mr. 
Farbes, that he ihewed his marvellous deli. re to fee 
that man who had done fo worthy and gracious a 
Work for the glory of God and good of his Church j 
and by a recommendarion from Monfieur Ftgureus, 
he did afterwards go of fet purpofe to that place, tak- 
ing the Jirft opportunity for Heidelberg^ where 
this Gentleman was then retired for his further (too* 
riu , and honourably entertained by that Prince, where 
lie fticweth that he faw him.and from his own mouth 
leceived the affurance of this former narration, to his 
'great fatisfadtion and comfort. This is the very 
fum, which I have here fet down and truly tranf- 
cribed off the orginal ; which I had betide me, 
Both written, and fubferibed, by Mr* Fsrbts his own 

A remarkable providence I fhall alfo here fet down 
wvieLwas attended with fome very coHyindngCircum- 
ftances, at the Parliament 162 1 . at their bringing in 
of Ptpijb Ceremonies upon the Church, which was 
then a fad ftep of the land's defection from the truth, 
contrary to their engagements ; whilft the faithful 
Mir.ifters of Jtfu^Chrift at that time did with greateft 
itnouinefs and freedom obtcft and warn thofe who 
were in power (alafr ! that now there is Iteilt of fuch 
a Spirit appearing) that they would not, to pleafe 
men, corrupt the Wotfhip of God : but the current 
Jbeing; violent, it did at laft refdye inaLw, At v/h;c|i 
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very time, whilft the King's Cmmijfimer did nfc 
'from the throne to ratify this woful aft, by the touch 
of the Scepter, even in this moment of that rati- 
fication, the God of Heaven fent extraordi- 
nary lightnings, with very unufual great clips of 
thunder, and thefe followed with a moft ftranc?e 
and extraordinary darknefs, which both for the fud* 
dennefs and greatnefs of the fame did aftonifti and 
vaffright all who were prefent ; and after all fo vio- 
lent a downpouring of ram, as made the ftreets to 
run like a river, imprifoning the Lords within that 
houfe for an hour and an half. And truly as we arc 
Llot hereon to lay ftrefs, or be peremptory in the ap- 
plication of particular providences, yet this was Co 
very convincing,as fliould not he faffed without a fp-» 
Ida! remark; confidering (firft) how at that time many 
of the choice Minijhrs of the Land were together 
[near the town, at fafiing and prayer, bewailing 
before the Lord fuch an avowed defection from the 
truth--(2,) That likewife this horrid tcmpeft and 
•darknefs appeared to thofo who were at fome diftance 
to be moft diredliy above the town,the darkneft over- 
Hhadowing that .part onlv, «uid was not fo in o- 
Pther p!aces--(3 ) That they had; by the inftigation of 
;thc Prelates, guarded thef* entry to the Parlia-, 
ment that day, left any Mimfters (JioulJ have en- 
trcd a proteftation in behalf of the Church againft 
ttafe Articles ; and thus thought themfelves feture 
f om any oppoftthn of that kind : but whilft thry 
leaft fufpefred, they are met with a more pubhek 
and vifible witnefs from Heaven againft thefarne.(4 ) 
Which was alfo moft ft range, upon the Mmday Mr 
'lowing, whilft thefe aifh were proclaimed, the Hta- 
Vens did irhthe fame manner put on da;Jtuefs, wuh a 
Inoft rtarfuJ tempeft of thunder, lightning, and lain, 
whfeb continu'd all the lime of their reading at the 
Croft. And truly when the Lord thus doubled hi? 

W . jri: warning 
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warnings, it might cry aloud for men's obfervatlon 
thereof. 

The breaking of that journey to New-England^ 
which about the year 1636. was ferioufly intended by 
fome of the choice Miniftersand Chriftians xnlreland ; 
who were then much perfecuted by the Prelates, 
tho' not from any fear of their own fufferings, but with 
a refpect to a further liberty to ferve the Lord in the 
work of the Gofpel, when that door was fliut upon 
them in their own country. This was truly a 
flrange and remarkable providence, and their prefer- 
vation in fome kind miraculous : about which tbefe 
circumftances are worthy to be obferved. (1.) That 
whilft their vejfel, amidft a ternpeftuous fea, and far 
from any land, was like a riddle with fo many lakes; 
yea, the rudder of the Ship breaking, fo that the Pi- 
lots were turned wholly hopelefs, and could not fee 
any ground of fafety in an ordinary way, a poor fea- 
man by a remarkable providence, * whofe company 
they had much fhunned, was made the inftrument of 
preftrving the whole veflel, with a marvellous dexte- 
rity fattening the rudder (which others had given 0- 
ver) as one vifibly fent by theLord for that end.— (2) 
The. ftrong perfwafion that fome of tfacfe worthy Mi- 
rifters had of their fofety, which with great confi- 
dence they declared before the paffengers ; whillt 
the Matter and others were giving it over as a hopelefs 
bufmefs, and feeing a convincing neceflity for a re- 
tum, though it was very aftonifhing and bitter at the 
firft loc k, yet was afterwards followed with a clear 
dijcavcry from the Lord, as one of them with much 
freedom did cxprefs, his aflurance to the reft of his 
brethren, that ftnee the Lord would not accept their 
fervice in America, they fhould not want work 
and fervke, where he was fending them back by 
fo remarkable a providence : as within a fhort time 
was evident, the downfall of the Prtlatts in Scotland 
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f and after in Inland, falling out (hortly upon the back 
thereof. So that it may be faid,this was a convincing 
prefage thereof, the Lord by a ftrong hand bringing 
backfuch choice and ufeful inflrumenrs,for that grdt 
I harvett, which did after follow : So that they could 
|' not but fay, The Lord did in a very marvellous and 
immediate way appear in that crofs-wind and ftorm ; 
[v and thereby, as if with an audible voice, did witncfi his 
fc. mind in fucha difappointment.--- (3) It was alfo moft 
U obfervable, that none of thofe, who on the account of 
Iff their confcicnces ( that they might enjoy the purity 
B of the ordinances) went in that journey, were the 
| worfe, but had a fafe return ; only fome perfons,who 
■ upon another account, expecting a fat foil and out- 
ward advantage in that place, and had unexpectedly 
[ft flipt into the veflel, did all*//* upon the fea, fave one, 
I being 5 in number : and it was alfo wonderful, upon 
B their return, how the Lord as he bad flayed the rage 
Wif the fea, did ztfojlillthe tumults of people ; which 
i: they found by experience, fo that it did evidently give 
U'.a dafh, and became a terror to their adverfaries. 

i t mutt here alfo fet down a very fingular and 
^ ftrange inftance, we may fay, both of judgment and 
w-mercy, which was in this land not many years ago. 
If A Gentleman, whofe ftyle wiilVaflravj,* molt bloo- 
dy man, and otherways notorious for profanity, but 
* moft in this, that it was his great work and plea- 
fure, to put difference betwixt men, and as it was at 
that time very eafy to engage them in blood, whilft: 
. he had thus ftirred up a neighbour- Gentleman to kill 
another in that place : finding him afterwaid lore trou- 
b'eci in mind thereabout, he told him, more of that 
practice \vouId be the heft cure : fur he himfelf had 
killed 6,^ that the firft time he was much difquieted, 
but the longer he did continue, it becamej the ronro 
cafy, Uutone day whilft he was on fuch ?r. a - 
WJjjr count 
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count riding to a place, where two had appointed to 
decide a private quarrel by fighting, his horfe Humbles 
on the fide of a fieep rock, and he falls a great way 
down, his fword falling out before htm, yet with- 
cut any hurt : and here by fuch a ftrange piece of pro- 
vidence did the Lord ftep in, and break in upon his 
confeience, fo that he quits his journey, turns home 
with great trouble and reraorfe ; a moft kindly 
change following thereon, and for fome years after 
witneiTed much tendernefe & repentance by his after- 
walk* fpent much trrne alone mourning be/ore his 
death. And that day he died, having no vifible appea- 
rance thereof to thofe who looked on, he was heard 
in his chamber at much wrcftling in prayer; and af- 
ter long continuance, thofe of the houfe were forced 
to break open the door, getting no anfwer after long 
knocking ; they find him dead in the room, but upon 
his knees in a prayer pofture ; and the whole blood of 
his body, which from every pafXage thereof had ilTued 
our, flowing about him on the floor j it being vifible 
how all thefe paffages were opened for that tfteft. A 
moft aftoniftiing inftance ! declaring this to theWorld, 
though God pardon the iniquity of his People^ yet 
f -me fins he will not let pafs without a vifible mark 
of his anger, but will take vengeance on their invtn- 
turns* 

What an obfervable paflage is that alfo, known to 
many yet alive, about a notorious robber in the fouth 
parrs of this land, called jf^hn of the Score, who for 
many years having driven that woful trade j did one 
day rencounter a poor man travelling with two hor- 
fe \ which he according to his cuftom. takes away. 
The poor countryman falling down on hi&keee?, did 
eameftly beg, that for Jefus Chrift fake he would 
give the oneajain, for he had no more to maintain 
his poor family, but what he could gain by them i 
hvii it was in vain. He carrieth them home with him, 

leaving 
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leaving the poor man in that defolate condition : but 
a little after, he turns dumpim and melancholy, 
could get no reft or quiet, not knowing the caufe 
but as he profefTeJ,that thofe words which ihe poor man 
had fpoke to him (though he was fo great an Atbe- 
ift, that he underitood not what he meant when he 
^fpake of Chriil) were lying like a heavy weight up- 

• on his fpitit ; and whilft he was fought after for his 
robberies, he delircd his fons to (hifc for thcmfelves, 
for he could not go out of the way, there being a re- 
ftraint upon him, and femetbing within him that in 
a fort bound him from going out of the way : and 
thus ftaid at his houfg until he was apprehended, 
brought in to Edinburgh^ and there put up in pri- 
fon. Upon which agodly Minifter, Mn Henry Blytb f 
•wlrh a Chriftian Gentleman William Cuningham^ 

tTutorof Bonitoun y who had fometimes known him, 
make a viftt ; holding forth to him his miferable ef- 
tatc, and the hazard of his fou4 (for he was judged 
by the Law to die ) and amongft other words, 
fhewing him the neceliity to Hie to Jefus Chrijl^ he 
doth fuddenly break out with a err, 0 what tvord is 

• that ! fr it hath been my death : That is the word, that 
\ bath Van upm my heart, fina the pnr man /pake it to 
\ine y fo that I had no power from that time to go out of 

the way. And after being told what an one Chrjjt 
\ was, without whom he could not befaved,hecnethy 
' Oivdl he ever look to me ! andjhew mercy to one that 
for his fake would nn /hew mercy to that poor man^nd 
J give him back his horfe ! But after further inftruftittn, 
a moft real ^nd gracious change did appear upoa 
him j he gave molt convincing evidences of the rea- 
*iity thereof j attained to great ajfurante, before his 
death ; and upan the fcaffbld, in the publick firsts 
where he was executed, did fpeak fo wonderfully of 
j the Lord's dealing with him, and with fuch know- 
ledge and judgment, as left a conviftiou Oil all pre- 
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& forced them to fee a trothSc reality in the grace of God. 
Another notable inftance off race,mth a very remark- 
able paiTage in his condition, I mall here mention, one 
Patrick Mac kelwr a th, who lived in the Weft of Scot land \ 
whofe heart thetord in arematkable way touched, &af-j 
terhisconverfion(as hefhewed to many of hisChriftian 
friends) was in fuch a frame, foaflkcted with anew World 
wherein he was entred,tbe dij cover its of God & of a life h 
come, that for fome months together he did fcarce ever 
Jeep,but wasftill taken up in wsndrixgiH is life was very 
remarkable for tendernefs>& near converfe withGod in 
his walk; & which was worthy to be noticeJ,one day af- 
ter a fharp trial, having his only fon fuddenly taken a- 
way by death, he retir'd alone for feveral houis,& when 
he came forth,didlook fo chearfully,that to thofe who 
aflced him the Reafon thereof, & wondered at the fame 
in fuch a time, he told them,i& had got that in his retire 
went with tbeLordjhat to have it afterwards rentwed^he 
would fa content to hfe a fon every da)! This one remark- 
able pafFage I would fet down : it had been long his birr- 
den,the want of memory, that he could retain almoft no- 
thingofwhat he heard from the word, & bitterly com- 
plainingthereof to worth) Mr. James Englifif^hmHa of 
Dahyhis counfel to him was, when he heard any truth 
which he defired to rtmembtr^ to hold it up to the Lord t 
and defire him to keep it for him,&£jW him it fock ac- 
cording to his needj which accordingly this bleffedMan 
did with much fcrioufnefspraclice : &on his death- bed, 
tohisMinifter, & divcrsChriftians that were prefent, he 
iidfolemnly dcclare,how wonderfully thelflrdfhad tfH- 
yttWY^&condefcended to him in that particular. For as 
they knew how much formerly it had been his burden, 
the want of memory, now theLord had given him back 
all thofe truths that he had put in his keeping : fo that 
what for many years before he had heard, was now moft 
clearlv bro't to his remembrance ; which he witnefTed 
by repeating many particular truths, and notes ot Ser- 
mons which at fuch and fuch times he had heard* 
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J Now to fliut up this, we have truly caufe to fay 
even from late experience, fince this dark night came 
upon the Church in thefe Nations, with fo fharp a 
ftorm of perfection, there have not wanted fome very 
fignal and convincing providences,witnefling thcLerd's 
appearance forks people andagainft their enemies, which 
'are worthy of a remark,and mav let men fee that there 
[is One higher than the higbefl, who ruietb in the King- 
fftoms of the Children of men. For it is manilefl, — - 
fci, How eminently the Lord did appear in breaking that 
party\who had been the great inftruments both inCoun- 
cii & Aftion,to break the government ofthe Church of 
^Chrift in this land, & lay fo much of his vineyard wafte 
f ,and defolate,& this in the height of their power & great- 
nefs,whilft they feemed moft firmly rooted. O how evi- 
Went was a divine hand there, that thisCoW,who made 
J'it their work toraife up Prelacy, andopprefs the poor 
Church, fiilike a violenttempeft did carry all before 'em* 
in a moment when they could have Jcft expected ,fhould 
be made to fail; yea, in fo fhort a time be turned out 
their places & offices, who but a little before had turn 
out fo many of the faithfulMinitfers of Chrift ! and that 
Ugreat md«,whoput forth his power & authority \o much 
to turn many of the godly of theLand,bo£h Mmilrers Sc 
other?:, out of their houfes & families, tolling them from 
Lplace to place, ftiould thus be dealt with trom the Lord, 
and recompenced with that meafure ; being rorced to 
quit his lodging once & again, yea, even to banrfh him- 
felf out ofthe country, who had been the chief inftru- 
ment to banifh fome of the moft choice feivants of 
j Chrift !& this ftroke alfo made to come upon them from « 
that hand whence they could haveleaft expe&ed, whofe 
intcreft they ftudied to promote in oppofuion tcGod's! 
Xfhould deftre to fludy fobriety and fear in application 
of the judgments of God ; but when the Loid doth fo 
clearly reveal himfelf, and fhew forth fuch an evident 
rcfemblance betwixt mens fin and their ftroke, I think* ♦ 
it citeth aloud for a ferrous obfming thereof. 

t W 5 9U Should 
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2. Should we pafs without a remark, fo folemn 
a wicnefs from the Lord of bis refpecl to his People's 
Jufferings in rhis late time ? for it is known, with 
what marvellous refutation and chearfulnefs, thofe 
have been carried through, who were called forth to 
refill unto the blood in their adherence to the truth ; 
witnefling to the conviction of lookers-on, even their 
greatelt enemies, fomething above Roman Gallantry, 
yea, fomething above nature, in that flayednefs and 
elevation of their Spirit?. And as fome of all ranks 
in the land the Lord would have brought forth to 
f:al and witnefs his truth, and the work of Refor- 
mation : fo it hath been alfo clear, that none wanted 
a large meafure offupport&ftrengthfor the trial, their 
iuffering ftill giving a further dafti to theiradverfaries. 

3. It is ahfo manifeft, and may be truly matter of 
wonder, by what a marvellous providence fo many 
fuffering and defolate families have been carried 
through without any obvious noife of their flraits, 
now for thefe divers years, with fuch convincing 
ehearfulne/s ; yea, the experience of many made to 
witnefs, that they never lefs knew a ftrait, than fince 
they were put from the ordinary means of their 
fupport ; and others who have been more (harply 
tried, could not reckon any fuch plunging ftrait and 
difficulty, but have alfo found relief by fome re- 

kable providence occurring. I am very fure,amongft 
other advantages yet of thefe times, this fhall be one* 
a large Regifler of Experience, and remarkable 
confirmations of the truth of the word and prcmife, 
which the goldly have had under this (harp trial ; 
that will be fweet matter for an after- reckoning, and 
agreatergain than any lofs their former fufferings did 
occafion. Yea, have we not fecn, what in an ordi- 
nary way looked as irrecoverable, a firoke which a 
generation could not have made up, hath been a mean 
the Lord hath choofed to promote bis glory, and 
thereby declare himfelf to be God ? Hath he not 
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aiade us fee, how eafy it is for him to turn the (har- 
ped ftorm to the great advantage of his Church, that 
he can ad in defperate cafes, above the (kill both of 
Angels and men ? And truly, though we (hould be 
brought yet more low, even to the place of Dragons , 
this may uphold the fluking hearts of his People, 
*and be folid ground of confidence, that ChrifVs po- 
wer and faithfulnefs is this day engaged tor his 
'^Chuichjand truth ! He mufl increafc, his Kingdom 
is upon tnc rifing hand, and fhall yet have a more 
' glorious appearance in the World, whatever be- 
come of instruments ; the reviving of bis work is not 
in the reverence of men. And ftnee we know, the 
Lord hath folemnly declared war againft Antichrid y 
and all who will oppofe the fpreading of the Gofpel 
in thefe laft times, yea, hath paft his word to the 
. Church for the fall and ryin of that adverfary, fall 
be mufl, though the duft of the earth fhould rife for 
that end : and it is (wcPrelacy muft alfo wither, that 
hath its life and fap from that aecurfed root ! They 
have this day a defperate caufe in hand, who do en- 
gage their power to fupport the throne of the Beofi % 
for they run in the way of the wrath and vengeance 
. of the Lord, and fhall furely involve themfelves in 
that ruin j though they were the greatefi Princes of 
* the earth. I fhall only add, we have much ground 
in thefe times to believe, that the Lord (hall yet ap- 
pear, and make himfelf known in the earth,by as great 
and convincing providences, both of Judgment and 
me:cy,as inany formerages, & thus vindicate hisglory, 
and refute the Atheifm of this generation, by fuch m 
argument, as (ball force iniquity to /top its mouth. 

Now fince this is fure, which none can den) ,if they 
will but allow fome ferious tho'ts thereabout, tr.ai the 
Scripture fallcth not to the grour.d,for God's uayisper- 
fecl^ bis word is tried J? f. 18.30. O is it not alio fure, 
and a conclufwn well grounded, that/// u a buckler U 
ibefe who truft in him, None needs fear to vcntuie hia 
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intercfts thro' if me, on the word ; yea, if there could be 
any thing greater than a Heaven or eternal falvation,thc 
teltimony of the Godof truth might be fufficient fecuriry 
/or the fame. It is a fmali matter how this World 
doth reel and ftagger, or what be the changes cf out- 
ward things : That is enough, the prom'ifes of the 
Word ihall certainly take place, and the txpefiation 
of the Saints [hall not make them ajhamtd. 

An Appendix. 

IT is fure, the demonilration of divine truth 
held forth in the Scripture^ is the greateft dif- 
covery, that ever came to the fons of men : 
which with a more excellent light and grea- 
ter luftre, doth inlighten thofe parts of the 
earth, on which it fhines, than the fun, in its noon- 
day- brightnefs, This is the word ef life, even the 
hidden wifdem jf ]_§9d in a myflery j which mo ft 
the World, do not underftand, but flee from the 
fame, as their plague and torment ; but hereby the 
followers of God know they are of the truth, and 
d$ ajfun their heart before blm. It mould be matter 
of ationifhment, if thus the Scripture were not con- 
firmed, to fee what rage the breaking out of this 
light caufeth amongft men j which now in the prc- 
fent time does in a flrange manner appear, not 
againft fume particular truth only, and the up- 
fermoji boughs > but by a remarkable aflault 
fcems to ftrike at the raj/, the very being of truth 
,an<}godline(s. It may be faid, whilft fupaflhion in 
times of greater ignorance, did overcloud and darken 
the vifible Church, Jtbeifm hath taken up its room, 
to wear this generation out from under the aw of 
God, and weaken their aflent to the truth : for we 
fee men every where making it their woik, to load 
his way with reproach, and put difcredit on his faith- 

fu!nefs > 
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fuMs, who is the GW of truth. As a witnefs thereto 
is this fmall eflay directed, and now again comes 
forth to the World with an enlargment j Which I 
Ljnay fay, was not intended, if there had not been a 
.prefling motive from the uncorrected nefs of the firft 
impreffion ; and for this I mall make no further 
Apology. But if a fubjeft of fo great an import, 
iluffer no prejudice from fuch an unfit pen, the favour- 
able teftimony of men, or their cenfures, I ttould 
defire to look on (as they arc indeed) at a diftance 4 
and far below that folid peace of the foul, which in 
the acceptation of God is atone to be found. What 
accefs it may have to many of this generation, 1 
know not, who are taking all advantage to ftreng- 
then their prejudice at the truth, and unfcttle others 
therein ; it is like, fuch may pafs their judgment 
thereon at the firft look, and throw it afide. But as a 
I Minifter oi.Jefus Chrift, who believes an appearing 
before the judge, and would defire mercy to be 
found faithtul in that day, being prefled in fome 
tneafure, upon the horrid appearance of the Athetfia 
and blafpbemy of the time, with that avowed indif- 
ferency now within the vifible Church, in thefe 
great interefts of Religion and godlinefs, I lay this 
witnefs to the truth at their door : and (hall here 
offer a few thoughts further on this fubjjedr, in fome 
[ clear Inferences from that great truth, the verifica- 
( lion of the Scripture. 

Inference I. Which we may fee clear, is this, 
the great advantage a Chriftian hath far kh eftablijh* 
ment ; that his fecurity is indeed greater than his in- 
tereft, or any thing he hath to adventure thereon : 
I and fure, that is not fmall ; fince the matter is of no 
lefs earned (befides his concernments through timej 
than an eternity, a Heaven, or the hazard of bell for 
ever. This muft require a folid and fure foundation, 
jea, wc may judge > the furtheft degree of certainty, 

, where 



470 An Appendix. 

where the fuperftrudture is fo great : for it Is not opi- 
nion, or a probable conjecture, can be a fu table 
bafis, to bear up that weight. But here, to an Twer 
fuch an In;efdi, and give thorough quiet and repofe 
to the foul, we have the truth and teftimony of 
God, with this great Witnefs thereto, that it aflii- 
redly takes place, and not one fy liable falls to the 
ground, without an evident performance* There 
are two things, which, I am fure, men could -got 
• with fuch ordinary thoughts confidcr, yea, nor think 
thereon without amazement, if they made it not 
their choice, to keep at a diftance. One is,that fuch a 
Thing is in the Wo:Jd this day as the very Word of 
God) that is more fure than an audible voice from 
Heaven, to declare his whole twnfel, and hold forth 
unto men the true way up towards that country; 
and. does thus marvelloufly difcover itfelf, { I, ] To 
come fo low, down, even his word and teftimony 
who fpeaks from Heaven, that therewith it hath a 
fokmn appeal to men's fenje and fitting about its 
certainty. ( %,) Which commends it felf upon the 
nearrfi approach and is found the more invaluable and 
of the greater pri*e, the mere it is farcbed into by an 
inquiry. That though clear and plain in it felf, 

yet by a fupsniatural light and evidence can only 
be biown, which no humane fagacity nor reafon in 
its higheft elevation, without this, can reach : but 
rifeth far above the greateft capacity and endowments, 
of which by nature the moft excellent fpirits of men 
can boaft. In a word, when once it ftiines in upon 
the foul, docs then difccrnably ftamp the very fame 
imag: thereon, and begets fuch a marvellous like- 
nel's betwixt them, as may fhow the 'World this 
is a living thing. But there is a ftcond,*wt may 
alfu canfider with aftonifhment, how great it is, to 
be a Gbriftian, and of what marvellous import that 
is, 1 i'uppcjfe, there were but one or two fuch, to ba 
found in the World, who were ceruinly known 
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to be partakers of the divine nature, to have a real 
Sonverfe with God, and (by experience) with the 
word ; might not the report thereof give men a 
ftrange alarm ? yea, put them upon an impatient 
fearch and inquiry, to know if this be fure, and 
what fuch a difcovery means ? O is it fmall to he the 
fin of a King ! But the hope and claim of a Chrijlian 
rifeth higher,and hath another reach ; that foch within 
' aftiorttime, whilft now in fo mean a garb, ftallbe.af- 
tfuredly entred into glory , in the immeotate injoyment 
of God, and of the fulnefs of ;ay, among ihattrium> 
I .phant fociety of the Angels, the Prophet?, and 
Apoftles, and all thofe who are before the e thrme f 
wajbed, and made white in the blood of the Lamb, 
and thus continue thro* the aecs of eternity ; yea, 
in that very inftant of the foul's quitting the body,muft 
admit fo great a change, and enter there, where 
Heaven onFy can make us know what Heaven is ! I* 
h furely a ftrange jlup men are in, who in fuch con- 
cernments are not awaked to a further inquiry. Ie 
were well, if fome would but allow wr/ia its true ufe 
{whilft they travel betwixt the Poles, and can adven- 
ture to the furtheft parts of the earth to purfue that 
i which they muft foihortly forego) to judge ferioufly 
and bring the thoughts of this near, what a greater 
\ intereft, and at a more eafy rate, and of an uncx- 
preflibly greater value,than that gold and treafti re which] 
ever came from the Indies ^ does offer itfelf ! I fay 
the profeft Atheifm of fome gives not more caufe of 
wonder, than the ftrange jhpldity of others, and 
that common and eafy way men have in giving an 
affent to divine truth : I do not mean,from the want 
of evidence and perfpicuity, but becaufeof the great- 
nefs of the things here held forth. This was not fo 
ftrange, that we find two of the Difcipks of Chrift 
at a Sand, from joy and wondering, to credi: his re- 
fiirreciion, even whilft they faw it verified ; fa 

great 
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great was this in their eyes. Now tcTthis, I muft 
further point at two or three things, which ferioufly 
confidered, may feem a flrange contradiction to rea- 
ion. (i.) how men can find a pillow to reft on, wha 
certainly know, their breath (for thefe fe-w hours in 
in the night) is not made fure j but if by a fudden 
arreft of death it (hould be ftopt, which is no Grange 
thing in the World, they know not what is next ; 
but every night, fleep at an adventure of being 
ere the next day in an irrecoverably loft eflate ! Tea 
is not here caufe of wonder, that whilfl we fee time 
make fuch fwift difpateh, dying men can be in that 
meafure eftranged from the thoughts of death ; who 
fo oft may hear it found, and the bell ringing for o- 
thers, yea, by previous affaults difcern its approach 
on themfelves, which once come, then man goes off 
the ftage, 10 return no more, nor {hall he for all 
the age* of eternity ever aft that fcene of life 
here over again.*- (2 ) How ftrange it is, that the^- 
fojal of the truth and certainty of the Scripture, 
that fuch a thing may be, does not more alarm men, 
and mar their quiet ; or that they can fo much as 
think of an eternal eftate without trembling, whilft 
they are at no folid determination in fuch a 
matter : yea, when the Scripture of God does not 
only witnefs a Heaven and Immortality, but 
ftews the World, there is fuch a thing as the firjl 
fruits and earneft of it ; whereof men here may be 
fully affiired. I would know, if fuch an Athetfm 
is to be found, that puts the Athettt beyond fear and 
doubting, even in his moft profefled confidence, and 
fcoffing at the truth : or can fufficientJy falvethat 
heart-aking and xontinued heJitation he is under, 
that fuch a thing may be true,-- (3.) I (hall add, it 
is matter of wonder, men Ihould .aamit the report and 
attefiation of others, about the truth and reality of 
fpdliaefij. who. yet live grangers to it ikmjthes ; 

yea, 



An Appendix. 473^ 

yea, fliould be at fome toil and pains, and come a 
length to be almott Chriftians^ without purfuing this 
in greater earneft, 

l' Inference IT. Which from the Scripture's accom- 
plifhmeht is clear, is this, that there is a jptttal 
debt on each Chriftian, on whofe foul the truth and 
faithfulnefs of God is fealcd, to give in bh fed there- 
to, and bear witnefs, that God is true. Thus is 
there a mutual fealing ; which is undeniably clear 
>you fee (z Cor. 1.22,)' the Lord's putting to his 
feal,which by all his people is well known : and have 
you not alfo (John 3, 33.) the Cbrifiietn's feal and 
witnefs moft exprelly held out and call'd for ? This 
is indeed a duty, in which (we may fay) the mean- 
eft of the Saints bears his part, who hath that 
.witnefs within himfe/f, whereby he knows the cer- 
. tainty of the words of truth : which is a great thing, 
that fuch on folid ground can fay, He does not mote 
clearly fee the truth, written in the Bible before him, 
than he knows and can read but by an other charac- 
ter and engravening) this written ivithin him\ though 
, none elfe can read the fame, but he who hath it. I 
know, there is a debt to the leaft Scripture- truth, 
which thofe who profefs the fame, do owe, when a 
witnefs and confeflton iscall'dfor, and hath thus fpe- 
cial acce&, in a fuffering time, to fet to his feal by 
aclofc adherence thereto. But we muft fay, this is 
fomething elfe, that concerns the confirmed Chri+ 
ftian, as a peculiar debt he owa to the truth and faidf- 
fulnefe of his God (which his foul hows right welfand 
hath had oft confirmed) to give unto him the glory 
efhis faithfulnefs : We find David {Pfalm 89. I.) 
thus fpeaking, as one prefled upon fuch a duty. And 
though fome have a more fpecial call and greater ad- 
vantage to this than others \ yet we may fay, the 
confirming and fealing of the truth is like a gceat 

and 
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I J and publick treafure, wherein the meaneft Chriftian 
| j Wants not acceft to cart in his mite. Now for further 
|| I; WL clearing this, what the Cbrijlian's feal and atte/la- 
J tionofthe truth means, and what accefs or advan- 
i| | tage he hath iot acquitting himfelf of fuch a 4ebt s \ 

I would point a Imle at, in thefe few particulars. 

J *-*( I. ) It is clear, that he who believes, and receive* 

t 1 the tedimony of Jefus Chrift, does thus fct to his 

I feal, that he is true, and fubferibes ( as it were ) the 

II truth and doctrine cf the Gofpel. John 3. 33. 
I m Z'( 2 -) ^ is alfo clear, the (hewing forth.ofthe^wff 
jl ofgodlinefs> and the virtues of him who hath called 
I \ mm, is through the tract of a Chriftian's life, a\Ii- 
I 1 ving and vifible witnefs thereto.- -(3.) VV e may judae, 
\ the converted man upon that new and marvellous 

I difcovery, he hath got of the truth, upon his Srft 
I j entering into a Chri/lian fate, when he hath paft 

\\ i, that great flep,and is as one come into another World, 

I I 1 H^-hath then a fpecial call,and advantage for fuch a duty, 
I I! that if it were afked, What is the firft fervice fuch 
I |j f exues to the truth ? Is it not even this, to commend 
I ||i I :%y his feal and teflimony to others^ what God hath 

I 'te^*" ^fo marvcllojufly commended to his foul? And thus 

\i I j needs not want accefs to let the World know, who 

I lLi may wonder at fuch a change, that though once he 

Jllfi was blind, be docs now fee ; and afluredly knows, 

X !■ the truth is the ^uw*/* God to falvation, which he 

HBR no more believes .upon the report and teftimony of 

I fcl others, lince now he fees it with his own eyes. He 

|H1' then is to anfwer th.it call, Luk % 22. When sou arc 

I converted^ rengthen your brethren, ) When a Chri- 

||y'| (lian is confirmed, upon fome remarkable faint and 

I j j /i«??ering, and bath got a new feal or the faithfulnefs 

ill I of God, is he not under fome new debt, to reftore 

MH- with advantage what he had taken from the credit 

I HK of the truth, and give that good report and witnefs 

l thereto, which may ubviate any rededion he might 

J \ \ have 
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have caufedby his faint ? Sure it is, the Chriiiian's 
teftimony hath then this fpecial advantage, t9 
c§nfirm others in the way of the Lord, that his for- 
mer fears and (bakings have been fo difccrnable. 
Thus we fee, Hezekiah after fuch a remarkable plunge 
and fainting, comes in with his witnefs, Jfai, 38. 
15. What fhalll fay ? He hath both fpoken, and 
bimfelf alfo hath done it, &c. And David, 
Pfalm 31. 22. How concerned was he in fuch a 
duty, lfaid I am call out of thy fight ; Yet thou hear- 
dejl the voice of my f>p plication. -~($.) When we fee 
\Aiheifm much abound, and hath a publick appea- 
' ranee, when it is not a particular truth, but the 
truth and faithfulnefs of God is challedged, we may 
judge, it then calls and calls aloud to the godly 
man, for his appearance, even by fome mere obvious 
teftimony, than at other times, to fo great an in«er- 
eii. Sure it is, when the lot of a Chriitian is in fuch 
a time caft, and amongft a generation of mockers, 
he will not want accefs and a fpecial call, by a 
clv.iftianly grave and prudent witnefs, to own the 
truth, as that which he is obliged to feal, though 
there were none elfe ; yea, we may think, this mould 
be a call and incitement, where zeal for Jefus Chrift 
hath got a command over bis foul, as might burft 
his tongue-ftrings, which before were tyed, when 
the faithfulnefs of his God, which he fo oft hath pro- 
ved, is by men brought in queftion : which to 
David was like a fword that thurft him through, 
and he could not bear it when they fajd unto 
him, Where is your GW?--(6.) Upon the clofeofiomc 
(harp and remarkable trial, when the Chriftian af- 
ter a ftorm comes fafe to land, fuch a new difco- 
very he hath of the truth and faithfulnefs of God, 
Jays then a neiv debt on him, to bear witnefs there- 
to. Is he not thus concerned, not to leave the crofs of 
Jrfus Chrift at a lofs, which hath left him at t> 
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great an advantage ; or part therewith without 
fuch a teftimony, that may endear the way of the 
Lord to others ? Thus afflicted Job, after a long con- 
tinued ftorm, comes in the cUfe to pay the truth's 
rent, by his feal and teftimony thereto. Job, 42. / 
have heard of thee, &c. I hope, this debt in a large 
meafurc fball be yet fouod on many of this Genera- 
ration, when this ftorm is over, to prefs their fpirits 
for bearing fuch a teftimony, that they thirfied n»t 
when he led them through < tbc defer ts ; But have oft 
there heen furprifed with his immediate help, to afto- 
nifhment. /fat, 48. 21.— (7.) Is not the experience 
of a Chriftian and thofe grave remarks he hath of 
the faitfifulnefs of God, a fpecial truft put into bis 
hand, and a piece of bis talent, that calls for his fcal, 
as a rent which fuch owe to the truth ; and fhould 
have fome further reach, than his own perfona! efU- 
blifhmcnt ? I mull fay as to this, none of the faints 
want their peculiar engagements, which they 
may judge arc upon them, even beyond others ; 
; yea, fuch lingular confirmations they have had 
of the way of the Lord, and oft with rhofc afto- • 
niihiag circumftances,that to fmother the fame, with- 
out fome gain and advantage thence paid in to the 
truth, might be reckoned a ftealth from the genera- \ 
tion. We may judge, fuch a thing prtffed David's 
foul for a vent, Pfalm 66. 16. And truly foroething 
of this practice, managed with humble, prudence, 
in a grave intercourfe and communication of fome 
special confirmations of the truth, were a choice 
improvement of Chriftian Society and fellowjhifr. 
Iconfefs, to manage this well, feemsone or the moft 
difficult pieces of duty,a Chriftian owes to others ; and 
I humbly judge, may be miftaken, in its chief end by 
too much dwelling fometimes on the cafes of a Chri- 
ftian, and debating thefe, to which their light and 
judgment my give more arife, than a prefent pref- 
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ure and weight of the fame \ the multiplying of 
rhichl have oft looked on as a darkening the folid 
.nd plain way of GodHneft, and making it perplext 
/jid,thorny, which lies in little bounds, when well 
irterftood. But we fee what a fpecial improve- 
t of Chriftian fellowlhip h held forth, Mai 
for their mutual joy and eftablifhme 
ihe truth, in a time when it was in queftion 
lat advantage there is to ferve the Lord, 
mid wifh fo excellent a means were more diredt- 
\ this end : Norihould this hinder fuch a duty* 
there may be an empty (how and counterfeit of 
it alfo, and the fhalloweft brooks fometime make 
greateft noife.---(8.) Here is a fpecial call for the 
iriftian's feal and witnefs to the truth, under fome 
\arkable exigence and ftrait^ whiltr throng'd with 
nifold temptations, then is he concerned by his 
ipearanccto fhew forth the faithfulnefs of God, 
his teftimony thereto j that may let others know, 
ho in fuch times will be great obfervers of his way, 
the is fatufied with God, and with the fecurity 
his word, to reft on, when he hath no rolling place 
where ; that bethinks not his burden too great, 
roll over on the promife ; but hath this to fay, in 
lehalf of the truth, Perfecuted, jet not forfaken \ caft 
n, yet not defrayed. You may fee the Apoftlc 
ing fuch a debt on this account, Having nothing^ 
poffefs all things, 2 Cor. 6. lO.--(Laftly) I muft fay, 
i call to this duty waits the Chriftian in a fpecial 
manner at the clofe of his day. Then, O then, is, 
he concerned to acquit himfelf of that debt, by 
commending the way of the Lord, and confirming 
others therein. Would it not be a choice appendix 
to the Teftamentand laft Will of a dying Chriftian, 
tti feal with his laft breath the faitbfulnef of God ; 
and then when his words are of more weight than at 
other times, to bear this wunefs, that through the 

various 
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various fteps of his life he knows God is trui 9 \i<*\ 
hitherto hath helped. It is fure % the prefent c 
has its duty, and each remarkable time of one's 
life hath fome proper work : But this, I muft fay, 
feems to fall in, as the laft fervice of a dying Chrif- 
tian to his generation, to deliver the truth off nil 
hand, which he had received and oft proved, with 
his leal and teftimony thereto : This were to be- 
queath a choice legacy to others. 

It is not here underftood, that particular rules can 
be given for ihc practice of this duty : but Christian 
wifdm is profitable n dueft* as occafion offers, and the 
prefent calt is circumltanced. But fure it is, each 
Cnnftlan is tfius a witnefs, & as it were judicially fitted 
in behalf ol that Attribute ot the faithfulnefs of God, 
to attc(t by his feal, as a confirmatory fign thereo^that 
God is true ; a>ul as there is an implicit feal bv belie- 
ving, there is fomething more explicit then called for, 
in fimcs which feem to evacuate the promifc, when 
the reality of goilinefs is fo exprefly impugned by the 
aJvetfary as fanaxicifm. And thefe thing* 1 (hall fur- 
ther add ; (i.) That thro" the wnole Scripture, wc 
fee fn frequent intfanas, how much the faints have 
been thus takn\up y and in thofe tunes of the Church, 
when there was not fuch accefs another way, to keep 
in a remembrance of the faithfulnefs of God, and 
tranfmit a teltimony thereto, we find a pillar and 
flone if witnrfs ere&ed, iSam.j. 1 2. - — (2) Thus hath 
the Chriltian accef>, in the returns of thankfulnefs to 
God ; no mercy bein$ fo frnail, on which his faith- 
fulnefs is not engraven, as wc find David often, and 
Jacobs Gen. 32. 10. And fure it is, the difcovery of 
this to an oSfervina Chjiftian hath fometimes a 
grearei joy and fatisfaftion therewith, than the mercv 
in Wi o it appears. Tmulr (ay, it is a great defect 
in that excellent duty when fume teftimony to the faith- 
fulnefs of God is nut carried on iheiewith.--^) Hath 

not 
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pit tfie Ch/lftian an occofional call thereto, when- 

mtr this lies in his way, to fpeak to its credit , and 
year his witnefs? We mav fee,the truth & faithfulnefs 
trf Got! c<une never David's way, but wc find him 
' eak honourably thereof, from the fenfe of his pecul ar 
|agem-nts.. -( 4)Thert is no piece of aChriftian's fuf- 

IJnfc Hated on a particular trtetk but a confffton is 
■ewith called for of the faithfulnefs of God j thus 
bear witnefs before the world, that he is not offen- 
ftSnor is afbamed of the croft Q f Cbri/l> betaufe 
'v knows whom he hath believed ; wh till others by 
w»g fi*% father than eijjh&'m % do what in them li- 
ft to make Gad a liar. 

[inference III. From the Scriptures accomplifli- 
cnt, is this, that as there is a perfonal debt on the 
Vjfian, there it a publick debt alfo on the Churchy 

fp'tiat truft repofed on every age thereof 19 
jjlthe truth, and deliver that great interefr eff its 
«d, to the ages to come, with a wimefs to the 
Wulnefs of God. The Scripturf fcerein is clear ; 
h we have it in an exprefr propheftc held forth 
palm 145. 4, 5, 6. ) that one generation, in a 
^tinued feries, ftiould fral the truth to another, 
4 thus carrv forward a witnefs to the fame. For 
fch time hath fume peculiar rent, which it fhould 
i to the pofterity, from a new addition of the great 
jo remarkable works of the Lord : and it is fure, the 
eater things he hath witnefled, by his mo t emi- 
Jt' appearance for the Church, in one age beyond 
other, do add to this debt, and put fame fur- 
|T engagements upon ir r to record and tranjmit the 

°f the Lord and the memory of his goodneft K 
gfier-times.Now with refpeftto this weighty truth, 
■gild offer a few particulars (which this day, we 
|r fa % r( 'S rct > are fo much wanting; wherein f^me 
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thing of this debt, that one age of the Church owes 
,to another, in behalf of the truth, may appear. 

I* It may be judged a debt on the Church to pof- 
terity, io purfue that great intereft of thurutb, by an 
adding further, for confirming of the faith of the faints 
therein, from that difco very and peculiar advantage! 
the prtfent time affords : & thus effc&ually endeavour 
to advance the repute and credit of the truth,on folid 
demonftrative grounds of ks certainty. This hath the 
greater call, when it t* fd much the work of the time 
and of not a few labouring therein,to Jhah & unfettti 
men, as to this great foundation j yea, fo muchwnV- 
Un t that hath a vifible tendency to this end. One 
thing particularly fliould be wifhed, that the publick 
records of every age, as they concern the Churchy did 
carry therewith more clearly fome hiftory of the vert* 
ftcaiion of the trmh y by tranfmittingthofe great & con- 
fpicuous remarks of the w ay of God with the Church) 
to pofterity * by which the Scripture then hath 
been fignally confirmed : thus mould one age declare 
its faithfulnefs to the next, which were a choice 
piece of fervice, being gravely and with caution ma- 
naged , > \.^2t 

2. This debt does the Church owe to pofteri- 
ty, with refpeel to the truth, to endeavour its tranf- 
mitting purely, and without hurt etnd prejudice* 
For it is to the Church, the Oracles of God are com- 
i mitred ; & for that great truft,muft fhe in every time 
be refponfible. But as to this, 1 muft fay, that article 
of the truth of God, which is more jharply affaulted, 
and hath endured greatefl oppoftion from the adverfe 
party, makes this debt the greater, to deliver that off 
her hand, with all care and circumfpeclion, yea, with 
fome peculiar teftimony thereto. It is true,, there 
want not in every age fome to appear upon the truth's 
intereft ; yea, it is a duty lies at each Chriftian'sdoor, 
when called to give a confeffion of the fame ; but as 
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no private appearance can anfwer to a publick re* 
oord and monument, it is thence clear, that in a time 
of great incroachment on the truth, when a remarka- 
ble breach is like to be made, and theaffault not from 
a private adverfary, but a publick formidable cm" 
^mion of a party, fome more folemn authorita* 
ve and united concurrence is then called for, in tho 
lurch's teftimony, for her exoneration ; that with 
-jch an advantage may witnefs to the ages to t come t 
Whereat their fathers left, how they held out, and 
Jprreftled to keep their ground, in defence of the gof- 
jpel. This, we may fay,is like the catting up oizBank 
guard again ft a further breach, when the enemy 
erne: in like a flood : and it is known, the conftfft- 
\s of the Church in every age, with fuch a publick 
ftimony to the truth, whilft followed with vih> 
c hazard and fuffering, have been more effectually 
fubfervient to the truth's confervation, than all the 
Vfputes of men. Thus did they overcome (Rev. 12,7,) 
f the bUod of the lamb, and the word of their tif* 
Wnony. l-lar S2ri 

3. Thisfpecial debt alfois upon the Church, with 
a refpeft to pofterity, to contend for the truth 
once deliv, r:d to the Saints, and but once, fince it 
n admit no change or alteration to the fecond com- 
ng of the Lord, O how blefled a debate and ftrife 
his is, though in fuch an intereft reftfiing unto blood 
hould be called for ! But whilft I mention this 
uty, it cannot be underftood with refpect to that 
£eat intereft of Religion only, or the weightier mat- 
ters of the Lmv, that are more fundamental, whilft 
under a profefled zeal to thefe, a latitude and indiftV 
rency in other concernments of the truth is flielter- 
fd. It is indeed ftrange ; though no ftrange thing 
m th s time. But let me afk, can a piece of truth 
fold forth in the Scripture, be of that low value, to 
Warrant the quitting or yielding up of it if 
X brought 
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brought in debate ; when one line of this is of more 
ineftimable worth, than the crowns and fceptcrs of 
all the Monarchs of the earth ? Sure it is, the God 
ef truth hath prized it at another rate ; who declares 
iieaven and eartb (hould rather failure one tittle of hit 
tword perijb. And can thofe, in greater things be faith- 
ful, who are not thus in a little ? It is too clearly 
icen, how fmall a yielding makes a great breach.' 
Truths comparatively fmall may be great in their 
fiafon, when they are the word of his patience ; yea, 
we may fay, the lefler it feems, and of mean value 
with many, it makes the Chriftian's adherence there- 
to a greater tcftimony. It is clear, what a clofe con- 
catenation there is amongft the truths of God, held 
forth in the Scripture ; that one part thereof cannot be 
flruckat, without a fpecial prejudice to the whole 0 . 
yea, it may be faid, every corruption of the truth 
fcath an aim at the very foul of Religion, by a di- 
jc£l tendency thereto. ^ A 

4. It is a great duty the Church owes the pofte- 
C ity, for which this day there feems a more than or- 
dinary call, to ftudy the tranfmitting of truth and god- 
linefs, not in a naked form only> but in the life and 
power thereof Sure it is now too obvious, which 
gives ground both for grief and aftonilhment, that 
through a large part of the reformed Church, and m 
thofe places where fometime the truth hath brightly 
Alined, with much (late and warmnefs ; yea, where 
religion in its purity is yet profefledly counte- 
nanced, and the worlhip of God owned, even 
there we may fee the power and fpirituality of this 
is a flrange and unknown thing : that by many withifl 
l" the Church and of fome repute therein, it rui^M 
fce quettioned, /; there indeed a Holy Ghofl, and afl 
w inward teaching of the Spirit, which by its working 
and efficacious influences is known upon the foul . 
Or, is there fuch a thing as i&\ ftlkwfiip and cor,- 
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^Verfe with GW,in the fecretandthe morepublick du- 
ties of a Chriftian, that is affuredly found ? Oh what 
caufc is there to fear,the fhadow& form will be quickly 
gone, when the power thereof is fo great a myftc- 
ry ! I know, it is a fore challcnge,and may feem ftrange 
«to fome. I do here profefe, it is not to reflect on any 
!place,or particularCrmrch,more than another. Butwc 
may fay,this want and decay is too great and univerfal 
to be hid ; and now the tide feems fo far fpent anJ 
•gone back,yea to a fmall appearance of its return, and 
Hhe Church of Chrift at that pais, that if the faithful- 
nefs of God were not furety,which ftands good for all, 
we might upon ordinary appearance judge, nothing 
clfe is left, but now To your tents every man ! that 
each one (hould fliift for himfelf, and give over the 
^Church. But furc I am (I blefs the Lord, without 
^debate in this matter ) upon a better warrant than ap- 
pearance, our fafety is this day to keep by the veflel, 
-and not part intercfts with an afflicted and almoft 
% finking Church ; a publick Spirit may yet be found 
"the choiceft way to fecure a private inter eft. Oh what 
u do we fee ! Is not almoft every where men's hands 
htpon their loins ; and fo little inquiry in that ex- 
Itreme exigence, what point of duty can yet be eflay- 
?ed, to get religion up again, which now is at fo 
Wore a backfet ! We might hope, a great outcoming 
{hould be, where little is expecled, even upon a fmali 
ftirring of duty. Some things, I am fure, are to be 
^wijhed, that would be of fingular ufe to promote 
this intereft : which I (hall very briefly point at. 

Fir ft, It fhould be wi(hed, this great mean olPrayer^ 
yet left to the Church,were wi:h more finglentfs and 
' fervency improved, both by the Chriflian alu; j, and 
in convede with others. This is well know,., in 
the molt dark and difmal times of her conditio^ 
fWbat marvellous help it hath b. ought at an 
X 2 cxtrctut}-} 
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extremity,when it hath feem'd in fomejnanner ultimut 
conatm udefi&> and all other things gone. O a fpirit 
of prayer, what advantage hath remarkably followed 
upon this, to fetch the wind, yea, to get the veffel as 
it were put on float, when it hath been a low ebb • 
with the Church ! To haften her delivery, and in the 
mean time keep her wounds bleeding before the Lord! 
We may fay,, thus hath the meaneft of the Saints 
acceS to do a great piece of fervice, even to the 
Church univerfa), and the recovery again of the pow- 
er of Godltncfs, that is now fo far gone* 

2. With refpefl: to this, it b to be wiftied, that a 
greater Correspondence through the reformed Church 
were more effectually purfued ; to know others cafe, 
what eminent hazzard appears to the truth, or fore 
trial and affault that feme particular Church may have 
beyond others ; for witneffing mutual fympathy ; for 
communication of counfels ; the obviating prejudices 
and miftakes ; a grave incitement and upftimng of 0- 
thers, to the duty of the time ; and thus a further 
concurrence endeavoured, in promoting the great 
intereft of the j»ofpcl. Oh fad, that fincc the refor- 
mation brake up, fo little of this hath been practil; 
cd I but now much more gone, that except by ordt- 
tmy travelers t or fometime publick Gazzets, the great 
concernments of the neighbouring Churches, and the 
more remarkable occurrents of providence therem, 
are but little known. I fliould account it a nktnpr 
gud, if fomething of a pubiick Spirit, with refpea 
to fuch a mean, didmore appear. We know not wnac 
advantage might follow this eflay, 

0 This fliould be wideband might be a nota- 
ble and ufcful help, yea, of no great difficulty ( no* 
whilcft there is fuch plodding in Religion, by airy 
notions, as if that e;reat intereft were the diay of men * 
wit and invention >tfo ftudy the tranllatjng oMornc 
our choife Bnglijb pieces, in othtr 
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hich do moft nervoufly hold forth the truth ef 
tdlinefs, both in its simplicity, and in the life and 
power thereof. Such as are moft fit to put men on an 
ojher fcent,for bringing the naked fpectilation of truth 
down to that more near feeling, and abfolutely ne- 
ttffary foul-converfe therewith ; yea, fuch as with 
peateft clearnefs might ftiew the world fomething of 
^e inefttmablc advantage of that excellent fludy,how/ 
ell godlinefs fuits, and is a lingular help in ever/ 
ling and condition of men, to make their way eafy 
dpleafant, amidft the plunges of their life ; but 
pecially, that may hold forth the indifpenfable ne- 
tflity thereof. It is fad to think in what a meafuro 
cellent holinefs is wounded, and darkned by fo 
reat a cloud of prejudice, almofl: through the reform- 
Church, which is much pretended, upon the* 
travagance and unfuitable practice of many profef- 
ig the fame, and yet fo little care to obviate and pre- 

4. I mud further add what, I am fure, is to be 
ifhed, when fo fmall ground feems of hope therein, 
id calls now for much prayer, to fee a fpiritual and 
ithful Mtniflry, given to the Church ; of whom 
might be faid \ tbefe are the Jmbafadsurs of Jefus 
*krifi, with their Matter's authority imprefled 
them j who in earned do travtl in birth y to 
~je Chrift firmed in their hearers, and preach 
with a feeling of that they fpeak, to themfelves, as 
Well as others ; fuch who truly watch fir men's fouls* 
Hth an awful impreflion of that, left their bhod be 

quired at their hands. How great a blefling (hould , 
this be to a decayed Church, and what a ground of 
nope were it of a recovery ! For its feen and clearly 
Wicneffed, that connexion which is betwixt the 
Uurch's cafe, and the miniftry thereof. Was it 
not feen at the breaking out of the Gofpel, and the 
ttfcrvellous fuccefc it had in the beginning of the re- 
X 3 £ formation 
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formation after that long darknefs under Antichrift'f 
feign, how choice and excellent a miniftry was 
then fent forth ; yea,what a remarkable conflcllation 
cf great lights did appear, who did both burn and 
ihine in their time. Oh ! Thefe are gone ; and but a 
few(comparatively with that timc)of fuch a fpirit now 
to be found : but this fad remark we cannot ftun, 
that the greattfl plague the chriftian world and much, 
of the reformed Church this day is under, is 
from the watchmen by whom the truth, in its 
power, hath been more wounded, than its moft pro- 
filed adverfarics. I know,there wants not fuch a bor- 
rid party in this time, who take advantage to reflect 
on and decry that excellent office and appointment of 
Jefus Chrift for his Church, becaufe of the abuft 
thereof j whom I dare not, from the aw of God, an- 
fver in their dialect, which is only railing, and is all 
their flrength : but /*/ Lord rebuke that evil fpirit, 
jiow abroad'in the world! Whilft I fpeak to that great 
alvantage, the Church and the power of religion 
hath by a faithful minfiry, I muft further add this, as 
* debt the prefent generation owes to the pofterity, to 
vicnefs a particular care and refped to fuch who arc 
Jooking forth withfome aim xo\h\s great calling; that 
jn fo fadnkng a dajf theft might be incouraged and ftir- 
red up (1 mean where there is fome promifing appea- 
rance) to follow their aim,and not faint,whcn difficul- 
ties fecm to grow in their way, and the fickle now 
laken out of the hand of many faithful labourers ; but 
cfpecully for their taking along with other ftudies- 
that more excellent Rudy, fanelificat ion, which ill io 
indifpenfablv neceflary to make able miniflers of w 
New Tegument. Sure thofe have now a fpecial ad- 
vantage to witnefs their love and refped to Jefus 
Chrilt, who keep their face that way forward, 
when there fcems no other incitement, but the fervicc 
^ fuch a Mcflcr ! They may have a mean appearance, 
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_nd at this day conflict with many difficulties,on whom 
great fervice may yet wait for theChurch of Chrift. 

Inference IV. // is a duty of fpecial ufe, with re- 
fpect to a right undcrftanding and diftinft conception 
of the fulfilling of the Scripture, to difcern the times 
and inquire ferioufiy thereabout : fincc it is clear, 
bat in particular ages and periods of time the Scrip- 
Jre muft take place, and the Prophecies thereof, 
Jwhich relate to each period of time, have their parti- 
cular and exact accomplifhment therein. It is fure, 
tthiscan be no matter of debate, that fuch a duty is 
called for in fo dark an hour upon the Church ; 
yea, the greater the darknefs grows, it feems to have 
1 more preffing call ; when we foe the clouds ga- 
thering, that they are like to cover the face of the 
tie ; the Church univerfal fo fore benighted, that 
be hath almoft loft her way amidft thefe mifts, and. 
aongthe multitude of thefe by-paths : for then it is 
lot only incumbent on the publick watchmen, but we 
nay fay, concerns the godly every where, to be ori 
p this account feers, to how the times, and what 
yrael ought to do. Sure it is, no Chriftian wants 
his watch-tower, where he may get up, by a near 
wiverfe with God in the Scripture, and thence aa 
from a great height confider the prefent time j yea, 
' have a clear view of the moft ftrange perplexing oc- 
j currents thereof, how amidft thefe his work about 
I Jfbe Church keeps its way, and moves ftill forward, 
^rithout lofing of ground, and hi, truth does convin- 
cingly take place. 

Now with refped to this I fhall here offer fome 
thoughts, what in fo neceflary a duty concerns 
tie godly, and calls for their ferious enquiry, for a 
right difcovery and under/landing of the time 3 and 
Hull fhortly touch it in a few particulars, 
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F!r/} f It is of great import to know From the 
Scripture, what of the night it is, how far it fecm* 
to be fpent, and now in what witch thereof the 
Church is fallen, as to her prefent ftate. For thus we 
might know to what period of her condition thefe 
great and remarkable things, which fall out in the 
World, do relate. This, I confefs, Would be a 
perplext bufinefs,if the appearance of things were our 
guide, and wanted that blefTed conduct of the written 
"Word, when the Church's way feems involved in fo 
flrange a labyrinth. One thing is fure that the Lord 
hath founded Zhn. and is now building her up: 
Which marvellous work cannot halt, but in all ages 
is in a continued progrefs, wherein the great builder, 
doth lofe no time. And from the Scripture thefe things' 
feem clear and manifeft,— 

1, That as the who]e eleclkn muft obtain, fo 
now are there a great many of that elect Church al- 
jeady entered into a triumphant condition, and arc 
now got fafe on ftioar. There is this day a great and 
innumerable company of all Nations, Tongues and 
Languages, that were of old committed to the Me- 
diator's truft, and to be brought forth under the times 
of the New-Teftament, who are ptrftcled and before 

* the throne \ after whom the Gofpel did follow, and 
made many a long ftep to bring them in from the 
furtheft corners of the earth. 

2. This alfo is clear, that the Church militant hath 
now faffed and is gone thrwgh that long continued 
and mutt difrhal trial, which under the times of the 
Gofpel and until the clofe of time was to go over her 
head, even that fore bondage from Antkhrift, and 
under his reign. It is true, this adverfary does not 
ceafe.nor give over the quarrel : for he wants not 
■wrath, when his power is abated ; and this day we 
fee him in a great ftir, to raife up that accurfed intercft, 
and fct it irtits^own place, that hath fo remarkably 

becn> 
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been brought down, and begun to fall before the-Gof. 
!pel. But a ftep further of that judgment ( which af- 
furedly is not fkeping ) will end the bufinefi, How- 
ever this is now manifeft, that the Winter is pafi y and 
the Church* sfpring begun, yea, in a large meafure ad- 
vanced ; whofe growth and tender bloflbm the 
celd nor florin cannot blaft, but muft be fubrer- 
Vient thereto, and haften the fummerh approach. 

3, Upon this inquiry, where the Church now is ? 
and tn what, or what manner of time, her prefent flat* 
feems to fall ? I think there are clear and convincing 
fymptoms, by which fome notable Crj/is in her 
condition may be difcerned : that after many conflict, 
and fore wreftling, fince her vidory begun over An* 
tichrift, this time ef the Church feems to fall un- 
| der that more remarkable affault, which may be look- 
ed for from this adverfary before the pouring out 
itf the fifth vial on his throne and feat ; which, as the 
• preludium of fo great a viftory, may in fome propor- 
tion thereto be more dreadful and fliarp, for a time,, 
than any we have teen. I humbly judge, the Scrip- 
(i*ure points clearly at this, which fhews the wreftling 
^condition of the Church, and a war continued be- 
twixt Antichrifi and the Lamb, even in his falling 
irate, (Rev. i 7 . 14. ) until that laft decifion ( which 
is made fure in the Church's favour ) put him eff the 
field \ For the Lamb (hall overcome , and they that are 
to his fide, who are called,^ choftn and faithful And 
fmcc it is thus, that the Church's intereft is advanced, 
by the renewed affaults of that adverfary, fhould it be 
ftrange, that the feveral fteps of her riftng have fome 
conflict and oppofttion proportioned thereto ? Muft 
file not be in pain and labour, as a woman in travd % 
.fir her bringing forth ? Yea, do not the ftiarpeft 
iftowers both prefage and haften the delivery t For 
tbjsdothtbeScrjpmre witnefs, which is written for 
we ages to come, Micah 4, 13. B$ in pain,> 0 
X j Daughter 
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Daughter of lion, and go forth unto Babylon, for there 
flak thou be delivered. I muft judge, fo formidable 
an approach of Anttchrifl this day, and the advan- 
tage he Teems to have, with thefe fore ftrughngs of 
the Church of Chrift, as in an extream betwixt life 
and death, do more promife, than threaten ; and 
are a hopeful prcfage of a further enlargement, and 
the bringing forth fome great and important 
truth in its feafon to a performance ; yea, have a di- 
reft tendency, under the wonderful conduit of the 
blefled difpofer of thefe things, to help forward fuch a 

^ T'This we may know from the Scripture, though 
now it feem a contradiaion both to fenfc and reafon, 
that the Church's interefi is cn a prefent advance, 
, and at this day on the prevailing hand. It is true, un- 
der all the changes of her condition, and through the 
whole time of the New-Teftament, this truth muft 
be made out ( Job. 3. 30. ) that Jcfus Chrift in his 
Kingdom muft increafe, even when choiceft inftro- 
xnents wear out, and to appearance are in a moft Ian- 
guifhing decay 3 that intereft doth then fiounfh as 
the Palmtree, the more it is depreiTed 5 nor ha h 
the Church bounds fct to its continued mcreafe, until 
it once come to the perfet* day when the Kingdom 
(hall he delivered up to the Father, and all powers, 
fubdued and brought under xhc Mediator s^ feet. 
But this rife and increafe of the Church, which is 
here underftood, cn the falling of Antic br if t, 1 
muft fay, hath a further reach, and is in a more 
eminent confpicuous way pointed at in the benpture, 
as that which waits on a more folemn and remark- 
able period of the Church's ftate. It is true, fuch 
hours may fall in, with fome fad intervals, in which 
fuccefsand all advantage appears on the adverfane, 
fide ; for thus we find the Scripture point forth 
Anticbrift's ruin, and the progrefs of h» J ud g mcn ^ 
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and downcafting in the various fteps thereof, with a 
AiTpecial refemblance to the Lord's way with Pharaoh ; 
{ of whom he appears to have been a type, fuch judi- 
cial Arokes of induration^ both, a gradual pro- 
cedure by one plague afteitt fwother, with the fame 
effect and product, to give*J»e Church a new aflault, 
on any favourable interval ; until the great God 
wake his power known, as once he did at the red Sea. 
£<Eor there we may fay, did the Lord firft found a na- 
tional Church, with a fpecial t>pe of the great 
*/W<oiks-and deliverances he would do for her in afcer- 
■imes, and by thi< reprcfent that marvellous ftroke he 
is to biing on Antichrift.. It is not ftrangc, to fee the 
truth brought down to the grave, yea, as it were 
I buried, when even this thing, by the overruling pro- 
fcidence of him who maketh. all things work together 
mbr her good y is turned to her advantage, and tends to 
her rifmg with a greater luft re and brightnefs ! Who 
* Could in an ordinary way judge the reformed Church 
then upon an advance, in the French maffacre, the 
Cathnlick League there, and the Low Country per- 
secution by Alva ? Yet thefe were an antecedent 
preparation to her further rife, which a little time 
Enade appear. 
[: 5. This further I fliall add as to the prefent time 
of the Church, which from the Scripture feems clear, 
Jjfbat hlejfcd and much longed for, and glorious 
day of the fecond coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
( which, as the laft period of the full accomplifh- 
ment of all that is written, will once for all and 
for ever put a glorious clofe to the Church's warfare ; 
. the fouldier's fword and helmet, fliall then belaid 
afide, and give place to the victor's harp and crown, 
never to be laid down again ) hafteth apace. O 
Net him who writeth, and him who readeth, fay, even 
Jo !ccv:t,Lord Jefus, quietly. It is fure,thatGod who hath 
• ippoiatcd mag his time ; & with whe-mis the number of 
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fcis months and years, hath fet time its glafs alfo, and 
bounded the duration of this world, that it cannot 
continue one minute more f And tho' the particular 
time falls not under ourflflqmfy, wnicri thcMajefty of 
God hath concealed from' tbe j Angels : yet is this clear, 
there are figns given of its hear approacbjWhkh in their 
feafon will be difcernable, though little noticed by 
the world i it being in fuch a lethargy, and men 
then fo thronged with the cares of this life, that thefe 
grave forewarn ings will not roufe them up. But it 
is evident, fuch figns are not given in vain : for there- 
with the Church hath a call to difcern wifely what 
appearance there is of the approach of that day \ yea, 
on fuch an account to lift up their head with a fo- 
fcmn congratulation. O what a marvellous truth is 
this, the ferious thoughts of which might give 
men new fubject for wonder each day, that tht 
time is hafienhg^ when the Redeemer of the Church 
ftall appear in the clouds of heaven^ in faming fire, 
With an innumerable cdmpany of the Angels; & now 
tht duft of the Saints hath not long to fleep, before 
they be awaked, with that unfpeakable fweet and ra- 
vifliing found of the laft trumpet ! Faithful is he who* 
hath promifed : yea, for further aflurance, we have a* 
fclemn oath thereto, by him who live's for ever and 
ever, It is long fince John gave this warning to the- 
Church, Behold^ he eametb with clouds ! and then- 
did thefe primitive Chriftians folace themfelves on that 
ground. Some few evidences of this day's approach < 
with a fafe warrant from the Scripture we may dif- 
cern ; which as the bloflbmingof the fpring doth wit- 
rtefs the Summer is now near, (i,) If the whole days> 
of the Gofpel^ fince that glorious triumph of the Me- 
diator in his fufrering for the Church and his refur- 
reftion, be upon the Scripture's reckoning the la$ 
times, we muft then jud|e, th night is far fpent, and 
the day at handr*~{*.) If ia the days of the feventb 

trumpet 
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l^irumptt the myftery of God fhall be finijhed y is not 
11 • this clear, that fwo ages are almoft paft fince it begun 
' to blow, under which the intereft of the gofpel hath 
a moft remarkable advance ? (3.) If the laft ftroke and 
£ utter abolifhing of Antichrift fhall be by the brigbtnefs 
itfCbrig's ftcond coming [iTbefi 2. 8. ) is there 
• not folid ground' thence to judge, this bleffed day haf^ 
I Utby when his falling is fo far advanced ? It is fare, we 
have feen his Kingdom in a great meafure darkned, 
his con fuming and mould ring down by tho breath 
of ChrijVi mouth in the preached gofpel : and now 
wait in hope for that more remarkable Hep of his judg- 
ment, which the Scripture, I think, gives as a near 
fign of the coming of theLord; even fuch as the white 
ikie and morning- brigbtnefs is to the watchman, 
of the days being near. And thus, as we fee the ruin 
and downfall of the man of fin advance, there feems 
to be a proportional ground of certainty thence to 
conclude tho near approach of the day of Chrifi\ fe- 
cund coming. 

Second particular^ which in our difcerning tha 
lime calls for a ferious enquiry is this, what the pre-* 
ftnt appearance and figns of the time ftem to point at B 
For thefe, as the pulfe to the body, are of fpecial ufe 
to give a clear difcovery of its temper and difpofition 
but this is a prognoftication,that goeth above the ftars 
and all the rules of Aftrology, which the Scripture 
- only can make us know. Iconfefs, this day they feem 
fad, and every where look with a threatning afpect on 
the Church. We fee not now our figns, and thofe to- 
kens for good, which fometimes have appeared : 
but there are prefages, if we could gravely look there- 
on, that might caufe us with aftoniihment to enquire^ 
What can fuch things portend, and when will be the 
end of thefe wonders? Some fewl fliall briefly point at> 
which concern this time; that if we be not much afleep, 
1 might be very roufing, and make us regard the fame 

with 
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with an awful and humbling impreflfcn ; for they truly 
threaten : Yet Tmuft fay, with a reference to the Scrip- 
ture,h upon an inquiry imo that unerring record about 
their meaning ? — Fir/1, we hayea fafc warrant from 
them to concJude,that whatever may befal a particular 
Church, yet nothing thence can be concluded as de- 
monftrative of a mortal prejudice to the Church uni- 
verfal. For tho' this or that particular Church may be 
cut off, and fpuedout of bis wutb ( as many have and 
moft of tbe particular Churches ma ^ this day meditate 
terror: If is/pared not the natural Branchy take heed 
lift bealfb fparc not tbes, ftould found an alarm to each 
CJuurcb ; tfcofe very things with highly aggravating 
rireuuiftances, bang too obvious and cafy to be found 
with them, for which he cafts others ofTJ yet ht mufl 
increafe, and his Kingdom mull be a coming Kingdom: 
Yea, when he feems to lofe ground in one place of 
the wof Id, it is made up with advantage by the en- 
largement of the fame in another place ; and often out 
of the very ruins and diiEpation of that Church which 
he calls off, he carries materials to build him an houfe 
jelfewhere. In which cafe we are, inftead of a que- 
rulous faying, Why it it thus ? to adore and blcfs the 
glory of the Lord from his place, to juftify his pro- 
cedure, and be glad, that thy to 'whom he was not 
fpeken ofjhall fee, and they who had not beard Jball 
underflandr— Secondly, we may alfo fay with the fame 
warrant, that even a particular Church, which hath 
very death- prefaging fymptoms,and fcarce a token for 
good, can by him who healeth badflidings and lovitb 
freely , be recovered. He can make dry hones to flow 
rijb as a green herb : for the iffues from fpiritual death 
belong to him- He can make them, who had fallen 
from their fVrft love, repent and do the firft works ; 
whereby the departing of the ghry, and the removing 
of the candltftick sut of bis place, (hall be prevented. I 
im fo much the p< effed tp (ouch {his a little, 

becaufc 
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hecabfe the very few ferious, who are yet left ( or deli- 
vered from that fpiritual fopor and ftupidity, which- 
bath feifed on others ) while they lay to heart the things 
which concern the Kingdom Jcfus Chili, are,, 
upon the frightful afpeft of affairs and on the confide- 
ration of what they obferve in the temper of men and 
tendency of things, ready to cetft away all confidence* 
and abandon themfelves to a fimple defpondency : 
they almofl qu«ftion, whether they ought to enter* 
tain any hope, that we {hall any more .he called by 
that blefied name,Jehovab Sbammah^th^hotd is there; 
P feeing nothing apppears at prefent in the difpofition of 
[ men, or difpenfation of God, which doth not feera to> 
portend a final departure. Notwithstanding whereof 
I would defire fuch, as to beware left in their heart- 
lelTnefs they limit the holy one of Ifraet, and circum- 
I fcribe the fovereignty of grace within its juft latitude 
I and limits, fo for their eftablifliment againft fuch a def- 
I jjondency and for their excitement to a ferious wreft- 
ling with him in order to his abode, with us, tp, 
conlider thefe particulars. 

Firft, We may call this one of the figns and pre 
\ fai** of the time, that the Devil is now fo much, 
J aloft, and in a flrange way beflirring himfelf againft 
I the Church ; to beget every where a prejudice 
ci the truth, which tbia day by very remarkable, 
cftefts of his power may be feen.—It is fure, 
he is a bad neighbour j yet we muft fay, he endan- 
gers the Church moil, when becaufe he makes no 
great noife he is lead difcerned. His being apparently - 
jffiV/andftill hath been found in .experience more, 
teal to the flouriihing and real fuccefs of the gofpe],, 
than his rage ; and in his feigned flight more pre- 
valent, than in his more furious afjauhs. But we have j 
' the Scripture to alk concerning this ) which makes? 
tkfe clear, [1 J That his appearing with great wrath % 
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flicws his time {$ be jhort, and that it will be 
no continued or lying ftorm,ifo;. 12* 12,-- [1] We 
thence know, his being let htfe, with a more than 
ufual liberty, to trouble the Church, is previous to 
fome great and remarkable reftraht \ which you may 
fead^^,2o.7,8.wherc he is in a more fpecia! way let 
Joofe, but we find v t 10. his being chained up for ever 
follows,--^,] Wemayclearly fee from the Scripture 
the Devil much ahft , with a more remarkable ftir and 
noife, when fome great thing from the Lord is to be 
brought forth for the Church. When the fet time, 
that folemn and*blefTed time, was now come of com- 
plcating by that ont facrifce for ever the work of re- 
cemption, fo that this hour and power of darkntfi 
did introduce an everlafting fun-fhine upon the 
Church : and Satan,by purfuing thePrince of life unto 
the death, had a moft fatal overthrow* For by death 
ht overcame him who had the power of deaths 
that is, the devil ; and by being lifted up upon the 
crofs, he fpoiled principalities and powers, trium- 
phing openly over them ; and thus dying, fung the 
viflory, and faid, It is finijhed ! whereby a victory 
over all enemies is eternally enfured to the faints* 
Yea, is it not clear, what an hot alarm the Church 
may expeel from him, upon the approach of that 
great victory, and the decifionof the tali battle be- 
twixt Michael and the dragon ? fee Rev, 20. 9, 
10. what an appearance he will then, have, and in 
what a manner will he beftir hlmfclf. 

2. Is not this a prefent ftgn of the time, about 
which we may with fome aftonifhment inquire, what 
it doth mean, and if it hath any favourable afpeft on 
the Churches, That we fee almoft every where tht 
moft united andformiaable ajfautt of the adverfaries of 
the truth j and its fpecial aim at the kingly power and 
Supremacy of ^Mediator Head over his Church : 
|t which great truth the oppofitionof this time feems 
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moft direftly to be levelled ; yea, we may fay, the 
Crown of Chrift which becomes him alone to wear, 
and this piece of his glory, is now betwixt Antichrift 
and the Princes of [the Earth divided, each contend- 
ing for his fliare. Sure, this is too difcernable : and at 
prefent the adverfary feems to prevail, even to a bear- 
ing down and bringing under of that great imereft of 
our bleffed Mafter, But it is as fure there is no ground 
to fear this (being well underftood) which is a moft 
hopeful and promiftng ftgn to the Church : for we 
mult thus reafon from the Scripture ; if Cbri/l muft 
reign until all his enemies be brought in fubjeclion, it 
is then fure, the greater the oppofitlon and alfauh be, 
the victory muft be the greater. And if that be not 
only prayed for, but a clear prophecy, That Jefus 
Chrik will take unto himfelf his greatPower,and reign y 
muft we tiot then expect he will take it, yea, in a 
more eminent and confpicuous manner, when men 
are feeking, in the height of their rebellion and rage 
againft the Lord and his anointed, to feize on hia 
Scepter, and fnatch it from him ? And if this aho 
be fure, and in the volumn of that record of the 
Scripture written concerning him, that his Crown 
mull fiourifh on his own Head, fhall not then his 
enemies be cloathed with jhame f Yea, hath not this 
truth a dreadful afpeel on the crowns and Scepters of 
many princes, who would rob the mediator of his ? 

3. Is it not a ftrange prefage and ftgn of the time, 
that we now fee moft hopeful and promiftng appear- 
ances for the Church's good, remarkably blaited ; 
things, which in an ordinary way look to be grounds 
of encouragement, made to fail? We fee human props 
almoft every where removed, or broken *, the truth 
deferted by great men ; yea, the families of fuch fal- 
ling off this day from the Lord, whofe anceftors 
for a long time had been zealous for his intercft. I 
confefs, this is a threatning appearance, by which 

many 
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many now feem to be fhaken : but I would humbly 
reafon on Sen pture- grounds, that it is no bad Jign, 
but hath therewith fome comfortable afpect on the 
Church ; it being clear, (i.) That fuch a connexion 
is no ftrange thing in the bible, betwixt an extresm 
txigenee of the Church's cafe, and the Lord's emi- 
nent appearing for her relief* Sezlfai, 30. 18, &6}5» 
I fa, 51* 20, 2r, 22. Yea } I rnuft fay, it is hard to find 
any great mercy and remarkable deliverance of the 
Church, but hath at fome fuch backfet furprized her. 
(2.) Is not fuch ad ifad vantage &.forfaken cafeexprefly 
held forth as one of grace's opportunities of doing 
good U his people i Read Jer. 30. 14, 15* fcff. 
and you will fee it j that when none is to plead her 
saufty no healer , and Zion called an cutcaft y which 
no man feekeib after \ thence does the Lord allow 
his people to be incouraged, & to take it as a ground 
of hope, that he will by his own immediate hand ap- 
pear. (3,) Is it not from the word clear, that a people 
at fuch z difadvantage^ & under moft w\{\b\e weaknefs 
when in God's way,may be then made ufe offorgreate/i 
fervice ? They were in as fore diftrefs, of whpm(#/A. 
I ij 34. ) it is written, Out of weaiqefs they were made 
flrong) &C.--I (hall further add 5 Can there be caufe, 
from the withdrawing of humane help and proba- 
ble means of fafety, to fear the Church's ruin, when it 
falls under his hand, who by things moft deftrw£tive 
can ferve his intereft, and bring falvation at fuch a 
time, when none but God could fave ! And why are 
thofe wonderful providences, that have fo oft met the 
Church in a forfaken cafe, written before us in the 
Scripture ? Is it not for after-times^ to witnefs to po- 
fterity, how the Church may be cajf down^ but not dt- 
Ji/oyed ; and though me fall, fte cannot lie fiill, but 
muft arife ? Hof. 6. 1,2, 3. Nor have her adverfaries 
any caufe of triumph thence, M'uah 7. 8, 9, 10* 
4. As to the prefent appearance of the time, is not 

this 



An Appendix. 499 

tnis & threading ftgn 9 which hath a very dreadful af- 
pe£t on the Church, even that dijcemable hfs and dif 
advantage the be/i now feem to hat in their frame ^ and 
that under a growing trialof the Church ; & the £r£*f 
diftemper many of thefc appear to be in,whilft we may 
fee much of that holy fear and tendernefs, that did 
formerly fliew it fclf amongft the godly, gone j corrup- 
tion aloft ; prejudice eafily taken ; a Spirit of jealoufy 
poured out ; yea, very 11 range and unufual out-break- 
ings in offence and fcandal. And oh! is there not here 
caufe of fear, that the righteous God be on a further 
departure from his people, and that his judgment 
ihall yet more hotly purfue fuch, until he have con- 
fumed this generation ? On which account if he 
ftould make us a generation of bis wrath y we are 
called to adore and juftify the unfpotted way of the 
Lord, Yet even as to this, I muft adventure with 
rcfpecl to fovereignty of grace (which is only like 
itfelf, and infinitely above our thoughts ) to offer 
fome difcovery, from the Scripture,^ of what he hath 
done in like cafes. How marvelloufly hath the gra- 
cious and long fuffering God interpofed, and at fuch 
a fore extremity helped his Church ? For it is clear, 
f J .} That when the Church hath had no argument to 
make ufe of, no confidence to plead, but broken and 
confounded under the fenfe of horrid guilt, he finds 
one in himfelf, Ifai, 48* 9* For my name's fake will I 
iefer my anger , &c. ™ (2.) We find the Covenant 
made ufe of by the Lord, to fift a judicial proceed ure 
asainft his people, Pfalm 106. 44, Neverthelefs bs 
regarded their ajfiiflion s when he heard their cry ; end 
rememhredfor them his covenants -(3.) We find the rage 
and violence of the adrerfary, and their taking advan* 
tagc to blafpheme, made ufe of as an argument by 
Jiim to own his people, who had otherwife for-fault- 
ed all the former grounds of confidence, Deut. 32* 
26,. (4.) We may read how fovereign Grace 

hath 
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nath "thus marvelloufly tleppcd in, when the rod did 
not humble, and finiting would, not do the turn. 
/ fm&te them t and they went on frewardly in the way of 
their heart, Jfai 57. 17. Yet, fays the Lord, 
I will not thus quit them,there isone cure for aJl,/ have 
feen their ways, and will 'heal them. Such a difcovery 
alfo have we thereof, when a people's ruin is of 
themfelves, and iniquity hath brought them low. 
Hof 13. 9, 0 Ifrael, thou haft deffroyed thy felf% 
B lut in me is thy help. Yea,hath not grace refcued thofe 
on whom their mercy muft be forced,and while on a 
hot chafe in departing from God ! Hof 2, 7, 9. 
—(5.) Have we not this choice difcovery of the Lord's 
way with his people held forth in the Scripture, that 
whilft he works all their works fonhzm,Hewillmrk 
I theft in them alfo, Ifiti. 26. It, I fliall add, thus 
hath the freedom of grace(0 marvellous grace !)(hined 
forth in former ages of the Church. But they fadly mif- 
take its meaning, who are thus made fecure, and not 
thereby led unto repentance. 

5. This looks like one of the figns of our ttmc,that 
there is a great ceafing of the godly y yea the choice 
thereof, even by a more than ufual dijpatch : & is not 
this a fad Scripture-prefage of evil coming, when 
fuch are (as it were) haftned away, that they may 
be hid in the grave, from a further ftorm ? Yet thefe 
things feem clear alfo, (t.) What a remarkable^ 
consumption did almoft wear out the Church in the 
wildernefs,whilft even then there was a haftening of 
her after- enlargement ; ! and though a fore judgment 
yet the Church's mercy, ■ in a greater repair of that 
lofs Y was helped forward ; yea,' we find Alofes and 
Aaron, with many of thofe who had been mo ft emi- 
nent inftruments in Ifrael'i coming forth out of 
Egypt, taken away on a near approachoftheirentrie 
into Canaan.~{i>) It is fure,fomeof the greateft pro- 
mifes of the Scripture, waits on the Church, when 

brought 
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brought 'to a very fmal) remnant, Ezek, 6, 8 T 9. 

Jfai. 37, 3i.-r- (3.) Hath not the Lord faid in fuch 
a cafe, The confumption determined /ball overflow with 
righteoufnefs ? IJai 10. 20. That the next tide 

{can bring in as many, with a marvellous increafe, a3 
thefe former confummg ftrokes had taken away 3 yea 

fis it not feen, with a wearing out of the godly, and * 
declining of religion, in one part of the World, or 
a country, where many have been called, that itdo 
break out remarkably in an other? And thus theGof- 
pel recovers that interelt, which it feemed to have 

loft, ogflaiS 

6. Docs not the prefent appearance of the time* 
tbreaten> by very unufual figns and prefaces, fome 
fimrp farm to come now upon the World I which 
in many inftances we may difcern, th.it there is fome 
remarkable work of judgment to be brought forth, 
and a great break amongil the nations near (Though 
the earth feems this day in a ftrange meafure^W, >ea 
fo extraordinary a calm as is now through the World, 
may it not be a prefage of fome great Jlorm, which 
as too clear and hot a funftiine foretels a break of 
the weather.) Sure it is, there is a found of great wrath 
and judgment, in the ears of many, who know what 
is to difcern the times. It is well, the Scripture is 
near ; a prognostication that can anfwer all the ages of 
the Church : and it is there we fbould enquire, what 
fuch a fign does portend ? We may not wijb the evil 
day ; but on fuch an appearance of the time, that 
awful impreition (Hab t 3. 16.) is called for, to be 
in a trembling frame, when God threatens and does 
thus utter his voice: yet is it clear, that from thefe 
threatning figns there is a comfortable found of much 
good to the Church. For, ( 1 , ) We find days of vengeance 
on the Worlds held forth as neceffary for the accom- 
'plithing of the Scripture, Luk t at, 22. and made fub- 
iervieitf to the bringing forth fome fpecial truth 
t V thereof 
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thereof unto a performance.— %, We find in tidies 
of greateff judgment* the Church's intereft then 
fet apart and fecured, with a large warrant to the 
godly, riot to fear , even whilft his garments art 
dyed with blood. ffa t 63. r. Ezei. 9. 4, Rev. 
20.— (3) May we not fee alfo the Church's in- 
iargmcnt.md fome of hergreateft mercies, thus ufliered 
in ? which is clear, Ifa t 63. 4, Zepb. 3,8, And O 
what a ftrange connexion is there? That the put- 
ing the earth in a flame, and overturning the nation*. 
When the Lord, as a lion does roufe himfelf up to 
the prey, fhould be the very rife to an accompliflimg 
of fome great promifes for the Church's advantage, 
yea, and as a preludum to the fame ! Yet nothing more 
evident to fuchwho underftand the Scripture; and by 
(achzfign does the Lord fpeafc comfortably to his peo- 
ple. We find a dreadful Winter-florm on the World, 
pointed out as a fpring-time to the Church, and the 
trees putting forth their bhjfm f as Luk m 21* 25. It 
is clear, her deliverance may be begun, and the ftorm 
then breaking, which may for a time put the Church 
under greater difficulties than before % yea, caufe the 
godly to miflake, and tremble at the fight of their 
mercy, becaufe of thofe things by which it is uQiered 
in, even when it is before their eyes. I fhall add no 
more but this, It is our great concernment, to fear 
him who guides all things, to whom alone the deter- 
mination of events doth belong ; and this is the wis- 
dom of his people, not to faint at the ftrange appear- 
ance of the time or the figns thereof, but to kmw 
what is called for y and thence read perfona] duties, 
from the fad prefagts of publick judgments, and to 
purfuemore nearnefs with God, and enfure a retreat 
under his fhadow until the indignation pafs over. For 
behold^ the fard cometh out of his place to vifit the in- 
habitants of the earthy and the earth fhall difchfe htr 
blosd > and no mure caver her fiain t Ifau 26, ai. 

A third 
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A third particular, which concerns the godly with 
much circumfpe&ion to notice and underftand, in 
their dij urn ing the time, is the peculiar fnares and 
hazards thereof. This is the Scripture character ot 
' the wife man, to difcern time and judgment, it being 
# fo oft verified ( Ecclef 9. 12. ) that in an evil time tb* 

children of men are enjnared, when it falls fuddenly upo 
Wthem. Sure it is, there are fearching times, whe 
the Chriftian's way is more difficult and narro\ 
( though each day hath its fnares, which in a fpecia 
I way waits thereon ) and then is it the wifdom oflK 
^prudent, U underftand his way , and know his ground, 
which the adverfary by fubtil and indifcernable ap- 
proaches will feek to draw him off ; then is a quick 
fagaciousdifcerning in the fear of the Lord callec 
for, to have their eyes in their head, and be 
a watching pofture,when the net is clofely fpread ujgL 
der their feet. It is a fad remark, too clearly verifier 
oft times on a people profc/Hng the truth, which ts 
faid of Ephraim, Strangers have devoured tbeift 
ftrcngth, and they knew it not 5 Yea, their not difceru- 
ing of the fame proves a fpecial caufe of their fur- 
ther ruin. And is it not written for the ages to come, 
in what a fecure and fleeping pofture Sampfin had his 
hair cut / He firft loft his difcerning of fuch a foare, 
ere he loft his eyes. We find David ( through many 
of the Pfalrm) in his wreftlings with God, more fe- 
licitous for the preventing the fnares of wicked men, 
and a delivery thence, than from their r^rand vio-^m 
lence. There is a feeling the pulfe of the times, by 
which the prefent diftemper and hazard of the Church 
r may be known, as well as of the body of man : and 
ii muft fay, this day in a fpecial manner calls us to 
fcttis grave ftydy. I intend no further application, but 
H very Ihort touch at fome things in general, which 
rightly purfued in thegodiy man's, ferious flu dy, may 
acip to difcern fomething of the publick fares of the 

. - - twi?a 
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time, and how they get advantage in their approach, 
for thefeclofely wait their fcafon,/tfr in vain is the net 
fpread in the fight of the bird. 

FlrJI i It is clear, tach time hath its peculiar dlfi- 
temper and evils, that have then a fpecial power and 
prevalency therewith, the ebferving 4 of which con- 

! cems the godly, for their more watchful adverting to 
the f nates nfi that time. For then the temptation of the 

1 time goes therewith, as the prefent diftemper disco- 
vers itfelf, whither in a hot boiling reaver, or in f 
a dead lethargy j and follows thofe evils, which are? 
in that time moft contagious, where the current of 
the multitude runs, which is giving the godly tTie 
greateft aflault, and feem to be warmed- under the fa- 
vou rable afpe£t and countenance of % great men : yea, 

Ithofe evils, which promife fome outward advantage 
t*ndfecurity from trouble, when the queftion is ftated 
betwixt fin and fuffering, it is there the prefent 
fnare do*s haunt, and there lies a fpecial piece of the 
godly man's work, to hold off and keep a diftance 
from the lead acccflion thereto ; yea, I may fay next 
to the falvationof their foul, to be folicitous all along 
their way, to have their garments keeped from the 
fmalleft flain and fpot thereof. A touch, a fmall de- 
filement from zpublkk prevailing evil, being found to 
draw more deep on the confeience, and with more 
difficulty do men recover and efcape thence, than 
from many other perfonat infirmities, 

2. It is alfo clear, there is fame piece of the truth 
ef Godwin each time of the Church, that is more que]- 
tiotttd and brought in debate, by which with greater, 
advantage and clearnefswe may know where zpubna { 
finare doth lie. For here is its aim directed, to en- 
tangle and afTau It the ^godly man, where in a fpcaal 
wayhe is called to his poft, to contend for fuch an 
intereft ; and thus it may be jjaid, if one keep hg* 
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pell of prefent duty, he will with more facility find 
out the fcent,on which the fnare of the time is, how 
it directs its motion to darken or caft an obftru&ion in 
the way of that duty. 

3. We may thusdifcern a prevailing finare y and its 
getting ground, by that tendency there is in a day of 
trial, to qutSion and make new inquiry about duties 
1 which were once clear and mquefihnahle y when their 
• judgment was not byajfed from any outward incite- 
I ments. For this fpeaks men's finding a fad invention, 
1 ft be rid of their confidence^ by extenuating prefent 
Mjpbntroverfies : a defign, which ( in the righteous judg- 
| 'ment of the Lord J is feldom fet on foot by any, but 
they toovifibly thrive therein, for their further ruin, 
and get an anfwer according to the idol of theic 
heart. Thus Balaam, we have in divine record asa 
jlreadful inftance, who tried that way, and therein 
1 was fuccefctu I. And is it not a known remark, that:* 
1 hefitation and faint upon the hearty from want o£ 
Tefolution to fuffer for the truth, will not long want 
,a fcruplc in the head y to caufe a debate thereabout ; 
and then is it eafy for a fnare to enter, O with wha£ 
fear and tend er n efs fliou Id light be guarded ; which, 
as the apple of the eye, may by the leaft thing be hurt, 
but is noteafily healed ! Thus is it, men do infenfibly, 
wear out from under thofe former ImpreiEons they 
had upon them of duty ; and ere they are aware have 
their judgment by a judicial ftroke determined in 
I that, which was before their defire. They know little 
that depth ifi a man's hearty who are not jealous over 
a change on their judgment in an hour of trial, when 
its tendency is, to /pare themjihes. 
.1 A* w e may difcern a publkk finare in it's approach,' 
by that advantage the adverfiary gets thereby to 
divide the godly, and thofe who appear fior the truth, 
tmongft themfehes. For then it is eafy to enter by 
tuch a breach, and throw in the bait in fo muddy a 
Y water 
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water : it being too obvious, what an advantage a fnare 
hath, where jealou fy, with thefe bitter effecls of pri- 
vate ftrife and quarreling^urns mens eyes off the pub- 
lick hazard, and blunts that edge of contending for the 
truth, in fmiting one an other. I do not mean 
buL there may be a neceflity oft on the godly, to with' 
jland their friends fa their face the tminenteft in 
ihe Church, were it a Peter \ ( Gal,2. II. } when the 
truth is concerned ; but this ftiould be with greatefl: 
caution and tendernefs, to obviate a breach, or quarrel 
which is hke the breakwgmtif water s % vt\\\\& the warch> 
ing adverjaty waits his advantage in fuch a dav of the!*' 
baiting. And it is too faulv known, how fmall a wedg, 
lhat is'dnvcn with a tendency to that end, makes way 
for me entry ot a further fnare \ fee i Cor. Ii. 16. 
what a fad, connexion there is betwixt a dividing time 
of the Church, and a further departing from the truth. 
But ^e mud alwa\s take heed, that we fo purfuc uni- 
on KAiongft out felves, as that Chrift and JuscauTe be 
not left alone. ' 

c A vrefent fnare may be fecn by the fuddtn changi 
vfknwn tdv*rja>ies, and the friendly inflations 
it thofc who wore wont to threaten. That in fuch an 
Mnnceihercliesan ambufc, and is but a change 
Of weapons for a feen advantage, fu re this foould be 
ground of fear, and a cautious advertence to be mud* 
llone with God, that men may know the voice $% 
the fabhtrd, left they follow after a firanger i it 
1 ! n? more ufual, to be Un off their feet tn a calm 
than blown down by a ftorm; u is hard to I nd be 
fore the blandifhmenh of men, where that moff 
endearing and fweet rcMh ot peace with God J 
not kept" on the foul, winch ,s a choice mt* g 
make the ear deaf 10 the moft charm «»8 ^« ^ 
enchanter ; oft hath it teen fen, thai ^"'H^ 
«ni<r their whilft wrath i* ooiling in A ur tog 
( P/Wi the cruel man can change U coun 
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tens nee, when it is fit to lay a fnare, and with Joah 
embrace them in their arms, whom they intend ta 
fmite under the fifth rib. 

6. May nut thus a fnare be feen in its approach, by 
that prevalence ihc fear of man hath over the time, 

i^nd that unufual command it feems to have fomc 
times over the fpi tits of men, even thofe whofe/erzfljr 
ptal zn&refolution for the truth hath in other trials 
\Vtixh mucn advantage appeared ? Here is indeed caufe 
to watch ; fon'» the fear of m*n there is a fnare (Prov. 
\2q. 25,) which then will take advantage to purfue, 
"when it finds men in a flyingpofture, and fhrunkfo far 
ft be low their former appearance. We find the god-» 
ly man hath his hre/i plate : but he hath no piece of ar- 
[mour for his back, when he turns his face from refif- 
ting. It's fad, when the adverfary is taught to follow, 
jy our fainting : and that fpirit which is in the World^ 
feems to be upon the afcendent, with a prevalence , 
even over the fpirits of the godly j yea, thofe debafed 
and made contemptible in their eyes, in whom the 
jpearance of God and his authority upon them at 
lothertime would have made theheartsof their ene- 
iies to tremble. This is too obvious, in a humbling 
ind judicial time of the Church, until once that hour 
)f her rial go over, 

7. A publick fnare is then to ht fed red, and calls for 
watching eye, by that fucctfs which waits on a finful 

laurfe j cfpcciaJly when fuch afhine is of zny continu- 
ance, For then new queries will be farted, Jfrange re* 
[forts fpread", with much fubtil reflexion on the way of 
'the Lord, to ma^e the godly qutrft ion the fame. ThtPfai- 
yptji found u not eafy to frand before thisjvvhich put him 
bring under debate his principles, and the advan- 
ce of his caufeiy 73. 13, And in fuch a trial doth 
: adverfary, bv fome continued obftrvation, know 
toafiauk the followers of the tiuth, and attack 
at their weakeft ; then is it the fcandal cf thz 
Y 2 crofs i 
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(r*fs caufeth many to offend} then it is fore for fuch to 
iuffer, who know not tht felUwJbip of tht trofi of 
Chriff, which is a piece of the greateft and molt near 
lellowfliip with him upon the earth : Yea, then the 
Church may run more hazard from fome of her 
friuds.ihea from the profefled adverfary. For thus oft 
is a prevailing fnare helped forward : it cannot but be 
a fearchina and hazardous time, when many are turn- 
ing ride, and fome of undemanding fuffered to fall, 
■who are ready to prefs their fin, as duty, tn ottitrt % 
for feldomdo f«h f.l) off, bui «« found more Sit- 
ing and *aive in fuch a way to ,ng a ge others, than 
2 - were while holding the.r former rntegnty to 
Sethe truth's intereft : thus wo bevt fan «/, 

yft* ■ * ** knm u f° r m s>,d 

8 Thus a fart tf tht time may be difeerned, 

^ Tthev m av from the Scripture and oWer- 
ttar eye, they may rro / coft f dlf . 

ration of the ^ nurc "» ^ L . . t fad ten dency fuch 

.thing *f™™; how hard it is 'to dance abou 
tiriiit be'bur„ed,or ftand in the way and 

to the frt/rtt «/* «» " > tiff , iM „ ,»« 



^ Appendix. 509 

cumftances may be a quitting their duty ; and the 
doing alio, or yielding to fomething in another caf$ 
warrantable^ at fometin.es may fall under a moral 
; prohibition. As this, when a thing in its fclf indiffe- 
rent, Circa facta et cultum Dei, is preffed by the 
'Magiftrate, as neceffary by vertue of his foie com- 
mand, and to the fubjefting the godly in things 
wherein they are not fubjeft, and to the prejudice of 
an other jurifdiftion ; can there be an enquiry a- 
bout this in the general, without a particular applica- 
tion ta the cmpltx cafe ? It may be fatd a fnare i 
I then on the entry, when that consideration of th 
Prophet is not much regarded in the prefent queftion 
this a time for fuch a thing? For the difciples t" 
uefrefti themfelves with fotp 9 was a piece of innoce 
fcuty ; but that they could not watch this one bourivti 
their Mailer in his fufYeringSjirmft needs vary thecal! 
pbr it was in fa far a deferring him* 

10" I ftiall further add, is not this a fed appear 
t ranee of fome publkk fnare getting advantage, which 
fis wit netted by a previous dlfpofttion^ and that preva- 
lence private ingagements to an outioard intereft hath 
lupon men's fpirirs ? For a fnare enters not without a 
■call, and finds within, its greateft ftrength and advan- 
tage ; yea a conformity to the World^ with an infen- 
fible wearing out of foul-tenderncfs, is too oft known 
[to have a tendency for conforming to an evil courfe. 
.For the motion is then down the hill ; and there is 
,teaufe to fear, the fnare will follow in there, and lie 
; about that intereft, which other wife hath goc the 
nnftery over them. How many in embracing the 
■VorkJ, have at the next ftcp fallen off from the truth? 
Wto weapon hath been more made ufe of againft the 
Khurch, and hath ruined more ; fo that it may be 
Bid, where other fnares have killed their thcufands, 
mh Its ten fboufands. I muft fay, fuch an appear- 
»ce in a time of the Church's trjal is like the 
Y 3 breaking 
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breaking forth of her gray hairs ; nor is it eafy for 
thofe to ftand, or refift, who are fo far gone back- 
ward, or keep their feet before a fnare, where the 
ttuth ceafeth to get a command over their heart. 

A fourth particular y which calls for a ferious in* 
cjuiry, from thofe who know the time* and are wife 
to difcern the fame, is this, What can the righteous do? 
when there is a grcwing darknefs on the Church, and 
the my foundation like to be (haken ; yea,the hearts 
of many fo far down, that they are like to lofe their 
band therewith, in the matter of duty, and give over, 
asmenaftonifhed,/^^^ toil is from the W 
It is no fmall things manage well fuch a time of the 
Church's trial, and in fo fharp a ftorm there is need 
of much balaft : but we know, the Scripture of U>cJ 
is near, which ftandsgood for his people's conduit, 
to let them know how to fteer their courfe in thedar- 
Vrftnbht and from that blefTed record there is one 
fhing clearly held forth to anfwer fach * time, 
which is a great duty j Lit the Tightens hold on Bjs way, 
end he who hath clean hands wax jhonge^andflrmgir, 
\b il. Q. For it is fare, they have caufe : an; 
t d Wundfor this, though the earth fliould n 
a Inorlftrange manner reel, and the pillars theretf, 
feem to be dilMved : fincc it is certain and true,— g 

ft ) That all is well, and nothing can fall wrong, 
the foundation if God, which is his eternj 
clfel held forth in .£ Scrip** abides fur, 1 1 
other foundations be fhaken, the godly man jo 
Sen ly at a bfc anchor, which will not drive in a fej 
!nv dw ' his great intereft is beyond hazard, M 
S£L « f««iul foul were 
his heaven is fare, whereof he cannot b g 
W Vilft things upon the earth feem > moft ™«^ lt , 
W uft it not then be wit With the Chmcb, were i 
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Ven finking in to the grave, fince the Mediator will 
bring it up again ? Men's evil eye cannot burr, nor 
their cuffing blaft that interelt., which God hn h blef- 
For it is then fure, there is no enchantment a- 
fainfl Jacob, nor divination again/} Kraeh 

(2.) Is not the truth, and the great intereft of god' 
ncfsi that to a Chi iflian, & in fuch a manner hiown 
ko hinu that it needs no teftlmmy from men, or 
Incitement from example of others ? For to thefe it 
commends itfelf, and Joes witnefs its realty, though 
by all the generation amongft whom they live, it 
~hould be cried dawn* IVs fare, to be a Chriftian in- 
ecd, requires this, to hnnv the truth, and be found- 
ed on fuch a ground, that can fupport and quier the 
ifoul in the greatelt falling off of others, though 
none elfe were to walk in that way ; that if it were 
fjppofcd, one feriuus Chriftian in fuch an age were 
the whole World, and thus left alone, there is fo 
greats difcovery and certainly of the truth to be 
known upon the foul, as Ihould oblige him to 
fuch a declaration mxhjojhua, But as fir me I will 
Jtrve the Lord. O to fee a generation of men 
bf fuch mettaU who with refolute peremptorinefs 
would forfuke all men, and follow the Lord, and ferve 
him without company, if better might not be ; wo 
ught by the hand of fuch expect to be led through 
Jordan, after our Mofts\ are dead, by whom we 
*ere led thorow the red-fea : but alas, where arc 
they I ffiffi'^lK^ 
(3.) Have not thofe ground Fn the darkeft time to 
S confirm* d \ who may fee caufe co h prove the mod 
Ming things, which fail out in their day, for their 
fr-rher ejtablijhmcnt \ and ftrengthen their hand in 
|e way of ifc J i0rt j > Dy t }. o!e ( jifp en f at i ons at which 
ui) (tumble ? It is itrangc, to oblerve what a chal- 
(e and upcaft Come have in their reflecting un the 
h, oii thofe grounds which in their conicier ce 

*^6y * ihe y 
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they muft admit to be a convincing witnefs thereto, 
But having at fome length elfe where touched this, I 
lhall but add thefe few things more, which as evi- 
dent grninds of eflablifhmtnt in the zcay of the 
Lord, and for our further flrengthning therein, fhould 
be improved, vvhich yet are an ufual challenge by ma- 
xy againft the fame. 

Mrfli That the number feems fo fmalI,vtho follow 
the truth, and are found firms in the fludy of Cod- 
linefi, can be no ground to queftion this, without 
a Grange miftake i face men mutt either quit the 
Scripture, or admit, the way to life isjtrait y and few 
inter therein : Yea, that the fmall convoy the truth 
hath in the World is an exprcfs verification of it. is 
there the leaft warrant, to make the fuffiage of the 
multitude a left of the way of the Lord \ But it is 
fure 3 we can fliew them the contrary, that his fol- 
lowers arc a feleft number, chofen out of the World, 
the creat bulk whereof is outlawed, and put out if 
the interceffion of the Mediator ; elfe the Scnprurc 
could not be fulfilled. And is not the falling of many 
from the truth a great feal thereto, no left *f> e ! 
incoming of others \ and that excellent-way of holi- 
nefs,the more difcernably known by fuch a charader, 
that it is every where fpoken agahlt ? 

2 That fo areat contempt and reproach does tms 
day attend the\ruth and pradice of Godlincfs, ftould 
prejudice none thereat : but be a further ground o 
Lengthening, to help the Chriftian to hold on h. 
way ; fince it is nothing elfe but what is foretold, an 
what the moft excellent ofthe earth in their um« rhaj 
met with, to be accounted the filth and efffccuri* 
7 the World. In no age hath the truth wanted 
U an aflault,and in no age hath it wanted a tnumj* 
overthefame : Yea, hath not the greate l it roach* 
fcmetime been forced to give in his rcu aflaiw^ 
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make earneft of that which before he fcoffed at I 
When God comes near by a ftroke of his judgment, 
then do the proud change their ftile ; and fpeakin an- 
other language, upon the awful appearance of death. 
But this alfo doth witnefs, what a marvellous thing 
Religion is, which with thofe who know it, lofeth 
no weight, when under the greateft cloud of detract- 
ion and contempt : For then is Chrtft ftill pretims % 
d his way defircable, unto thofe who celievi. 

3. That fentence is not fpeedily executed againft an 
d comfit we fee what improvement the World 
akes thereof, to be more defperateJy wicked : but 

is not this alto a/**/ and confirmation of the truth ? 
and a ground for ejiablijhment in the way of the 
Lord, which verifies the Scripture, Ecchfi 8, ir> 
nd it is there men may fee, a fhort repreival from pu- 
ifhment is no pardon, or acquittance, whilft fin runs 
n to an after-account ; that judgment deferred,whcn 
herewith a further hardening appears, dotb threa- 
ten more, than a quick and prefent difpatch j. &fhews, 
the ftroke will be the greater, when it comes, 
purely if this fell not out, whereof the World takes 
fuch advantage, it might info far put us to qurftion 
he truth, of which one fyllable muft not fall to the 
round. 

4. So great an abounding of propbanity and »*- 
gMntfi within the Church, is it not an undeniable 
lea] to the verity of the Scriptures which thus takes 
place, and fhould help the godly man to hold on his 
way ; Jt being u nan fwerablv clear, there could be no 
darknefs if there were not fuch a thing 3S light; or 

j tolly, if there were no wifdom : and is not excellent 
IM'X'fi thus evidently made known in itsoppofite, to 
lwn:ch there could be no contrariety, if it felf were 
pot moft real. 

L £ the truth feems fo much entangled in a 
mHfim of contrary dotlrines, and wc fee it without 
Y 5 ceafing 
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ceafing purfued by error, and the aflault of thofe 
adveifarits, who in every age are feeking to darken the 
fame, can be no ground of prejudice and lhaking, 
Without a Grange miftake : butfhould ftrengthen the 
godly in their way, and help them to wax ftronger, 
who have the Scriptuie thus fo exprtfly fulfilled be- 
fore their eyes. It is furc, the Lord hath made kisway 
plain, nor does that blefi'ed record give any ground 
to turn aftde unto crooked path : for thofe are clouds 
of men's own creatine, which have fuch a tendency 
to darken the fame. But we fee truth in all ages wait- ■ 
ed on by error, which (with any brighter diicovcry 
thereof) breaks out like a thick fog ; though, thefe 
can never unite, no more than gold and clay canjom 
together : and it is clear, the nation of error were 
unconceivable, if the truth had not a certainty and 
real being ; nor doth it conflia with fuch an adver- 
fary, but for its further triumph. Oh if the foltd per- 
fwafion of the Scripture were in earneft purfued, 
and men's fouls once brought under the power and 
authority or the truti* as that which is the word 
and tcftimony of the living Ged, it wogld prove a 
more eff.auai cure to fo dreadful a d, (fern per of ihe 
Church, than all the difputesof the time ; which are 
of fpecia! ufe alfo May not Athetfm be found, uport 
a ferrous inquiry, the great rife of error, and of men » 
bold adventuring to make the Scripture of Ood a 
fport of their invention^ make it fubfement to their 
intercft, and run after fuch a by afs f A nd (be uld it not 
be for a lamentation, that a humble ftww i«f«"J 
after the truth, under an awful imprcfSon of ihatUoD 
whsfe word it is, is this day fo rare a thing in iM- 

World? r \ pr,,,^ 1 

Now this being fo flwrp a trial of the 
and one of thofe things whereat many pretend to » , 
moft ihalcen, though 1 have in an other part toucK* 
it a little, 1 would add Anther fome few ""J'^ 
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'Tiow clear and exprefs a confirmation of the word even 
this is, which ftould m0 r e fix and eflablifli thofe who 
love the truth, (t.) It Is maniteft, that no error 
for corrupt doftrine iffaulrs the Churcii, but is in 
fuch a manner pointed forth, yea, by fo exprefs an op- 
pohtion thereto, in the Sc-iprure. that we may fee a 
prophetical forewarning thereof, and of men's endea- 
vour to corrupt & darken fuch a piecfe of the truth. It 
is fare, the worrfis written and in a fpecial waydirec- 
-ed to every time of the Church, and to all her after- 
trials and afiWrs is peculiarly fuited, by him 
who knew it M forefee what eppofitbn his truth in 
fter-ages fliould meet wiih ; and in this marvellous 
frecord men majf ciearly fee (if lhe , e were fuch a fe- 
.ricus laqutrv) that there is no pnifon or corrupt,..,, in 
doctrine which infefta the Church, but hath its pr£ 
f per antidote there provided. I muft here saw one par- 
ticular inftance fay, if I were not perlwaded of aV 
termwed fp ecles of g^ernmn.t for the Church under 
the new lament {which is clear in .he ScHbttifo 
hold.ng forth its conftitution to he ^/W/«>, with 
a parity amoneft the officers of JefusChritt in the ,d- 
jn.niffrar.on 0/ their power, and a fubordinatmn of 
the , Idler parts to the greater) I could not flam fo 
clear 3 remark, of that exprefs prohibition of ally 
dtjpert ty and Lordly pr,l acy in Bis houfc fc £ 

mantfeftiy the allying God, when he labour to 
found ,he Chnfl an Church, <fo,h point in fuch plain 
terms at th-s that we may there read a veYy dircft 

accoun faftam m after- time,. I y p eak this on no 
kparticu br mtereft, or from bitternefi and prejudice at 
L he pcrfons of any, but have confidence to lay, it is 
.from the awe and perfwafiOn of the truth. Sore, on 
fcoh tick grounds and with refpefl to an outward It- 
■tcreif, it,, ea ry t 0 judge, that way wants not a &er- 

foadjng hut i if fometiung greater were not ,0 pe- 
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ponderate, and a deftroying hook did not wait therm- 
al), which ftiould make the purchafe too dear, at 
the rate of denying Jefus Chrift'm a piece of his truth, 
when a cmfefftm thereof is called for btfire men. 
---(2 J Do we not fee even in thofe things, which in 
that marvellous depth of error and delufion on men's 
fouls feem moft ftrange>thc Scripture thence moil ex- 
actly comfumed, and in that pmer 2nd energy which 
attends it, and is to many matter of aftomftiment, 
maydifcern how thefe clouds are carried about with 
0 temped (2, Pet. 2. 17. ) and driven on by a judicial 
ftroke. And though it i$[ amazing to fee at what a 
rate many are this way turned mad, with a difcernable 
bewitching of their judgment,and abefotting into moft 
ifrange and abfurd extravagancies j yea, how tenaci- 
ous and violent in their way, when filenced with the 
cleared difcoveries of the truth : yet is not this alfo 
witnefTcd, there is a righteous God giving up tojrong 
ddufwn^ in which Satan is let htfe with a remarka- 
ble power to deceive. 2, Thef. 2. 12, O how dreadful 
is thatftroke which is inflicted on the judgment and 
reafon, which in foroe rcfpecT: we may. fay is greater 
than that which is on the affections ! — ( 3 ) Find we 
not the Scripture by a clear prophetical difcovery points 
at that influence humane authority^ and the patrociny 
of fuch, who have a name and repute in the Church, 
ftiould have on the corrupting the dotlrine thereof ? 
And therefore does the Holy Ghoft fo particularly 
guard againft the fame, and eppofe the authority of 
the written word to the higheft pretences of any par- 
ty s that here an Apo/llem\s& not be admitted,or have 
credit, to the truth's prejudice 1 not an Angel ^ yea, 
not a voice from heaven^ may oppofe it felf to this more 
fure tefiimony of God in his word.— (4.) Is it not 
here even in that great depth of error we fee this 
truth take place, deceiving and being deceived 
how ftrangely thefc meet, and by a marvell 

ftrok 
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flroke men's judgment made captive to their will y 
and their deliberate aft tng to deceive others have the 
fame effect on themf elves. -»{$,)Th\i$ alfo is the Scrip- 
ture made out, where we fee how hard it is for men 
to fix, in fuch a way j or find land, when they are 
once carried off the truth, and do lancb out in that 
horrid gulf of error : but feducers wax zuorfe and worfe t 

Inference. V. The truth of God revealed, in the 
Scripture is In its import not more marvellous and 
greats than we may fay is clear and obvious in the /- 
widence of its verification \ which hath every where 
fuch a witnefc, that there can be no efcape from this 
difcovery ; but if men will not receive its teftimony, 
they muft have it forced on them as their torment. 
For it is bete invention doth fail, and politicks art 
found too weak, to ward off fome imprelHon of that, 
which with an awful appearance and authority does 
juftify it felf to the conlcience, without their con fen t; 
nor can this fecure them from that lafh of inward ter- 
tor, which will make thefe tremble alone, when 
they feem to have confidence before others ; but this 
advantage the truth hath of her adverfaries, that even 
Jttheifm muft bear a witnefs thereto^ and againftit 
felf \ which if men would but weigh in the ballance 
of fober reafon, it fhould appear a fufficicnt antidot* 
againft its own poifon, and a great feal to the Scrip- 
ture, which would want a fpecial confirmation, if 
it wanted fuch an adverfary. Now to clear it a little 
more, and thusfliut up what hath been on this fub- 
jett held forth, I muft in behalf of the glorious truth 
of God ( which in all ages of the Church did never 
want fome difcovery of its accomplifhmem) attcfhhe 
reproachers of this time, who arc fo much at work to 
challenge hi* unfpotted way, and call in queftion his 
faithfulnefs, to theweakning of the aflent of many 

thereto, 
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thereto, and do appeal tk,cm to that tribunal which 
the great God hath placed in the confchnce^ if they 
can without doln^ violence theieto, and putting 
out the eye of reafim, withfland :he clear evidences 
of divine truth > and the certaiiit> of its performance, 
.ii which thefe few things I fhali her* add. 

( If it be the great prerogative *f God, and to 
Em albne " belongs to decide things pom the be- 
ginning to the end and hold forth the various and moft 
remarkable evr nts,wh.ch ftould tall out with in time, 
Willi their r r»per circu romances, yea, to difcover the 
great revolutions of " *orld through all the a^cs 
thereof, when Jccond caufe^ \\\ their remoteit terf- 
jWjy ftereto Could not be difcerned j is not this then 
clear and undeniably true of the Scriptuie ? --- (%.) 
As to fure and exact performance of the fame, I 
muft make that challenge and arteftatint), which that 
great fcrvantot the Lord J'fbua did in fuch xcukfjof 
23. 14* ) if oris thing hath hitherto failed, ofatlwhttb 
the Lord hath jp«ken in the Scripture ! or\if men can 
intUnce, what fpeciai prediclim or promfo (which 
to this day fliould have taken place in rhe feafoti 
thereof ) hath mifcarried, or turned abottive ; What 
truth wants its feal and ton fir mat ion j \ea* t what 
flep ^providence can \ou point at, which does not 
quadrate and marvei]refl T accord with the word f 
I challenge an inflinct. But this, I am furt,men rruft 
fee, there are fuch thwgs Jail out in the turn, that 
are particularly foretold in the Scripture ; fo lliange 
and marvellous, that in an ordinary way none could 
have beiicved, which they now fee with their own 
eve?.--- (3.) Do you not fte tht written word as a ? 
bright lantern attend the CAtfrrA, hen) the very porch 
and tiv\ of time, in aJI her jour rev ; and evidently 
point at the remarkable times and revolutions other 
cafe, which have now in a great part gone over her 
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head? Yea, is it not demnnflratively clear, thai the A 
fun doih not more truly mine on this lenettnal ^l&Sfe; 
thdti the Scripture fhineth^ and doth illumin-ife the 
whole frame and ttruclure of Providence ; *nd in all 
thofe ttrange parts which aie s£Ud in the world, 
- moft certainly takes place $ that there is none can * a lie 
I at random, or by his own counfd direel and (tee i is 
;his courfe ! But though it is marvellous, it is firrealfo, 
that the innumerable millions of men, who are this 
(day upon earth, in all their various morions,are at pre- 
fent fulfilling the determined ceunjei of God \ and then: 
•actings ( whatever they def^p therein ) muft becort- 
centrick with his great end, • > u t of that hounds 
can they poffibly move— (4.)! m«ft atttfi the worldi 
if they do not fee, this way of godlinefs, which fa n -.- 
to day to be every where fpoktn againfl, to be that 
good and old way, in which are the fiotjftfs of the 
Saints to be found fince the beginning ; and that it is 
no jtew light now broke out in the world: but it is clear, 
through ai! ages paft there luih not wanted a conti- 
nued fucceftoh of thefe, who in this reproached way 
k did ferve the God of their fathers \ and have fealed 
the truth, which now, from one time to another, 
we find lli]l delivered off their hands, to the prefent 
generation. And Uiere challenge the greateft A thcifts, 
to which of the Saints can they turn, or whom can 
they inftance of that bleficJ company, fince there 
v, a; a Church in the earth, who could never contra- 
dict this, or bear an other witnefs ! —(5.) Muft you i 
not confefs, there is no fuch deep in the heart of man^ 
or fo clofe and fubtil a convoy of wickednefs there, 
which is not fouod out in the Scripture, and there 
pointed at ; and that none can get themPJves hid, or 
get beyond the reach of tbis B in jkoTt things w-hich i 
they are fure the obferving world could never know : 
hut the moft fecret haunts of their foul are unvai'ed, 
Which from Lhcir deleft friend they have conceal- 
ed. — (6,; 
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led,--(6J Can this demonftration of the Scripture, 
and fo manifeft a witnefs thereto be denied ,that whilft 
man is a free agent in his afiions, and doth thereto 
aft fpomaneouily, he hath notwithflanding of this in 
his own breaft both a judge, and accufer \ which, 
though within bim, doth without his confent ex- 
ercife a power over him, and fuch an authority which 
he would, yet cannot decline (7.) I dare atteft the 
conscience of men, who are tbemfelvcs grangers to 
the way of God, if they can fo far (hut theireyes,but 
lhey muft fee that feriousgodlinefslsztnarvelhus thing, 
and that there is fornething here ethove nature^ which 
by its effe&s on othr- ^y fliew a divine Spirit and 
power j that, wherever it comes, makes fo great a 
tbang'* *nd O'ne to exceed an other moft difcernably, 
though of the fame parts ; that fuits and does accom- 
modate it felf to the various conditions and employ- 
ments of men- ; it puts a (pedal honour on the greatcft 
Prince, and does inftruct the wife and prudent, yet will 
it lodge with the pooreft artificer in hisfhop, or labour- 
ing man in the field I And does it not alfo appear, that 
here muft he a native motion unconftrained and from 
inward principles, when on outward grounds there 
is not the leatt incitement; which fhews it is a living 
thing, that hath its difcernable languifhing and 
wearing out, and its more vigorous aclings, as well as 
any living man ! It is ftrange, the report of this is 
not matter of ajfonijhment i to bring men once to 
queftion, if fuch an account as others give of this 
marvellous thing ( Religion ) can be true j how it is 
here, the Chnftian'syVy is fown by weeping, and his 
tears the feed whence gladnefsof heart breaks forth ; 
how fweet that reft is, which is found in his work and 
labour ; and with his [owing to the fpirit, the harveft 
then begins, in a prefent reaping j and his la\ ing forth 
himfelf, with a giving of the heart unto God, does 
enrich the giver by fuch a gift ; yea, that here men 
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fhould* difir fo much when alone with God and 
brought near him, from what they are at other times; 
' and in thofe retirements of their foul, have that dis- 
covery and conception of the truth, which is not to 
be found in turning, over the voluminous tractates of 
the greateft writers.— (8, ) If men have any ferious 
reflection, and do not fliut up the bible, can they 
fliun this remark thereof ? How well it anfwers the 
Various fuccejfiom of time, and fo marvellous a variety 
$f things, that are fo many ages diftant from other ; 



gradual difcovery, 
rjie feveral time 

:crn the antiquity 
grta* ^diflante of 
yet in its corhpu- 



yea, that all along there is 
and breaking out of the go^Vi 
the Church j where it is eai 7 , 
of this excellent record, and fo 
time betwixt the penmen thereof, 
fure is one entire piece, fo connex and clofely knit to- 
gether, that men may fee the fame fpirit in the whole, 
and in each pare thereof, moving and carrying for^ 
ward one great deilgn ! — (9^ I &&1I but further add, 
liReligim hatha being and reality, which men can- 
not lofe the fenfe or, and deny, without falling fo 
far below reafon, into the condition of the hearts, 
muft there not be a rule alfo ? For it is eafy to judge, 
in what a ftrange and monftrous ftiape this would ap- 
pear, were it left to the choice and arbitrement of 
men. Now let the moft prcfefled Atheifts turn their 
eyes through the whole earth, and in a calm and 
iober compofure of fpirit bjt jud^e, if there beany 
thing more abfurd, and to aiioniflhment irrational, 
than that face and appearance, which religion hath a- 
mongft thofe where this excellent rule of ihcScriptare 
is not owned. Yea, could thefe fubject themfelves to 
fuch extravagancies, and therein turn fo mad, without 
a divine flroke on their judgment and reafon, which 
the righteous God, in verification of his word, inflfts 
Dn fuch as do even fhut their ears from the report 
of the truth, the found whenof goes forth through 
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th earth ! And hcrz I challenge men, trio* ftrsngers 
tlv misses to fericus religion, if at a diftance it doth, 
tvr sprjc ! great a difference there fs betwixt* 
thofc part;, c f :be world, where the go/pel {hints in 
•its ^«wr, *nd the reft of the naMons. 




